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Prohemye 

Rete thanbeslaude and honoure ougtht to be 
ff B8rybnto the clerkes poetes and Hi(toriagrapiis 

- that Gaue writen manp noble Bokes of Wifoory 
yf the fpues pafftons and miractes of holy ſeyn 

tes of hiſtories of noble and famous actes g faites, And 
of thecronictes (téicy the Begpnupng of the creaciony of 
the worlde Birla thts prefent tyme. Hp Biche we Ben dat 
tpenfourmedandsane hnollege of manpe thynges. of 
Wow Wwe ſhuld nat haue knowwen pf tuep had nat keft to 
fis theire monimentes writey. ££ mong whom andine 
fpectal co fore alle other We ought togpuea fingaler Cau 
de vnto that noble and gret phriofophe Geffrey chauce⸗ 
the whiche foz Gis ornate Writing ty oure tonffe map Wel 
Gaue the name of a Cauizeate porte’ ffoz to fore thas tie Bp 
hislaboure enbetiſſhid ornated and made faire ouz engki 
{le in thisKealme was Gadde rude ſpeche cincontrtic as 
pet it apperithe Bp ofde bobes. While at this daie oughte 
nat to haue place ne Be compared emong Gis beautevous 
Sofumes ⁊ ornate Writinges Df Whom he made manp a 
noble hiſtorye af ele in metre asin ryme andprofe and 
theym focraftelp made that Ge comprehendedhis maters. 
in ſhort quiche and high ſentences eſche wing prolixite ⁊ 
caſting a way the Gat and ſuperfluite ¢ ſhe wing the pps 
hed grayne of ſeutence Stered Bp crafty c ſutzred eloquen 
ce Df hon 9 ataong alle other of bis bones the Boke of 
the tates of Canterburte in whiche Sep many a noble Gt 
ftozie of Wifoome policie mirth and gentilnes. dnd alfo — 
of vertue andholynes Whiche Soke diligenily onirfen c 
duely examined By the potlitihe reaſon and ouirſight. of 
mp woꝛrſhipful maſter william Caxton accordinge to the 
entent and effecte of the ſeid Gefftey Chaucer’ and by a 
copp of the ſeid maftez Cayton purpos to imprent. Bp pe 
Grace apde and fuppozte ot al mighty fod. whom I Gums 

aft 



Prohmye 

Bey beſeche. that Ge of his grete and habundant trace Wie 
fodifpofe that J map it fyniſſhe to fis plefure Caude and 
gloeye. and that alle We that (Galle erin feoz rede map — 
fotahke @ Gnderftond the gode and Sertuous tales that it 
map foprofitte to the helth of oure foules. and ine ſpecial 

af the foute of the feid Geffrep cHauces firft antonz «ma 
ez of this forfeid Boke . that after this (Gort and tranſi 
se Cpfe we map cOme to the eurrlaſtinglyf in hebpnne 
men. 

Bp Kichard Pynſon. 
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Profofftie 

Gan that Aprille With Gis ſhſo wres fote 
The droughte of marche bath perfed the rote 
And batbed euery Depne tn fuche licoure 
D f whiche bertue engendred is the froure 

Dannie sepharuseke With Gis (ote brethe 
Enſpiredhath in euery holte and hethe 
The tendre croppes and the pont ſonne 
Hathe in he ram halfhis cours p ronne 
nd {mate foutes make mefodpe 
That freppy al nyght Wits open epe 
So prikett theym nature w theire corꝛages 
Than longyn folhe to toon on pitramattes 
End palmers to feche ſtrauntte ſtrondes 
To ſerue hacowes conte in ſondry londes 
And ſpecially froeuerpfipresende 
Ofenglond to Caunterburye hep wende 
The holy bliſful martizfoztofeke - 

That thepm hath holpyn then they wer fee 
bfebin that feafon on adap 
Jn futhe Werke at the taberde as INlay 
Redp to wenden on mp prltramatte 

CocaunterSurpe With deuoute corage 
That nyght came into that Goftetrpe 
ete nyne and twenty ina compatip 
Df fondry forth By auenture p fatte 
Gn felauſhip and piltzrames Were thep atte 
Chat toardcaunterBurp Wolden rpde 
Che chambrys and the ſtables Were vyde 
Hnd wele here we eafed at the beſt 
And ſhortly then che fonne Was at reft 
Sohadde ſ fpohen with theym enixicione 
That J as of theiz fetaufbip anone 
And made forwarde erty for to rpfe 



Hrologue 

Zo tahe oure wey there as ſ youdeuyſe 
But neuirthetes Whites I haue tyme and ſpace 
D2 Hat A fertheꝛ tn this tafe pace 
Me thinketh it accordant to reafon 
Zo telle pou al the condicion 
Df eche of theym foas it femed me 
And whiche hep Were and of WHat detfre 
And in What arap eke thep Werenpnne 
And at a knyghẽ thenne§ Witte begyynne 

—W 

benyght there asa Wortipman 
& That fro the tpme that fe firſt Began 

To riden oute . fe foued chenalrpe 
Trouthe andGonoure fredom and curtefpe 
Ful worthy Ge has in his fordes Werze 
Gnd therto hadde Ge rpden no man ferze 
And af tele in criftendome asin hethneſſe 
And euir fadde honoure fo2 Sts Woztipneffe 
At afifaundre Ge was When it was wonne 



THAW Ay: * 

— 
| Pie ee Profosue 

Lt a PL Pi- * 

———— 
Fulle of te tyme he Gadde the borde begonne 
Abouen alle nations in yrice 
Gy lettowe hadde he repfedandinRufe 
Gn garnade at the fetteekeGaddelebe 
atalgepiz and rpden in Belmarpe 
At Cepeps ashe and eke at Satalye 

Pe 

Wwbhan thep Were wonne andin the grete ſee 
At many a noble arme hadde he be 

ary moz ‘apt Bataifiestiapde ve Be fpftene 
foughe for ouze feptt at Crampffene 

Gn Ciftes thryes and ap ſleyn his foo 
Chis ylke worthy hnpgnt hadde Ge atfo 
Som tyme With che lorde of palathye 
Ageyn a nother hethen man in Cuzkpe 
And euirmoꝛe he Gadde a fouerapy price 
And though fe was Wortlip Ge was Wife 
Gnd of fis (porte as mebe as a mayde 
He neutz pete no Silanpe he faid © 
Gn alle his lyf Snto no maner Wighe 
He Was a bery gentpt parfite bnyght 
Foꝛ to tee you of his arꝛaye ⸗ 
His horſe were gode but he was nat gape 
Df fuſtian he wereda gyppyon 
Alle Ge ſmered With Gis ha bergeon 
froz Ge Was Cate come fro his vyagte 
And fent foz to do his pittramate 



pth him there Washis fonne a pont fquper 
Abkouez anda luſty Bacheler. 

| Witi Cokes crufle as they Were leyde fy preſſe 
Of twenty pere of atte Be was p geſſe 
D f fis ftature Be as of euene lenge 
And wonderky delyuer andof ¢rete ſtrentiht 
And be hadde Ge fonctpme in cheuauchye 
By flaundres, in Artopfe andin pycardye⸗ 
And borne him ele asofakptefpace 
In hope to ftonden in fis Cadies trace — 
Enbrowded as Ge asit Were a mede BE 
alte fulle of freſſhe floures White and rede* 
Sputtintte Ge was o2 flopting alle the daie 
He Was as freſſhe asis the monets of map. 
Sbhort bas His golbne With fe:ups long and wyde 
wele conde Fe fitte on Fors and therto faire ryde 
Hecoude fontesimahe and wele endite 
Jouſte and daunce portrape andeche Write 

ce % — 



Prologue 

Sofote he koued that By nyhater tafte e⸗ — 
He ſtepte nomoꝛe than fhe nyghtingafe 

ie 

Curteps Ge was Colbipandferupfable = | 

He carft heforne Gis fadre at the table 
—— — oye — Aa SH ul MOAR ———— — : 
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peman Gaddefic and fernaunt
es 

nomo 

3 At that tyme foꝛ helift to ryde ſo 
And he Wasicladd

e 
incote andhode of trene

 

A ſheef of pecok arowes
 Bright and ſhene =. 

Vndre his belt he bare ful thriftely 
wele conde he dreſſe hts tahpl pomanly 
His arowes drouped nat With fethers lowe 
And in his hond he Bare a mitzhty bowe 
A not hede he Gadde With a broune biſatte 
Df wodeinannes craft conde Ge ale the vſatze 
Vpon his arme fe Bare a Hap Bracez 
And by Gis ſyde a fuerde and a Bohele2 
And on that other ſide a Hap vatter : 
Harnvefed wele and (Harp as popnte of fpere ~ 

a iiii 



Prologue 
€ 

a criftofer on Bis Breft of filuez (Gene 
An horne Ge Baaz the Balbdrph was of grene 
ã foftes Was be forty as treffe , 

= 7 — 

ey, 

a — X pre | * Saas 

fez Was alfoa nonne a price: (fe 
€ . That of fez ſmyling was ſymple andhop 

Heꝛ treteft othe Was By feint Lop 
And (Fe thas clepyd dame Eglentyn € 
frulle wele ſhe forte the ferntce dp uine 
Entoyned in fez Sop-e fulle ſemely 
And frenche ſhe fpake futte fetouflp 
After the ſcele of ftratfo2d at the Bove 
froz frenfie of Parice was to fez Snhnove 
Ht mete wele taught Was ſhe Wits «lle 
She Cete no mozfet fro fez fpppes falle 
Me Wette ber fyngers in her fauce cepe 
wele coude fde carpe a mozfelfe of mete 
Chat nodrope fel HponGez Bree ft 

€ ‘ 



Prologne 

Sn curtepfee Was ſette fulle mehpl Ger Left 
Hezꝛ onerlippe Wiped fie foctene 
Chat in hez cuppe thez as no ferthing fene 
Df grece. Whan fhe Gadde dronke Gez drautiht 

_ STulle ſemely after Ger mete (Ge raught 
And fekivép ſhe thas of grete diſporte 
Of plefaunce and amyable of porte 
And peyned fez to countrefete Gere 
Df courte and co Ge ftatecp of manere 
And to be Golde ditne of reuerence 
But for to ſpeke of fez confcience 
pie Was focheritaBble and fo pyteous 
ile Wotve wepe if that fie ſa we a monfe 
Lauttht in trappe tf it were dede 02 bledde 
D f fmate foundes hadde fle that {Ge fedde 
wich rooſt fleſſhe oz mylke or waſtet brede 
But foze wept fie tf any of theym were deve 
D2 if nen fmote thepm ith perde ſmert 
And alle as confctence and tendre herte 
Fulle femelp Fer Wpmpyeppuched was 
Heꝛ nofe tretife Ger epen Grepaattlas - 
Heꝛ mouth finafand therto foft and rede 
But fphert (Ge hadde a faire forehede 
it has alinoft a fpanne Brode g trowe 
froz hardly fhe as nat vnder growe 
Fulle fetpre as fer Coke as as Waar 
Df ſmalle coꝛalle aboute fez arme ſhe Bare 
A pepre of Bedes , gauded afte With trene 
And there on Gent a broche fulle (Rene 
Dn whiche firft was writte acrotwned A 
And after that Amoz Sincit omnta 
A notties nonne with Ger Gaté (Ge 
That Was Ger chapeleyn and prefts thre 



Prolotie 

_ MHonhke the2z was faps for the maiftre 
a Ahn oute rpde2 thatfoued wete Senozpe 

— Amanlp man to Be an abbote able 
Fulle many a depnte horſe Gadde lie in (table 
Gnd wheny Ge rode men myght Gis bridel here 
Gynglintt nd Weiflpne in the winde cfere 
And che as lowde as doth the chapel Gell 
Chere as this fo2rde thas hepaz of the ccfte 
Fe reule of ſeint Maure and of feint Benet 
Yicaufe heheld it ſomwhat cfoe and ſtreyte 
This ilhe monhe fete olde thinges pace 
Gnd helde after the new worꝛlde the ſpace 
He paf nat of the tevte a pulledfenne 
Chat ſeyth that hunters Be nat holy men 
Me that amonhe When Ge is recHefeffe 
Sstrhke toa fiſſhe When itis Waterteffe 
This is to fep a monke oute of a clopftre 



Prolotie 

But that tevee hetde Ge nat worthſan opftre 
And ſ fey that fis opunpon has gode 
WHat ſhulde Ge ftudpe and make fim wode 
pon a Boke al wey in cloyſtre to ponre 
Dz flopnhe with his hondes andflaBoure 
As auftpn ßiddeth Gob ſhulde the worlde Be ſerued 

» Let Auftpn Gaue Fis ſwynke to Giry reſerued 
Cherfozebe asa prpcafouz a right 
Grehoundes fe Gadde as fWift as foule on (Righe 
Df prpking and of huntyng for the Gare 
Was alle hisluſt for no coſt wolde Ge fpare 
(i fatbe Fis (feues purfpied at the honde 
With Grice and Gat he fyneſt of a londe 
And to faften Sts hode Snore the chynne 
He Gadde of Golde wrougtht acurpousppnne 
Aloue hnotte in the gretrer ende thez Was 
His hede was Salled which fione as Glas 
And eke fis face ashe Gadde Been anoynte 
He Was a lorde fatte and in gode popnte 
His eyen fteep and ꝛolling in his hede 
That ſtempd as a furneys of a lede 
His botes ſowple His Gozs in grete eftate 
More certeynly Ge Was a fapre prelate 
He has nat pate asa foureppnedttoof—  - 
A fat fiban Coued Ge beſt of any rofte 
His patfrep Was as Broune aga bery 



Profotfite 

Frere ther asa Wanton anda merey 
: GCimptoure anda fulfolemne man 
| (Jn alke the ordres foure is none that can 
ZSomoche of dalpaunce and faire Cantiatfe 
He Gadde made fulle many a faire mariage 
Mf pong wymmen at Gis owen coſt 
Vnto his oꝛdre he aga novle pof— 
Fulle welbeloued and fulle famylier as Ge 
With frankleyns ouer alin his contre 
Andeke With worthy yemen of the towne 
Foꝛ he hadde poweꝛ of confeſſioun 
And ſeid him ſelf moze than a curate 
Andof fis ordre he was licenciat 

Fulle ſuetely herd Ge con feſſion 
And pleſaunt witb his abſolucion 
Andaneafp man to gyue penaunce 
There Ge Wifte to haue ode pitaunce 



Prolottne 

for Bitoa poure oꝛdure for to yue 
Js fitne ata man ts wote y firpue 
ffoz if fe paf Ge durſt wele make a Saunt — 
He wiſt that a man Was repentaunt 
Many a man ſohard is of herte 
He map ngt Wepe though Ge fore ſmerte 
Therfore in ftede of Weppng and prape2s 
Open mofte peue fifuez tothe poure freres 
His tepat bas p farfedfulofkupues 
And With pynnes to gyue faire wyues 
Anodcertepnefehaddeatmerpnote = 
Merely cowde fe fprtt and plep at the zote 

«Df peddingeshe Bare Detertp theprice > 
Sis neche Was White as He tloure device: 
Therto fizontte fe basasachiamppoun — 
And knewe the tauernes wele in enerp tolbne 
Andeuerp oftelez and tapfteze — - 
Wetter than alazaz o2 a beggeſteze 
froz into fuche a Wozthp man as he 
Accozdeth nat as Bp his faculte 
Co Gaue of ſuche ſeke fasers acquepntaunce: 
It is nat Goneft tt map nat auaunce 
Foꝛ to dele With fuche pozaitle . | 
But with riche and ſellers of Sptattle 
And ouez alle Here as richeffe ſhulde arpfe 
Curteps §e was and lColblp of ſeruice 
Cher was no man no wheꝛe fo Sertuous 
He was the beſt beggaz in his houſe 
And yaue a certeyne ferme for the graunt 
Noon of his brethern cam in his haunt 
Foꝛ thoutth a widowe hadde nat a ſſoo 
Soplefaunt was his in principio... 

yet Wolde he haue a ferthing oꝛ he went 



Prologue 

His purchace thas Better than fis rent — 7 
Gnd Berke Ge colboe asit were a wheſpe * 
G» Coue dates there conde he mekel heſpe 
3102 there he nas fpke aclopftrez 
With a thredebare tope asa poure frere 
Buthe waslpheamaifterozapope 
Of double woꝛſtede Was his femp cope 
Chat rounde was as a belle oute of preffe 
Zom what fe liſped for his wantowneſſe 
Co make his engliſſhe (ete Spon his tontke 
And his harpyng When he Gadde p ſuntze 
His eyen t wenkled in his hede a right 
As dooy the ſterres in the froſty npase — 
This worthy frere was calledhuberd 

Marchant 9 ne * — berd 
@ motlep On fis hozfe high he fat | | 

| open Ristiede a flaundres beuer fat a 



¶ Protkottue 
F 

Soe ‘ 

— 

Nis botes clafpid feyre and fetouſty 
His rea ſons Ge fpack ful ſolempn ey 

SZShe wintt alwey the encreſſe of Gis wynyntz 
He wolde the ſee were kepte for any chinge 
Betwixte Middelburgh and ore wekle 

Wweble cowde Ge in his eſchaunge ſelle 
CThis woꝛthy man Bis Witte fut wele beſette 
Theꝛ wiſt no wight Hat Ge as in dette 
So eſtately he Was of gouernaunce 

with bis Bargapnesand Wits Gis cheueſaunce 
oꝛ ſothe he masa worthy man With atte 
VBut ſothe to ſay h not how men him calle 

“aah ies 

\ Wi , | > \ \ i 
——— a Pe ee 4 ha YA: jon Utes 

Prieta <b> <3! “vee 

oe CRerhe ther has of Oxenfoꝛde affo 
a ~*~ That Snto lotlik had longe p go 
And lene Was Gis Gozfeasa rake 
4J Ind he Was nat right fat I Sndertahe 
But lobed holowe and theeto ſobirly 

Fut thredebare Was his ouereſt courtby 

mall 

(Steck ah} 



— MDretotne 

fror Ce Gadde Goten him pet no Benefice 
Jide Was nat worrdty tohaue an office 
y02§: Hadds Ceup 2 tofaue at bis beddys fede 
@ Wentp bok sf ccadin White and rede 
Of ariſ oile and of fis philo ſophie 
G ban robes ꝛiuche o2 fedyt 02 Abie 
lout alte be that be was a philoſophre 
pet Gadde be Buttpece golde in cofre 
Out ace thathe might of Gisfiendes Gene 
Dy Lokes and on lernyng he it (pent 
And be [i Cy Fay for the foutes prape 

| Df thepme that yaue him wherwiche to ſeolaye 
Of ttnope tobe fe mooſt cure andhede 
si2at a Wozrde (pabe Ge moze than nede 
Gnd Cat Was fepde in fourme andrenerence 
Sfozte and quiche and ful ofhigh fentence 
Sobupng moratBertue as Gis fpeche 
Anos ladlp Wokde Fe Cerne and gladky teche 
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Profoffite 

: Seigeaunt of earbe than a arid Wife 
a Was Here that oft Gadde be at the parnife 
That Was atfo fulle riche of ‘sins 3 

smiceel we was and of rete renerence. 
He ſemyd fuche ite tordes Were fo We: 
Guftice Be Was ful ofte in aſſiſe 
Bp patent and by playn cOmp(fioun, | 

. _ Ffo2 Gis fctence and his ſigh tenoun. .- 
Df feesandrobesGadfemanpone 
Zo grete a purchafouz Was there va none 
At was fee ſymple tofimineffecte. 
fis meee mise nat Be aye ſi uſpecte 
Nowhere —— theꝛ nas Nap at 
And pet Be feniet b Gefver tlanlie as. — 
Gn termesbad be he caas andoomesafle, 
ae fro ‘het tyme of hints witliam were fate 
Therto fe conde endite and mahe a thing. 
Theꝛ conde no wight pynche at Gis Writing 
Andeuetp (tatutecoudefeplepnByprote =, 
He rode But homely in a mpi Oefcote 

p Sirthed witha. fepnt of ih ii Gre fine 
f Gis avay telle noten tez tale ites ait. 
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Probłogue 

franbkleyn was in his companye 
& Wbhite as Gis berd asic the deyſie 

And of his tomplexioun has fangupn 
wele Coucd Ge bp the morowe a cuppe of wyn 
To kyue in oelite Was euez His wone : 
ffoz Ge Was eppcuctes oben fone AG : 

. That Geld opunyon that plapn delite 
Was Berzap felictte pazfite , | 
Bn Goufe Gotdez and thata grete Wag he 
Seint Julian be was in hie contre eee | 
His Brede his ale has artep aftez one | | 
@ Better Wiued man was no Wiiere none 
Withoute Bake mete ashe neutz in houſe 
His fiſſhe Gis fleſſhe and that foylentefous 
Gt ſnewed in his houſe of meteanddrinke — 
Df alle dentees that men coude thinke, | 
after the ſondry feafon of the pece 
So chaunged he Gis mete and his foupere 
fulle manp a fatte partriche hadde be in meWe 
And many a breme andCucein ſtewe 
Woo thas his coke Hut His ſa wee Were [ 
Popnaunt and (Garp and redp alle his ttere 
Histable dozmauntinttshateatwep = = 
Was redp couered alle the Cong dape 
Lt feffions ther as Ge lord and {ire 
Ffulle oft tyme fe was knyght of the (Fire | 
Aanlace anda gypſer alof filke — 7 ; 
Hing at Gis Givdel as white as morowe mpthe J 
A ſhereue hadde Ge Be and cozonoyre 3 | 
Was nowhere ſuche a Woz tGp Sauefoure 
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Nhaberdaſſhee the2 as anid'a carpentere 
a A Webbe a dpez anda tapyſe⸗ —* 

And they Were clothed alle in onelyuere 
Ofa ſolempne and grete fraterny)te 
Fukle freſſße and neww thetz tere pypped wass 
Theire hnpueschaped Were rat With bra ſſe 
But al ith fitner wrought tutte ckene and weſe 
Their Hirderesand their pouches euetp dike... 5, 
Wele femedeche of theym a faireBurtees 
To fitten in the yelde Halle at the defe 
Gueriche for the wiſdome that he can 
Was happely for to be an alderman 
for cate’ Gadde hep ynow andrent y 
And theiz pues wolde it wele affent 
And elles certepn thep Were to blame 
Gt is fulle faire to Be called Madame 
And tto to the vigylles alle bifoꝛe 
And haue a mantel riattp p Bore 

6 ii 



= Prologue 

Coke thep Gadde wits Hepty for the nones 
Z- To boyke the chekyns and the marp Bones 
And poudre marchaunt taré and galingaſt 

wele knee Fe a draught offondon ale 
Se conde rooft fethe broyle and frpe 
Opahke moztrelves and Wele Hake a pyre 
But Grete harme Was vt asit thought me 
for on bis ſyynne a mozmale Gadde Ge 
And Blanke mantes made Fe with the beſte 
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Shipman was there hat woned far Bp Welt 
froz outtht J Wote Fe has of dertimonth 
He rove Spon a rownce ashe couth ° 

hya Golbnefoldingtotiebnee = 
A vatttter on alacefangingfavoeie 
A Boute Gis neche vndre fis arme a do vne 
The hote fomez hadde made Gis hewe alle browne 
And certeynly he was a gode felawe oe 

Fulle manp a draught of wyne he Gadde dra we 
Fro Burdeuy Warde whike the chapman ſtepe 
Df nyce confcience toke he no kepe eth 
Of that Ge faugit and Gadde the higher Gonde 
Bp Water fe fent thepm home toeuerp force. 
But of fis craft to rehen wele his tydes 
His ſtremes and Gis dauntters him beſides 
His herberugh his mone and his klodema nagt 
Chere has none ſuche from hulle to Cartage 
Hardy Ge Was and waae toFndertake 
With manp a tempeft Bis Berre hath been ivi , 

il 
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Prologue 

He bnew alle the hauenes hat there Were 
Fro foteCondfinto Capfeneftre 
Gnd euerp cryke in britayn and in ſpayne 
His barge was cabled the Mpaudefepne 

With Hs thez as a doctoure of phifphe 
W -° Pp the woꝛlde was thez nonehim tyke — 

... Cofpeke of phpfike and ſurgery 
For Ge Was froundedin aftronompe | 
He hept Gis pacient a grete dele 
Gn Goures Bp matphe naturefce 
Wele conde Fe of foztune the ajcendene€ 
Df fis pmages foz Sis pactent 
He knewe the caufe of euerp mafadpe 
Were it of cofde hete moyſt 02 drye 
Gnd Were engendred of what humoure 
He asa Gerzp parfite practefoure 
Che caufe p hnole and of fis harme the rote 
Anone fe paf to the feke man fis bote 
ſtor redy aftvep Be fis apotecaries 



Prologite 

To fend him drutites and fis lectnaries 
Foꝛ eche of thepm made other foz to wynne 
Theire frendefHip was nat nel to begpnne 
frul wele hnewe he the ofde E fcutapins 
HAnddifcozpoesandekeRufus = 
Olde ppocras. fatp. andeke Galiene 
Serapton. Rafis. andekeutcene 
Auerropsdamafcene qndconftantpny 
Bernarde Gatti foen and Gilbertyn 
Of fis dpete mefurable was fe 
Foz it has of no ſuperfluite 

But of grete noryſſhing and detteſtyble 
His ſtodye was But Cptefon the byble 
Gn fangepn and in perce yckadde with alle 
Lp ned With taffata and With ſandalle 
And kytelle Ge Was of Sis difpence 
He kept that Fe Wan ty the peftiience 
for golde tn phyſike ts a cozdtalle | 
TherforefieCouedtfotceipefpecattee 
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Prokogue 

Gode wif thez has of beſyde Bathe | 
a And {Se thas ſome dele deef x that was ſcathe 

Df cothe makint hadde ſhe ſuche an haunt 
She paffed theym of ppre and of gaunt 
Gn abve the pariſſſe wif Was Chere none - 
That to the offrynge bifore bez fGutoe gone 
And if thez dyd certeyn wrothe Was (he 
Than Was ſhe oute o fable harpte 
Her hercheues Were fulle fpne of trounce 
GJourft (Were thep beped tire pounce 
That on fondap WereonherGede =. 
He2z Gofen Were of fpne ſcarlet rede ° 
Ful ſtreyte p tepde and (Boos fut mopft and new 
Bolde Was hez face faire arid rede of Bete 
SDée thas a worthy woman alle fez tpue 
Hufbondes at the chirche doze Gadde fie fyue 
withoute otfiez company in pouthe 
But therof nedith nat to fpeke as nowthe 
At acres hadde ſhe Been and at Hheru ſalem 
She bad pafjed through many a ftraunte reame 
at Roine (Ge Gadde Ge and Bofopne 
Ht fepne James in Galis and at Cofopne 
Sie coude moche of wandring in the Wep 
Gap tothed was ſhe ſothly to fep 
pon an ambuleꝛ fuleafelp (Ge fatte 
p Wpmpred wele and on her hede an hatte 
As rove as tt Were a bokeler o2 a tartfe 
A fote mantefaBoute fez hippes large 
And on bez heles a petre of fpores ſharpe 
nf ela wſhipcoude ſhe lawhe and carpe 
Of remedyes of loue ſhe coude paꝛ chaunce 
ffoz of that arte ſhe coude the ofde daunce 
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Provottr 

Gode man ther thas of relitioun 
a and thas a poure parfon of a tolbme 
But riche fe as of holy thought and Werke 
He wasalfoalernedmanacterhe 
Chat criftes ttofpelles trulp wolde preche 
His pariſſhons deuoutly wolde fe teche 
Benyttne Ge bas and wondre dititent 
And in aduerfite fulle pactent 
And ſuche he was proued ofte ſithes 
Fulle lothe Were Ge to curſe for fits tithes 
But rathez wolde Ge peue oute of doute 
Muto his poure pariſſhons aBoute 
Df fis offrpnte audehe of Gis fubftaunce 
He code in lytel thinttze haue fuffifaunce 
Wpoe as his paryſſhe and Goufes fez a ſondre 
But he fete nat foz rapne ne fo2 thundre 
Gn feheneffe nez in myſcheyf to Sifite 
The ferzeft in fis paryſſhe moze and Cpte 
Won bis feete and in his honde a ftaf 



Profotfue 

This noble enfample vntohis ſhepe Ge pane 
Chat firft Ge Wrought and after warde be taught 
Dute of the tofpelle the Wordeg he caught 
And this figure fe ehed therto 
That if golde ruft What ſhulde iron d00 
ffoz a preeft to Be foute tn whom We trufte 
No Wondre isa Cede man to rufte 
And (Game it isif a preeft take hepe 
A flottp fhepeferd anda clene ſhepe 
Wee ought a pree(t enfample to gyue 
By hisclene ſſe Gol his ſhepe (fotorpue 
Beſette nat his benefice tohpre 
Hndfete Gis ſhepe acombre in the myre 
And rynne tofondon to fepnt poutes 
And febe him a chauntrye for foules 
D thez With a broderhode to Be witholde 
But duelle at home and hepe fis folde 
So that the Wolf ne made tt nat mpfcarpe 
He Wasa ſhepeherde and nata mercenarpe 
And thoutth Ge holy Were and Pertuons : 
He Was nat tofpnfulinen to diſpiteous 
Me of fis teching daungerous ne digne 
But in hts ſpeche difcrete and Benigne 
To drawe folke to hewyn With fairne fe 
Bp Hove enfamyle that bas his befpneffe 
But it were anp parfone obfipnate 
whether Ge ere of high o2 Lowe eftate 
Him wolde Ge ſnybbe ſharpely for the nones 
Abettre preeft § trotbe nowhere none is 
He haptedaftez no pompe ne renerence 
Me made to fin a fppced confcience 
But criftes lore and his apoftefes twelue 
He taught But firft Ge folowed him fetue 



wth him chez Was a plewe man Fis Brodez 
w That hadde led of dunt many a fotfer _ 

A trew ſwynker anda gode has Ge 
Leuyntt in peafe and parfite charite 
God Coued Ge beſt with alle Fis hert 
At alle tymes thougth Ge gamed oz ſmert 
And than Gis nyg bboure right as him ſelue 
He wolde threfſhe and therto oigge and delue 
For criftes fake for euery poure Wight 
withoute hyre if it ley in his myght 
His tythes paide fe faire and wele 
Of fis proper ſwynke and his catele 
Gn a taberd Ge rode Spon a mere 
There was alſo a reue andehe a miflere 
A fompnouz anda pardonere alfo 
A manciple and mp felue there was sto moo 



Profogue 
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Che mplier Was a (toute carfe for the nones 
Fulle Bye Ge thas of brauy and Bones 
That proued wele foz oner alle there he cam 

He Wraltling alwey he wolde Haue the vary 
He has ſhoꝛt ſhuldred brode a thiche quarze 
There was nodoze that he nolde heue of the Barre 
£D 2 Brehe it at rennyngte With his hede 
His berd as any ſowe or foy was rede 
And therto brode as it Were a ſpade 
WM pon the cop right of Gis noſe he hadde 
A Werte. and theze on ftode a tufte of heres 
Kede as the bruſteles of a ſowes eres 
His nofetrittes blake Were and Wide 
A fWerde and a Bokele2 Bare Ge by Gis fide 
His mouth as grete as asa furneps | 
He asa ſangler anda ttotiardeys : 
And that was mooft of fpnne and Garfottirs 
wele conde fe ftege cozne and toffe thries 
And that Ge hadde a thombe of golde parde 
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Prologn 

A white cote and a blewe Sove wered Ge 
A bagge pppe conde fe blowe and fotbne 
And ther with he Brougiths outeoftobne 
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Co make himlyue Bp his oven focd 
Gn Gonoure deties But Ge Were Wore 



Profogue 

D ther lyue fcarfelp as theym liſte de ſire 
And able for to helpe alte the (hire 
Gy anp caufe that might falle oz happe 
And pet his manciple fet alle theiz cappe 
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Reue he2 was a ſtendre coferike man 
a His berde is ſhaue as nygb as he can 

His heres Were Bp his eres rounde y ſhore 
is top thas doched like a preeſt bifore : 
Fulle Leng Were his legges and fulle lene 
Lphea (taf thez is no calf p fene 
wele coute fe hepeagarnez andaGpnne — 
Thez has none auditoure coure of bin wynne 
wele Wit He By the drought and Bp the rapy 
Che yelding of fis fede and of Gis greyn 
His Cordes ſhepe Gis nete and his deyrẽ 
His ſwyne Gis horſe Gis ftoze and his pultre 
was holy ty this reups gouernpng by 
Gnd Gp Gis couenaunt pauethe rernpng 
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Prologue 

Somnoure ih vs was in that place 
a Par a — rede cherubyns face 

for faff€eme he was Wits epen narow 
Hote fe has and liherous as a ſparow 
With Beak browes featied and pilled Berd 
D f Gis Sifatge chivoren Were a ferd ‘ 
Cher nas quybſiluer Citarge ne brymſtone 
Boꝛace cerufe ne opte of taxtre none. 
Ne opnement that Wolde cLenfe ne bite 
Chat him might Gelpe of Gis Wethes White « 
Ne of Gis hnobBes fitting onfisciehes 
weleloue d fe opnons fartele and lebes 
And for todtinke (trong wyne as rede as blode 
Chan woſld he ſpeke and cry as he Were Wood 
Gund When Ge hadde wele dronke the wyne 
Than Wolde Fe ſpeke no woꝛde but latyn 
A fewe termes hadde he two or thre 
Chat Ge Gadde lernyd of fur man of decre 
Mo Wondre is he herde it atte the daye 
And eke pe knowe wele that a hay 
Wan clepe Watte as wele as can the pope 
But Ifo coude him inothie thinges trope 
T4an Gadde be (pent alle bis phitopfpe 
Ap queftio quid queris wolde Ge crp 
He Was a HentpeGarlote andkpnoe 
 Bettre felaw (Golde men nat fynde 
He Wolde fuffre foz a quarte of pn 
A gode fefolve to haue his concuBpn 
A thelf moneth and excuſe Gin at the fulle 
Fulle pryuely a fynche eke conde he pulle 
And if Ge fonde owhere a good felawe 
Pe wolde teche him anone to haue abe 
Gn ſuche caas of the arciedehpnscurfe — 



ANS 

Prologue 

Dut if mannes foule Were in Gis purfe 
ffoz in hts purfe Ge foofde punyſſhed Be 
Purſe ts the archedehenes Helle faide fe 
‘Dut Wele § Woote he Cied right in dede 
Df curfpnet ought eche man to drede 
For curſyntt Witte fle right as fopling ſaueth 
And alſo Ware Fim of a fignificauit 
(in daunger Gadde fe at fis olbn guyſe 
Atte the pont tprfes of the diocpfe 
And knewe of theive counfep? and Was of theiz rege 
A garlonde fe hadde fette Spon Sis hede 
As grete agit Were anate ftahe — | 
A Bokefer Gadde Fe mate him of a cabe 
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ped theym there rode a tentifpardone 2 w Df rouncpuate fis frende andhis compere 

Chat (Freight was come fro the courte of Rome 
Fulle lowde Ge font come hyther foue to me 

This fompnonre Bare to him a ſtyf Burdoun 
Was neuts trompe of Galf ſo grete a fowne 

| c 



jOvolotfue 

This pardoner Gad bere as pelo as wey 
And finoth tt feng as doth a ftrphe of lew 
Bp Gounfes Fentt Gis vockes that Ge Gadde 
And ther with his ſhulders ouez ſpradde 
But than itlep bp culpons one and oon 
An hode for joipte ered he none 
froz it was trujjed Dpon his walette 
Him thought he rode vpon a newget 
Diſſheuyld fare his ca ppe he rove atte Bare — 
Suche graryng epen had he ashathe an fare 
a Bernacce hadoe He folbed Spo Gis cappe 
His Walet biforne bin hadde Ue tn Gis Lappe 
Brette fuile of pardon come fro Viomie atle Gote 
Aboyce he tzadde as (matte av bath a gote 
No Serde Gadde he ne neuir ſhuld Gane 
Gis finotiie was it as tt Were neh f Haye 
(J trolbe fie Were a gelding oz a mare — ß 
But of his craft from Berwphe Hnto ware 
Me Was thez nowhere fuche a pardonez 
Foꝛ ty his mate Ge hadde a ppfowe Beer 
which that he fetd Was oure Cadpes veyle 
He ſaid He Gadde a Hobbet of the ſeyle 
Chat ſeynt Wetp2 Gadde Whan Hat Ge Went 
Wpor the fee tpl vefuscrift hin, Gent 
He Hadde a crofje of Caton fulle of fiones 
And in a gtlaſſe he hadde pigges Bones 
Hut with theſe reliques whan that he fonde 
a poure parfon duckling Spon fonde 
Vpon a oape he Fat Giny moze monep 
Than the parfon fat in monethes twey 
And thus hadde he flateries and tapes 

e made the parfon and the peple his apes 
Kut trulp to telie at the laſt 



Prolottue 

He Was in chirche a noble eccle ſiaſte 
wele code fie rede a leſſon o2 a ſtorye 
But altherbeſt Ge ſonge an offretozpe ? 
froz wele he Wift WEan that fon ge as funge 
He muft preche and fle a Witte Gis tunge 
Co wynne fituer as he fulle Wile coude 
Therfore Ge ſonge the merierly and loude 

D w haue § tolde pou ſhoꝛtely in a ctanfe 
it Che (tate thé avzape the nombre ¢ the caufe 

WwWbhy chat affembled Was this company 
Gn Soutiitberhe at tie gentil hoſterye | 
Chat hight the CaGerde faft Bp the Belle 
Wut nod is tpme to pou foz to telle 
Hod that lve Bare $s that ithe nyght 
when that We Were in the Goftrp a light 
And after Wille j telle of oure viage 
And alle the remenaunt of oure pilgramage 
But firft h pou prap of pouz curtefpe 
That pe arette nat mp ditonpe 

 Chough Gat G plapntp ſpeke in his matere 
Cotetle pou thrtz Wordesand theivecHere 
And though h ſpeke theive wordes propirip 
froz this pe hnoibe afibele as J 
Who fiat a tale telle after a man 
He muft reherſe as neve as he can 
Cucrp Woꝛde if it Be in his Harte 
Al fpebe Ge neuiz fo rudely and foarte 
Drelles he muft telle his tale Sutretve 
Dz fep thinges oz fepne wordes nerve | 
fie map nat fpave afthough fe Were his Brodex 
He moot af Wee fap o Worde as a nother 
Crift ſpake him fetue ful brode ty holy writte 
And wele pe wote no bilany is it 

ci 



Prolotgue 

Ehe plato ſeyeth who can it reve 
The Worde muft Ge coſyn to the dede 
AlfoG prape pou fozpeue it me | 
Al thoutth 3 fet nat folk in theire dettre 
Here in the fe tales as thep ſhulde ftonde 
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¢ Andtothe foupere fette he Ss anone 
He ferupd Bs With vitaylle at the beſt 

Stronte Was the wyne and Wele drinke Bo kyſt 
A femetp man oure oft as with alle 
fioz tobe a marſhalte in a fozdesGalfe | 
G large man fe thas with epen ftepe 
A feprez brugttes is ther none tn chepe | 
Bolde of bis fpeche and wele was p tantie 
And of manhode Cached Ge rigtht naught 
Che therto was he righta merp man 
And aftez ſouper to plepen Ge Began 
Ant fpakeof mirth amonge otfiez hinges | 

Opp whitte is fHorte pe map wele Bndreftonde | 

ee 
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Prologue 

whay that we hadde made oure rehnpntes — 
He ſayd thus lordynges trulhhß 
pe Be come right welcom hertly 
froz Bp mp trewth if 9 (Galle nat lye 
Gfa nat this pere fomerp a company 
At onpsin this herboꝛowas nol oe! 
frepne wolde J vo pou myrtth if J wift how 
and of a myrth Gam right now Be thought 
To do you eaſe and it ſhab coſt pou nought 
pe go to Caunterbury warde god pou ſpede 

Che Glifful martps quyte pou pour mede 
And wele pe Wote as ye to bp the wey 
pe fiappy pou to ta we and to pley 
Foꝛr trutp. comfort ne myrth is none 
Co ryde By the wey dombe as a ſtone 2 
And therfore Wille J make pou difporte 
As ſ ſaid erſt and do pou comfozte 
And tt lpketG pou alle bp one affent 
froz to ſtonde at mp tugement 
And for to Wprhe as ſhalle pou fap 
ComozoW Whan pe rpden on the ap 
flow By mp fadre foufe thatisdede 
But pe Be merp 4 fGatie dpue pou my Gede 
Holde Sp pouz fond withoute moze ſpeche 
Dure counfef ſhal natlont Be to feche 
Ds thought it bas nat worth tomake bs wys 
And graunted him With oute moze a bps 
And badde him fep Gis Serdite ac himliſt 
Lordintes quod he now herkneth foz the beſt 
But take it nat J prape you in diſdeyn 
This is the poynte to fpebe it ſhorte and pleyn 
That eche of pou to ſhorte With pouz wey 
(Jy this Siage fHatte tel tales twey 
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Prologue 

To Caunterburywarde ſ mene it ſo 
And homwarde he ſhal teive othez tates tho 
Df auentures that Whitom haue befalle 
And whiche of pou Berith him beſt of alle 
Chat is to fap that tellith in this caas 
Cales of the beſt fentence and mooft foface 
Shalie ha ue a foupez of ouz alter coſt 
Here ty this prace ſittyng Bp the poft 
han that We com apen ftom CaunterBurp 
Gnd foz to make pou tie moze merp 
Iwille mp fefue godely With pou ry de 
Right at mpy olben coft and Ve pouz gyde 
Gnd who that Woemp iugement With fap 
Shortely (Hal pape atte that ts (pent bp the wey 
And if he bouch ſauf that it Ge fo 
Cefme anone withonte wordes mo 
Hnd J While arlp ſhape me therfore 
This hing was graunted and otfies ſwore 
With fui geadfherte and prepen him alſo 
Chat Ge wolde Houchefanf hat tt Ge ſo 
And that he wolde Ge ouz fouernouz 
And of onz tafesiuge and repoꝛtouꝛ 
And fette a foupez at ace 2tepy pryce 
And Wwolde Ge ruled at hie deuyce 
High and lowe and alle by one affent 
We Be accozded to this ingement ni 
Aud ther Spon the wyne as fetteanone 
We dranke and to reft Went we ecfone 
With oute anylentter taripng 
A mozolbe thfen the dap Gan fpring 
Vp rofe ouz Gooft and twas alle onz cok 
Ant fadred hs to gidre ale in a flok 
And forth We rpden lite’ moze than paas 



Prologue 

Vnto the waterintt of fent Thomas 
and there ouz Goft gan fis hoꝛ ſe areft 
And ſaid herkenethlordinges if pe tift 
pe Woot oure foz Warde and ſ pou recozde 
pfeupnfongand mozofonge accorte 
Let fe no Wwho ſhal tele the firſt tale 
Hs eutz mot drinke wyne oz ale 
who fo wilbe rebelle to mp iugement 
Shal pap for alle that is Gp the wey fpent 

O lhe oral cut or that pe fnrther twynne 
ti Whiche (Gal he firſt take betynne 

Syr kinyght quod Ge mp maſter ane my Corde 
Mow ora with cut foz that is mpn accorte 
Cometh hethe2 quod Ge mp Cadp priozeffe 
Gnd pe Spzcterhe Cet Bp pouz (Hamefaftnes ° 
Ne (tudpe nat. Lep oy hand euery man 
Anone todra Wen euerp Wight began 
And (Goztelp to te lle as it as 
Were it Bp auenture fortune 02 caas 
Che fothe ts this. he cut fyl on the hnpute 

«Df Whiche fulte Brith ant glade is cuerp wise 
And telle be muft-asit Was refon 
By for bard and bp compoficion 
Gs pe Gaue Gerve What nedith wordes mo 
And han this fodeman falve that it Was fo 
Ashe that as Wife and obedient 
Cohkepe Gis for hard Gp Gis fre affent 
He ſaide fithnes 9 ſhal begynne the tame 
What tetcom be cut in goddes name 
Mow Cet Hs rpde andferhen what J fap 
And With that worde We riden furth our ep — 
And Ge begay With a right merp chere 
And fepdanone Gis tage aspe fHatieGere 
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The knyghtes Tale 

Here begynneth the bnightes tate 
SOLS AK “ —— 
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whilom a8 ofde ftozpes tellith fs 
w Chez Wasa duke hight Theſeus 

Df Thebes Ge was lorde and foncrnorz 
| And tn His tpme fuche a conquerouz 

Chat Hretez was thez none vndre the ſonne 
ffulie manp a riche contre hadde fe wonne 
That With fis Wifdom and cheualry 
He conquered alle the rene of femenp 
That whilom was cleped Cithea 
And wedded the quene ppolita 
Gnd brought fez fome in Gis contre 
With moche glorye and fofennpte 

_ Andehe her pont fuftre Emely 
And thus With Bictorp and mefodp 
Let J his worthy ouhke to athe nes rpde 
And alle Gis hooſt in harneys him Be fide 
And certes if it neve toLong to Gere 



Che hupyites Cale 

Gj wolde haue tolde fullp the matere 
How onne thas the regneoffempne — 
Bp theſeus and bp his cheualry 
And of the Grete bataille for the nones 

Betwivx Atheues and ainafones 
And how beſeged thas ppotita 
Che faire hardy queneof Citiea 
And of tie feſt that has at Ge2 Wedding 
And of the tempeſt at Ge2z home comyng 
But afte that thpng h moot as nob forbere 
{Gane god ote a Carte fefde to ere 
And eke Been the oven ty mp plow 
The remenaunt of mp tale istong prow 
(§ Wil nat let eke none of this route 
Vet euery felow telle Gis tale aboute 
And let fe no who ſhalle the foupez wynne 
And there keft Witte agepy Begpnne 

His duke of whom J make mencton 
€ whan fhe was come almoft to the toun 
Gh alhis Weltfe and his mooft prpde 

_ He thas Ware as fe caft Gis epe a (poe 
where that there kneled ty the High wep 
A companp of Cadies twey and twey 
CE che after otter cladde in clothes blake 
But fuche acrpe and fuche a wo thep make 
Chat in this World npscreature fpupntt 
Chat herde fuche an otGez Wepmenting 
And of thiscrp hep nofde neuiz ſtentyn 
Cplitiep the reynes of Bis bridel Gentpny 
what folke Be pe hat at mpn Home comput 
Perturben fo mp feſt With criyng 
Quod Thefens, Baue pe fo grete enuye 
Df wyy Gononz that thus complepy andcrp 



Clic kinyghtes tale 

D2 who hath pou myſboden o2 offended 
And tef me if it map Be amended 
And why that pe Be clothed thus ty Brake 
Che ofdeft Cady of them alle fpahe 
Whan ſhe bad ſwoned With a dedky chere 
Chat it as rewth to fe and to bere 
She fapd Corde to whom fortune hath peue 
Pictozp..andas a conquerouz tofpue 
Nouttht greueth Ss pouz gloꝛy and pouz honouꝛ 
But we Befeke pou of mercp and focouz 
Paue mercp on ouz Woo and oviftreffe _ 
Som drope of pite thrugh thp gentiineffe 
Vpon Gs wreched Women let now fatke 
Foꝛ ceztes ſorde thez is none of bs alce 
G Gat ſhe ne Gath Been oucheffe 02 a quene 
Mol Be the captiffes as tt is wele fene 
ChanhkedBe fortune and ficz fais Whele 
That none cftate enfuret§ to be wele 
NeW certcs Corde to abide pouz prefence 
Here ty Chis temple of the god de {fe clemence 
Wwe haue Be hapting alle this fouriny obt 
Now help Fslo2rd frtG it lieth w thy might 

wreche Which hat Wepe and Waple ihus 
& Wbhilom wif tohing Campaneus 

Chat ftarft at thebes a curfed Ge that day 
And alfe we than Bern in hts arape 
And make alle this Lamentacton 
We foften alle ouꝛ huſbon des at that toun, 
Whiles that the fete there aboute Lap 
Gnd pet no the cfde creon wela way 
G Hat lord is nol of Thebes that ctte 
Ful filled of Gre and iniquite 
He for cefpite and foz Gis tiranny 



Che kenyghees tate 

To doon thededSodiesSifonp === 
SD f atle oz Cordes Which that Been ſtawe 
Hath alle the Bodies on ay hepe p drawe 
And wornat fuffre theym Bp none aſſent 
MNethez to be Burped ne tobe brent 
But mahith Goundes toete them in dif pice 
And with that worde with oute moze reſpite 
Chey fallen groueling andcrp piteouffp 
Pave 07 Fs wrechid Women fom merep 
Andéet our ſorow (puke in thyn Gezte 
Chis gentil duke of his coufez (tere 
With hert pitous whenne he herde chery ſpeke 
Him thought his Gert wolde breke 
lien Ge ſa we ther fo pitous and fomate 
Chat whilom bere of ſo grete eſtate 
And in his armes fie them alce vphent 
And ther con forteh in fulle gode entent 
And ſwoze fits othe as he was trew knight 
He wolde do fo ferforth bis might 
Vpon the tyraunt creon Fim to wreke 
That alle the peple of rece ſhuld fpeke 
How Creon Was of thefeus p ferucd 
Ashe that Gath fis deth wele deferucd 
And right anone Withouten moze above 
His Banez Ge difplaied and forth Ge rode 
C6 thebes Warde and alte his ooft beſyde 
No nex athenes nolde Ge to ne rpoe 
Ne tahe his eaſe nat fullp Fafa dap 
But on his wep that nyght Ge Cap 
And fent anone ppofita the quene 
And F mefyp her pong fuftre ſhene 
Vnto the tounofatienestoduelle 
And forth he rydeth ther is no moze to telle 



The hnpwbites tale 

He rede ftatue of mars With fpere and targe 
€ SoffGpneth in bis whtte Banez lartte 

Chat afie the feldes glittren Sp and oun 
And by his Bane Bozn ts fis penon | 
Df gokde fulle riche in which theꝛ was p Bete 
Che mpnutaure Which fe Wan in crete 
Chus rideth this duhe this conquerouz 
And ty fis ofte of cheualrye the floure 
Cil that he can to Thebes and a light 
fratre in afeld there as Ge thought to fittht 
But ſhortly for to ſpeke of this thing 
With creon whiche Was of thebes byng 
He faust, and fla hin manly as ã k nyght 
(jn plapy Sataitle and put fis fothe to flight 
Bnd at a fate fe Wan the cite aftez : 
And rent a doun walle fparze and rafter 
Gnd to the Ladies Ge reftored agepn 
The Bodtes of theiz GufBondes that wer ſtayy 
TodooGfequpes as tho was the guyſe | 
But it Were atie to longe foz to deuiſe 
Che ttrete cka mour and the weymenting 
That the kadies made atte brennyng 
Df the Bodies . and the grete honou⸗ 
Chat Thefeus the noBce conquerouz ; 
Dotf to the Ladies When hep from Him Went - 
But fliortep for to telle ta mpn entent 
When that this worthy duke this Thefeus 
Hath creon ſtayne and wan thebes thus 
StpCin the feloe Fe tohe at nittht Gis reſt 
Ano did with alfe the contre as himliſt 
He ranfaher in the taas of Bodies dede 
Theym for to (tripe of farneps.and of wede 
The pylours dyde theiz Befpneffe andcnre 



The hupyftes tate 

After the bataylle and the difcomfiture 
And fo befptle hat ty hat caas thep fonde 
Chrow gyrt bith many a greueus Wounde 
C Wo pong knyghtes png Gp and Bp 
Bothe in one harneys Wrought fulle richely 
Df whiche tivo Arcite hight that one 
And che otfez knyght heght Palamon 
Mat fullp quicke ne fully dede they ere 
But Gp their cote armure and thetz gere 
Che herodes knew thepm beſt in ſpecialle 
As that they were of the blode ryalle 
Df thebes and of Suſtryn two p boꝛe 
sDute of the taas the pylours haue theym tore 
And haue theym carted foft into the tent 
Df thefeus. and Ge futie fone thepm fent 
Co Athenes to duelce theze ty pryſon 
Pezpetuct(e foz Ge nofde no raunfon 
Ano whey this worthy duke Gadde thus doon 
He toke his hooſt and Gome Ge gothe anone 
With Caurez crowned as a conqueroute 
And there §e lyueth in Jope andin honoure 
Cerne of Gis kyf What nedith wordes moo 
And ty a toure in anttuyſſhe and With Woo 
Duetłith palamon and fits feta arcite 
ffoz eutzmoze thez map no golde thepm quyte 

Hus paffed pere Bp pere and dap Bp dap 
€  Cptit feConesina moznpne of Apap 

Chat Lmelp that fairer as to feen 
Than ts the lely Hpon the ftathe grene 
And freſſher than map Wits floures nee 
Foꝛ With the rofe cofoure ſtroue Bez hew 
J not which as the fatrez of thepm tbo 
{2 it as day as was heꝛ Wonte todo 



Che kinyghtes tale 

Sie has a rpfen and alle redp dittht 
ffoz map Wok haue no ſlogarde a nyttht 
The feafon prichith euery Gentil fert 
And mahith him oute of fits ſlepe to (tert 
‘And fapet§ arpfe and 00 tpn obfernaunces _ 
Chis mahich E melp to haue rememBraunces 
To do fonouz to map and for to ryſe 
p clothed freſſhe bas ſhe todeupfe 
Hez yelow heze Was broyded on a treſſe 
Behinde bez Sake along perd fi teffe 
And ty the gardepn at the fon Sprite 
She Walked Dp and doun and as fez lifte 
She gadred floures part White and reve 
To mahe a ſubtel chapelet for fez hede 
And as an aungel heuynly ſhe ſong 
Che gtrete toure that was ſo thiche and ſtronge 
whiche of the cafter as the chief dungeon 
There as the knyghtes Were ty prpfon7 
Df whiche J tolde pou and telle (hatte 
was euyn topnaunt to the gardyn walle 
There as this Emely hadde her pleipng - 
Bright Was the ſonne and cfeze that mornyntt 
Gnd palamon this Wofulle prifonez 
As Was fits tone Bp feue of bis taplez 
Was tpfen and ro wmeth in the chambre on Hig6 
Gn whiche alle the noble cyte Ge feith 
And ehe the gardyn ful of Braunches Fre te 
Chere as this freſſhe Emelp the ſhene 
Was in bez Walk and romed Sp and downe 
This fozoufuite prpfonez his pala moy 
Goth in the chambre rompng toandfro 
And to him fefue complepned of fis Woo 
That fe Was borne fulle ofte fe fey de atlas 



Sie hapa dies tate 

And ſo befyl by auentnreandcaas 
That throuth a wyndow of manp a barre 
SD firon tfrete and ſquare as anp fparze 
He caft Gis epen Spon Emelpa 
And thertbith he blent andcrped ax 
As thoutth fe Were ſtongen to ihe hert 

And with that ery arcite anone Bp ſtert 
And ſaide coſyy nyne What aylith the 
Chat art fo pale and dedly on to fee 
wWhy crieft hou Who bath do the offence 
froz Goddes fone take alve tn pactence 
D uve prpfon, for it map non otheꝛ ge 
Fortune Gath peue Ss thisaduerfite — 
Dz elles for iked afpecte oz difpoftcion 
SD f faturne, Bp fom conftetvation 
Hath pene Ss this al though We Gad fivozn 
So ſtode the heuyn Whar we Were Born 
Wwe muft endure thts ts the ſhorte and pleyn 
This palamon aunf werd and ſeid a geyn 
Coſyn forfott of his opunyon | 
Chou haſt a Sepy pmatinacton 
Chis pryſon caufeth me nat tocrpe 
Hut J as hurt now through mpn epe 
Vnto mp here that wol my Bane Be 
Che fairneffe of a lady that fj fe 
pondre in the gardeyn rowmyntt toand fro 
iscaufeofmpcripnttandmp woo 
Jj not Whether fe Be oman 02 goddeſſe 
But Denns it ts ſothley as teffe 
And ther With alle on hnees doun Ge fylle 
And faid Genus if it Be chp Wille 
pou in tits ggardeyn thusto tranffigure 
Sifoꝛe me ſoroufulle wreche thp creature 



Che hnypabtes tale 

Due of this prpfon helpe that we map (rape 
And tf it Be oure deftpnpe fo Be ſhape 
By eterne worde todpe in prpfon _ 
SD f ore fit¢nate Gaue ſom compa(fion 
That is ſolowe p Brought bp tprannpe 
And With that worde Arcyte can efppe 
Where as the kady Went toandfroo 
And With that ſight ez Beaute hurte him fo 
That if patamon Were Wounded foze 
Arcyte to hurt a ſmoche o2 moꝛe 

And With a ſygo he ſayde piteouſty 
The freſſhe beaute me ſteeth ſodenly 
Of fier that ropmeth in yondre place 
Hund But I Gane bez mercy and bez grace 
Chut may fee bez at the leſte wey 
J nam But dede there is no moze to fepe 

His palamon hen he thefe woꝛdes herve 
t Difpiteoufip be koneth and aunſ werd 
whether ſaiſt thou thts in erneſt 02 in pleye 
Map quod arcyte ty erneſt Hp mp fap 
God helpe me fo J tuft fur Citel to peep | 
G Gis pala mon gan hnptte Gis browes twey 
(Jt Were quod fe to the no grete Gonoure 
ffoz to Be fats ne foz to Be a traptoure 
Co me that am thy cofpy and tip Brother 
y ſworne fuldepe andeche of Gs to otfiez 
Chat neutz for toopenin the pepn — 
Cpt that the deth departe ſhalce Ss tweyn 
Neyther of Ss in loue to hyndre offer 
Me tn non otfie2 cafe mp leue Brothez 
Gnd that thou ſhuldeſt further me 
(Jn euerp cafe as fOutoe further the f 
Chis bas thpn otfeandmpnecertepn - iy 

»% 



The knyghtes Cale 

_ . J Wote it wele thou darft it nat withſayen 
Thus ave How of mp counfetl withoute toute 
And now thou woldeſt falfetp Fe aBoute 
To loue mp lady whom hloue and ferue 

And euis ſhalle tille that mpn hezte ſterue 
Now certes fals arcite thou ſhalt nat fo 
Jfoued Gez firſt and tofoe the np ho 
As to mp coun ſel and to mp Brotie2 ſworn 
Co further meas) Gane tovde Biforzn - 
Foz Witch thou art Bounden asa kuptie 
To helpe me if it lay in thy mynht 
Oꝛ elles art thou fals J O12 Wele ſeyn 
This Arcite fulle proudely fpake ageyn 
Chou ſhalt quod he Be ratheꝛ fals than J 
But thou art fals telle the vtterly 
Foꝛ paramouz § foued tiez firſt e2 thou 
WHat Wilt thou fepen thou wiſteſt nat pet not 
whether ſhe Bea Woman o2 a goddeſſe 
Thyn ts affection of hokyneſſe 
Aid myn isloue as toa creature 
Foꝛ Which § tolde the myn auenture 
As to mp cofpn and mp Brotfier (Worn 
J fuppofe thou loue deſt Ge2 Sifozn 
woteſt thou nat wele the olde clerkes fate 
That who ſhalgyue atone any lal 
Loue ts a fretezlalve Bp mp panne 
Chan map Be gene of any erthly man 
Und therfore poftttf lal and ſuche decre 
(36 Broken alday for fone in eche dettre 
Aman muft nedes loue mattre his hede 
He may nat fle it though Ge ſhuld Be dee 

Albe (He mapde Wido oz Wif 
Gud eke itis nat likely af Bp tpf 

| . dt 



The buyghtes Cale 

To ſtonde in her grace no moꝛe ſhalle I 
ffor wele thou woteſt thy ſelf berely 
That thou and be dampued to pryſon 
Peꝛpetually vs ganeth no raunſon 
Whe ſtryue as did the houndes for the Bone 
Tiep faught aldap and pet thetz part has none 
Thercama curze While thep were fo wroth 
And Gaaz awey the Hone bitwix ther Both 
Gnd therfore at the binges court mp brother 
Eche man for Hts ſelue there is none otfiez 
Loue if thou lift foz Groue aud ap ſhalle 
nd fothtp lief brodre this is alle 
Here ty this prpfon muft Wwe endure 
Gnd euerp of bs take fis auenture 
Grete thas the ſtryf andlong betwix them twey 
pf hat J Gadde fepfez foz to fep 
But to the effecte it Gapped on a dap 
To telle it pou ſhortly as map — 

Wortip dube that higde parotheus 
a That fela w has toodube thefeus 

Sith thilke dap that thep Were chiforen tite 
Was come to athenes Gis felat to Ltfite 
Gnd for to plep ashe was wonte to doo 
Joꝛ ty this Wozlde Geloucd noman foo 
And he Coucd him as tenderly agepy 
So wele theyloued as olde bobes ſayn 
Chat hen that one Was dede ſothly to telle 
His fetal Went and ſought him doun in Feb e 
But of that ftozp lift me nat toendite 
sDuhe parothens Coued wele arcite 
And Gadde him hnold at thebes pere By pere 
And finally at he requeft and praper 
Df parotheus withoute anp raunfon 



The knpHites Tale 

Duke Thefeus ete him oute of prpfon 
Ffrely to go where Gimeiftouezatie 
Gn ſuche ã guyſe as ſ you tette ſſalle 
This Was the forwarde plapntp to endite 
Betwixte uke Theſeus and him arcite 
That if ſo were that Arcite were founde 
Eutz in bis lif by day oz Bp ſtounde 
Jy anp countee of this duke Cheſeus 
And fe Were caught. tt as accorded thus 
Chat With a ſwerde Ge ſhurde Cefe his hede 
Chere Was none otfez remedp ne rede 
Yout tahiti Gis leue and hom warde Gin ſpedde 
Let Him Be waar Gis necke lieth to W. coe 
How grete forolb nol fuffreth arcite 
His deth he feleth through his herte fmpte 
He We pith wayleth and crieth pptcoufip 
Co fve him ſelue Ge wayteth pryuely 
He ſaid allas the dap that was born 
Mow ts mp prpfon werſe than biforn 
Now is me ſhapen eternally to duckie 
Mat iy purgatorp But in fetee 
Allas that euiz bnel Parotheus 
fioz elles Gadde J duelt Wits Theſeus 
p fetred in Gis prpfoneuirmoo 
Chan Gadve J Ge ty eafe and natin woo 
D nly the ſight of fez whom that I ferne 
Thougs that neutz fez trace may defe rue 
Wofve haue fuffifed rigét prow for me 
O dere cofpy PaLlanion quod he 
Thyn ts the Dictozy of thisanenture 
‘Sful Geif ful in prpfon maift thou endure 
\sn prpfon nap. certes But in paradife 
wele Hath fortune to the tarned the opfe " 

it 



Thehupyhtes Tate 

That haſte the figde of heꝛ and thaBfernce 
For poffiBle it is fitGnes thon Gaft Gez preſence 
Andart aknpeita worthy may and able 
That Bp fom caas fith fortune ts chaungeable 
Chou napft fomtpme to thy defpre attepre 
But J chat am evited and Barzepn 
Df aie trace and fo in Grete difpepz 
Chat there nps WatezertG fpre ne epre 
Ne creature that of them maked is 
Chat map ne hele or docomfozt tn this 
wele ought 9 fterue in wanhope and diftreffe 
fave Weve mp Cif mp Cuft and mp gladneffe 
Alias why plapnen men foin comune 
Dn purueaunce of godoz of fortune 
Chat peuetG them ofte in manp Wife 
Wefe bettre than them ſekfcan deupfe 
Don men defire to haue richeffe 
Chat caufe is of grete fekeneffe 
And fory may Wolde oute of Gis prpfon fapre 
That in his foufe of bis mepnets flapn 
Gnfinite farmes Be tn this matere 
We Woot nat what hing we prap Gere 
We faren as Ge that dronke is asa mouſe 
A dronken man Wote oe le he Gath an Goufe 
But fe Woot nat whiche is Ge right wep thider 
And toa dronken man the Wep ts liter 
And certes in this Worloe fo fare We 
we feken faft aftez felicite 
But We fo Wrong fulofte eru€p 
Thus map We fep alle. aud namelpG 
That Wende haue Gadde a grete opunpon 
That and Gg myght fcape oute of prpfon 
T fan Gadde 0 Be in iope and parfite Bete 



ThehnpHites Tale — 

There nob F ameviled fro myn wele 
Sithnes J map nat fe pou F melp 
J ne am But dede thez is no reme dy 
Vpon that otGe2 {pde Palamon 
Wian that Ge wiſt Arcite was Gone 
Suche foro Ge maketh that the grete toure 
Refouned of Gis yelling andcla mouꝛ 
Che pure feters on fis fipnnes Grete 
Were of Gis byttre falt teres Wete 
Allas quod Ge Arcite cofpy mpne 
D f alle oure ftrpf god woot the frute is thyne 
Thou walkeſt now in thebes.at thy large 
And of mp wo thou yeue ſtlitelle charge 
Thou mapft fap hou haſt wifoome and manhede 
Aſſemble atve the folke of oure hpnrede : 
And make Warze fo Harpe ty this countre 
Chat By fom anenture o2 Bp fom tretie 
Chou maft Gaue bez tofadp and to Wif 
froz Whom J muft uedes leſe mp lpf 
For as By wey of poſſibilite | 
Sithnes thou art at large of prpfon free 
And arta Lorde Grete ip this auauntage 
Moꝛe than is myn that (terue here ina cafe 
jroz J map Wepe and wayl whites | Cpue 
With alte the Woo thatprpfon map me peue 
Andeke withe pepne thatloue me yeueth alfo 
Chat doublith alce mp tourment andmp Woo 
Cher with the fyre of Jekouſye Sp (tere 
Within Gis Bree(t and Gent him Bp the herte 
So wodely that he Ciklp Was to Befofoe 
Cie Boy tre o2 aſſhen dede 02 colde 
Chat fapde o cruel goddeffe that gouerne 
Che woꝛlde With byuding of pouz Warde etern 

d tit 



Chehupahtes Cale 

And W2iten in the table of the athamane 
pour parfementand pouzetern grant — 
hat is mankpnode moze vnto pou Gold 
Than is the ſhepe that rouketh w the foro 
Foꝛ flapy to man right as an othez Beft 
And duellith eke in prpfon and in areſt 
And hath fernefle and grete aduerfite 
Bnd ofte tyme giltles parde yt 
What fouernatlts in this prefctence 3 
Chat titties turmentith Innocence 
And yet encre ſith this alle my penaunce 
That man is bounde to his obferuaunce 
ffoz goddes fake tolettpn of fits Wille 
There as a beeſt map atte his tuft fucfptte 
And Gan a beeſt is dede he Gath no pepn 
And afte2 Gis deth man map Wepe and pleyn 
Though in his worlde he Haue careand Woo 
withoute doute it map ſtonde fo \ 
The aunfuez of thislet Jto deuynes 
But wile h Woot ty this world gret pyne is 
Allas ſJ fea ſerpent o2 a theif 
Chat manp a true man Gath do myſchief 
Gone athisvarte and there him Cift map turne 
Yut § muft Se in prpfon through faturne 
And ihrougth him vᷣnhappy andeke Wood 
That Hath diftroped Were nygh alle Ec Blcde 
Df theBes. With Gis waft walles Wide 
Hnd denus jleeth ine in that othe fite 
Foz helouſye and fere of him arcite 
Now Wol 4 ftint of palamon alpte 
And let him in Gis prifon ſtille duclle 
And of arcite forth J wokde pou tele 
@ Ge fomez paffed the nyghtes waxenloutt 
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Encreſith Ge double Wife the peynes (trong 
Bothe of the Couez and of tie prpfonez 
J ne Woot who hath the Wofuties mpftes 
Foꝛ ſhortly to fap this patamon 
Perpetuallp is dampned to pryſon 
In cheynes and in feters to Be dede 
And Arcite is exiled on Gis hede 
oz enirmoze as oute of hat countre 
ffoz neuizmoze ſhal he fis lady fee 
pou fouers afkeY nol this queftion 
Iho hath the worſe of Arcite oz Pala mon 
That one map fe hislady dap Bp dap 
But ty prpfon muft Ge duelle alwey 
Chat other Where himlyſt map rpde o2 Fo 
But fe Fistadp (Galle he nenriz mo 
Now demetii as pe liſt pe hat can 
ffoz J Wille celle forth as ſ Began - 
Wian that Arcite to thebes come has 
Fulofte aloap Ge ſwelt and fapd attas 
ffoz fe hislady ſhalhe neuiz moo 
And ſhortely toconclude alle Fis woo 
50 moc§e fozow ne Gath creature 
That is oz (GaSe White the worlde nap dure 
His ſlepe his mete Gis drinke is Gim Bera ft 
That Cene fe Way anddrpe asisa ſhaft 
His epen holow and thrifte to beholde 
His Gel fela w and pale as aſſhen colde 
And fofitarp Ge bas and eniz allone 
And wayling af the nyght mahine Gis mone 
And tf he herd ſong or inftrument 
Than wolde fe Wepe fe myght nat ftent 
So feble Were fis ſpirites and ſo Cob 
And haunted fo that no man coude know : 

iiii 
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His ſpeche ne his boyce thoutth men it herve 
As in his gyre fos afve the worlde tt ferde 
Noght ontp lybe thre louers malady 
Of hereos But ratheꝛ fike to many 
Engendred of fumouz malancolike 
Befoꝛn in Gite cetle fantafiihe 
And ſhortly turned Sp fodoun 
Both habite and diſpoſicioun 
Of him this Wofultouez dan Arcite 
What ſhol de § of bis Wo alday endite 
Wan fe endured hadde a pere o2 two 
Chis crucl turment this pepne and Woo. 
Ht Thebes in fis countre as fapde 
Wpon a nyght ty frepe as he him Capde 
Him thought how Hat wynged Mercury 
Bifoꝛn Fim ſtode and Bat oe him Ge merp 
His flepp perd Ge Baaz ty Gonde Sp righe 
An Gat be wered Spon Gis heres brittht 
Arrayed Was this dod ashe tohe kepe 
Zs Ge Was han argus tohke fis ſhepe 
Hud fapd him thus to Athenes thou (Galt wende 
Chere is the ſhape of thp hoo an ende 
And with at worde Arcite alvohke and ſtert 
Mow trugp Go fore thatme fest 
Duod he to Athenes Wild fare 

Ne foꝛ nodrede of deth (Halls fpare 
To fe mp Cadp that Iloue and ferue 
Gn Sez prefence reche J nat to fterue 
And with that Wozrde fe caughe a mprougz 
And falb chat Haunted thas Gis cofouz 
And falb Gis Sifage ina nothez hpnde 
And right anone it ran him in bis mynde 
That ſithen his face Was fodiffitured 
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Df maladp the whiche he Gadde endured 
He mittht wele tf that he Gare him Co 
Lpue ty athenes euirmore Suknow 
And fe his lady wele nygh dap be dap 
And rittht anone he Haunted his arzap 
Andcladde him ty a poure faGourez 
And alone ſaue ontp a poure ſquye⸗ 
That knew fis pryuite and ave is caas 
whiche Was diſguyſed pourlp ashe Was 
To athenes is ve gone the neve wap 
And to the courte he ent Spon a dap 
And at the gate he profercd His feruice 
To drut andto draWe @ What men Wolde deupfe 
And ſhortly of this matere for to fepn 
He fil in office toward a chamBerlepn 
Che whiche tiat was duelcing with Emely 
ffo2z Fe Was Wife and wele coude aſpye 
Df euerp ſeruaunt whiche that ferucd there 
Wete conde He bel wode and ibatez Bere 
Foz Ge bas pont and mighty for the nones 
And therto he as (trong and Big of Bones 
Todo that onp Wight Gin coude deupfe 
G peve o2 twohe as ty this feruice 
Pathe in the chambre of Emely the bright 
And philoſtrate fe ſeyde that he hight 
But half fo wele a koued man ashe 
Me was there none in courte of is det re 
He Was fo gentyl of condicioun 
T Gat throngs atte he courte of Gis rencun 
They fapde that it Were Hrete charyte 
Chat Chefens Wolde enhaun fe his dertre 
And put him ty a worſhipful fernie 
Chere that he myght Gis vertue excer ſiſe 
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And thus Within a While Gis name fprong 
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Min peafe and eke ty Werze 
Homan that Thefeus Gadde derze 

in this Betffe fete now arcite 
a Andfpeke Fbrlie of Datamon a fite 

Jn derkneffe horribte and (trong prpfon 
This feupn pere hath fete this Palamon 
Foz ppned What foz Woo and diftreffe 
who fecith double oo andfeupneffe 
But Patamon Hat loue diftrepnett foo 
Gnd wode oute of fis Witte fe goth foz woo 
Anodche thertofe is a prpfonez 
Parpetuafie and nat onfp {oz 4 pere 
who coude rpme in engliſſhe propirly 
His martirdome foꝛſoth it am nat 
Therfore I paffe aslighly as ſ may 
It fyl in that ſeuynth pere in map nN 
The thridde nyttt as ofve bobes ſayn w 
That alle thts (tozp tellen moze plapy 
Were (Hp auenture o2 deftpne 
As that whan a thint is (Pappy itt ſhalbe 
Chat fone after the mion petit Patamon 
By helpe of a frende Broke Gath Gis prpfon 
And fleet§ the cpte as fone ashe map to 



The kanygthtes Tae 

for Ge Gadde pene Gis ttaplez drinke fo 
Df aclarzep made of acertapne wyne 
With nercotifes and oppe of thebes fyne 
That ale nyght though men wolde him (hake 
Che gaplez fo ſlepte he myght nat awake 
And thus Ge fleeth as fa(t ashe map 
The nyttht Was ſhorte and faſt Bp the dap 
Chat nedes coft te muft Him ſelne hyde 
And toa groue faft there beftde 
With dredefulfote than ſtalnith palamon 
Foꝛ ffostip this ibashisopunpon = 
Chat in that groue fle wocde him Hide alday 
And tn the nyght than Wolde he take his wey 
To thebes Warde Gis frendes for to prep 
Dn Thefeus to helpe himto Werzep 
And foztlp eyther he woide lefe Gistpf 
D2 wynne faire Emely tohis wif 
Chis is the effecte and the entent plapne 
Mol Wol h turne to Arcite atepy 
Chatlptelwift How nygh Was his care 
Cpl that foztune Gadde broughe him in the ſnare 
Che merp Carke meffanger of dap 
Sa lueth ty her font the mozot grap 
And firp pheBus riſeth Sp fo bright 
Chat alle the orient laughith of that ſight 
And With the ſtremes drieth the greues 
The filuez droppes hantting on the leues 
And Arcite that in the courte ryalle 
With thefens His ſquyer principaile 
Hs zpfen andloketh on the merp dap 
And fo2 to do Fis ob feruaunce to map 
RememBring on the popnte of Fis defire 
He on Fis coufez ftariling as the fpre 
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Gs ryden to the feldes him to pley 
Dute of the courte Were it a myle o2 twey 

And to the groue of whiche that h pou tofoe 

Hp auenture Gis wep Ge can to horde 
Tomahe him a garlond of the greues 
Were it of Wodebinde o2 of Gauthoznleues 
Andloude fe fong apenft the fonne ſhene 
Apap With alle thp floures and thp grene 
welcom Be thon freſſhe faire map 
(Gn hope that J fom rene Get map 
And frofis courfez with a luſty herte 
Into the groue ful haſtely be (terte 
Andina pathe Ge rowmed Sp anddoun. 
Chere as bp auenture this Dalamon 
Wasin a buſſhe hat noman might him fe 
fioz fore aferde of fis deth was Ge 
No thing knew Ge that this bas Arcite 
God Wwote Ge Wokde Gaue trowedit fulle Cite 
But ſoth is fapd to fithen manp peres 
Chat feld Hath epen and wode hath eres 
(itis furze fatve a man to Bere him cupn 
For alday men mete at Sn fet ſteuyn 
For litel Went Arcite of his fekawe 
That was fo nytth to herkyn alle his fat 
whan that Arcite Gadde rolmed alhis fille 
Pala moy in the buſſhe now ſitteth (tite 
And Arcite font alle the roundel luſtely 
Into a (tudte Ge fet fodentp 
As doon thefe Couers in thetz quente Feres 
Now in the crop and no in the Breres 
Now Sp nob dolby as Hohket in a Welle 
Right as the fryday ſothly for to telle 
Now it ſhyneth no it reyneth faft 
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Right (0 can tkuerry Sens ouer caſt 
The hertes of fez forthe right asGezdap - 
Js gueriful.. right ſo chauntted (he arap 
Selden is the frpdap alle the Woke ike 
whan that arcite hadde fonte Ge gan to fihe 
And Ge fet Fim doun withoute anp moze 
Allas quod fe the dap that J thas Hoze 
Hob tong Juno through thy cruckte 
Wit thou werien thebes the cpte 
Allas p brought is toconfufion 
The Bode tpaile of Cadme and Amphion 
Df Cadmus whiche was che firft man 
Chat Thebes bitte o2 firft the toun Br gay 
Hund of the cpte firft was crowned hing 
D f Sistpnate am Gand of Gis ofſpring 
by Serzap epne asof the ftoke ryalle 
And now Jan fokaptif and fo thralle 
Chat fe thatismp moztalle enemp 
(J ferue him and am Bis (quiez pouerlp 
Hird pet doth me Juno Weve moze (Game 
froz J dare nat Be hnowe myn oben name 
Bat here as Wonte thas to hight arcite 
Mow hight § pHiloftrate nat woꝛth a mpte 
Actas thou fef mars abcas thou huno 
Thus pour tre Gath our Lynage al fo2d0 
Saue onlp me and wrechid pafamoy 
That Thefeusmartretf in prpfon 
And ouer alle thus to fle me Bete rtp 
Loue hath Gis fprp dazte ſo brennyngly 
Jt ſtryheth throngh my true careful berte 
That fHapen was erſt mp deth than my ſherte 
pe fve me With pouz epen Eincly 
ye Be the caufe wherfore at J ope 

oe 
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Df alle the remenauntof mpy other care 
Me fette J nat the mountance of a tare 
So that § coude do auth to pouz plefaunce 
And with that worde Ge fyl doun in a traunce 
AlLonge tpme and afterWaroe fie Bp (tert 
T Gis Dalamon that thought thrount his herte 
He felt a coloe ſwerde ſodenly glyde 
ffo2 ire Ge quoke he nolde notengre abide 
Ano whan that he bath Gerd Arcites tafe 
Fis Ge Where ove With face dede and pale 
He ftert him Sp oute of the buſſhe thicke 
And feid Arcite falfe traptouz Wichke 
Now art thou hent thatvoueft mp Cadp foo 
Jioz Whom that (Gane this pepne and too - 
Andart mp blode and to mp counceyl (Worn 
Andh ful of te Gane tol de the Gere biforn 
And haſt Be taped Sere uke Thefeus 
And falfetp Ga ft chaunged tip name thus 
(J Wil Be dcde op elles thouffattope = 
Chou ſhalt natloue mp lady LE melp 
Hut (§ Witie Coue Gez only and no moo 
fio2z J am Palamon thp moztat foo 
And though J bane no wepyy in this place 
But oute of prpfon am (tere Bp grace 
Jdrede nat outher thou ſhalt ope 
Dz thou ne fHaltnatlouenEmelp 
C fe fe whiche thon Wire. thou (Fatt nat aſterte 
This Arcite With fulle deſpitous Gerte 
whan Fe him knew and Gacvoe Gis tale ferde 
His ferfe aslyon pulled oute Sis fuerde 
And fapoe thus bp god that fptte a Bone 
Mez it that thou art feke and wode ſorloue 
Gndche that tiou no wepyn haſt in this place — 
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Thou ſholdeſt neuir oute of tis groue pace 
That thou ue ſhuldeſt dpe of myn hond 
For Jdefype thy furete and thy bond 
which that thou ſayſt h haut made to the 
what Serzp fole thinke thatloue is fre 
Hud J Wot Coue her magre al hp might 
But for aſmoche as thou art a ꝛnyſtht | 
Hud wilneſt todarrapne Gere bp wataifrle 
Haue Here mp trouth to mozow if wille nat fayle 

 Withoute Witting of any other wight 
Chat Gere wolbe founden asa knyght 
nd bringen harneys right pro foz the 
and chefe the beſt andleue tte worſt tome 
Ano mete and drinke this nygtht wilG bring 
pnolb for the and clothes foz thy Bedding 
And if fobe that thou mycady vynne 
And fle me in this wode that any in 
Thou maift Wele Hane thp ka dy as for me 
Chis palamon aunfuerdg grant it the 
And thus thep Be departed ti amoꝛow 
when etthez of them hatb leid Gis Feith fo Bozo 

ccupted oute of alle Barite 
D refine that woldeſt haue no feka w with the Ful ſoth is ſaid that loue ne lord ſhip 
Wil nat His thankes haue onp felauſtzip 
Ihe finde this of arcite and pafamon 
Ircite is ryden anone into the toun 
And on tie mozolbe anone o2 it Were light 
fut pryuely twoharneyohach be dight 
Lot fufficientand mete and to Oatzepepn 
Che bataylle ty the felde bit wix them twyne And on fis hoꝛfe allone as he tas Born 
He caried the harneys him Bifozn 



Che hupoftes tale 

And ty the Groue at tyme and place fet 
Chis arcite and this palamon Bee n mette 
Tho change tan the cofonz in heꝛ face 
Kight as the hunters tn vegne of trace 

| That ſtondeth at the gappe With a ſpere 
whayn hunted is the Lpoun and the Bere 
And herith hym come ruſſhintt in the greues 
And brekith both bowes and ehe keuys 
And thinket§ here comet§ mp moztatennemp 
with oute fate fe muſt be dede 02 G 
froz etter  nuft fle him atte gappe 
Oꝛ he mut (le meif J mys happe 
So ferdey thep in Gaunging of theiz hew 
Gs fez as ony of they otheꝛ bnew 
Chez nas nogodve dap ne fatu ttf 
But ſtreight with oute wordes of reberſing 
Eueriche of them helpith to arme otGer 
as frendly as he Were his owen Brother 
And after that With Harpe ſperes ftrontfe 
They foynen tche at otfez ondrefong 
Chou myghtiſt Wene that this pacamon 
Gn His feghtintt Were a Wodelpon 
nod as a cruel tigre has arcite 
Hs wilde Gores can they to giddre fmpte 
That froten White as fome for ive Wode 
Vp to the ancke faught thep in theiz blode 
And in this Wife Ilette them fyghting onette 
And fozfoth J wilof the ſeus pou telle 
Che deſteny myniſtre generaͤlle 
Chat executeth in che worlde ouer afte 
Che purneaunce that god hath (een Biforn "9 
So ftrante itis that though the worl de hath {Worn 
Ch econtrarp of a thing Bp pe oz nay | 
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pet ſomtyme it (Gal fatle Bpon a dap 
Chat fatkith nat eft in a thouſand pere 
Hndcertaputp ouz appetites ere 
Be it of peafe bate Warre o2foue 
Hele is cuted Bp the ſight aboue 
This mene J now bp myghty Chefeus 
That for to hunte is ſo de ſirous 
And namely at the ttrete herte ty Dap 
Chat ty Gis Beddettiere da with him no dap 
That he nps cladde and ridy for torpoe | 
With Gunte andfozne aud houndes him beſide 
For in his huntyntt hath be ſuche detite 
Chat it is atte his ioye and aile his appetite 
Co Ge him ſerue the grete hertes Bane 
For after Apars Ge ſerued no dyane 
Cleve Was the dap as haue tovde e2 this 
And thefeus With alle rope and blis 

Wwith his ypolita the faire quene 
And E inetp yclothed alle in grene 
And huntyng Been thep ryden ryally 
And to the groue that ſtode there faſt by 
(Jn whiche ther Was an herte as men him tolde 
uke Theſeus the ſtreight wey hath Golde 
And to thekande fe rideth fulle right 
For thidez Was the hert ont to haue his flight 
And ouer a broke and fo forth on Gis wey 
Che duke Wolde haue a cours of him o2 hep 
With Goundes ſuche ashe tift to tocomande 
Hird Whan this duke Wascome to the Lande 
Vndre the fonne fe Loked and that anon 

_ He Was Waar of Arcite and alamo 
Chat foughten Breme as it Were Boles tivo 
Che Fright (Werdes Went toandfro 

et 
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So hidouſty that with the left ftroke 
He femed that it wolde haue fetled an che 
But what thep Were nothing Ge ne Wote 
Thisduhe with Gis ſpores his courfez {mote 
And ata (tert fe was bet Wty them to 
And pulled oute his fuerde and fapde Go 
No moze on pepne of leſing of pouz hede 
By myghty mars anone fe ſhalbe dede 
That (mptechanp ſtroke that J map fe 
But teltith me What mpfize men pe be 
Chat Been ſo hardy to fight Gere 
Withoute anp Gute o2 other officete 
Hs though it Were ty liſtes rpalip 
This Palamon aunfuerdhaftetp. 
Hnd fapode fir What nedith wordes moo 
We fiaue the deth deferucd bothe two 
Two Woful wreches Ge We thocaptpues 
That Been encombred of oure olbne fpues 

_ Andas thou arte a rightfullorde and iuge 
Ne pene Ss nethez mercp ne refute 
But (le me firft foz feint charite 
Dut féee mp fela we che af ele as me 
Dz fle him fir(t for though thou hnow him tite 
He is thp moztafce foo thisis arcite 
Chat fro thp londe has banyſſhed on Gis hede 
Foz whiche Ge Gath deferned to Be dede 
froz thts is Ge that cam to hp tate 
Aud fapoe that Fe higtht philoſtrate 
Thus Ge Gath taped the ful many a yere 
And thou haſt made Fim thy chief ſquyer 
And thisis he that Coueth Emely 
Foꝛ ſithnes the dap is come that J (Galle dpe 

__ Gmake plepntp mp confeffiony 
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That Gam that woful alation 
That hath tip prpfon Broke wickedly 

— Gan tip moztalfoo and fe am J 
That loueth ſohote Emely the brigie 
That § Wofdpe Here prefent tn hes fight 
Therfore J afke deth of mp hewyſe 
But fle mp fela w in the fame Wife 
for both haue we deferucdtoBe flapp 

His worthy Duke aunfuered anone ageyn 
t Andfaidthisiea ſhoꝛte conctufioun 
pour own month be pouz con feſſioun | é 
Hath dampned pou and Wit it vecorde | igs 
It nedith nat to pep ne pou With the corde 
pe ſhalbe dede Bp myghty Mars the rede 
The quene anone fo2 Serzap womanhede 
Gan to Wepeandfodid Emely 
And afte the Cadpes ty that company 
Grete ppte as as them thought alle 
Chat eut2 fuche a chaunce ſholde Ge fable 
ffoz fentplinen they were and of grete aftate 
And no thing But foꝛloue has this deBate 
And ſa w their blody wouudes Ip de and foze 
And alle crpden Both Caffe and moze 
Haue mercp Corde Spon Hs Women alle 
And on thetz Bare knees doun thep falle 
And wolde haue hpft Gis feet there as Ge Code 
Til at thelaft flaked Was his mode 
For ppte renneth fone in gentylhert 
And though fe firft foz ice quoke and ſtert 
He confidred ſhortly in aclaufe . 
Che trefpas of then Both and che thecanfe 
And af though that his tre hetz gilt accufeo 
pet in fis reafon Ge them Bothe excuſed 

e it 
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as (hus fe thouttht that euery man 
Wol helpe him felue tn Coue as he can 
And de(tuez His ſelue oute of prpfoy 
And eke in Gis bert he hadde compaffton 
Df omen foz thep Were euer in one 
And in bis gentplherthe thought anoon 
And (oft nto tim fetue be fapd fp 
Vpon a loꝛd that wyl haue uo mercp 
But be a Cpoun Both in word and dede 
Co them that been ty repentaunce and dredt 
As Wele asa proude diſpitous man 
Chat wylmayntene thathe firft Bean 
Chatio20 Fath Cptel of difcrecion 
Chatin fuche a caas can no dinifton 
Dut weyeth pryde and humbleneſſe aftez one — 
And ſhortly whan fis ive ts thus a tone 
He Fan tocohe on thery With epen blake and Seep 
And ſpake thefe wordes at on hye | 
Che god of Coue a Benedicite ) 
How mpatity and Gold gree a kord is Ge 
Apen(t fis might thez gayneth non obſtabyl 
He map Be clepeda Hod forGismpracke 
Foꝛ Be can make at his olby gupfe 
Df cuerp herte ashim lift deupſe 
Lofere this Arcite and this pala mon 
That quepnelp cam oute of mp prifon 
Gnd myght Gane Cpuedin Thebes rpaflp 
And knowen that am thetz moztal enemp’ 
And that thetz dech cieth in mp mygbt alfo 
And pet hath Coue mautre their eyn tivo. 
Brougttht thei hither both for to dye 
Now lokech is nat this an bids folpe 
who map Be a foole hut if that he loue 
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Beholde for goddes fake that ſitteth aboue 
Se how they blede Ge they nat wele arrayed 
Thus hath theirlord the god of Cone them payd 
Thbeir wages and theiz fees of their ſeruice 
And pet hep wene for to be ful Wife 
That ferne fone for augbht hat map fatle 
But this is pet the beſt game of alle 
That (Fe for whom they haue this holite 
Can them therfoꝛe aſmoche thanke as me 
She wote nomoze of alte this hote fare 

By thod thay Wote a cuckow o2 ay Gare 
But al muſt Be affapd hote o2 colde 
A man muft Be a foofe ponr oz ofde 
J Wote it Bp mp ſelue fullong agoon 
Foꝛ in mp tpmea ſeruauut as fone 
And therfore ſithnes J hneW ofloues peyne 
And Wote Hold fore it can aman diftrepy 
As he that Gath be caught in thislaas — 
G pou forpeue alle Gotp thistrefpas 
And atte requeft of the quene that hnefith Gere 
And ekeof Emely mp fuftre dere. 
And pe (Gal BotG anone Suto me ſwere 
Chat neutz mo pe (Gal mp countre vere 
Ne make Warze on me nyttht ne dap 
But Be mp frendesinatie that pe map 
§ pou forpeue this tre ſpas enerydele 
And thep Him fare bis afhing fatre and wete 
And him of loꝛdſhip and mercp praped 
And fe themttraunted and thus he ſayd 

O ſpeke of worthylynage and richeſſe 
tThough that (fe were a quene oz a princeſſe 
£ che of pou Both is worthy douteleſſe 
Co wedde whan tyme is. But neuirtheleſſe 

e ttt 
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J fpeke as for mp ſuſtre EGmely 
ffo2 whom pe Gaue this ftrpf and this SeCoufp 
pe Wote pour felf pe map nat wedde two 
At oues, though that pe fight euir mo 
Chat one of pou al Be Fisy Coth o2 fief 
He mot fo pppe ty an Fup leef 
This is to fep (be map nat haue Goth 
Al Be pe neuir fo helous and fo lothe 
Andfoz tip J pou put in this degre 
That eche of pou ſhalhaue fis deftene 
As him is (Happy and herkyn tn what Wife 
Lo Gere pouz ende of hat j ſhal deuyſe 
My Wplis this for plat conctuſioun 
WitGoute anp moze replicactoun 
pf that pou lyketh take it for the beſt 
Chat eueriche of pou (Galle go Where him lyſt 
Frelp withoute raunfon o2 daunttere 
And this dap fyfty hehes fez ne nere | 
LC ueriche of pou ſhal brintt an hundreth knygthtes 
Arined fozlpftes Hp at al rightes 
Al redy to darzepne Here Bp Batapte 
And this Befote J pou with oute faple 
Vpon mp trouthe and as J am true knittht 
That Whether of pou Both Gath that myght 
Chat isto fep Whether Fe o2 thou 
May with fis hundreth as ſ fpake of now 
Sle fis contrarp o2 oute of lyſtes dryue 
Him (GalG pene E melp to wyue | 
To Whow that fortune peneti fo faire a trace 
Che Cpftes fia make on this place 
And fod fo Wiflyp on mp foute reve 
99 ſhaleuyne tuge Be and true 



The knyghtes Tale 

pe (jal none otfez ende With me make 
Chat one of pou ne ſhalbe dede 02 take 
And if pe thinke thists Wwelefayd 
Sapeth pouz aupfe and Hold pou paide 
This is pouz endand pouz conckuftoun 
who lokith nol lightky But Pagamon 
who ſpryngeth Sp foz top But Arcite 
who coude tel 02 who coude endite 
The ioy that made is in thisplace 
When Theſeus hadde do fo fapre a grace 
But doun a knees went euery wight 
And thanked him with a theire mpyie 
And namely the Thebans oft ſithe 
And thus with gode hope and herte blyth 
They take theiz lene and homward thep ryde 
Co thebes with his ofde Walles wyde 
¥ trow men Wovde tt deme negtlegence 
yfh forpete to telle the diſpente 
Df Tbheſeus that goth fobefitp ~~ 
Co mahe Lp the tpftes ryally 
That ſuche a noble theatre agit was 
(J daz wele fap in this worlde there nas 
Che circupte a mple therof was aboute 
walled With (tone and diched rounde aBoute 
Rounde as the ſhappe in manez of acompas 
Ful of degrees the Fiat of fivtppaas 
Chat whan aman was fette ty one degre 
He letted nat his felawfoztofee 
Eſtward there has a gate of marbyl White 

- eft warde fuche an nother in thoppofite 
And ſhortly toconciude fuche a place 
was none tn ert of fo lytel {pace 
For in the Conde thez as nocraftes man 

e iiii 
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That geometry o2 arfmetrph can 
Me poztreture ne harnaz of ymages 
Chat Chefeus ne paf mete and wages 
The theatre foz to make and deupfe 
And foz to do his rpte and fis facrtfice 
He Eſtwarde Hath Sp on the gate aBoue 
Gn worſhip of Senus goddeſſe of loue 
Do make an autre andan Mꝛatoꝛy 
Hud on the Weft Warde ty memozp 
Df mars. hath Ge made ſuche an otfez 
That coſt Carte of gold a fother 
And nozthardin a toure of the walle 
Df whyte alabaſtre and rede cozal 
An ozatozp riche foz to fee 
Gn Woz ſhip of dyane goddeſſe of chaſtite 
Hath Thefeus do wiought ty nolle wife 
But pet Gadde ſ forgete toz to deuyſe 
Che noble harupneg and the poztretures 
Che (Gap the countenaunce and the figures 
Chat Wweren in the ozatours thre 
Tir(t in he temple of Senus thon mayſt fe 
Wrought in the Walle ful pptouftp to beholde 
Cie Broken flepts and the ſighes cofde 
Che fecrete terps and the weymentyng 
Che fprp (trokes and the deftring 
Thatfoues fothes ty this worlde enduryn 
Che othes that theiz couenauntes affurpy 
Plefaunce hope defire and fool Gardpneffe 
Beaute and pouthe Baudrp and ticheffe 
Charmes and ſocery leſynges and ffattrp 
Dyſpenſe beſyneſſe and hſelouſy 
That Wered of yelow Hooldes a garkond 
Anda cuchow fitting on herhond 



The hupyites Take 

feeftesinfttumentes carolles and daunfes 
Luſt and arzaye andeke the circumftaunces 
Df loue. whiche that J vekpy and tel (Gaife 
Be ordre Were pepnted on the Walle 
And mo than § can make mencion 
Fox ſothly atve the mounte of Cicheron 
Chat veuus Gath fez principatle duellintt 
tas (Ge wed on the Wat fez poztrpng 
With af the top and alle the tuftpnes 
Nat Was foryveten the posters porlneffe 
Me Narciſus the fapre poze agoon 
Ne pet the foly of king Salamon 
Theenchauntment of medea and hardyneſſe 
Df dafon wił nat nol evpreffe 
Me pet the ſtrenght of hercutes 
Chenchauntment of medea and Circes 
Me of turnus wits his Gard fperscozage 
The riche Crefuscaptpf in ſeruage 
Thus map pe fe that Wifoome ne richeſſe 
Beaute ſceyght ſtrenght ne hardyneſſe 
Me map With venus horde champartie 
Foꝛ as fie kyſt the worlde (Ge map gye 
ZSo alre theſe forke caught were in her Laas 
Cpe they for wo ful oft fapd allas 
Suffifecé thefe enfamples one o2 tivo 
And though § conde reh py a thoufandmo 
The (tatne of benus glorious foꝛ to fe 
was nakedifietpne¢ in the Carge fee 
And fro the naupldoun af couerd (Ge has 

WwWith wawes grene and Bright as anp glas 
A cptofe ty fez right handfadde (fe 
And on her fede ful femetp on to fe 
Aroſe garlond freſſhe and wele ſmellintz 



‘ The hnppites tale 

A Boue her Fede dounes alfoftpherint 
Bifoꝛn fez ftodefiez fonnecuppoo 
Vpoy his ſhul ders wynges hadde he tho 
Znd blynde he was as it ts ofte feen 
A Bolb he baar and arowes bright and kene 
why (Golde J nat eke telle pou alle 
The poztrpng that was Spon the Walle 
Within the temple of myghty mars the rede 
alle Was pepnted the Walles in lenght and brede 
Lphe to the Eſtris of the gryſty place 
Chat hight the Grete temple of mars in trace 
Gn that cofde nozthern froftp regioun 
Chere as Mars hath fis fouerapne manfioun 
Fyrſt on the Walle as pepnteda fozeft 
Gn Whiche the duellith neyther man ne Beft 
With hnottp andknerrp barayn trees ofde 
Df (tubes ſharpe and hidous to beholde 
Gn whiche ran asa rumbyl in a ſnow 
As though tt a ſtoꝛme Were ſhold breſt euery bow 
And doun ward on an hyl vndre abent 
There ſtode the temple of marce armypotent 
wrought of alle burnyd ſtele the which the entre 
was long and ſtreytht and gaſtly for to fe 
And theroute cam a ratte and ſuche a veyſe 
Chat it made alle the gates forto repfe 
Che nozthron lithe at the doze ſhone 
ffoz wyndow on the Walle thas thez none 
Throutth which men mpyht anp light difcerne 
Che dozes wer aloof athemaundesetern 
pckenchyd ouerth art and endfong 
With iron tol foz to make it ftront 
£F uerp pptez the temple for to fuftepn 
was tonne rete of pron bryght and ſhene 



The hupyites Take — 

There ſaw I firſt Gederke ymage nynt 
Of fekony and alle the compaffing 
Checrucliveredveasanpolede 
Che pphpursandehethepatedreve 
Che ſmyler With tiehnpf vndre thecfoke _ 
The ſhepen Brennpng with the Siake ſmoke 
The trefon of the muroring in the bedde 
The open Werzps With woundes alle bledde 
Contake With loop knpf and (Harpe manace 
And futof chirlyng thas that fozp place 
The fteez of Fim ſekue pet fald J here 
His fe rte blode Gath Bated alhis chere 
Che naple p dryue in the ſhode an hight 
The copde deth Wits mouth gapyng Sp right 
A mpooel of the temple fat myſchaunce 
With difcomfozte and forp contenaunce 
pet falo J odeneffe lautthing in Gis rate 
Armedcomplepnt, otfesandfperscozage — 
The carapne ty the buſſhe with throte pcozue 
A thoufand ftapn. and nat of quatme p ſtorue 
The tiraunt Wits the prape Bp force p raft 
Che toun diftroped thez has no thing Cafe 
pet falo (Brent the ſhippes Goppfteris 
Chehuntez ſtrangled wits the Wilde berys 
The folb freting the chide in the cradpe 
Che cooke p ſcalded for alle his lonttla dyl 
Mat forsettpy was the infoztuue of marte 
Che cartez ouer rpden With fis on carte 
Vndre the whee ful Coe Gelapa colby — 
Chere tere alfoofmartesdeupftoun . 
The BarBouz the Hourhez and the ſmyth 
That fortted (Harpe ſwerdes in the ſtith 
Aud al a Boue depapnted ty a toure 



Che bnyghtes tale 

Save Iconqueft fittpne in Grete honou⸗ 
With the (Harp ſwerd ouez Gis hede 
Hanging bp a ſubtel twyned threde 
Derepnted was there the flaugiter of Julius 
Df rete Neroandof Anthonius 
Ac be tt that chithe tyme thep Were SnBo2n 
pet Was theiz deth paynted thez biforn 
Bp manyſſhing of Marce right 6p figure 
So was it ſhe wed right by portreture 
Hs it is depaynted in the ſterrꝛes aboue 
who ſhalbe ſtayn or elles dede for loue 
Zuffiſeth one enfample tn ftozpes olde 
Gj map nat rehpn them alte though J Word 
Che (tatue of Wars Spon a carte ftode 
Armed and foked rpm ashe Were wode 
And onez his Geode thez fipnen tio figures 
Df fterzes that Been cated tn fcriptures 
G fat one puella hight that other RuGeus 
This todofarmestbasarapedtius 
A Wolf the2 ftode Bifozn Fim at His feet 
With epen rede and of aman fe ete 
With ſubtel penfel Was paynted this ſtory 
Gn redoubtyntt of Mars and of fis glory 
Now to the temple of dpane the chaſte 
Hs ſhortly as Ican ſ wil me Haft 
To telle pou alle the difcripcion 
Depeynted Been the Watles Sp and town 
Mf Guntpng andof ſhamefaſt chaſtite 
T Ger falb J Gol hoful Catiftope 
Dhan dpane greuyd has Wi h Her 
thas turned froa oman toa Bere 
And aftez has fhe made the Cove fterze 
Thus was it peynted ſ can fap no ferze 
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fez ſonne is eke a f€erzeas men map ſe 
Chez falv Joane turned vntyla tre 
hmene nat the goddeſſe opane f 
But peneus doucitez whieh hat higieoane 
Chere falb J atfheon an Gert p maked 
ffoz Bengeaunce that fe ſaw opane al naked 
\j ſaw how that Goundes Gaue Him caught 
Hund fretpny him for hep bnew him nauttht 
pet p pepnted as a fitet furthermore 
How athalanteGnnted the Wylde Goze. 
Gnd meliager and manp other mo 
ffor Which opane wrought him care and Loo 
Chere falb J manpa nother Wondre ftozp 
Che whiche me liſt natdra in memorp 
This toddeffe on an Gert high is fete 
With ſmale foundes al aboute fez fete 
And vnderneth fez feet (Ge Gad a mone 
Whevpneg tt was and (fold Wane fone 
Gn ga woy grene Gez ſtatue clotheo Was 
With Bow in fond and arowes in a caas 
Heꝛ epencaft fde ful Col a doun 
Chere pluto Gath Gisderke regioun 
A Woman traucling Was her biforn 
But for Ger childe as ſo long vÿnboꝛn 
fulpptouftyp Cucpna gan (Ge calce 
And ſayd Getp for thou map(t Beft of afte 
Wefe conde Fe pepnte lyuely hat it wrought 
With manp a flozcpn te Fis hewes Bought 

DW Been thefe lyſtes made and c Gefeug 
nt Chat at his grete coft Gath arayed thus 
Che temples and the theatre enerpodey 
whay tt Was doon it Ephed him Wondre tebe 
ut ſtynt I Splof Theſeus aiite 
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And fpeke of Palamoy aud Arcite 
, Che dap approcheth of theive retornpnd 

Chat eueriche (Gold an hundreth anyghtes Bring 
Che batayle to darreyn as] por tofve 
And to Athenes thetre conenaunt for tofolde 
Hath eucrich of them Brought an hundreth bnyghtes 
wele p armed foz the warze at at rightes 
And ſyhberly there trowwed manp a man 
Chat nentz (ith the woꝛlde began 

| Hs foz to fpche of bnytththode of their fond 
As fer as god hath made fee andfond 
Mas of fo feld fo noble a company 

| for euery Wight thatloue dcheualrx 
| And Wotoe fis thankes Gane a paſſintt name 
i Hath praped hat he might be of that dame 

Aud wel was him that therto choſen was 
for if thez fyl comozol fuche a caas 
peknold Wel that enerp kuſty knygtht 

| C Gat loueth paramours andfath his myght 
| Were it in englond oz elves wher : 

They Wolde theiz thankes Wilen to Be thez 
Co fight foralaop aBencdicite — - 
It ere aluftp ſight foz to fe 
And right fo faireth efep With Dalamon 
With him the2 Ment knyghtes manp oon 
Som wold Be armed ty haberggeon 
Som ty Breft plate and in light gippon 
And ſom Wot hauea petz of plates Carte 
And (om Wofde haue a pryce (field and tarye 
Som Wold Ge armed on fis Legtes wele 
And haue an ay and fom a mace of fteve 
Chez is no nel guyſe But it has holde 
Armed Were hep as Ihaue tolde 
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Gueriche af ez bis obhy opunyon 
Chere mapſt thou fecompne With Pata mon 
Ligurtte him felue the Grete kp ng of trace 
Blake thas his berde and mantp Was bis face 
The circles of Gis epen in Gis hede 
Chep Holden Bet iv peLolb and rede 
Andelpke a Gepffpnloked fe aboute 
With kempte Geres in Fis hrowes (toute 
His Cpmes Grete Gis bra wnes herde and ftrong 
His ſhuldres Brode Gis armes rounde ant Cong 
Bnd as the guyſe has in hiscountre . 
Srulle high Dpon a chare of golde (tode fe 
With fouz White boles in the traps 
Gn ftede of cote armure ouez his harneys 
With naples pefolb and Bright as anp gelde 
He Gadde a Bere ſpynne cool blake {02 orde 
His long heres Were hempe behinde his Bake 
As anp rauen fetferit fione foz Brake 
A wrethe of golde arme Grete of huge wey ght 
Vpon tis hede fat ful of ſtones bright 
Df fry ruBpes and of fpn diamauntes 
Aboute Gis Hare ther Went alauntes 
Twenty andmoo as grete as anp fteez 
To hunte atte lyoun o2 elles at the deez 
And folowed him With moſel faſt y bounde 
CLofers ofttolde and tozettes fyled rounde 
An hundreth lordes he hadde in bis rote 
Armed Wel with hertes ſterne and (toute 

pthe Arcite as men in ftozp fpnde 
The ftrong Emetrius the bin of pnd 

Wpon a Bap ftede p trapped alle in (tele 
Armed With, a oth of gold p dtapred wele 
Cam riding lyke tod of armes marce 
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His oth armure was of cloth of tarce 
Couched With perles White ronnde and Grete 
His ſadyl was of Brent golde new p Bete 
Amantelet on Gis ſhulders hanging 
Bret ful of rubpes bright as fyre fparkling 
His Bright crifpe here (phe rynttes Were tonne 
And that Was pelo and Hfttered as the fonne 
His nofe was high his eyen Bright cptrine 
His lippes rounde Gis colouꝛ was ſang wyne 
A felb frahles in fis face Were fprent 
Bet hiv yelow and fom dele Sake p meynt 
Hnd asa lpounbetohked aboute fafte 
Df xvb pere of age J bin caft 
His Berde Was wele begonne for to fpring - 
His voyce as asa trompe thonodring 
Vpoyn Gis hede Ge Wered of Caurez rene 
Agarkondfreſſhe and luftp foz to fene 
Wpon bis Honde Ge Saaz foz His dedwyte 
An etife tame asanplylp White 
An hundreth hupgtites Gadd Ge With him there 
Al armed faue theire hedes tn alle theire dere 
Were richely arraped ty af manez thinges 
Truſtith Wele al erles Cubes andhinges 
Were gadred ty this noble companp 
ffozfoue andencrece of cheualrye 
Aboute this hing Gere ronnen on euery parte 
Wele many a tame ClounandliBart 
And tn thts wife helozdes alle and ſom 
Been on the ſonday to the cite com 
Aboute pzp me and in the tolbn alight 
Chis Chefeus this uke this worthy bnyttht 
When fe hadde Brought them into Gis cite 
And ynned them eueriche at Hts degre 
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He feſtith them and doth fotrete CaBouz 
Coeafe them and todo them alle fonoure 
That men Wenen Hat no mannes Witte 
Df none aftate ne conde amends ft 
Che mynſtralcy the feruice at the fefte 
Che ttrete giftes to the mooft and the fefte 
Che riche arvape of Thefeus pateys 
Me Ifo fat firft ne laſt Spon the defe 
Oꝛ whatladies fayreſt Been o2 beſt daunſyng 
Oꝛ which of themcan beſt daunce oꝛ {png 
Ne who mooſt felyngly fpekecé of Coue 
What ha wkes ſyt on the pirches aboue 
Wiat houndes kyen in the floor doun 
Df al this make § no mencton 
Hut of theffecte that thynketh me Geft 
Mow comp tf the poynte andferkpy if pe lyſt 

He fonday at nyght oz dap began to {pring 
€ — than palamon herd the Lathe ſyng 
Hl hough it here nat dap by oures tivo 
pet font the larhe and palamon right tho 
with holy Gerte and With ayhigh corage 
hs rpfen to wende on Gis prlgramate 
Vnto the Bliffue Sotherea ve nygtne 
mene Senusfonourableand digne 

And ty fez houre he walked forth apace 
Vnto thelyſtes there fez temple was 
And doun he nefits and with humbee chere 
And With hert fore Ge fapde as pe ſhal her⸗ 
Fayreſt o fapre olady mpn Genus 
Doughter to houis and fpoufe toStcanus 
Chat gladdeſt al the mount of Sithereon 
Foꝛ that fone that thon faddeft to Adon 
Hane pptee on mp byttre teres fmert 

fi 
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And take mp humbly prapes to thy Gert 
; Atlas J Gane nofanttatte foz to telle 

The effecte ne the turment of mpn Gelle 
Myy Gert map natimpy Garmes bewrey 
Gam fo fozouful thatlcannatfep 
But mercp Cadp bright that bnoweſt wele 
Opp thought and ſeeſt the harmes that Gi fele 
Confidre this and ree Spon my foze 
Hs Wp ftp as 8 (Gat for euirmoꝛe 
Emfoꝛth mp mpgit tip true fernaunt to Be 

y And Golde Warze Cadp al wey Wath chaftite 
That J make mpy auowe fo pe me Gelp 

} Ghepe nat of armes foz to pelpe 
Ne Hafke nattomozol forto haue the victory 
Me renoun ty thiscaas ne beynglorp 
Of pryſe of armes to Bifold bp and doun 
Buth wolde fully haue poffioun 
Of E mefp and dpe ty her ſeruice 
Fynde thou the manere how and what wyſe 
GJ retche nat But it map bettre Be — 
To haue Dictozp of her 02 they of me 
So that J haue mp Cady tn mpn armes 
for though fo Be that mars Ge Hod of armes 
pour Sertue ts ſo grete in feupn aBoue 
That if thou Cpft G (Galle Gane mp lone 
Thy cemple Wol § woꝛſhip euirmo 
And on an autre where {J rpde 02 tfoo 
J Wot do facrifice and fpres Bete 
And if pe wyl nat fomp lady fete 
Than prap J the to mozoW with a fpere 
That Arcite me thoutG the herte Bere 
Chan reche J nat whan G Gane loft mp tpF 
Though that Arcpte wedde Gez to wif 

\ 
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Chis ts theffect and ende of mp prapez 
peue me mp Coue mp bliſſed lady dere 
Wiay that the oryſon Was done of palamon 
His facrifice he did and that anone 
Ful pitoufep with allecircumſtaunces 
Al teile nat now his obſeruaunces 
And atte the ftatueofSenns ſhoꝛe 
And made a fitine wherby that Ge toke 
Chat his praper accepted Was that dap 
Foꝛ though the figure ſhße wed defap 
pet wiſt Ge wele that graunted was fis bone 
And With gladde ferte Ge Went him Gome fone 
Che thridde oureequat that patamon 
Began to venus temple for to toon 
5  profe the fonne andSp rofe Emely 

And to the temple of pane gan Spe 
H}e2 mapdens that {de With Bex thidertad 
Ful redelp With Gem the fpre thep Gad 
Chencence the ckothes and the remenaunt atte 
Chat to the facrificefonten fBatee 
Che Hoznes ful of methe as Was the gtuyſe 
Chere Cached nauttht todoon Ger f acrifice 
Sinoking the temple ful of clothes fapre 
Chis C melp with Gert debonay⸗ 
f3e2 hody Weſſhe With Water ina Werte 
Dut how fhe did Gere Gdaz nat tette 
But it be anp thtate in generalke 
And pet it Were a fame fox to Gere afte 
Lobiny that menyth wele tt Were nocharge 
Out ttis gode a man be at bis Carte 
Her Brigtit Gere bashempeand Sutreffeo arte 
Anda crolbne of grene obe ferpalte 
Vpoy fier Gede Was fet fut fapre and mete 

f tt 
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Tho fyres on the autre can ſhe bete 
And dio fez thinttes as men map beholde 
Qn ftateof ThebesandinGokesofdoe 
han kpndled as the fpre with pytous chere 
Wuto opane fie fpake as pe map Gere 
O chaſt goddeſſe of the wode grene 
Co Whom Both feupy and erth and ſee is fene 
Quene of the reine of pluto derhe and folb 

| Goddeſſe of mapdens chat mp Gert Haft know 
| sul manp a perc and woteſt whath deſyre 
i As kepe me fro the Sengeaunce and thpn tre 

That Atheon abought trulp 
| Chat goddeſſe wele woteſt thou Gat I 
, Deſire to be a mayden alle mp lpf 

Me neutz Wol | Be Coue ne Wpf 
Gat thou woteſt pet of thy company 
A mapoen, andfoue huntyntt and Senozp 
Aud fo2z to Walken in the odes Wilde 
And nat to Be a wif and Be with childe 
Nauttht Wil Ihkna wcompany of may 
Now help me Cadp ſithnes thou mayſt and can 
fto2 the thre fourmee that thou haſt tn the 
Gnd palamon that hath fuche foue to me 
Andehe Arcite that foueth me fo fore — 
Chis Grace J prap the Withouten moze 
Hs fendloue and peafe bitwix them two 
Ano frome turne albep theiz hertes fo 
Chat at theiz Gotefoue and atte thet2 defire 
And al theiz beſy turment and af their fpre 
Be quepnte o2 turnedin a nothez place 
And if fo Fe hou Wil do me no grace 
D2 if mp defteny Be ſhapey foo 
That I ſhal nedes haue one of thew tivo 
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As fend me him that mooſt deſireth me 
Beholoe goddeſſe of clene chaſtite 
Tbe byttre teres that oy mp chekes falle 
Sithnes thou arta mapde and kepaz of Bs alle 
Opp mapdenGede thou hepe and Weleconferue 
Zind whiles Gepne a mapden Wolf the ferne 
The fpres brenne Spon the auters cfere 
whil Emelp was thus in her praper 
But fodentyp ſhe fat alight quepne 
fFo2 right anone oon of the fpres queynt 
And quiched a pen and aftez that anone 
That other fpre as quepnt and alle agone 
Andas it queynt it madea Witting 
Hs doon thefe wete Brondes ty theiz Brennpnt 
And at the Brondes ende out ran anone 
Hs it Were droppes blody manp one 
ffor why (Ge fo fore agtaſt bas Emely 
Than fie was almooſt mad and gan tocrp 
Foꝛ {Ge ne Wilt what it ſignified 
But ontp for fere tins hati ſhe cryed 
Aud wept that it has ppte tohere 
And therwithalle dpane ttan appere 
With Cow fn fonde right as an huntreſſe 
And fapd doughter ſtynt thyn feupneffe 
Among the goddes an high itis affermed 
And Bp etern worde Writen andconfermed 
Thou ſhalt Be Wedded vntyl one of ther to 
That haue foz the fo mocfecare and wo 
But on to whiche of them map J nat celle 
Fare wele for map nolenter duelle 
Che fpres whiche on mpn autre Brenne 
Shal the declare o2 that thou go fenne 
Thyn auenture of Coneas in this caas 

tt 
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And Wits that worde the aro wes in the caas 
Df the goddeſſe claterpne faft and ryntt 
And forth fie ent and made a Sanp (Hine 
for WGiche this Emelp aftonped was 
And fapd What a mounteth this aflas 
(J put me vndre thp protectioun 
Dyane andin thp otfpoficioun 
AndGome fhe goth anone the neve hep 
Chis ts theffecte ther ts no moze to fep 
Gn the net houre of mars aftez this 

cite Suto the temple walked is 
a Df fpers mars todo fis facrifice 
With alle tije rightes of His papnem Wife 
With pptous Gert and higth ceuoctoun 
Right thus to Mars fe (apde his ozpfon 
SD (trontt (fod that in the refines code 
SD f trace fonoured art andLozde p Gold 
Gnd Gaft in euery regne and euezp Cond 
Df armesat the Brpoel in hp fond 
And them fortuneſt as the Cit Beft deup fe 
Accept of me mp pptous facrifice 
If foBe that mp thought map deſerue 
And that mp myght be Wozthp to ferue 
Thy Hodfede hat Gmap Be one of thyn 
Than prap J the rew on mp ppne 
Foz that peyn and that Hote fpre 
Wn whiche thou Brenneft whikom for defire 
Dian that thou vᷣſedyſt the Beaute 
Df fapre pont freffiie venus fre 
And haddeſt fez tn thy armes at thy Wil 
And thougth the ones a tyme mpffpl 
Whan Hecanus Gad caught the in hislaas 
And fond the Cinging Cp his wtf alias 
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For tithe ſorow thhat basin tipnfert · 
Haue route aſwele Hpon mp pepnes ſme 
Gam pout andinkonupnt as thou woteſt 

and as j trow with loue offended mooſt 
Than euer was anylyues creatucẽ 
For fle that doth me alle this wo endure 
Me vechet§ neuez Whether I ſynke oz flete 
And wele 9 Wote or fie memercphete 
J muſt with ſtrengith wynne her in the place 
And wele (i: wote withoute help and grace 
Df the may nat mp ſtrenttht abayle 
Than help me loꝛd to mozoWin my batayf 
ffoz that fpre that WhpfomBrentthe = =. 
As wele as that fpre now brenneth me 
And do that g to moꝛow Hane the Sictozp 
Myy the trauapland thyn Ge the glory 
Chip ſouerayn temple Wil J mooſt honouren 
Df anp place allbep and mooft lauboren 
Gn thy plefaunce andin thy craftes (trong 
And in thy temple Fiffemyp Banez Gong 
nd atte the armes of mp company 
And enirmoze Snto the dap J ope. 
£ tern fpre Gf. wol Gifoze the fynde 
And che to this auowe J Wil me bynde 
Opp Berd mp Gere that hangith fond a doun 
Chat nentz pet felt offenfioun 
Df rafouz ne of ſhere J wille the pene 
And Be thy true fernaunt Whites Gepue 
Now lord Hane route Spon mp fozolbes fore 
peue me the Sictozp Jafhe nomoze 
The prapez ſtynt of Arcite the ſtrontt 
The rynges that on the temple doze font 
Gnd ehe the dozes cLatered fo faft 

f titi 
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Df whiche arcite ſomwhat him agaſt 
The fyres brent Spon the auters bright 
Chat tt gan al the temple for to light 
ã fwete fmel anone the grounde Sp paf 
nd arcite anone Sis fond Sp gaf | 
Hund moze encence in to the fpre caft 
With othez rptes moand at the laſt | 
Che (tatue of mars began his haubreke rpng 
And with that founde he Herd a a murmuryng 
fful Cold and dym and ſayd thus. Dictozp 
Foꝛ Whiche Ge yaue to Mars honouꝛ andgloꝛy 
And thus With top and hope wile to fare 
Arctte anone tohis pune ts faze 
Hs fapn as foute ts of the Bright fonne 
nod right anone ſuche ſtryf is thez Begor 
ffoz that grauntyng in hevyn aboue 
Betwix Venue goddeſſe of toue 
and mars the (terne fod armepotent 
Chat iupites Was beſy it to ſtynt 
Cpe that the pale faturnus the cofde 
That hned {omanp of auentures ofde 
frond in bis ofde experience and arte 
Chat be ful fone hath pleafed euery parte 
Gs ſoth is fapd efde hath grete anauntage 
Jn elde is Both wiſdome and Sfage | 
Men map the olde oute renne But nat onte rede 
Saturne anone to ftpne ftrpf and drede 
Al Be it that itis apenft his bynde 
Df al thisſtriue he can remedies fynde 
Opp dere doughter Senus quod Saturne 
My cours that Gath fo wyde for toturne | 
Hath moze polbez than wote anp man 
Myn is the drenchyng of the fee fo an 
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Myy is the prpfon in the derke cote 
Opn is the ftrangering and hangting Bp the throte 
Che murmuze and the chorles reVelling | : 
Che groynyntt and the prpue enpopfonpng 
J do vengeaunce and plapn cozrectioun 
whiles h duelle ty the figne of the lpoun 
Myn is the rupne of the high halles 
Che falling of the toures and the walles 
Vpon the mpnouz oz the carpentere 
G ſtough Sampfon (faking the pplez 
And mpn Been the maladpes colde 
The derke treafon and tie caftes olde 
My Coking is the fadve of peftifence 
Now Wepe nomoze J (Gal doon diligence 
Chat palamon that ts thyn olbn hnpoie 
Shal haue his Cadp as thou Him behight 
Hnd Mars (Hal hepe ishuypgit pet nenirticles 
Betwix pou thez muft be fomtpuiepeafe 
Hl Be pe nat of one complexioun 
Chat caufetG alday ſuche deupfioun 
Gam tpn al redp at thp witle 
wepe nomoze ff Wil chp enft fukfylle 
Now Wit h ſtynt of the goddes aboue 
Df Mars andSenus goddeſſe of Coue 
And telle pou al plapnlp as Ican 
Che ttrete effecte for whiche (i Bettan 
& Rete has the feft in athenes that dap 

Hundehe the luftp feafon of hat map 
Made euerp Wight to Be in ſuche plefaunce 
Chat alle that mondap iuſt thep anddaunce 
Gnd ſpenden it in Senus high ferupfe 
And Bicaufe that thep (Gulden arpfe 
L£ rfp for to fe that grete ſight 



The bnyghtes tale 

Vnuto theive reft Went hep at nyttht 
Andon the mozolb Whan dap Gan {pring 
Df fozfe and nopfe harneys and clateryng 
Chez was in hoſtelryes atte aboute 
And to tie paleys rode thez many a toute 
And lordes Spon ftedes andpalfreps 
Chere mayſt thou fea deuyſyng of farneps 
So bncouthe and foriche and wrought fo wele 
SD f goldſmythrye of Brouderp and of {tere 
Che ſheldes Gright teſteres and trapponzes 
Golde hewen GetmesGauBrekes andcotearmures 
Lozdes in paramentes on thetz couzfers 
Nnyghtes of retenue andehke (qupers 
Napting the ſperes and helmes Bokeling 
Gupding of ſheldes With fepnerslafing 
Chere as nede is thep Were nothing poel 
The fomp ftedes.on the golden brydet 
Gnaing. and faft the azmerers alſo 
with fyle and Gamez priching toandfro 
pemen on fote andcompns manp one 
With ſhorte ftaues thiche as thep map fone 
Pppes trompes naconers andctariouns 
Chat ty the bataylle Klolwen blody foundes 
Che paleps ful of peple Sp anddoun 
Chere thre there ten Holding theiz queftioun 
Pempne¢ of the TheBayn knpHfites to 
Some fapde thus fom fapd it ſhalbe fo 
Som Feld With Gisy With he blak Berd — , 
Som With the Balled fom Wits the thiche fered 
Som fapde Ge lohed grym and Ge wold fighe 
He hath a ſparth of vo pounde of wytzht 
Thus was the Halle ful of deuynyng 
Lontt after that the fonne gan to {pring 
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Thettrete Theſeus that of his ſteep awahed 
With mynſtralcy and noyſe that Was maked 
Held pet the chambre of hispalepsricfe 
Tyl that the theban bnpatites bothe ylyche 
Honoured Were and into the paleys fee 
Duke Theſeus is at the wyndow fet 
Araped right as Ge Were goo ty trone 
The peple preced thidez Ward ful fone 
Pity for Co ſeyn and doon High reuerence 
And toferkpn his heſt and his fentence 
An herowoe on a fcaffold made an M 
Cpl al the nopfe of the peple bas 00 
And whan Ge fal the peple of nopfe alſtyl 
Thus ſhewed fe the myghty dukes Wille 
The lord hath of Gis high diſcrecioun 
Con ſidred that it Were diſtructioun 
To gentyl blode to fighten in this wiſe 
Of mortal Bataple no in thisemprpfe 
Wherfoze to ſhapen that hep ſhulde nat ope 
He Wil fis firſt purpos mooifpe 
Noman therfoze on pepne of toffe of lyf 
Mo manez ſhotte ne pollax ne ſhort kupf 
Gn the Liftes fend o2 thider Bring 
Ne ſhort ſwerd for toftike With poynt bityntt 
Me noman ne draw ne Bere it Be his ſyde 
Ne noman (Hat Sito his felaw ryde . 
But one cours with a ſharp p grounde fpere 
Topnpne if himlyſt on fote fim ſelue to Were 

And he that is at myſchief ſhalbe take 
And nat ſlayn But Be brought to the (take 
Chat ſhalbe ordeyned on either ſyde 
But thider fe (hat 6p force and there abyde 
Andif fo falle the eftepn Be take 
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Dn either ſyde o2 elles flectt fis make 
No entire (Gal the turneynglaſt 
God (pede pou go fort and¢ep on faft 
Wwithlkong fiberdes and maces key on pour fylẽe 
Goth now pouz wey this isthe cozdes Wit 
Che Gopce of peple touched the heuyn 
So loude crped thep With merp fteupy 
God faue fuche a lord that is ſo gode 
He Willits nat diftructioun of blode 
Vp Hots the trumpes and the mefodp 
Hnd to the fiftes ridpt thts company 
Bp ordenaunce through out the cpte large 
Hanged Wits cloth of golde and nat wits ſarge 
Fultphe a Corde this noble duke Fan rpde 
Theſe tho Thebans Spon etthez ſyde 
Gnd aftez rode the queneand Emely 
Andafte2 hata nother company 
Df one andotfez aftez thetz degre 
And thus thep paffe through the cpte 
And to the fiftes come thep betyme 
Gt nas nat of the dap fullp prpme 
whay fette as Thefens riche on Figg 
Gpofita the quene and E melp 
And other Ladies tn degrees aboute 
Wnuto the fetes prefect alle the route 
And Weft ward throngs the pates Snore marte 
Arcite andeke the houndred of fis parte 
With Banez redeisentred right anone 
Andin that ſelue moment pafamon 
Is Sndre Senus eft ward in that place 
With Banez White and hardychere of face 
(In al the worlde to feke Sp anddoun 
Doeupn withoute anp Sartactoun 
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There neve ſuche companeys twey 
ffoz there as none fo Wife hat coude ſey 
Chat anp Gad of othez auauntage 
Df woꝛthyne ſſe neeftate ne age 
So euyn Were thep choſen fozto geffe 
Andin tivo renges fepre thep them dreſſe 
And than that theire names ved Were euerichoon 
That in thetz nombre gyle Were thez none 
Tho Were the pates ſhyt andcrped was Coude 
Do now pouzdeuonz ponds knyghtes proude 
The feroudes left thetz pricking Sp and doun 
Mol ryngen trompes Conde and cfarioun 
Thez is nomoꝛe to fep But eft and Weft 
Gn goth the fperps ful ſadly in the reſt 
Gn goth che ſharp {pore in the ſyde 
Chez feen men who can tuft and whocan ryde 
Theze ſhyueryngt ſhaftes Spon ſheldes thiche 
He feleth through the hart ſpoon the pryck 
Vp ſpringeth ſperes twenty fote on hight 
Dut Hoon the ſwerdys as the fituez bright 
The helmes hep to hewen and to ſhrede 
Dut breſt the Blode with ſterne (tremes rede 
With myghty maces the Bones thep toB rift 
He through he thickeſt of the Hront can thriſt 
Chez ſtomblyn ftedps trong and dolby goti al 
He rolleth vndre fote as doth a Bal 
He fopnetG on Gis feet With Gis trunchon 
Gnd fe hurtkith With Gis hors adoun 
He through the body ts hurt and ſithnes take 
Opattre His hede and brouttht to the ftake 
Gs forward tas right there Ge muft abpde 
A nothez led is on that otfe2 ſyde 
Gnd fomtpme doth them Theſeus to reft 
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Therm for to refrefide anddrpnhe tf that thep lyſt 
ful oft adap haue the Thebans tivo 
Cogpdez pmet and wronght eyther bo 
Vnhoꝛ ſed Gath ectle one of them twey 
Chez ts no tygre tn the Hale of galegophey 
When that fez whelp is ſtolen When tt iolyte 
Docruclon the Gunt as is Arcite 
froz ielous Gert Spon this pala moy 
Me in belmarye thezis no fel Cpoun 
Chat Guntedis foz angre Wood 
Ile Of Bis prap deſireth fo the blode 
Hs palamon to fle his foo arcite 
The iefous (trohes on theire helmes Byte 
Dute rpnneth Blood on both theire ſydes rede 
Som tpme ay end thez ts of euery dede 
ffor o2 the fonne vnto reft went 
Che ftrong hing E metrius gan Gent 
Chis palamon ashe fought Wits Arcite 
And made fis ſwerd depe in Gis fleſſhe Bite 
Ind Bp the force of twenty twas fe take 
Vnpyolden and drawe to the (take 
Und ty the refcous of this palamon 
Che (trong hing Ligurge is Born a doun 
Andhing E metrius for alle His ſtrenght 
Is Bown oute of fis fadpl a ſwerde lenght 
So Git him patamon o2 Ge weꝛe take 
But al for noght he as brought to the ſtake 
His hardy Gert ne mpafie him help noght 
He muft aBpde Wan be has caught 
By fore and eke Bp compoficioun 
who ſoroweth nob But woful palamon 
That muft nomoze toa pentofishe 
Gnd Whan that Chefeus Gadde ſeye Gat fake 
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Vnto the folke that foutthten thus echone 
He crped than foo nomoꝛe foꝛ it is done 
G thot Be true iuge and nat partp 
Arcyte of TheBes ſhal Gane Emely 
That By Gis fortune Gath fez fep2 p wonne 
Anone there is a nopfe of peple begon 
ffo2 top of this fofoude and High With alle 
That tt ſemed that the Cpftes ſhuld falle | 
w Ratcan no fapreSenus done aboue 

What fapeth ſhe What doth the quene of Coue 
But wepith fo foz wantyug of her Wille 
Tpl hat her teres in the Ciftes fylle 
he fapd J am (Hamed doutleſſe 
Saturne fapd doughter holde tip peafe 
Mars Gath Gis wilke the knyght hath his Bone 
And Bp mp Geode thou (Halt be eafed fone 
The trompettes With the lode mynſtralſye 
Che heroudes that fulroude pelle andcepe 
Been in theiziop for the wel of dane Arcite 
But herk neth me and ſtynt nopes afite 
whiche a mpracle there Befelie anone 
This fpers Arcite hath Gis helme of done 
And on a courfez for to ſhew Gis face 
He prpched endlong the Carte place 
Lokpntt SpWard Snto this Emetp 
And ſhe agepn him café a frendlp epe 
And was alle ty fis here as ty Gis hert 
Dute of the grounde a fpreinfernat (tert 
From Pluto fentat the requeft of faturne 
froz whiche Gis Go2fe foꝛ fere tan to turne 
Andlept a fpde and foundredas Ge lepe 
And oz that Arcite may take hepe 
He pittht him on the pomefof his hede 
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That in the place Ge Lap as he Were dede 
His Breeft to Broften With the ſadyl bow 
Hs Bake helay as anp coofor crowe 
So has the Glode ronne in his face 
anone fe as Born oute of the place 
With herte fore to Thefeus paleys 
Tho has he coruyn oute of fis Garneps 
And in a bedde Brought ful fapre and Bepue 
froz Ge Was pet in memozp and afpue 
And alwey criyng after Emely 
Duke Theſeus with alle his company 
(is come Home to Athenes his cyte 
With alle blis and grete ſolennyte 
Ac Be it that this auenture tas falle 
He nolde nat difcomfozte them alle 
Men fapdche that Arctte (Auld nat ope 
He {uuloe Be heled of Gis malady 
And of a nothez thing thep wer fayn 
Chat of them alte thez Was noon ſtayn 
Alte Were thep foze furt and namefp one 
Chat With a fpere Was thrilled the breeſt Gone 
Che othez woundes and the Broke armes 
Son Gad fatues and fome Gad chazmes 
Fermacyes of herbes andeke fane 
They dronken foz they wold theiz lyues hane 
Foꝛr whiche this noble duke as he Wel can 
Comfoꝛteth and honoured euery man 
And made reuelal the Cong nyght 
Vnto the ſtraunge lordes as as right 
Me there has Holden no difcomfptpng 
But asa iuftes oz a tourneyng 
Foꝛ there as holden no difcomfiture 
for faplpng nys but auenture 
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Me to Befadde By force vnto the ftake 
Wupetldpn and With twenty knyghtes take 
One prpfon afCone withoute mo 
and Garped forth Bp arme fote and too 
And eke his fede drpuen forth with ſtaues 
With fotemen Both pemen andeke hnaucs 
It nas p retted him no vilony 
There map noman clepe it cowardrye 
'02 Whiche anone duke Theſeus let crpe 
Co ſtynten alle ranconz andenupe 
The degre af tel ty one (poe as in other 
Und either (pode (phe as.othez Brotiez 
And paf thew giftes aftez theiz degre 
And fully Geld a feft daies thre 
Andconueped he hinges worthyly 
Dut of fis ton a iourney fartetp 
And Home went euery man the rit wep 
Chere was nomoze but farwele Gane gode dap 
0 ff this Bataple J Wil nomoze endite 

But fpehe of palamon and arcite 
Sueteits the Breft of Arcite and the fore 
£ ncevrefeth at Gis hert ap moze and moze 
The cCotered blode for anp lechecraft 
Coꝛuptyth and in Gis Bouhke is laft 
Chat nether beyne blode ne Sentufpng 
MNe drinke of GerBes map Ge his helpyntt 
Che Sertueeypulfpforanpmal — 
Fro that Bertue p cLeped natural 
Me map the benym Bopde ne expelle 
The pppes of hts Contes tan to ſwelle 
And euery Cacert ty Gis Breeft adoun 
Hs fient with benym and corrupcioun 
Him gayneth nothing for to pee hiolyf 

Hi 
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Vomypyte Sp ward anddoun Ward favatpf 
Al is to Breften thilke retzioun 
Mature Fath in him no domynacioun 
Andcertpanlp there nature wil nat wirche 
Fave wele pGifphe to Bere the man to the chirche 
Chisisal and fom Arcite muft dpe 
ffor whiche fe ſendith afte2 Emely 
And pala mon that thas his coſyn dere 
Chan ſayd he thus as pe ſhal aftez Gere 
Mat map the Woful (ppretin mpn hert 
Declare a popnte of av mp fozolves ſmert 
Co pou mp Cadp that J Coue mooft 
But biqueth the ferutce of mp gooſt 
To pou aBouen euerp creature 
Sithnes that mp lpf map no lentfe2 sure 
Atlas the Woo allas the pepnes ftront 
Chat 9 for pou haue ſuffred and fo fong 
Alkas the deth allas mp Emely | 
Atlas the departpng of oure company 
Allas mp Gertes quene allas mp Wif 
My herteslady endez of mp Cpf 
what is this worlde What afketh men to Gane 
Mo With his loue now colde in fis graue 
Alone Withouten anp company 
fave Wele mp ſwete foo mp Lmelp 
And foft take me in pouz armes twey 
Foꝛ the foue of fod andferkeneth what 9 fap 
J Gane Gere With mp cofpn palamon 
Had ftrpf and rancoz many a dap atone 
ffoz Loue of pou and of my ſelouſye 
And Jupitez fo wiſely my foute tp 
Co fpeben of a feruaunt propirly 
With circumftaunces. alle trulp 
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That is to ſeyn trouthe fononz andhnpHiichede 
wiſdom HumBleffe eftate and Gigs hpnred 
Fredon and alle that fontith to that arte 
So Jupiter haue of mp foute parte 
As in this Worlde rittzht now know J none 
So woꝛthy to Ge foucd as palamon 
Chat ſeruyth pou and Wok do alle hislyf 
And if Gat curz pe fiat Be a Wif | 
ffozpettet§ nat Palamon the gentifman 
And with that Worde Gis ſpeche faple tan 
ffor frohis fete Snto Gis Breeft bas come 
The colde of dethe that hath him ouercome 
And pet moze ouez for tn fis armes two 
The bptatle ſtrengith is loft and al atto 
D nlp the intelectps Withouten more 
Chat duc lites ty Gis bert (phe and fore 
Gan fayle Whan the Gerte felith deth 
Duſſheth his eyen to and fayleth his breth 
But on his lady pet caſt he his eye 
His laſt worde was mercy Emely 
His ſpyret chaunged the hous and went there 
As Icam neuiꝛ h can natterle Where 
Chere § ſtynt J am nat deuyneſter 
Of foutes fynde ſ natin this regyſtre 
Ne me lyſt the opunpons toteffe 
Df them though thep writen where thep duelle 
Arcpte is colde here mars his ſoule guy 
Now Woe Ifpeheforthof Emery 
Shryght Emelp and owleth palamon 
And Theſeus his ſuſter toke anone 
SWonpng and Gare Gez fro the cors awey 
what helpith it to tarp forth the dap 
Co telle fold fhe wept Both eue and morꝛow 

g ii 
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For in ſuche caas Wotnen Gane ſuche ſorow 
Whan that cheiz huſbondes Ge fro them too 
That for the moze part thep fozoWen fo 
Drelles falle in fuche a maladp 
That at the laſt certaynly thep ope 
Infinyte Been the fozolbes and the teres 
Df ofde fothe and fothke of tendre peres 
(Qh al the toun for deth of this Theban 
for Bim the2z Weptth bothe chitde and man 
So grete wepyntt was thez none certayn 
whan Ectoz was brought alle freſſhe p ſlayn 
To trope. aftas the pyte that Was there 
Craching ofchebes rentpng eke of Gere 
why woldeſt thou Be dede the fe wymmen crpe 
And haddeſt golde ynough and Emely 
No man myght glade Theſeus 
Saupng his olde fadez egeus 
That knew this Wortdes tran ſmutacioun 
Ashe hadde feen tt chauntte Sp and coun 
op aftez wo and woafter gladneſſe 
And ſhewedhim enſample andlpkneffe 
Rigitas ther deyde nentz man qnod Ge 
Chat be ne Cpuedin erth in fom degre 
Right fo thez Cpued nentz man fe fapode 
(In alle this Wozlde that fomtp me fe ne depde 
Chis worlde is But a througs fare ful of wo 
And Wwe Be pplgrames paffpng toand fro 
Deth is an ende of euery Woz2ldes ſore 
nd ouez al thie pet ſayde fe mekpe moze 
To this effecte ful wifelp to enhorte 
The peple that thep ſhulde them recomforte 
Duhe T heſeus with alle his Befp cure 
Caſt now Where that the fepulture - 
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Df trode Arcite map Beft p maked Be 
And eke mooft Gonoura Ble tn His degre 
And at the Caft fe toke concluftoun 
Coat there firft Arcite and palamon 
Hadden for loue the batayle them bit wene 
That in that ſelue groue fibete and grene 
Chere as he hadde his a moꝛous deſires 
His compłaynt and foꝛ toue his hote fyres 
He wolde make a fpre in Whiche the ofjice 
Funeratle he myght fuilp accomplice 
And comaundedanone to hacke and tohe w 
The ohes ofde and ley them on a re 
Gn cufppns Wele araped for to brenne 
His officers With ſwyft feet thep renne 
And rpdenanone at his comaunoment 
And after this Theſeus hath fent 
Aftez a bere and he it ouer ſpradde 
With clothes of golde the richeſt chat he hadde 
And of the fame fote fe cCothed Arcite 
VPpon his hondes fis gloues white 
And on Sis fede a crowne of faurez grene 
And in Gis Gonde a ſwerde ful bright and kene 
He Capode him Bare the Sifage on the Bere 
Cher With Ge Wipte that ppte has tohere 
And for the peple ſholde fe him afte 
Wan it Was dap Ge brought him tn the halle 
That roꝛeth on the criyng and the foun 
Tho ran this woful theBan palamoun 
With floteredGerd and rutiged aſſhe Geres 
Gn cloces Hlahe dropped at With teres 
And paffing otfer of wepyng Emely 
The rely fulleft of able the company 
Gnd ty aſmoche as he fernice (futd Ge 
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The moze noble and riche in his dettre 
Dube Theſeus leet thre ſtedes forth bring 
Chat trapped Were in (tele al glytering 
Andcoucred With the armesof Arcite 
Andehe Spon the ftedes grete and white 
Chez fattpy folke of whiche one Bare Gis ſhelde 
A nothez a ſpere Spon Gis ſhulders helde 
The thridde Bare With him Gis Bol turkeps 
SD brend gzolde Was the caas and the Garneps 
Gnd rpoden forth a paas With fozoufne chere 
Toward the groue as pe ſhal after here 
The nobleſt of the grees that there Were 
Vpon thetz Bakescarpoen the Bere 
With flacke paasandepen rede and Wege - 
Through oute the cpte Bp the maftez ftrete 
Chat (pradde Was al with Glake and wondre Gye 
Right of the fame is the ſt rete Wrpe 
Wpon the right honde Went olde egeus 
And on that othez (poe duke Theſeus 
With veſſelles of golde in their hond ful fpne 
And ful of hony mylke blode and wyne 
he pafamon With ful. grete company 
And afte2 that cam Woful Emely 
with fpre ip honde as Was Hat tyme the gupſe 
To do the office of the funeralle fernice 
High CaBoure and ful Grete apparcting 
Was at the ferupce of the fpre making 
Chat With his grene toppe the heuyn rauttht 
And twenty fa wdom of brede the armes ſtraught 
Chis ts to ſey the bowes Were ſo brodde 
SD f ſtrawe fir(t was leyde many a Lode 
But fou the fpre was made Spon an hight 
Ne che the names Gol the trees hight 



The hnppfites Tale 

asohke fprze byrche aſſhe alde2 holme poputez 
Spaple thorn beche afpe Boy cheften lynd laurer 
wilo we elme plane Gafil and whypultre 
How thep were felled fiat nat Be tolde for me 
Me Gou the gotes rennyn Sp anddoun | 
DifGerp ted of theie GaBitactoun 
An whiche thep Wonedin reft and peafe 
Nymphes faunes anda madrides 
Me Gou the Beftesand the byrdes alle 
Fledden for fere whan the ode gan falle 
Ne Gou the grounde agaſt Was of the light 
That has nat Wont to fe the fonnie Brighe 
Me Fou the fyre has couched firſt wits (cre 
And than with drpe ftiches cCouen on thre 
And than Wits grene Wode and fppcerp 
And than Wits cloth of golde and with perrp 
And garfondes fanting with manp a floure 
Che mprze the encence with fuete odouze 
MNe Fou Arcite Cap among aile this 
Ne What richeffe aBoute Gis Bodp thez fs 
Me Gou Chat Emely as was the guyſe 
Put in the fpre of funeralle ſeruice 
Me fou fie fuotbned han made was the fpre 
Me what fie fpache ne What Was fiez de fire 
Ne What hewelẽles men tn the fpre caft 
Whan that the fpre Was rete and Brenned faft 
Me hou for caft het ſhelde and for their fpere 
And of thetz weſt mentes whiche that hep Were 
Andcuppes fulof mylke and blode 
In to the fpre that Brent asit Were wode 
Me how the grekes With an Gute route 
Thryes rpoden al the fpre aboute 
Vpon theleft honde with an Fits ſſowtyng 
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And thrpes with theire fperes cLatering 
Hnd thryes hou the ladies tan crp 
Me Fou that fed was homward L melp 
Ne Gou Arcite is Brent to affien colde 
Ne Gou the lyche Wakes Were p Golde 
Chat ithe nyght ne how the Hrehes plep 
The wake ptepes ne kepe J nat to fap 
whiche wraſtelith beſt naked With oyle anoynt 
Ne who that Bare Him beſt at the poynt 
\j Wil nat telle alle Hol thep goon 
Pome to Athenes When the plap is doon 
But ſhortly to the popne than wol J wende 
And make of mp ong tafe an ende 

p procefje and bp lenglith of certapn peres 
6B = Ai (tpntis the moznpné and the heres 
Df ¢rekes bp one generalle affent 
ban femett me thez Wasa parlement 
At Athenes Spon acertapy popnte andcaas 
And among the Which popntes {pohen bas 
Co faue with certapn countrees alpaunce 
And haue fullp of Thebans oBepfaunce 
froz whiche this noble Chefeus anon 
Leet fendaftez gentyl pafamon 
Wubpft of diy What was the caufe and wip 
But in hts Brake clothes ſoꝛoufully 
He cary at Gis comaunde ment ay Gpe 
Cho ThefeusfentfozEmelp 
Wan they Were fet and Guft was alle the place 
And C hefeus abpoen hath a fpace 
D2anp Worde cam fro Gis Wife breeſt 
His epen fet be here as him lyſt 
nd With a fadde Difatte he fithed ſtylle 
And after that right ius he ſayd his Wyle 
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Che firft mouez of the cauſe aboue 
Wan Ge firft made the fapre chepne of Cone 
Grete has the effecte and high has Gis entent 
Wele Wilt he why and what therof Fe ment 
ffoz With that fapre cheyne of Coue he Bond 
The fpre the eyre the water andthe fond 
Hn certapn bondes that map nat fle 
The fame prynce and that monez quod he 
Path ſtabkiſſhed ty thts Wreched World adoun 
Certayn dates and duractoun 
To alke that isengendred in this place 
Duez the whiche dap thep map nat paffe 
Al map they pet tho dates aBrigte 
Chez nedith nat auctozpte tokegtte 
ffoz itis proucd Bp evperience 
But hat me (p(t to declare mp fentence 
Than map Wee men Bp this ordre difcerne 
That thplhe mouez (table is and eterne 
Wel map men know But it Be a foot 
That euerp partp is derpued fro his hole 
froz nature hath nat take Gis Segpnnpng | 
Df one part oz of acantef of a thing 
But of a thing that parfpte ts and ſtaßle 
Defcending ſo tpl it be cozrumpabee 
And therfore for Gis, Wife purueaunce 
He Gath fo we be Befette Gis ozdenannce 
That fpeces of thinges and progeſſiouns 
Sholden endure by fucceffiouns 
And nat eterne Withoute anp Cpe 
Chis mapft thou Hnderftonde and fe at epe 
Lo the ohe that Gath fo Conta noꝛyſſhing 
Fro the tyme that it firft ynueth to (pring 
And Gath fo cong lpf as pe map fee 
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pet at the Cafte waſted ts the tre 
Confidreti eke Gon the Gard ſtoon 
Hudre ouꝛ feet on whiche We tradde and oon 
pet waſtith tt as itlieth Bp the wey 
Tbe Brode rpuez ſomtym wexith drep 
The grete tolbnes fe We thane and Wende 
Than pe fe that atte thing Gath an ende 
Df man and Woman fe we wele alfo 
T Gat nedes in one of thefe termes two 
This is to fapn in poutte o2 elles th age 
He moot be dede the hing as ſhal a page 
Soty in Gis Fedde ſom in the depe fee 
Som in the Carge feld asmen nap fe 
Therhelpith naught for alle goon that fhe wep 
Than map h fap alle hing mot nedes depe 
What maketh this But Jupteez the bing 
Chat ts prince and caufe of al thing 
Conuertpne¢ al Snto fie propre witle 
For whiche it is deryued ſoth to telle 
And here agaynes nocreature alyue 
Df no degre auayleth for to ſtryue 
G Ban it is wiſdom as thinketh me 
To mahe bertue of neceffite 
And tahe it wele that we may nat efcfelve 
Hnd namefp that to Hs alle is due 
nd Who fo grutchithought fe doth foly 
Gnd reBel ts to him that al map gye | 
Hndcertapnlp a man Gath mooft honoure 
Todpen in hts mooft excellent floure 
whan fe ts fphez of Gis rode name 
Than Gath fe do bis frende ne him no fame 
Gnd gladder ought his frende be of Fis deth 
Wan With Gononz foSp polden io Gis breth 
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Than whan fis name appalledis for ate 
ffoz atte fozpeten ts than His baſſelage 
Than is it beſt as for a woꝛthy fame 
To dyen whan a may is beſt of name 
Che contrarp for alle thisis wilfulnes 
why gruge Ie why haue We Geupueffe 
Chat gode Arcite of cheualry the flouz 
Departed is With duety and Gonouz 
Dute of the foule prpfon of this lyf 
why sruched Gis cofpn and his wyf 
Df bis welefare thatloueth him ſo wele 
an Ge them thanke nap god Woot neutza dele 
That Bothe Gis foule andehe them offendee 
And pet hep map thetz Cuftes nat amende 
WHat map ſconclude of this long ferp 
But aftez wolf rede hs Fe merp 
And thanke Gupttez of atle Gis grace 
Gnd oz Wwe departen from this place 
(j rede that we make ef fozolves two 
D parfpte top faftpng entrmo $91} 3 
And koketh now there mooft fozob ispnne 
There wil 9 firft amende and begynne 
Suftez quod fe this is mp fulaffent 
With alle the aupfe of mp parlement; 
That gentyl palamon pouz olvy hnpote 
That ſerueth pou With hert and mytiht 
Andeutz Gath 00 fithen pe fir(t fim bnew 
That pe ſhalof pouz grace on him ree 
And take him for huſbond and fo2 Lorde 
Lene ne pouz fond foz this isoure accorde 
Let fee nob of pouz Womankp ppte 
Heisakpntesbrothez fonne parde 
And though fe were a poure Bachefer 
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Sithey fe hath ferued pou fo manp a pere 
And Gadde for pou fo Frete aduerfite 
It muſt Be confidredfeupes me 
ffor Gentpl mercp ought to paffe riate 
Chan fapd Ge thus topalamon the buyght 
J trol ther nedith titel fermonpnge 
Comake pou affent to this thing 
Cometh nere and take pouz lady By the honde 
And thus of therm Bothe has made the Bond 
G fat fight matromonpe o2 mariage 
Bp alte the counſeyl of the Baronage 
And thus With alle GLiffe and melody 
Path palamon Wedded Emelp 
And god that atte this worlde Hath wrought 
Sente Him Gis Cone that dere Gadde bought 
Foꝛ now is palamon tn al Wele 
LCpupneg ty bliſſe in riche ſſe andin hele 
And Emely Fim loueth fo tendertp 
Andhe Gez ſerneth agayn ſo gentylly 
Chat thez was no worde them bitwene 
Df SeLoufp o2 of anp otGe2 tene 
Thus endith palamon and melp 
Gnd god faue alle thiscompanp 

Here endith hebnpyitestate 
Andhere begynneth the Myllers prologue 

Ww Han hat the knyght Gad thus his tale tofoe 
« — (in alle thecompanp nas there pong ne ofde 
Chat fe ne fapd it asa noble ftozp 
And worthy to Be drawe ty memozp 
And namely the gentylles euericione 
Dure hooft Lougs and [wore fo mot J fone 
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Chis goth aright ÿnbokeled is the male 
Let fe now who ſhal te’ another tale 
ffo2 truly the game is wele Betonne 
Morb tefee pe fiz monke if Hat pe honne 
Sombfat to quyte the hn past Gis tate 
The Mppllez that for dronken thas al pate 
Co that GSrnethes Spon Gis Gorfe Ge fat 
He nolde auale notfier hode ne fat 
Me abyde noman for fis curtefp 
But in pplates voyce fe tan to cꝛy 
And ſwore Bp armes Blode and Bones 
Gcan a noBle tafe foz the nones | ih 
With whiche J wok nol quyte the hnpHfites tale 
Dure hooft fat that fe Was oronke of afe 
Und fapde abpde Kobyn feue brother 
Som Bettre man ſhal telle firft anothe⸗ 
Abyde andlet Hs Werke thryftely 
yp cokkes foute quodhe that nyẽ nat 
Foꝛr Gj Wil ſpeke o2 elles go my wep 
D uz Hooft aunſwerd telle on a deupe wey 
Chou arta foot tip wyt is ouercome | 
Now herkneth quod the Myller alle and fome 
But firft J make a proteftactoun 
That J an dronhke Jknowe Bp mp foun 
And therfore tf Imps fpeke o2 fep 
Wpte tt the ale of Zuth werke J pou prap 
For f Wor telle afegende anda lyf 
Bothe of acarpentez and of Fis wyf 
How that a clerke hath fet the wrightes cappe 
Che rene aunfwerd and fapd ſtynt tp clappe 
Let Ge thy Cede dronkpn harlottrye 
It is a ſynne andehe grete foly 
To appeyre any man o2 him defame 
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And eke bring wyues in ſuche name 
Thou mayſt ỹnough of other hinges ſayn 
This dronken Mpller ſpake ful fone ageyn 
And ſayd o leue Hrothez Oſwolde 
Who hath no wtf Geis no cokecolde 
But ſ fap nat therfore that thou art one 
G here Been gode pues many one 

Wwyhy are thou angep Wits mp tate now. 
GGaueatifparoeafwWweleasthow == 
pet nolde J nat foz the oveninanp plo ~ 
Cake Spon me moze than pnow 
Hs deine of mp fefue that J Were one 
h wol beleue wele that Jam none 
an huſbonde fiuloe nat be inquyſityf 
Of goddes prpupte ne of fis wtf 
So he map fynde goddes fufon there 
Df the remenaunt nedith nat toenquere 
what (Golde J moze fap But this myllere 
He nolde fis hordes for nomanforWere - 
But toloe fis chozles tale in Gismanere — - 
Me at thinketh that GJ ſhal reherſe it here 
And therfore euery gentyl wight Iprap 
Demeth nat for goddes koue that J fap 
Mfeurlentent but that J muft retierce 
Theie tates al Be thep Bettre o2 Werce 
Dz elles falfen fom of mp mateze 
And therfoze who fotpftith nat to Gere 
Curne ouez the Ceef and cheſe a nother tale 
Foz fe (hat fpnde pnow both (rete and ſmale 
Of fiftozpatve thing hat tovvcheth gentylneſſe 
And eke mozalite andfolpneffe 
Blameth nat me if that pe chefe amps 
Che Mp llezis a chozle pe hua Wile his 
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Sois the rene andehe other mo 
And harlotrye thep tofde bothe t wo 
Aupyſeth pou and put me oute of blame 
And eke men (Hal nat make erneſt of game 

Here begynneth the mpliers tale 

\ 
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This ckerke was cleped hend nycolas 
Df derne loue fe coude and of ſolas 
And thezto Ge Was frp and ful prpue 
Hnd (phe a mapoen mehe for to fee 
H chamBre Gadde Ge in that hoſtelrye 
Hfone With oute anp companp 
Ful fetouflp p digit With herbes fote 
Und he him fefue as f ete asis the rote 
SD f fpcozpce 02 of anp cetewale 
His almegeft his Bokes Grete and ſmale 
His aſtrologye Conging foz fis arte 
His augrym (tones ley fapre a part 
Dn ſhelues couched at his beddes Ged 
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He muft endure as other folhe his care 
frapre as Gis pont wif and ther Withalle 
As anp Wefel fez Bodp tent and ſmalle 
A fepnt file ered Barred alle of ſilke 
A Barmecfot§ as White asmozoW mylke 
Ppon Gez Cendes with fulle many a goze 
Gite was her fmoke and Broden alte Bifore 
And ehe behinde on her coler aBoute 
Df coveBlake fplhke Within and ehe withoute 
Che tapettes of bez Witte Hotuper 
tere of the fame fute of the cotez 
Heꝛ fyket Brode of fifke and fet fulfipe 
And fiherty ſhe hadde a liberous eye 
fFul finale p pulled Were Gez browes tivo 
And thep were Bent and Blake as. any {too 
She was moche moze lif ful on to fe 
Chan ts the nelve pere fenet tre 
And foftez than is the wolle of he weder 
And By her gyrdel Ganges a purs of leder 
Carfalet With ſilbe and perled With laton 
(In affe tie worlde to fehe Sp and doun 
There ts noman fo Wife that coude thinche 
So tap a pupefot oz fopratp a wynche 
Fulle Brighter as ſhe ſyynyng of Ger Gue 
Chan ty the toure the noble forged new 
But of fez fonts it as as loude and pern 
As any ſwalow ſittyng in the Bern 
Cherto fhe conde fktppe and mahe game 
iis anp hpdde o2 calf folo wintt fis da me 
Ber mouthe has ſwete as brattet o2z meth 
D hoꝛde of apelles leyde on the Gap o2 heth 
wynſyntt ſhe Was as is a tolp coke 
font asa maft and Gp right as a Bore 
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A Groche (Ge Bare Spon ficz low cover 
As Brove as ts the Boos of a Bokeler 
fez ſhoen Were Laced on Ger legges hye 
She was a prp merofle a pygges nye 
ffoz anp Cozde tolittgen in Gis Bed 
Oꝛ pet foꝛ anp gode pemay to wedde 
Now ſyre andeft fpre fo Befel the caas 
That on a dap thishend Nicholas 
Fipl With this pont wif to rage and to pley 
whiles that fez huſbond was at SD fenep 
Ascterkes Be ful ſubtel and ful quepnte 
And prpuclp Ge caught her bp the quepnte 
And fapd plops Gut if Ihaue mp wilke 
ffoz dernloue of the Lemman J fppe . 
And Geld Ge2 Gard Bp the ſſanke Bones 
And fapdlemmanloue me alle at ones 
D2 h Wol dpe al ſo god me faue 
And fle fprong as a colt doth in the traue 
Hnd Witt Gez Gede fhe wrieth faſt awey 
She fapde J Wot nat kyſſe the Bp mp fap 
why Cet be quod ſhe Let Be Nicholas | 
D2) ol cry outeGarzoWandallas — 
{Do wey pour hondes foz pouzcurtefp 
Chis Nicholas tan mercp for tocrp 
And fpake fo fapre and profered fez fo faft 
Chat (Ge Ger Coue Hraunted Him at the Caft 
And (wore her othe Bp feint Thomas of bent 
That (Ge Wofde Be at Fis comaundement 
whan that ſhe map her leyſer Wele efppe 
Myy huſbond is fo ful of tefoufpe 
Chat But pe Wapte wele and Be pryue 
J Wote right wele J nam But dede quod ſhe 
pe muft Be ful dern asin this caas 
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Nap therof cave the nat quod Nicholas 
Lptfertp a clerke Gath Befeed hts while 
But if Ge coude a Carpente2 Bettple : 
And tins thep Been accozded anid p ſworn 
To Wapte a tyme as Ihaue tolde biforn 
Whan Nicholas hadde do thus euerpdete 
nd thacked fez aboute the lends wepe 
He kypfte bez fete and toke fis ſa wtrye 
And pfeped faft and made melodye | 
Than fel it thus that to the pariſſhe chirche 
Criftes oly werkes for to wyrche 
This Kode Wif went onanfotpoap 
He2 forhede (fone as bright as ony day 
So was it waſſhe whay ſhe leet bez Werke 
Mow was of the chirche a pariſſhe clerke 
The whiche that was ycleped ABfolon 
Crulled Was fis here and as the golde tt ſhone 
And ftrutedas a fan Carte ant rode 
Ful ſtreight andeupn Cap His ioly ſhode 

Kis rode Was rede his epen gray as goos 
With polbfes WpndoWes cozuen ty hts (hoes 
Jn hoſes rede Ge Went fulle fetou ftp 
p cladde fe bas ful fmatle and ferouftp 
Alle in a kyrtel of alight waget 3 
ful fapre and thicke Bp the popntes fet 
And therupon Ge hadde a tap furptice 
As White as is the bloſſom on the rpfe 
A merp childe he Wasfopodmefaue 
wele coude he Leten Blode and clippe and ſhaue 
And make achartez of Cond anda quictaunce 
Jn t wenty manerscoude fe trippe and daunce 
After the fcote of Dvenfo2d tho 
And With Gis legges caſt toandfro : 

ti 
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And plep fonties on a ſmalle rebyble 
Therto fe font fomtpme a Conde qupnpBle 
And aſwele conde fe plep on bis Hetern 
Gn alle the toun nas bre we houſe no tauern 
That Ge ne ifited with Gis foface 
Chere asanyp gayland tapftez Was 
But ſoth to fep Ge as ſomdele fh wepmons 
Of fartyng and of fpeche daungerous 
Chis aBfolon that iolyf Was and Hap 
Goth With a cenfoure on the holyday 
Senfpne he pues of the paryſſhe faſt 
And manp a louely Coke on them He caft 
And namely on this carpenters wyf 
Toloke on fer him thought a merp kyf 
Sie Was fo proppz ſwete and eke lyherous 
Godaz Wele fap if ſhe hadde be tious 
And Ge a cat he wolde bez Gent anone 
This pariſſhe clerke thie ioly aBfofon 
Hath in Gis Hert ſuche alone Longing 
Chat of no Wif toke Ge non ofj ring 
for curtefp Ge fapde Ge wolde non 
The mone whay it has nyght Brigse ſhone 
And Abſolon Fis tptern Gadvde p tahe 
ffor paramours fe thought foz to wake 
nd forth he goth tofpf and amerous 
T pe he cam to the Carpenters houſe 
Akitel after coches fadvde y crowe 
And dre ffed Git Sp Bp the ſſot wyndowe 
That thas Spon the Carpenters walle 
He ſingith in bis boyce gentyl and finatte 
Morb dere fadp if tip wyl Be 
Ipray yow that pe wil thinke on me 
Ful Wele according to fis aptery ng 
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Chis carpenter a woke and herde him fins 
And fpake Sito fis wif and ſayde anon 
what afpfonGerift hou natabfofop 
Chat chaunteth thus vndre oure Boures halle 
And fie aunſuerd Ger huſbond therwith afte 
pesttod Woot hohn Fieretteuerpdebe 
Chis paſſith forth what wille pe But than Wele 
From dap to dap this ioly ab foron 
So Wwoweth her that be is Wo begoon 
He WakitG alle the nyght ard atce the dap 
He hempt Gis fockes brode and made chery Hap 
He woweth her Bp ineanes and brocatte 
And fore he Wokde Behlez oH pate _ 
He fpngeth broelyng asa nyghtyngate 
He fent aftez ppment methe and fppced ale 
And wafres pypynghote of the ¢tede 
Hnd foz ſhe was of toun Ge profered mede 
Foꝛr for forthe Wok Bpe Women for richeffe 
And ſom for ftrokes and fom foꝛ iolyneſſe 
Som tpme Ge fhe with Gis Cuftpnes and maftrpe 
He pleyeth herodes Spon a ſcaffolt hye 
But what auapleth him as tn thiscaas 
SolouedfothishendMicholas 
Chat abſolon map Blow the Buches horn 
fhe ne Gadde for Gis laboure But a fco2n 
And thus fhe maketf of abſolon Ger ape 
And af fis erneft turneth tpl a Jape 
Ful ſoth is this prouerbe it is nolye 
Men fap right thus alwey the nygh fepe 
paket the fer leef for to bekoche | 
froz thoutth that aBfofon be wood o2 wrothe 
Bicauſe chat he fer Was from Ger ſight 
This nytth Nicholas ftode in Fis light ' 

tit 
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Now Bere the Wele thou hende Nicolas 
fforaBfoforte map Waple and ſyng atlas 
And fo Befet tt that on a faturdap 
This carpenter Was Hoon tyl Oſeney 
And che fend Nicholas and alpfon 
Accorded Be fullp to this conckuſioun 
That Nicholas ſhal ſhapen hem a wyle 
This ſely ielous huſbond to begyle 
And if ſo be the tame Went a right 
She ſholde ſlepe in his armes atte nyttht 
for this washeꝛ deſire and Gis alſo 
And right anone Withoute wordes mo 
This nycholas nolenger Wefde tarp 
But doth fulle ſoft in to his chambre carye 
Bothe mete and drinke for a dap o2 tive 
And toher huſbond badde her for tof ey 
Gf that Ge afhed aftez Nicholas | 
She (Gold fap (Ge nyſt where Fe was 7 
D f atte that dap (Ge ſaw him nat wich epe 
Sie troweth that he 19 ty for maladpe 
fioz that nocrpe fez mapde coude him calle 
He nolde aunfuez foz nothing myght fatte 
This paſſith fort atte the faturdap 
Chat nycholas ſtylle ty Fis GamBbre ley 
And ete and flepe or dyd What him lyſt 
Tyl fondap that the ſonne hoth to reſt 
Chis ſely carpenter hath Grete meruayle 
Df nycholas o2 What myght him ayle 
And ſaydſJam adradde bp ſeynt Thomas 
It ſtondith nat aright With Nichotas 
God ſbeld ft that He dyed ſode nlp 
Chis woꝛlde is now fulle tyhee ſyberly 
GJ ſawe a corps to dap Gore to the chirche 
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That now on trondap laſt h ſa we him wirche 
Go bp quod fe Suto his hnaue anone 

Clepe at the doze and knocke with a ſtone 
Loke fob tt is and telle me Boldtp 
This huaue ttoth Sp ful feurdelp - 

And at the chambre doze while that Ge ſtode 
Hecrped and knocked as he Were Wood 
What Gold what do pe mafter Nicholay 
How map pe ſtepen al the long day 
But alle for naught Ge Gerd nat a Wogde 
An hool ful Col Ge fond Spon a Bord 
Chere ag. the cat Was Wont ty for tocrepe 
And at the Gole Ge Loked tn ful: depe 
Tre at the laſt be Gadde of Him a ſight 
Chis npcholas fat gaping eniz Sp righe 
As fe Gadde hphed on the ne mone 
Adoun Ge goth and tolde his maftez fone 
Jn what aray tie falbe this tle man 
Chis carpenter to Kliffe him began 
Gnd fapd help bo feint frideſ poe 
A man Wwote kytel What him (Gat betyde 
Chis may ts fallen With fis aftronomp 
Gn ſom woodneſſe oz tn fom atonye 
J thought ap wele how it ſhokde Ge 
Men ſholde nat kna of foddes pzpupte 
p Bleffed Be alibep a Celvde man} 
Chat nauthe Gut onlp Gis beleue cay 
So ferd another clerke With aftronomp 
He walked in the feldes foz toprpe 
Wpor the fterzes what ther (Hovde befalle 
Cplhe Was in amarlepit p fatie 
He ſaw nat, But pet by feint Thomas 
Me rewith fore of fend Michokas 

G titi 
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He ſhalbe rated of fis ſtudiyng 
Gf that J map Bp ieſu Geupy king 
Gete me a ftaf that § map Snderfpoze 
While that tou Kobyn heuyſt of the doze 
He (Halle onte of Gis ſtudiyng as J geffe 
And to the chambre doze Ge Gan him dveffe 
Hishnaue was a ftrong chore for the nones 
And Bp the Gafpe Ge Gaf it Spat onps 
(in to the ffoze the doze fel anone 
G bis nycholas fat ap as ſtylle as (tone 
And euir gaped Dp Ward in the epre 
This carpentere Wende that He Were in difpepre 
nd Gent Gim Bp che ſhulders myghtyly 
And fioke him harde andcrped ſpetouſty 
what nycholay What how foke a doun 
Zvake and thinke oncriftes paſſioun 
Gcroucie the frocfups and fro Withers 
Therwitb the nyghtſpel fapde fe anone rightes 
Dn foure haluys on the houſe aBoute 
And on the threſſholde of the doze withoute 
Hefucrift and feint benedight 
Beyſſe this houſe from enerp Wicked witiht 
For nytthtes Serrp the Wight patez noftez 
where oneft thou fepnt petprs fuftre 
And at the Ca ft thts Gende nycholas 
Can for to fith fore and fapode atlas 
Shab alle this woꝛlde Be loſte eft fones now 
Chis carpentez aunſwerd What fapeft thou 
what thinke on fod as We do men that ſwynke 
This nycolas aunfiberd fette me depnhe 
And after wil h ſpeke to the ty prpnete 
Df certapy thinges hat touchen me and the 
(Wil it telle none otfe2 mancertayn 
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This carpentere goth doun andcometh atteyn 
And brouttht of mytthty ale a Carte quarte 
nd Wien eche of then hadde dronke Gis part 
Chis nycholas Gis doze fafte ſhette : 
Gnd doun the carpente2 Be Fim Ge fee 
He fapd John mpy Gooft leef and dere 
Chou (Gate Spon thy trouthe ſwere me Gere 
That to no wight thou (Halt this counſel rep 
Foꝛ it is criſtes counfept that h fep 
And if hou telle it man thou aꝛt foꝛloꝛee 
ffoz this bentteaunce thou ſhalt haue therfore 
Chat if thou wrey it man thou (Galt Be wode 
Nay crift forBede it for his Herap blode 
Quod tho this felp man J ary no blabbe 
Me though | fap Gam natleef to gabbe 
Sap What hou Witt Iſhab it nente telle 
Cochiloe ne Wtf Ge him that Garowed helle 
Sow gohn quod npcholas J Wil nat Cpe 
hhaue founde ttin myn aftrofogpe 
As § haue Coked in the mone bright 
Chat now a mondap nevta quartpz nyttht 
Shalle fal a rayn and Ghat fo wilde and wode 
Chat Half fotrete has neuiz noes flode 
Chis worlde fe fapoe ty leſſe than an houre 
Shal alle Be dreynt fofpdousis the ſhoure 
Thus (Gal mankpuddrenche andkeſe thetz (pf 
THis carpentere aun ſwerdallas mp wyf 
And fiat (Ge drenche allas mp aliſoun 
Foꝛ ſoꝛow of this he felle almooſt a doun 
Gud ſayd is ther noremedpinthiscaas 
why pes for god quod hend Nycholas habe: 
Gf thou Wilt Worhe afterfoze and rede 
Thou mapft nat woꝛke afte, thyn owy hede 
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ffoz thus ſayeth Sala mon that was ful tre Wwe 
Wozhe alle Bp coun fepland thou ſhalt nat rewe 
Andif Gou Worke wylt bp gode coun ſeyl 
Jj Dndertahe Withouten ma ft 02 faple 
pet (Gal haue Gez and the and me 
Haſt thou nat Gerd fou faned as Noe 
Wan that oure lord Gadde Warned him Biforn 
Chat al the Worlde With Water ſholde Be Lorn 
pes quod this carpentere ful pore ago 
Chou haſt nat Gerd quod nycholas alfo 
Cie foro of noe Wits his felawſhip 
Oꝛ that he myght Het His wif to ſhip 
Him Gadde bekeuer J daz Wele Hnrodertahe 
Ht that tpme than afte bis Wedvders Blake 
Chat (he hadhadde a ſhip her felue afone 
Gund therfore woteſt thou What ts beſt todone 
This aftett Galt and of an Gaftp hing 
Men map nat preche ne make tariyng 
Hnon fo fet Bs faft into this Inne 
A hnedding trougt oz etlesa kpmefpn 
ffoz eche of bs But Coke that they Be Carge 
(In whiche he map ſwymmen asin a Bartte 
And haue therin Sptaite fuffifaunt 
But for one dap fp on the remanaunt 
The Water fiat a flake and glo awey 
Aboute prpme Spon the next dap 
But Robpy map nat wyt on this thy hnaue 
Ne che tip mapoen gpéle J may nat faue 
Afke nat Wop foz though thou afke me 
pl nat telle goddes prpuete 
(Jt ſuffiſeth the Butif thy pt Be madde 
To haue as grete a Grace as Noe hadde 

Thy wif (Bal G Weve ſaue oute of doute 
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Go now thy wep and ſpede the Gere aboute 
But whan thou haſt for the and heꝛ and me 
p ggoten Ds thies hnedding tubbes thre 
Chan (Galt thou Gong them tn the roof ful hye 
Chat noman of oure purueaunce eſpye 
And whay chou thus haſt done as haue ſeyd 
And haſt oure Sptapl fapre ty them p leyd 
And ebe an ave to ſmyte the corde a two 
whan that the Water cometh hat we map Ho 
And Breke an Gole an Figs Spon the table 
Gn to the gardepn Ward ouer the ſtable 
Chat Wwe map frelp paffe forth oure Wap 
Whan chat the grete ſhoure ts paſſed albep 
Than Gal we ſwymme as merelp J Sndertake 
Hs dotG the White doke aftez the ovahe 
Than Wol Iclepe how aliſon fol Johh 
Be mery for the flode wilpaffeanone 3 
And thou Wilt fey hayle mayſter Nicholay 
Gode mozol (I fe the Welefozitisdap — 
And than (ial we Be Cordes alle ourelpue 
Df alle the Worlde as noe and his wif 
But of o thing J warne the fulle right 
Be wele aupfed on that ithe nyttht 
tian we Be entredinto the ſhippe Bord 
Chat one of Bs ne fpehe nat a Woꝛd 
Me clepe ne crp But Be ty Gis praper 
Foꝛ it is goddes own Geft dere 
Thy wif and thou muſt Gang fer a twynne 
Foꝛ that Bet Wit pou twey ſhal Be no ſynne 
MNo moze ty lokyng than there (Gal in dede 
This ozdenaunce is fapde go god the (pede 
Comozow at nyght when fokke Ge atte a ſlepe 
Into oure hnedding tubbes wyl Wecrepe 
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And fittpy there abyding goddes (race 
Go nod tip wep Ihaue nofentez fpace 
To mahe of this nolenttez fermonpng 
Meny fap thus fend the Wife and fap no thing 
Chou art fo Wife tt nedith the nat to tecfe 
God faue ouz pf and that the beſeche 
This ſely carpentere goth forth bis wep 
Ful ofte be fapdatlas and wela wey 
But to Gis wif Ge tovoe fis prpupte 
And fGe bas Ware and knewe it Get than Ge 
what alte this queynt caft as for to fep 
But natheleſſe ſhe ferd as fhe wolde dep 
And ſayd atlas to forth thp wep anone 
Help Gs to ſcape oꝛ We Be Dede echoon 
(Jam tip true verry Wedded Wif 
Go dere fpoufe andhelpe to fare oure lyf 
Wo whiche a gret thing is affectionn 
Mey map Ope aldap of pmaginacioun 
Dodepe map tmpreffioun be take 
THis fetp carpentere begyynneth quake 
Him thinketh Serptp that he map fe 
Nopes flode come walowing as the fee 
To drenchey afifoun his hony dere 
He wepith waleth and maketh forp chere 
He (ped with map a ſoꝛy ſwough 
He gots and getteth him a hnedding trough 
And aftez thata tub and a kemefpn 
And pryuely fe ſen t them tofis snne 
And hange ther in the zofe in prpuete 
His olbn fond fe made Cedders thre 
Tockymbyn Bp the renges and the ftalkes 
(Gn to the tubbes Ganging in the balkes 
And then vitayleth both trough and tubbe 
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with Brede and cheſe and gode ate in a Juß 
Zuffiſyng right ynow as foz one dap 
But 02 he hadde made alle that arape 
He fentGishnaue andeke Gis wenche alſo 
VPpoy Gis erond tolondon foz to go 
And on the mondap Whan it drew to nyght 
He ſhytte Gis doze withoute candel light 
And dreſſed al thing as it ſholde be 
And ſhortly Sp theyclombyn alle thre 
They ſytten (tpl wele a furlong wep 
Now pater nojtes clum fapd Micholaye 
And ckum fapde Folin and clus fapdatpfon 
This carpentre fapd his deuoctoun 
Gnd ftplie Ge ſittyth and byddith His prayer 
Albapting on the rayn tf Ge tt Gere 
The dede ffeepe for erp beſyneſſe 
Fpl on this Cazpentez right as geſſe 
Aboute curfue tpme oz lytel moze 
ffoz trauapl of his gooft Ge groneth foze 
And eft he rowtyth foz his hede mys lap 
Doun of the keddeꝛ ftatheth nychoray 
And Aliſoun ful ſoft doun ſhe ſpedde 
withoute wordes mo thep go to the bedde 
There as the carpentez Was ont to Cpe 
Chere Was the reuel and the melodye 
Gnd thus lieth atifon and Nicholas 
Gn Befpneffe of myrth and in ſolas 
Cpe that the Belle of laudes tan to ryntz 
And freves tn the chauncel gan to ſyng 
Chis pariſſhe clerke this amerous a6 folon 
Chat is for Cone alivep fo wo Beton 
Vpon the mondap Was at Dfenep 
With compa np Him to diſporte and plep 
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And afhked Spon acaas a clopfterez 
Fulprpuelp aftez Johan the Carpentere 
And fe ore him a parte oute of thechirche 
Andfapde not 9 ſaw im nat wyrche 
Sithen faturdap h trol that he Ge ent 
For tymber there ouz abBot Gath him ſent 
ffoꝛ Ge is Wont foz tymber foz totfo 
Gnd duelle at the grauntte a dap 02 two 
D2 elles he is at his houſe certepn 
Where that te Se Gcan nat fothtp ſayn 
This aBfofon fuliolp was andtigit 
And thought now is tpme to bake af nyght 
ffoz ſykerly 3 falb him nat (tering 
Aboute Fis doze fithen dap fan to fpring 
So moot | tirpue J (halle o2 coches crowe 
Pryuely knochken at Gis wyndow . 
C Gat ſtont fu fol Spon fis Boures Wal 
0 Afifoun no Wil I tellen alle 
opp Coue Longing foz pet h (Gal nat mys 
Ghat at the teeft wey J (Falher kyſſe & 
Som manezcomfozte (Hat i haue parfap 
My mouthe Hath teched alle thelong dap 
Chat to a ſigne of hpffing at the teeft 
At nyght eke me mette J Was ata feeft. 
Therfore J Wpl do flepe ay oure or twey 
And alle the npatit than Wil |i walke andplep 
whan that the firft cocke Gath crowe ano. 
Vp riſeth thts tofp Couez AGfofon 
Andhim arrapeth gap at popnt deup fe 
But firft be che with grapn andlycoryce 
To finelLen ſwete o2 fe Gadde hempt Gis Gere 
Vndre fis tong a true loue Ge Bere 
froz therBp Went Ge tofaue Be gracious 

mies — 

ere 
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He rometh to the Catpentersfoufe 
And (tpl Ge ftont vndre the (ot wyndow 
Vnto his breft it raught it as foo 
And foft fe cowheth with a fempfoun 
What do pe fonpcomBe ſwete afpfoun 
My fapre Bprde mp fuete fpranome 
Awaketh lemman mpy ano fpeke tome 
Fullpter thinkepeSponmp wo 
That for pouz Coue jf Wwete there ſ go 
No Wondre is though J {Welt ano ſwete 
GJ mozne as doth alambe after the tete 
Gps Cemman § Gane fuche Cone Conting 
Chat Cphe a turtpl truets mp moznpng 
GJ map nat ete nomoze than a mayde 
Go fro the wyndow tache fool ftie fapde 
Gs Gelpe me tod tt wol nat Be comBame 
hloue a notte and elles J Were to Blame 
wele Bet than the Bp heſu aBfofone 
Go forth tip Wep oz 9 Wil throwe a ftone 
And let me (Cepe a twenty deupl way 
Hlas quodaGBfolon and wele awexx 
That true Coue as eniz fo euyl beſet 
Than hp ffe me ſithen it map Be no Bet 
Foꝛ ieſus loue and foz the Coue of me —3 
wykt thou than go thy wey therwith quod (Fe 
pe certis lemman quod this abſolon 
Chay mahe the redy quod fie Geome anone 
And Hnto Micholas fhe fapde ſtylle 
Now peafe and thon ſhalt lautth thy fylle 
This abſolon doun fet him on his bnees 
And ſayde Jam a ford at alle degtrees 
Foꝛ after this hope theꝛ cometh moze 
Lemman thy race and ſwete byrd thyn ore 



The Pyllers Tale 

The wyndowes fie Snooth and that in haſt 
Haue do quod ſhe com and ſpede the faſt 
Left hat oure nyttbboures the aſpye 
This ab folon tan wype his mouth fulle orp 
Werke tas the nyght as pyche 02 cool 
And at the wpndolb fhe put oute her hole 
And ab ſolon ne felt ne Bet ne Wers 
But with his mouth te pit fez ere 
Ffnkle ſauerly oz fie were Ware of this 
H Bah Ge ftert and thought tt basa mps 
ffor wele wiſt fe a oman hadde no Berd 
He fee a thing aile rough andlonghered 
Hnd fapo fp attas what haue do 
Tehe quod ſhe and Lapped the wyndow to 
Gnd aB folon goth fozth a fozp paas 
Gerd a Berd ſayde fend Nicholas 
Bp goddes cozpus thts goth fapreand Wwele 
Chis felp abſolon herd euerp dele 
And on hts lippe he gan fozangreBpte — 
And to him jetue he ſayde h (Gal the quyte 
who rubbyth nol Who frotpth nol Gis lippes 
With ouft wich cloth With fond With chippes 
But ab (clon that ſayeth ful ofte allas 
My ſoule Betake § fapde he to fathanas 
But me Ceupz and alce this toun quod Ge 
Dn this defppte a Wroken foz to Be 
Hlas quod Ge allas that J ne hadde blent 
His Gotecoue Was covde and alle queynt 
Foꝛ fro that tpme that Ge hadde bpft fez ars 
Df paramours fet fe nat acarfe 
Foꝛ fe thas heled of fis maladpe 
Gnd oft paramouzs than he diffpe 
Gnd wept as dotG a childe that is Bete 
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A foft paas Ge Went him ouer the ftrete 
Vnto a ſmyth ten called dane gerueys 
Chat in his foꝛge ſmyteth prob harneys 
He ſharpith the (have and the cultre Befitp 
Chis abſolon khnocketh alte eafetp 
And ſayd Hnto gernaps and that anon 
what who are thou, i¢ am J abfofon 
what aBfolon What criftes ſwete tre 
why tpfe pe fo rate . ep Benedicite | 
What apleth pou fom Gap gyrle God tt Woot 
Hath brougtht pou thus bpon the Serptote 
Bp fepne Note pe Wote what J mene 
This abſolon rought nata Bene 
Df alle thts prep apen no woꝛdhe paf 
He Gadde Werle moze thought on hts diſtaf 
Chay geruays knewe and ſeyd frend fo dere 
Chat Hote cultre in the cipmnep Gere 
As lene tt me J Gave ther bith to done 
J Wot Cringe t¢ the ageyn fulte fone 
Geruapsaunfberdcertps Were tt golde 
D2 ina poke nobles alle vntolde 
Chou ſholdeſt it Hane as G am true ſmyth 
Ey criftes fote what Wof pe do ther with 
Therfore quod Abſolon Ge as be map 

_ J (halle tt tette the to moꝛow 02 dap 
And caught che cuvere by che colde ſtele 
Fulle ſofte oute of the dore he gan ſtele 
And Wente bvnto tie carpenters walle 
He coughed firſt and knocketh therwith alle 
Vpon the wyndow ritht as fe dyd ere 
Chis alyſoun aunſwerd Who is there 
Chat knochitl ſo warzaunt it a theef 
why nap quod he god wote mp ſwete leef 
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Jam ab ſolon thy on derling 
Of golde quod he Ihave the brouttht a ryntt 

Cp modez yaue it me ſo god me ſaue 
suite fpne it is and therto We le p Grane 

This wplG gyue te if thou me kyſſe 

This Michofas Was rpfen for to ppſſe 

And thought he wolde amende atte the iape 
He ſholde kꝛyſſe Gis ere oz that he ſcape 
And Sp the wyndow dyd Ge haſtely 

And oute his ers Ge putyth prypuelx 
Oue the buttocke of the ſſanke bone 
And cherwith fpabe this cterke abſolon 
Spche ſwete byrde J not Where thou art 
This Nicholas anone fet fle a fart. 
Zis (rete as it hadde Been a thondre dynt 

That with the ftroke he was almooſt p blynt 
And Ge Was redy With his tron hote 

And nycholas amyd the erste ſmote 

Df oth the fepnneanGande brede aboute 
The hote cultre brende ſohis toute 
And for the ſmert Ge Wend for to dye 
Zs be were wode foz ho fe gan tocrpe 
Help water Water Help for goddes feré 
This carpentere oute of fis ftomBre ftere 
nd Gerd one crp Watez as he Were wode 
And tGorwrtit alas now cometh the flode 
He fet Gin Sp withoute Wozdesmo 
And With Gis ave Fe (mote the corde a tivo 
Bnd doun goth alle fe fonde nepthe2 to ſelle 
Ne Brede ne ate tylhe cam to the felle 
Y pon the floze and there af houn Ge Lay 

Mp fterebezalpfonandnpolare 
Andcrped cute Garo in the ſtrete 
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The nyghboures both (male and grete 
(in ronnyn for to talbrpn on this man 
Chat pet af Woon tap Both pate and wan 

Fcoꝛ Wied the falle broſt be Bath bis arme 
Dut ſtond he muft Intohisowenfarme — 
ffoz whan be fpake Ge as anone Bo2n doun 
Wit Gende nycholas and alifoun 
They tofde euery man that Ge Was Wode 
So he has attaſt of noes flood | 
Through fantafpe and of fis Sanpte 
He Gadde Bought him knedding tubBes thre 
And hadde chen hanged tn the roof aBoue 
And that he praped them foz goddes Coue 
To fitten ty the roof parcompanp 
Che forke gan Caugtien at his fantefp 
(In to tiie roof thep kpkpn and thep gape 
And turned alle his harm toa tape 
Foꝛ Whatſo euir thiscarpentez aunfWerd 
It as foꝛ naught noman Gis reſon herd 
With othes grete Ge as ſwoꝛe a doun 
That he was holde Wode in alle the toun 
ffoz enerp clerhe right anon Gelde With other 
They fapod the man as Wode mp leef Brothez 
Andeuerp Wight tan laugh athis (trp 
Thus ſwyued has the carpenters Wi 
Foꝛ atte fis hepyng and alle fis tefoufp 
And ab foton hath ayſſed bez neyther epe 
And nycholas is fcalded in the toute 
Chis tale isdone and fod faue alle the ronte 

Here endith the Myllers Tate ? 
And here begynneth the reves profottue 

in 
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w Wan follꝛe hadde lautthen at this nyce caas 
Df abſolon and of fende nycholas 

Dyuerſe folke diuerſely thy fapden 
Hut foꝛ the moze part thep lough and pleyden 
Me at this tale J falve noman himgreue 
But if it were onlp Df walode the Rene 
Bicauſe Ge was of carpenters craft 
Z Cpeel Gre ter is in his ert there Cafe 
He Kan to grutche and blame t¢ a lyte 
Sp thee quod fe ful wele J coude the quyte 
Wits bleryng of a pronde myllers epe 
Of Chat me Cpft to fpeke of rebaudrye 
But J amy ofde melyſt nat plep for atte 
Gras tyme isdone mp fodre ts nob foꝛate 
Chis Whtte top Writeth mp ofde peres 
Myy Gere alfo moulpd ts as my here is 
But pet fi fare as doth an openers 
Foꝛ that the frute is enez lengre the wers 
Spt it Be rotpn in mulloke o2 ty ſtre 
We ofde men h drede fo faren Whe 
Tpet Wwe Be rotpy can We nat be rppe 
Wwe fopen al wey While the worlde Wil pppe 
Foꝛ in oure Wille ther (tehitheniz anapfe 
To Gaue an fore Fede and a rene tayle 
As hath a leeke for thoutG oure myttht Be fone 
Mure Wildefireth folp entz in one 
for whan We map do naught than Wille We fpehen 
petin oure aſſhen ofde fpre is rekpn 3 
Toure gledes Gane We whiche § ſhalle deuyſe 
Auauntpng Cipng andre and couetyſe a 
Theſe foure fparkles lonttith vnto efde 
Mure oldelymes may We nat Ge weldoe 
But wil ne ſhal nat fayle Gatisfoth: o (> 57 

Feb 
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And pet ſIhaue alwey a coltes tothe 
As many a pereastt was paſſed heune 
Sithey that mp tappe of pf begtan to renne 
Foꝛr fpkerlp whay WasBozpanone = 
Deth ore the tappe of pf and fete it fone 
Andeutz fithen GatG fo the tappe ronne 
Cplthatalmooftalemptpistietonne 
Che (treme of fpf nov droppeth on the chymbe 
Che ſely tunge map Wee rynge andchymbe 
Df worechione ffe that paftis ful poze 
With ofde folke faue dotage there ts no moze 
Vijay that oure Gooft Gadoe Gerd this fermonprtf 
He Gan to fpeken as Cordlp asa king 
And fapd What amounteth al this wytte 
what (ial We fpeke atdap of holy Writte 
Che deupl made a Reve foz to preche 
D2 of a foutre a ſhipman o2 a leche 
Dap forth tip taie and tarp nat the tpme 
Lo depforzdanditistalf Wep to prpme 
Lo grene wiche that manp a ſhrewe isin 
It Were alle tyme thp tate foz to begynne 
Nob fires quod this D{ Watde the Reue 
Gprap pou atte Gat pepounatgrene 3 
Though that J aunf were and fome dele fette Gis Gow 
Foꝛ lefulle is With force of ſhow 
Chis dronken Mppteer Gath tolde Ssfere 
Hold that begyled was a carpentere 
Parauenture in fco2n for that J am one 
And By pour leue J (Halle him quyte auone 
Kitzht in his costes termps wpe fpeke 
(J prap to God fis necke map to Breke 
Heican Wete tn mpn epe fea ftathe _ 
But in his odbpepefecannatfeaBbathe 

i in 
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ere endith the Renes prolottue 
Andere Setpnneth his Cate 
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a Tromppnton nat fer from cambritte 
Chere goth a Broke and ouir that a bryge 

Vpon the whiche Broke ther ftonte a mp lle 
And this ts berry ſoth that J pou telle 
& myller has there dueling manp a dap 
as anp pecohe fe Was proude and fap 
Pppe Ge conde and fyſſhe and nettps Bete 
nod turne cuppes and Wele wraſtyl and ſhete 
And by Gis Belt Ge Bare afont pauad 
And of a f werd fulle trenchant Was the blade 
Aioly popper Hare Ge ty His pouche 
There was no man for perplle durft him touche oY 
A ſheffeld thwetyl Barede in Gis hoſe 
Rounde was Gis face and camofed was Gis nofe 
Helo pylled as an ape Was his ſculle 



He was a market bettre at the fuble 
Ther durſt no wight hand vpoy him ledtte 
That he ne ſwore anone he ſholde abedge 
A thetf Ge Was for ſothe of cor and mele 
And that a ſtigh and vſaunt foz to ſtele 
His name Was p Hote deynus Symkyn 
A wif Ge Gadde p come of noble kynne 
The parfon of the Coun fez fadre Was — 
With her Ge paf many a panne of Braffe 
ffoz that Spmbpn ſhulde in Fie lode alye 
Sie Was p foftred in a nonrpe | 
for Spmbpn wolde no wyf a9 Ge fapd 
But if ſhe Were wele p noryſſhed and a mayde 
Co faue Giseftateofpemantpe - | 
And fie as proude and pert asa ppe 
A furle fapre fitit has Spon them tivo 
An holyday Bifore Fez wolde he go 
With his tepet ybounde aboute bis hede 
And ſhe cam after in a gytte of rede 
And Spmkypn Gadde Gofen of the fame 
Thez durft no Wight clepe bez but dame 
was none ſo hardy that Went Bp the wep 
That With bez ourft ones rage o2 plep 
But if Ge wolde Be flapn of Spmbhyn 
With pauade oz With knyf oz bodekyn 
Foꝛ Getous folke Been parfouseuirino, 
Algates thep Wofde thep2 Wpries thenden fo — 
Andehe alfo foz ſhe as fomdele ſmotyrkiche 
Sie Was as ditne as watezinadidje 
And ful of focouz and of Bifmare 
Hez thought a ladp ſholde fez fpare 
what for fez kynred and her noztplrpe 
That ſhe hadde lerꝛned injthe nonrye iin 
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A doutiites Gadde they bit wix ther tbo 
Df twenty yere withoute any mo 
ZSauyng a chtlde that was of Half pere age 
Gn cradplit Cap and asa propp2 pate 
This Wenche thiche and wele y growe has 
With camops nofe andepen grey as glas 
Buttokes brode and breſtes rounde and Gpe 
But right fapre Was hez Gere J Wil nat lpe 
The parfon of the touy for fhe was faire 
Gn purpos Was to make fer bis beyre 
Bothe of Gis cate’ and of fis meſſuage 
And ftraunte Ge made tt of hez mariage 
His purpos Was for to beſtowe heꝛ hye 
Vnto fom Worthp blode of auncetrp 
Foꝛ holy chirche godes muft Be fpended 
Dn fotp chirche blode that is defcended 
Cher fore Ge wolde Fis Golp blode fonoure 
Though that Ge Golp chirche ſhulde deuoure 
Grete fokpny Gath this myller oute of doute 
With whete and matt of alle the Cond aboute 
And namely ther asa Grete collette 
Mey clepith tt the folez Halle in Cambrige 
Chere Was theire whete @ eke theive male p ground 
Gnd on a dap it Gappedin a ftounde 
eek tap the manciple on a maladye 
Men wende Wifelp Hat he ſhulde ope 
Fro Whom this mpliez (tale Bothe mele and cozn 
An Gundred tyme moze than he dyd Bifozn — 
Foꝛ there Bifoze Ge ſtale But curteſty 
But no fe has a thief outrageouſty 
For Whiche the wardeyn chidde and made fare 
But therof fet the myller nat a tare 
He craked Boft and (wore it Was nat fo 

; \ 
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Chan were there pont fcoterstto 
That duelden in this halle of whiche ſ fep 
Ceftpf thep Were and luſty foz to pep — 
And ontp for theire myrth and reualrye 
Vpon the Warden Gefitp they erx 
To peue them leue But a lytel ſtounde 
C0 to to the mylle and fe theire cozne p Frounde 
And hardely thep ourft lep theire necke 
The mpllez (olde nat ſtele Galf a pecke 
Df corn Bp ſleyght ne By force them rene 
And at the laſt the wardpy pane them leue 
Folin hyght that one and aleyn hight that other 
Df atoun Where thep Born that hight ſtrodre 
ffe2 ty the north Ican nat celle Where 
Chis aleyn mahkitG redp alle Gis Gere 
Hund on an Gozfe the ſaches Ge caft anone 
frozt6 got alepn the clerke and eke John 
With gode ſwerde and bocker Bp Gis (poe 
Goin knee the wey him neditt no gyde 
Gnd at the mylle the ſaches adoun fe leyeth 
Aleyn fpahe firft abGaple ſymond in feyth 
How farps thy fapre doughtez and chp. wyf 
Hlepy welcom quod Spmkpn by mp pf 
And John alſo hou nol What do pe Gere 
Dpinond quod hohn nede hath no pere ; 
Huy muft nedes ferue Gin felue that Gath no ſwayn 
Oꝛelles fe is a fole asclezhes fern 
Oure manciple §Gope be Wille Ke dede 
So Worhkit ap there wangys in his Fede 
And therfore Jam come and this aleyn 
To grynde ouze corn and carp it home atteyn 
Jpray pou ſpede Ss hens ty that pe map 
It (Gatbe do quod Symkyn Bp mp far 



The Renes. Tale 

what Wil pe do whiles it is tn honde 
By ttod right Bp the Goppez Witte h ſtonde 
Quod Goin and fe hou the cozn goth in 
pet falb § neutz Bp mp fadez py 
How the Goppez Wagars toano fro 

" Alepn aunſwerd hohn Wile thou fo 
Than Wil 9 Be byneth Bp mp crouy 
Arid fe hou the mete fallith douy 
Gn to the troutth ſhalbe mp difpoz te 
Foꝛ Jolin in feyth J map Be of pouz forte 
Jamas euyt a mpllezasbeenpe 
This myller ſmyledof theiz nycyte 
And thought ale this is done But for a wyle 
They wene that noman may them begyle 
Buc Bp mp thrift pet (Habre i Blere their eye 
Foꝛ alle thetz fright and thrive philoſophy 
The moze quepntcrakes that thep make 

— The more (Halve J ftcle Whan G take 
Gn ftede of floure pet Wit 3 gpue them Bren 
Che greteſt clerhes Be nat thr Wifeft men 
As whilom to the Wolf thus fpake the mare 
Of alle theire art necount J nata tare 
Dute of the doze Ge tots futle prpuclp 
whan that Ge ſawehis tpme fofttp 
He lukith Sp and doun tpl Ge hath founde 
The fe clerhes Gorfe Where Ge ſtode y Bounde 
Behinde the mpple vndre alee f fetle 
And to the horſe he goth faire and Wel 
He ſtripith of the brydel right anone 
And whan the horſe Was loos he fan to fone 
Toward the fenne Where Wilde marys rentie 
Forth With wehy throngs thiche and thynne 
This myller goth ayen no Woade Ge ſayde 
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But doth his note and with theckerkes plaped 
Tye that tbeire coz was faire and wele grounde 
Hub whan the mele ts facked and y bounde 
This hohn goth forth and fynt his hoꝛſe a wep 
And Han tocrpe Garo and wele albep 
Mure Gozfe is looſt aleyn by coches Bones 
Step on thp feet come of man alle at ones 
Hllas oure wardeyn Hath his palfrep Cozne 
Tis aleyn al forttat Both mele and coꝛn 
alte was oute of mpnde his huſbondrye 
What whiche wey is he gone fe Fan crpe 
The wif come rennyng in warde at a renne 
She fapd allas pour Gorfe toch to fenne 
With Wildemarpsasfaltashemapto == _ 
Vnthanke come on Fis honde that Bonde him fo 
And fe that better ſtolde Gane knptte the reyne 
Alias quod Fofn atlas foz criftes peyne 
Lep doun thy ſwerde andj Wille myn alſo 
Gam fulle fibpfte god wote as is a roo 
Bp coches foute fe (Gal nat afcape $s Bathe 
why ne hadde thon put the caple ty thelath © 
(fe hayle Be fod aleyn thou arta fonne 
Theſe felp ckerbes haue wele faft p ronne 
Toward the fenne both alepn and che Gon 
And Whan the Myllez fab they Were agoon 
He Falf a Buffet of theire floure Gath take 
And badde fis Wif to knedde it ty a cake 
He fapde § trowe the clernes Were a ferde 
pet can a mpllez mahe a clerkes Berd 
Foꝛ afte thetz art pet Cet them to thire Wep 
Lo where thep Hoon fo bette the children plep 
They tette him naught fo lightly Bp mp croun 
Theſe fetp cLezhkes rennyn Sp and doun 
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With hepe hepe ſtond ftonde Joffa toffa Ware derere 
Go Wop(tplee thou there and h fialle hepe him Gere 
Hut ſhortky tpl it was beryly npyie 
They coude nat though thep dpd alle theire myght 
Thepz cappl cache thep ran al wey fo faft 
Tpl ina diche hep caught him at the laſt 
Werp and Wweet as beſt isin the rayn 
Comyth Solin he ckerke and With him aleyn 
Allas quod hohn the dap that Iwas Bown 
Mow are we drpuen tpl hethyn and tpl {cor 
Mure corn is (tole men Wille Ss foules calle 
Both the wardepn and ouz felowes alle 
And namely the Myller Wel awey 
Thus pleyneth hohn astie tots Bp the Wap 
Toward the mylle and bayerd in his honde 
The mpllez ſyttyng Bp che fpre he fonde 
For it bas nyght and ferther myght thep nautie 
But for the Coue of god they him beſought 
Of herborough andof eafe as for thetre penp 
The mpllez fapde apen if ther Be anp 
Suche as it ts pet ſhalle pe Gaue poure part 
Myn houſe is ftretpe But pe Gane lernyd art 
pecan bp arfumentes maken a place 
A mple Brode of twenty foot of fpace 
Let fe now tf this place Wol fuffife 
D2 make it romeꝛ Wich ſpeche as is poure tpfe 
No fpmond fapd this hohn Bp ſeint cutlerd 
yp art thou merp and thatis wele aunſwerd 
(J Gane Gerd fap men (Gal take of tio thinges 
Suche ashe fpndes oz fuche as he Szinges 
But fpecialepG prap the Gooft fodere 
Gette Ss fom mete anddrinke and make Bs chere 
Gnd We Wolpap trulp at the fulle 
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With empty Gondes men map nat fhalbkes tulle 
Lofere mp fpluez redy foztofpende 
This Mykler to the toun Gis oougiter fende 
ffoz ale and Brede and rofted them a goos 
And Sond theire horſe he (Forde no moze gto loos 
Und ty his olby chambre be nade a bedde 
With (Keeps and With chalons faire p ſpredde 
Mat from Fis own bedde ten fote oz tivefue 
His doughter Gadde a bedde al by bez ſelue 
Kight in the fame chambre Bp ano bp 
Ge myght Be no bet and cauſe why 
Ther was no romez herborow in tie place 
They foupen and fpeken ther of folace 
And odronken eniz (trong ate at tie Cefte 
Aboute mydnyght went they torefte 
wele hath this Myller vernyſſhed his hede 
fFrulle pate he as for dronke and nat rede 
He yexith and fe ſpekith through the nofe 
As Ge Were in the quacke 02 in the pofe | 
Co Bedde Ge Hoth and With him goth His wif 
as anp Gap thas fle light and iolyf 
So Washer ioly whyſtyl wele p wette 
The cradpl at bez beddes feet has ſette 
To rocken and to peue the childe fouke 
Gund Whan that dalbkpn Was in the crobke 
Co Gedde Went the doughter right anone 
Co Gedde Went alepy and alſo hohn 
Chere nas nomore tihez nedith chen no dwale 
Chis Myller bath fo wyſely bybbedale 
Chat as an horſe he ſnorteth and flcepe 
Ne of Gis taple behinde fe tooke nokepe 
His Wif Bare him a Burdon fulle ſtrontt 
Wen myght here routyng therin a furlonts 



Pls wu fe Lang of 

j 

The Renes Tate 

Che wenche rolbted eke paz company 
Atepn the clerke that hard this melody 
He poked Jolin and fapoe flepeft thou 
Hardyſt thou eutz ſuche a fongoz now 
Lo Whiche a coplpng is at bene then alle 
A wylde fpre Spon theiz Bodies falle 
who herde entz ſuche a farly thyng 
pe they ſhalhaue the floure of ale euyl endyntz 
This long nyght ther tyd me no reſt 
Kut pet no force alle ſhalbe for the beſt 
ffoz Yon ſayde aleyn fo mot hſ thrpue 
If that |) map pon wynche wyl J fwpue 
Dom eafement hath Calbe ſhapen Ss 
ftoz hohn theris a Catbe that ſeyeth thus 
Chat tf a man ty one thing Ge aggreued 
Chat in a nothe Ge (Gatbe releuyd 
D ure corn is ſtole ſothly itis no nay 
And We haue hadde an euyl fpt to day 
And fithen J ſhathaue noy amendement 
Agayns mp loſſe | pile haue ea ſement 
Bp cockes ſoule it ſhal none other Be 
Chis hohn aunfWerd alepn aupfe the 
Chis mptez is a partous man Ge ſayde 
Andif that Ge oute of Gis flepe aBrapde 
He mpyGt do Hs bothe a SpLonp 
Akepy aunfwerd J count him naught a ftp 
Gnd Bp fe roofe and by the wenche fe crept 
Chis wenche Cap Sp right and faft ſtept 
Tpt Ge fo nygh was o2 (Fe mpait afpp 
Chat tt hadde Be to Late foz tocrpe 
And ſhortly for to telfe thep Were at one 
Now plep alepy for J wyl fpeke of ſohn 
This hohn kieth ſtylle a furlong wey oz tWo 
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And to him fetue he made reuthe and Wo 
Allas quod he his is Wickediape 
No map ſay hatGamButanape 
pet Gath mp felawe ſomwhat foz his harme 
He hath the Myllers doutthter ty Gis arme 
He antred Hin and Gath tis nedps ſpedde 
And Ily asa draf facke in mp Fedde 
And whan this tape is tolde a nother dap. 
GfGatGefovreadaffeacohknep 
J pe arpfe andauntre it Bp mp fayth 
Vnbhardy toSnfelp thus men ſeyth 
oa and fofttp fe Went 
Vnto the cradpl and in his arm tt hent 
And Bare it foft Suto fis beddes fete 
Sone aftpz the wif fez rontpre leet d 
And fan albake and Went fez oute to ppffe 
And cam atepnandfanGezczadelmpffe 
And groped here and there but ſhe fonde none 
Allas quod fhe J Gadde almooſt myſttone 
(§j Gadde almooft goon to the ckethes bedde 
Ey Benedicite than hadde foule ſpedde 
And forth ſhe Went tpe fhe the cradplfond 
She gropith al wey forties with fez fond 
Und fonde the Bedde and thought But gode 
Bpcaufe Hat tie cradyl Bp ttftode 
Gnd nyſt where fie thas foz it as derke 
And fapre and Wele fhe crept vnto the clerke 
And kieth ful (tplle and wold haue caught a (epe 
Within a while this Jofn Spleep 
And on this gode Wif fe leyeth on fore 
So merp a fpttene hadde ſhe poze 
He prpched Gard and foze ashe Were madde 
T fits totp lyf Gaue thies tho cerkestadde 
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T pt that the thridde coche Began to ſyng 
Aleyn wext erp iy the dawnyng 
ffoz He Gad ſwynken afte the Cong nyght 
And fapd fare tele malpn ſwete wight 
Che dap is com map nolengez byde 
pet euirmore Were ſo go o2 rpde 
Jam thpn owen clerke ſohaue (J deve 
sQow dere Lemman quod ſhe Ho fare Wege 
But o2 thou go o thing (s pe the telle 
when that thou wendeſt hombard by the mypee 
Righe at the entre of the doze behynde 
Chou fale a cake of Gatf a buſſhelle ſynde 
Chat was made of thyn olbne mele 
whiche that h holped mp (pre for to ftete 
And gode Lemman Hod the faue and kepe 
And With that worde almooft fhe tan to wepe 
Aleyn dprift and thought o2 that it daw 
g Wille gocrepe ty Kp mp fela we 
Gnd fond the cradpe with Gis hond atione 
Be od thought he able rong Gaue 4 gone 
My hede is totp of mp ſwynke to npase 
Chat mahich me that § go nat a right 
J Wote ele Bp the cradpl haue mpfttoo 
Here lieth the Mylleꝛ and his wif atfo 
And fort Fe goth a twenty deuyl way 
(jn to the Bed there the Myller ley 
He wend haue cropen in Bp Gis felaw hohn 
And by the myller in Ge crept anone 
And caught him Bp the necke and foft fpahe 
He ſayde thou Gofin thou ſwyneſhede a wake 
ffozcriftes joule and Gere a noble tame 
Foꝛ Bp that Co2d that called ts fepne Game 
Gs h Gane tbries in this ſhorte np ait 



The Reues Tale 

Swynued tie myllers doughteꝛ Bolt Sp rihht 
whikes thou haſt as a cowarde Be agaſt 
pe falſe harlot quod the mylleꝛ haſt 
A fals traytoure falsclerke quod he 
Thou ſhakt Be dede By goddes dignyte 
who durſt be fo bolde to diſperage 
My doughtes that is of ſuche lLynage 
And by the throte bolle he caught aleyn 
And he Gent him diſpitouſſy atapy 
And on che nofe Ge fmote ty wich Gis fyſt 
Doun ꝛan the Blodp ftreme Dp on fis Hreeft 

— And tn the floze With nofe and mouth to Broke 
Thep walowed as pitges doon tn the poke 
And Vp thep tone and coun agapne anone 
Cpe that the Mylleꝛ fpoznedat a fione 
And doun fe feéle Bak Ward on Gis wif 
Chat Wift no thing of this nyce ſtryf 
Foꝛ ftie was falle a (leep atptel ight 
With Hon the clerke that ached fad at nyttht 
And with the falle oute of her fecpe the brayde 
Help Golp crocs of bromehome ſhe ſayde 
Gn manustuastothefozdjcalle 
AWahe ſymond the fende is oh me fable 
My Gert is Broken Help Gam But dede 
@ Gere lieth one on mp WomBe and on mp hede 
Help Symbyn for the fats clerhes fight 
This oly ftert Bp as faſt ashe myght 
Hnd Groped Bp the Walles toand fro 
Co fynde a ftaf and fife ftert Sp alfo 
And kne we the efters Bet than dpd this hohn 
And Bp the Walle a (taf (be tohe anone 
Gnd ſawe alptel ſhymeryng of a light 
ffoz atan Gole ty (Gone the mone bright 

hi 



The Renes Cale 

And Bp that light (Ge ſa we them bothe two 
But fpherfp (te nyſt who has Who 
And as fie falb a White thint in Gez epe 
And whan foe can this White thing afppe 
Sie wenvde the ferke hadde ered a volupere 
And Witt the ftaf fhe drewe ap neve and neve 
And Gaue Gpt this alepy at the fulle 
And fmote the myller on the pylde ſcul 
And doun Ge goth andcrped fazow ſ dye 
The clerkes Bete him wele and leet Fim Cpe 
And dreffed thew and toke thetz horſe anone 
Hndehe theiz mele and on thetre Wep they gone 
And at the mplie doze pet thep toke theire cake 
D f Galf a buſſhel floure wele p Bake 
Thus is the proude mpllez tele p Bete 
And hath p Coft the ¢rpnodpney of the whete 
And paped for the foupez euerydele 
Df alepn and of Solin that Bete him wete 
His Wif is ſwyued and Gis doughter als 
Lo fuche itis a mpflez to Be fals 
And therto this prouerBe is fapde futte ſoth 
Him dare nat Wene ele that euyt dotß 
A gylour ſhalle him feCue begyled be 
And god that ſytteth high in mageſte 
Saue al this companp trete and finale 
Thus Gane h qupte the mpllez in my tale 

Here endyth the Renes tate 

And Gere begynneth the Cohes prototzue 

€ He Cooke of London White the rene fpake 
ffor iope Be thought he La ted him on the Cake 



Then Cokes Prolottue 

Aha quod Ge forcrif€es oly paffioury 
This mpflere hath a ſharp concufiony — 
Mpon fisartument of ferBegage _ 
wele foth fapde Salamon in his langagfe 
Ne bringe nat euery man ty thy houſe 
For herbouryng Bp nyght is parlous 
wele ougtht a man auyſed for to be 
whom thathe bring into his pryuytye 
J prap to god to pene me fozolb andcare 
If ent2 ſithey hight fodte of are 
Herd myllez Bet p feta Werke 
He Gadde aiape of malice in hederhe 
But toddes forbede that we ſtyntyn Gere 
And therfore if pe wouchſauf to Gere 
A tafe of me that am a poure man 
J ol pou telle as wele as J can 
H Cptel iape that felle tn oure cpte 
Dure fooft aunſwerd and ſayde J traunt tt the 
Morb tefle on Kotte ꝛ Coke that tt Be gode 
for manp a paftp Gaft thou let blode 
And many a tacke of doupz haſt thou ſolde 
That Gadde Been twyes hote and t wyes colde 
Df many a pylgrame haſt thou criſtes curſe 
for of thy perſely pet fare they the wers 
That thep haue eten With. che ſtubbed goos 
Foꝛ in tip ſhoppe is manp a flye loos 
Nowe telle on Hentpl Rotter be thy name 
But I prap the Be nat wrothe for fame 
A man map fap fulle ſothe tn fame and play 
Thou fapft foth quodRofez bp np fap 
But ſoth plep quade plep as the flempny ſayth 
And therfore harry bally Bp thy fayth 
Be thou nat wroth oꝛ we departen here 

bn 



- Che Cohes Tale 

Touts that mp tale be of an hoſtyllere 
But nenirtheleffe 9 wyl nat telle tt pee 
But 02 we departe ſ this thon ſhalt be quytte 
And ther Withalle Ge CougG and made chere 
And fepd Gis tafe as pe ſhal after Gere 

Pere endith he Cokes profoyue 
Hnd begtynneth fis Tale 

a e — . fare EN ntact 
RS as 
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a Prentyes whilom duekt in oure cpte 
Ofcraft of vytallers thas Ge 

Us Hapland Ge was as Holde fynche in the ſha we 
Broun asa erp a propre ſhort fekawe 
With Coches p hempt ful fetouſty 
Daunce fe conde wele and iolyly 
Chan he Wascleped parkyn renefonre 
He has as fulle of Cone and paramoure 
As in he hyue fulle of Gonp ſwete 



aS Ck (6 Ge 

Wele Was the wenche that With Gin mpyse flepe 
And at euery Brpdate Wofde fe ſynge and hoppe 
And loued bettyr the nethtz ende than the ſhoppe 
ffoz when ther any rydyng Was ty chepe 

| Dute of the ſhoppe thider olde Ge Cepe 
Tpl that he Gadde alle che ſight yſeyn 
And daunſed wele Ge Wolde nat come apen 
And gadred him a menpe of Fis forte 
To hoppe and ſyng and make fuchedifporte 
And there they ſet ſteuene for to mete 
To pleyen at the dyſe in ſuche a ſtrete 
Foꝛ in the toun Was there no prentpfe 
Chat faprez conde caft a pepre of dyſe 
Than azkpy conde and therto Ge was fre 
Of his difpence in place of prpuete 
That fonde fis mapftere wele in bis chaffare 
For of tpme fe fonde fis Boy ful Bare 
ffoz ſhortly a prentpce Gat ts a reueforre 
Chat hauntith pce riotte and paramoure 
His map ter Halle it in his ſſoppe abye 
Al Gaue fe no parte of the mpnitralfpe 
ffoz thift and ztotte hep Been conuertible 
Al can Ge plep on getern o2 rebpBle 
Keuel and trouthe asin a lol dettree 
They Be fulle wrothe aldap as men map fe 
This ioly prentyce ith his mapftere (tode 
Tyl Ge Was nigh onte of Gis prentp(Gode 
Al tere Ge ſnybbed othe arelp andeate 
And fumtpme fedde Wits reuel to Newgate 
But at the Laft his mayſteꝛr Gin bethought 
whay on adap Whan Ge Fis papez ſought 
Vpon a prouerBe that fapeth this fame woꝛde 
wele Betis rottpn apuk onteofforzde 

kin 
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he Cohes Tate 

Than that Ge roten alle the the remanaunt 
So farith it Bp a viottous feruaunt 
Ritts ful Caffefiarme tolethimpaffe _ 
Chan Ge (Golde alle the fernauntes ty the place 
Ther fore Gis mapfter paue Fim a qupttaunce 
And Bad him go With fozowe and myſchaunce 
And hus this tolp prentpce hadde Gis Ceue 
Moh fet him rtotte alle the nyght or leue 
And there is no thief Withouten a folbke 
That helpith Gin to waſte ard to folvke 
Of f that Ge brybe can oz Bozo map 
Anone Ge fent Gis Bedde and Gis arrape 
Vnto a compere of his olbne fozte 
That loueth Opce rpotte and diſporte 
And Gadde a pf that helde foz contenaunce 
A (Goppe and fivpued foz Ger ſuſtenauuce 

Pere endith Ge Cohes Cale | 
And begynneth the man of Calves prolotzue 

© Vre hooſt ſawe wele that Bp the bright ſonne 
The azke of his artificialle day is ronne 

The fourthe part and half an oure and moꝛe 
And thoutth Ge Were nat depeſt ſtert in lore 
He wyſt wele it as the vdtit dap 
Df aprpile that is meffantere tomap 
And ſa we wele that the ſhadowe of euery tre 
Was as in lenttith of the fame quantpte 
That Was the body erecte that caufed itt 
And therfore Bp the ſhadowe Ge toke fis Witte 
Chat phebus whiche that (Gone ſoclere and bright 
Dettrees has vB comBen on hight | 
And fox that dap as in latitude i 
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Che Man of Calves profoyue 

Gt Was ten of the Locke Ge fan conclude 
And fodentp Ge plight histoz fe aboute 
Lozdinges quod be J Warne pou alle the route 
The fourth part of this dap ts gone 
Nob foz the foue of fod and feint ſohn 
Lefe no tpmeas ferforth as pe ma 
Lozdpnifes the tyme waſtith bothe nyttht anddap 
And ſtekith fro ÿs what pryuely ſtepyng 
And what thrugh negtlettence in oure walkint 
Hs doth the ſtreme that turneth neut2 agapn 
Defcending fro themontepn into the prapn 
wele can fenequpke and manp a philofopties 
Be waylen tpme moze tian gorde ty cofre 

Foxꝛ loſſe of catel map recouered Be 
But loſſe of tyme ſhendyth Ss quod he 
ht Wit nat come ayen Wwithouten drede 
Nomoꝛe than wil malkyns madynhede 

ivfjan that ſhe hath ty fez wauntoneſſe 
Let Ls nat mollpy thus in Udelneſſe 
f  premanoflaloqnodte ſo haue pe bliſſe 

Cel Soa tale anone as fozbardis 
pe Be ſubmytted through poure freaffent 
Co ftond in this cafe tomp Sutement 
Acqupte pou nol of poure beheeſt 
Chan Gane pe do poure denoure at the Ceeft 
Hooft quod he depardieny te affent 
Co Brehe for ward it is nat myn entent 
Beheſt is dette andj olde Golde fayn 
Atve mp beheeſt J can no Bettre fapn 
Foꝛ fuche Cathe as man geuyth an otfic2 wight 
He ſhulde him ſelue Sfe te Bp rihht 
Thus Wot oure text But neuirtheleſſe certayne 
can right nol no thrifty tale fepn 

b iin 



Che Mn of Calves profvotue 

Than Chaucer thoutth he can But lewdly 
Dn metres o2 on rymyntt craftelp 
HatG fapd them ty fuche engliſſhe as Ge can 
PD f olde tpines as hnowith manp a man 
Andifhe ne Gath nat ſayde them Lene Brothez 
(Gn one Boke he hath fapde ther ty one otfez 
fiz be hath tolde of rouers Dp and doun 
Mo than SDupd made of menctoin 
(jn Gis epiſtelles that Been fulle ofde 
what ſhorde tele them ſithen thep Be tolde 
(in youthe Ge made of Ceys of alcion 
no ſith Ge hath fpoken of euerichon 
Theſe noble Wpues and thies noble Conersehe- 
who fo that wolhis large Holume feke | 
Cleppd the ſayntes lyues of cuppde 
Chere map be fe the large woundes wyde 
Df Lucreſſt and of babylone tyſby | 
The ſwerde of dpdo foz the fals Ene : 
Tle tre of phitles foz bez demopbon — 
Che playnte of dyanere and of hermeon | 
Df adrpane andeke of pftphtte 
Che Barzepn ple ftondpng tn the fee 
Che drepnt liandre foz bez erz0 
Che terps of Elepne and eke the ho 
Df Brifepde and of Lacedomea 
The cruclte of the quene medea 
G Ge lytel chiforen Hanging Bp the halſe 
Foꝛ thy Gafon that has of loue fo falſe 
Epprmyſtra penolope and alcefte 
poure wifhode comendyng with the Belt 
But certapnfp no woꝛde writh Ge 
SD f that Wichedenfample of Canace 
Chat Coued Gez olvne Brother ſynfully 



The manoflalvesprofote | 

Df whiche curfed ſtories fap fp 
Dz elles of Tprusappofonins 
sob tat the curfed king Antiochus 
Beraft his doughter of fez madynhede 
That is fofozrible a tafe foz to rede 
whan Ge fier thret Spon the paut ment 
And therfore fe fulle of aupfement€ 
Wofde neuir Write ty none of his fermons 
Df fuche Snkinde abhomynacions 
Me J Wil nat reherſe if that i map 
But of mp tale what ſhulde J doo this dap 
Ope Were fullelothe Be C(ykencd doutles 
Compfes that men clepe pperides 
OD: thamozphofeos Wote What I mene 
But neuirtheleſſe Jrech natabene == 
Thoutth Icom aftez him Wich Gaue we Hake 
J ſpeke ty profe and let Bim rpmes make — 
Hnd With that worde Fe Wits a ſobre chere, 
Bettan Gis tale as pe (Halle after Here ay 

Herve endith the may of Calves profolfe 
And here begynneth Gis tate 
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The man of Calves Tale 

0 Hate fulle harme condicton of pouert 
With thriſt colde andGungere fore confounded 

Toafhenhelpe the ſhameth ty thyn hert 
Gf thou none afke With nede art thou Wounded 
That verry nede vÿn wrappith at thy Woundes hid 
Magre thpy hede thou muſt for indigence 

Oꝛ ſtele or begtte o2 borowe thyn diſpence 
Thou blamyſt criſt and ſayeſt fulle bitterky 

He mys departeth riches temporalle 

G Ep yghboure thou witeſt ſinfully 
And ſayeſt thou haſt tolyte and he Gath alle 
Parfay fapeft hou ſomtyme fe rekyn ſhalle 
whan that his tayle (hal brenne ty the glede 
for Ge nat helpith the nedefulle in theire nede 

PHerke what is the fentence of the Wife 
Betis todpen than toGaue indigence 
T Gp feCue nyghbour Wot the defppfe 
Gf thou Be poure faze Wele thy renerence 
pet of the wiſeman take this fentence 
Chat alte the daics of poure men Been Wiche 
Be are therof o2 thou com to the prpche 

Gf thou Be poure thy Brodez hatyth the 
And alte hp frendes fle fro the alkas 
O riche marchauntes futte of Wele pe be 
O noble oprudent folke as ty thiscaas 
pour bagges Be nat fpfled Witt ambes aas 
But ith fpce ſynke that rennyth in pour chaunce 
Be criftemaffe merp map pe daunce f 

pe febpn Cond and fee for pouz bpnnpnies 
And as Wife folke pe knowe alfe the (tate 
Df reitines. pe Been faders of tpdintes 
And tales Botte of peafe andof debate 
J Were ryght now of a tate deſolate 



Tbe man of Calves Tale 

Merve that amarchaunte foucismanyp a pere 
Me taught a tale the whiche that pe ſhalke here 
& = Nfurrp Whtlom duelt acompanyp 

Df chapmen riche and therto fadde and tree 
That wyde Were ſenten theire ſpycery 
Clothes of golde and ſatyn riche of hewe 
Theire chaffare as ſo truſty and fo newe 
Chat euery wight hath deynte to chaffare 
with ther andeke to ſellen them theire ware 
Now fel it Hat the mayſters of the forte 

Haue fFapen ther to Rome for to wende 
Were it for chapmanhede o2 foz difpozte 
None other meſſage olde thep thidez fend 
But cam theive fefue to Rome tits ts the ende 
And tn fuche place as thought them auauntatte 
For theire entent thep taken theize herbyttage 

Dotozned haue thife marchauntes ty that toun 
Acertayn tpme as fyl for theive plefaunce 
But fo Gif pl that the excellent renoun 
Df tie E mperours douciter dame conſtance 
Repozted thas With eue ry circumſtaunce 
Vnto thies ſurriens marchauntes in fuche Wife 
Fro day todap asf ſhalle pou deupfe 

This has the comen Hopre of euerp man 
D ure £ mperonze of Kome tod him fe 
A doughter Gath that fith the worlde Began 
To rehen as wele fez goodneſſe as Fez Beautpe 
Was neutz fuche a nothez as was fhe 
J prap to fod in honoure fez fuftepne 
And wolde ſhe were of alle europe the quene 

Wn her ts hitth Beaute withoute prpde 
poutie withoute Href 02 fofpe 
To alle fer Werhes Pertue ishertpde 



The man of Calves Tale 

PHumBCeneffe hath feapne to Ge2 af tprannye 
She is a myrroure of alle curtefpe 
Her Gert is verry chamBre of holyneſſe 
Her hond mpnpfter of fredom for almeſſe 

And alle this voys is ſoth as god is trewe 
But nob to purpos let he turne atayy 
Thiſe marchantes haue do fraught thez ſhippes new 
And whan they haue the bliſful mady ſeyn 
Home to furry Been they went agayn 
And done thetre nedesas thep Gaue do pore 
Hndlpuen in wele Ican fap nomoze 
Now flit that thefe marchauntes ftode in Grace 

D f dim that Was the folbden of furzpe 
for han that thep cay fro anp ſtraunge place 
He Wolde him fetue of fis Benpgne curtefp 
Spake then ode chere and Befilp afppe 
T pointes of fondrp realmes for tofere 
The Won dres that thep myght fe o2 Gere 

Amonte otfez hinges fpeciatlp 
Che marchauntes Gaue tofde of dame Cuftaunce 
So ttrete nobleneſſe in crneft ferioufey 
Chat this fobdan hath caught fot rete prefaunce 
Co Gaue Sez figure in fis rememBraunce 
Chat alle his lnft and atte Gis beſy cure 
was for toloue Gez Whites that hislyf map dure 

Parauenture in Hat Carte Boke 
whiche men clepe the heuyn p writte as. 
With fterzes o2 that he Gis birth tohe 
That Ge for Cone ſhulde Bane fis dethe atlas 
Foꝛ in the fterzes cerez than is the glas 
(Is Writen tod wote Who focoude it rede 
The deth of euery man withouten drede 

Gp ſterꝛes many a puter there biforn 
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Was Write the deth of hectoꝛ and achilles 
Df pompey Gulpus oꝛ they were Born 
Che ſtryf of Thebes and of hercules 
Df Sampfon Turnusandfocrates 
be detG. But mennps wyttes be fo dulle 
That no wight cay rede it at the fulle 

This ſowday for his prpue counſeyl ſent 
And ſhortly on this matere foz to paffe 
He Gath to them declared Gis entent 
and fapd them certepy But Ge myght haue trace 
Tohaue Cuftaunce within alptet fpace 
He nas But dede and charged them on hye 
Fo ſtzape for him ſom remedy 

Dyuerſe men dyuerſe thinges ſayden 
They argumentes ca ſten Sp and doun 
Many a ſubtel reſon forth they layden 
They {pake of magyke and abuſioun 
And fprattp asin that conckufioun 
They can nat fein that none auauntatfe 
Ne Kp none other wey faue tn mariatte 

Than falbe thep there tn fuche difficultpe 
By wap of refon to fpeke atle plapn 
Bicauſe that ther was fuche opuerfite 
Bitwixt theive Both la les that they ſayn 
They trowe that nocriften prynce wolde fayne 
wedden his childe Sndze oure Calves ſwete 
That vs was taugtt Sp mahound the prophete 

And he aunſwered them rather than Ileſe 
Cuftaunce J wil be criſte ned doutles 
Jj moot Be herysh map none other cheſe 
§ prap pou Golde poure argumentes ty peafe 
SDaueth my lyf and Ge nat recheteffe 
To getyn er that Gath mp lpf in cure 



The man of Calves Tale 

ffo2 in his WooG nap nat Cong endure 
What nedith Grete Oplatactoun 

G fap Bp tretpfe and enBaffettrpe 
And Bp the popes mediacioun 
And alle the chirche and alle the cheualrye 
That in diftrnctiouy of maumentrpe 
And in encreffe of criftes lave deze 
T bey Been accorded foas pe ſhalle Gere 
Ho that the ſowden and fis Baronatfe 

And alle Fislieges ſhulde criftened be 
And Ge ſhal haue Cuftaunce in mariage 
Andcertapn olde J not What quantite 
And therto founde thep fuffictent furete 
The fame accorde Was {Worn in either ſyde 
Now faire cuftaunce almytthty god the gpde 
Now Wofde for men ene as J effe 

That (olde telle alle the purneaunce 
That the E mperonz of Gis Grete nobleneſſe 
Hath ſhapen for Gis douthteze dame cuftaunce 
Wele map men know that fo trete ordenaunce 
May noman celle tn a Cptel ckauſe 
Hs thas avaped foꝛ fo high acaufe 

Biſſhoppes Been (Gapen With Ge2 for to wende 
LordesCadies bnyghtes of drete renoun 
And otfez folke pnouté his is the ende 
Gnd notifped is oute thoutth the toun 
That enerp Witht with grete deuocioun 
Sholde prape crift that Ge this mariate 
Refcepue in fre and fpede this viage 

The dap ts com of heꝛ departpne 
fap the wofulle dap fatatle is come 
Chat there map Be no lenges tariynt⸗ 
Wut foꝛ ward thep dreffe them able and fory 



The many of Caves Tale 

Cuſtaunce that was With forow alle ontrcorp 
Ffulle pate ariſeth and dreſſith bez to wende 
froz wele ſhe Wote there is none otfez ende 

Atlas What Wonodre it is thougd (He wept 
Chat ſhat Be fent to ſtraunge nactoun 
fro frendes that Ge2 fo tenderly kept 
And to Be Bounde vndre ſubiectioun 
Df one fhe bnowith nat the condictoun 
HufGondes Been alle Kode and Gaue be pore 
That hnowe Wpuesf daz fap nomoze 

Fadre ſhe fapde hp wrechedchilde caftaunce 
Thy pont doughter foftred Sp fo ſoft 
And pe mp moore mp fouerapy ple faunce 
Duez alle thing oute take crift on Cofte 
Cuftaunce poure childe fez recomaundets of te 
Vnto pour grace for h halle to Suzrpe 
Me (Halle J nents fee pou more With epe 

Alas Snto the BarBarpke nacionn 
Gj muft anone fithen that tt is yourewille 
But criſt hat oped oure redempcio uy 
So peue me Grace his heſtys to fulfille 
§ Wreched Woman no force though 9 ſpylle 
Women are Bo2n to thraldom and penaunce 
Hnd to be Hndre mannpstouernaunce 
g trowe at troye whah turnus Brake the walke 

Df hlion noz brent as Thebes the cpte 
Me at Rome for the harme througs HanpBatte 
That Romapns Gadde benquyſſhed tpmes thre 
Nas herd ſuche tendre Weppnts for ppte 
As Was the chambre for her departpntt 
Hut forth fhe mot whether ſhe wepe o2 ſynt 
O firft moupngcruet firmaruent 

With thy dyurnalle ſwegh that crowdeſt alle 



go ~~ THe may of falves Tale 

And Gurtlifte al fro ft to occident 
That naturallp Wolde holde another Wep 
Thy croudpne fet tbe heuyn in ſuche arrax 
Ait the Ge¢pnnpng of this fiers Biage 
Chatcruel mars Gath (Capy this martage 
O infor tuuat aſcendaunt toztuous 

Of wiche the Cord is helples falle atlas 
D ute of fis angle into the thridde houſe 
O inarsooccitafer as tn this caas 
O feble mone Snfappyp Be thy paas 
Chou knettpft the there thou art nat refcepued 
There thou Were wele fro thens art thou weyuyd 

JImprudent E mpezonze of Rome alias 
Was there no philoſophre ty thp toun 
(Js no tyme Bettre than a nothez in this caas 
D f Siattes is there none efectionn 

- Namely to forke of high condictoun 
Mat whan a rote ts ofa birthe y pnowe 
Ailas We Been tole oe and elles to (Co 

To fiippe is brouttht this Wofnlfapremapde 
Solempnelp WitG euerp circumftaunce 
Now heſu cvift be With pou alte fhe fapde 
Chere is no moze But fare weke fapre cuftaunce 
Die pepnech Ger fetf tomahe dode contenaunce 
And forth Jeet Fez faple ty is mancre 
And turne apen 9 wille to mp matere 

The modez of the folbdan welle of Liceg 
Aſpyed hath Ger fonnpsplapnentent s— 
PHorwe he wolde Lete Fis ofde facrifices 
And rittht anone (Ge for Fez coun ſeyl ſent 
And thep cam to hno we what fhe mene... 
And whay aſſembled as this folke in fere 

SZbhbe ſette fez doun and ſayd as ye ſhalke here 

* 
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Lordinges quod ſhe pe bnowe wele enerichone 
How that mp ſonne is in poynte for tolete 
The holyla ves of oure akcazop 
penen Bp goddes meſſangere machomete 
But on a bowe to the grete god I hete 
The tpf (Halle rather oute of mp body ſtert 
Oꝛ machometes fa lve go oute of my hert 

what (Fuld vs tyden of this newe tate 
But thrafdoory to oure body and penaunce 
And after ward in helle to be drawe 
ftoz We rene wed mahoun oure creaunce 
But Cordes wil pe make aſſuraunce 
He (Gat fap aſſentyng tomy lore 
Gnd] (Galle make 6s fauf foz euirmoze 

Thep [Woz and affentpdeuerp man 
Tolpue With fez and dpe and Gp bez ſtonde 
Hnd eueriche ty the beſt Wife that fe can 
To ftrengité Gez ſhal Gis frendes fonde 
As ſhe that hath this emprpfe take on Gonde 
whiche pe ſhalhere as (ial deupfe | | 
And to them afte (ie fpake in this wife 

Whe (Gat firft fapne criftendome to take 
Cofde hater ne fal vs greue But a lyte 
And h (Gal fuche a feft anda revel mak 
That as] trowe | ſhat the folbdan qupte . 
foꝛr though bis wif be criſtened new? fo White 
She (Gal Gaue nede to waſſhe away the rede 
Though (Ge a fonte fulve of watz Wits fez Cede 
O ſowdannes rote of iniquite 

Virago thou famartan the feconde 
O ferpent vndre femenynyte 
ylyke vnto the ferpent depe in helle y bounde 
D feyned woman atte that map confounde 

Ci 
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Vertue aud Innocence throug tip matice 
p Bredis in the as neft of euery Spee 
O fathan enupous fithen that dap 

That Hon Were chaſed from oure heritatte 
Wefe hnoweſt thou to Women the ofde Wep 
Thou madeft eua to Bring Bs in ſeruage 
Thou Wolde fordone this criften mariate 
Thyny inftrument fo Wele awey tle While 
pakpt tion of Women Wihan thou Witt Gettple 

This folooneffe Whom h Blame and warp 
Lete prpuety hez counfepl go thetz wey 
What ſhulde GF Cente in this tale tarp 
She rideth to the ſowdan on a dap 
And (apd to him that fhe olde renpe Fez lap 
And criftendome of preftesGonde fonte 
Kepentyng her that fhe hethen as fotonte 

Beſeching him to do heꝛ that honoure 
That ſhe myght haue the criften fothe to feeſt 
To pleafen them J Wil do my laboure . 
Che ſowdan fapeth J Wildo at poure heſt 
and kneling thanhedGez of that requeft 
So glade Ge was he nyſt What to fap | 
She kp fed bez fonne and home fie Goth Ger way 

Arpued Be hefe criften fothe to lond 
(in furrpe With a grete ſolempne ronte 
Gnd haſtely this ſowdan fent bis fonde 
Firft tohis modez and to alle the rveigne aBoute 
Bnd fapde Gis wif Was come withoute doute 
And prapedfiez to ryde apens the quene 
The honouz of his eit ne to fuftepne | 

Grete Was the prees and riche Was he arraye 
Df furzpensand of Romapnes mete in fere 
Che modve of the folvdan riche andgap 
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Refcepurd fez with alle glade chere 
As any modre myght her doughter dere 
And to the neve cpte there beſyde 
a foft paas fokempnetp thy rpde 

Nat trowe j tie tryumphe of Julius 
Dn Whiche thatcucay makith fuche a Booft 
was ryallere ne moze curious 
Tian thas the affemBie of this bliſful Gooft 
Wut this (cozppon this Wrecked gooft 
Che ſowdonneſſe for alle Gez flatering 
Caft vndre this fur moztalip to ſtyng 

The folbdan come tt him fetue fone after this 
So riatlp hat wondre Was to teife 
And welcometh fez With tope and blys 
And thus in top and bliſſe Ilete them duelle 
The frute of euerp tale foz to telle 
Wen thought tt whay tpme cam for the beſt 
Chat rene? to ftpnt and men to go to ꝛeſt 

Che tyme cam this ofde folbdonneffe 
Ordeyned hath this fete of whiche G tolde 
And to the feftecriftey men dreffe 
Gn generalle Bothe pont and ofde 
Chere map men riattpe and feft beholde 
Hnd depntes mo than Ican deupfe 
But alte to dere thep bought tt o2 thep ryſe 
O foden hoo thateuez art fuccefjoure - 

To Worldtp blys ſpreynt With Bitternesfe | 
Che ende of iope and oure worldly laboure 
Wo occupieth the fyne of oure gladneffe 
Herkpy this counſel for thy fpherneffe 
Vpon thy gladde day haue in thy mpnde 
The vn waar Woo that cometh tiie behinde 

froz ſhorꝛtly to telle at one woꝛde 
a 
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The folbday and the criften euerichone 
Been alle to hewyn and ftpched at the bord 
Butit Were onlp dame callie allone 
This ofde ſawdonneſſe curſed crone 
Hath With her frendes there done this curſed dede 
ſtor ſhe Gez fetue wolde afte the countre Lede 

Me there as furrepy none that has conuerted 
Chat of the counſeyl of tie folboan Wote 
Chat he nas alle to helen oz Ge aſtertyd 
And Cuftaunce haue taken anone fote Gote 
Hund in a ſhippe ſtereles tod it Wote 
They haue her fet and badde her lerne to ſayle 
Diute of furrp ageyn ward into ptaple 

Acertapy trefoure that ſhe thidre Cedde 
And ſoth to fapy Bptapke Grete plente 
Chey Hane bez pene ano ctothes eke fhe hadde 
And fortG ſhe japled into the falt fee 
D my cuftaunce futte of benygnite 
O Eimperours pong doughter dere 
He that is lorde ouez foztune Be thp (tere 

Die bliſſed Gez and wits ful pptous boyce 
Vnto the crofe of cept thus ſayd ſhe 
O clere o Welefutle autre holy cropce 
Kede of theka mbes Bode fulle of ppte 
That weſſheth the woꝛlde fro ofde iniquite 
Spe fro the feende and fro Gis clawes hepe 
Chat dap that J (Gal drenche ty the depe 

— Wictozpous tre of protectioun tree 
That onlp Were worthy foz to Bere 
Che king of heuyn With His woundes newe 
Che White lamke that hurt has With a fpere 
Flemer of feendes oute of him andof Gere 
Df Whiche tip tpnes faythfully evtende 
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Me hepe and peue me my kyf tamende 
peres and dates fleet thts creature 

Through oute the fe of ¢reke into the ftrapte 
Df marrohe asit was bez auenture 
O many a forp mele map fhe Bapte 
Aftez Ge2 eth ful ofte map fie Wapte - 
2 that the wilde Mawes Wolde fez drpue 
Vnto the place where fie myght arpue 
Wen myght aſke Wop fie was nat flapne 

Che at tie fee(t who myght ez Bodp faue 
And Jaunf werd to that oemaunde attapne 
who faueddanpet i the horrible caue 
Chere euerp Wight were Ge map (tez oz bnaue 
has With the lyoun fret oz be a ſtert . 
Mo Wight but god that fie Bare in fez Gez€ . 

C500 lyſt to ſhe we Sis wouderfulle mpracte 
(in Kez fox We ſhulde fee His myghty werkes 
Crift that is of enerp harme trpacte 
Yp certapn meanesasknowen clerkes 
Doth, thinges hat for certapynende fulle derheis 
Co mannps Wptte that for oure itnorance 
Ne can nat hnowe fis prudent purueaunce 
Now ſith that fie nas at the feeft p ſta we 

WGo kept her fro drenchyn ty the fee 
who kept honas in the fyſſhes mabe 
Tpliie was ſpouted oute of mynyue 
wele maymen kna we it as no Wight But be 
Chat kept the peple hebraycke fzo drenching 
With orp fote oute through the fe fee pafftng 

who hath the foure ſpirytes of the tempeſte 
That power Hane tonopen fonde and fee 
Both nozt§ and fouth weft and eft 
Anoyeth nethezlondfoufe ne tre 

iy 
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Zothly the comaundre of that was Ge 
Chat fro the tempeft ap the Wo man kept 
Hs Wete Whan (Ge Woke as Wha ſhe frept 

where myght this woman mete oz drynke Gane 
Cire pere and moze laſtith bez Wptaple 
Who fedde tlie effipctan marp ty the cave 
Dz in deferte nat bue criſt fauns faple 
Fyue thoufand folke tt Was as grete meruaple 
Witt Coups fpue and fpſſhes to fede 
God fent Gis fopfon at tez grete nede 

She orpueth ſorth into oure occian 
Throutth oute oure Wilde fee tpl at the laſt 
Vndre ay Golde that name J necay 
ffez tn northumberland the Waves fez café 
And ty the fond the (Gippe fipched ſo faſt 
Chat thens Woldeit natal tiattpoe 
Cie Wil of crift Was there fhe ſhulde abyde 

CThe conſtable of the caſtel doun is fare 
To fe this wracke and alle the ſhippe he foughE 
Bnd fonde this Wezp Woman fut of care 
He fonde affo the trefoure that (he bought 
(in Ge2 Canttate mercy ſhe be ſought 
Cie Cpf oute Fez body for to twynne 
Heꝛ to del yuer oute of the Wo that fie was in 

A manezlatpy corrupt was her ſpeche 
But alttates therby was ſhe Hnderftonde 
The conſtable whan him lyſt no lengere ſeche 
Chis woful Woman Brought be to londe 
She hnelith doun and thanhité criftes fonde 
But iat ſhe was (he wolde to noman fap 
froz foute ne fapre though fie ſholde ope 

She fapode fle has fo mafed in the fee! 
That fhe forgate fez mynde Bp fez trouthe 



The Man of fawes Tale 

The conſtable hath of Ger fo grete ppte 
Andere hts wif that Weppn fore for routhe 
Die Was fo ditigent Withouten ſlowthe 
TCo ferue and pleafe eueriche in that place 
Chat al Ger foue that Cohen ty fez face 

Che conſtable anddame hermegylde Fis wif 
Were papnems and that countre euerp Were 
But hermegyldeloued her right as her lyf 
And cuſtaunce hath fotong p ſoiorned there 
Jn oꝛyſon With many a byttre tere 
Tpl heſushath conuerted through his trace 
Dame hermeyylde the conſtableſſe of that place 

In alle that tonde nocriften durft route 
Affe criften men Be fledde fro that countre | 
Through papnems Hat conquered alte aBoute 
The reame as Wele Bp Cand as Bp fee 
Co Wales than fledde the criftianpte 
Of ofde Britons dwelleng in that ie 
‘Cher Was no refute foz the meane while 

But pet neve criften Britones fone evifed 
Chat there nave for tn fez prpuete | 
Honoured crift and hethen folke Bettpled | 
And nyght the caftel ſuche there ducted thre 
That one of them Was blynde aud myght nat fe 
But it ere With thiche epen of its mpnde 
With Whiche thep feen aftez men Be Bepnde 

Bright Was the fonne asina fomers dap 
ffo2 whiche the conſtable andhis wif affo 
and Cuſtaunce hath take the right wey 
Toward the fee a furlont wey oꝛ tho 
Co pleyen and to romen to and fro 
Andin this walke the blynde man they mette 
Croked and ofde with epen faſt p ſhette i 

ws 
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ſy the name of crift cried this Brptoun 
Dane harmegylde pene me me mp ſight apen 
Chis ladp Wave afraped of that foun 
Left at her huſbond ſhortly foz to ſeyn 
wolde her for ie ſus criſtes lore Gaue ſlayn 
Cpl cujtaunce made ez bolde and bad fies wirche 
Te wyk of crift as doughter of holy chirche 

The conftaBble wext abaſſhed of that ſight 
And fapo What amounteth alle thts fare 

. Cuftaunce aunf werd fiz it iscriftes myttht 
That Gelpith folke oute of the feendes fnaze 
And fo fez forth fhe cay oure Cave declare 
Chat fhe the conſtable oz tt weꝛe eue 
Conuertpd Gath and on crift made him Selene 
This conſtable has nothing lozd of this place 
Of whiche J fpake there Ge cuftaunce fonde 
but keptit ſtrongky manp a Wpnters fpace 
Vndre Alla hing of al nozthumberfand 
Chat Was fulle Wife and hardy of his hond 
apenft the Scottesas men map wele Gere 
But turue attapn J Wil tomp matere 

Sathan that enez Ss wayteth to bettyle 
Sa we of cuftaunce atle the perfectioun 
Andcaft anone Gou fe myttht quyte fez while 
Hnd nade 4 pong knyght dueling in that toun 
Loue fez ſo hote of foute affectioun 
That Serply Hin thought he (bathe ſpyl 
But fie of Fez onps myttht Gaue Gis wylle 

He wowith her but it auayleth nauttht 
She wolde do no ſynne by no wey 
And for deſpyte he compa fed in Gis thouttht 
To make fez on a ſhameful deth to dpe 
He wayteth whan the conftaBle is awey 
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Und pryuely on a nyttht hecrept 
Jn hermegtyldes cha mbre whiles ſhe ſlepte 

wery for waked in her ozpfons 
Slepith hermettyld and cuſtaunce alſo 
This banyght throutth ſathans temptacions 
Alle ſoftky is to the bedde y goo 
And kptte the thzote of hermettylde a two 
And leyde the blody bnyght Bp dame cuſtaunce 
And Went Gis wey ther god gyue Fim myſchaunte 

Sone after cometh the conſtable agãyn 
And eke Akla that was hing of thelond 
And ſa we his wif diſpytouſly ſtayne 
ffor Whom he wept and Wronge his honde 
And in the bedde the blody kupf fe fonde 
By dame cuftaunce atlas what myght ſhe fap 
ftoz Ber2zp woher Witte as alle alvep 

Tohine Alla Was tofde alle this myſchaunce 
And the tpme and Wiere andehe the wiſe 
Chat in a ſhippe thas founde thts cuftaunce 
As Gere Bifoze pemap GaueGerddeupfe 
Che hinges bert of ppteganatpfe 
whan Ge fale the Henpine creature 
Falke in difeafe and in myſauenture 

ffor as the kambe to ward Gis deth is Brougie 
So ftant thisinnocent afore the king 
Chis fats anyght that Gath thts tre fon Wroughe 
Berith fez on honde ſhe Gathe do this thing 
But natheleffe there was krete moznpne 
Hmong the peple and fapden thep can nat tc ffe 
That hadde nat do fottete a wickedneſſe 

for thep Gane feen fie eniz fo bertuous 
And louyntt hermegylde right as her Cpf 
Of this bare witneffe eueriche in that houſe 

a 
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Saue that Ge (love hermegyld with the hnpt 
This Hentpl hing Gath cauttht a rete motpf 
Df thts hitneffe and though Ge olde enquere 
Deppere tn this caas and trouthe foꝛ to Leze 

Affascuftaunce thou Gaft nochamppon 
Ne fyttht canſt thou nat Weleaap 
But fe that ſtarf for oure redempcton 
Bond fathan and pet tieth there Ge Cap 
He Be the ftronte ciampton this dap 
Foꝛ But tf criſt open mpracte kythe 
withoute gylt thou (Hatt Be flapne as ſwythe 
Sie fette fez doune on Fez knees c thus (he fapde 

(Iimmoztatle fod that fanedeft fufanne 
Fro fats Blame and thou merciful mayde 
Mary § mene doughter of feint Anne 
Bifoꝛe whofe childe angeles ſynge ofanne 
(If J Be gyltles of this fefonpe 
App focoure Be o2 effes J (Gatle dpe 

~ Hane pe nat fumtpme a pate face 
Amonge a prees of Fim that Gath Been Cadde 
Torbard his dethe where Fe gettith no grace 
And ſuche a coloure in His face Ge Gadde 
Men mygtht hnowe bis face that Was Ge ſtadde 
Hmontfe al the faces tn that route 
So ſtandith cuftaunce andloketh her aboute 
D queneslpupng whilom ty prof perpte 

Ducheſſes and thebadies enerichone 
Hane for routhe on theiz adverfite 
An emperours doutiter ftant atone 
She ote nat to wᷣhom to mahe Ber mone 
O Blode rpatte that ſtondith in eis drede ffez Been thp frendes at thy grete rede 

This Alla hing Hats ſuche com affioun 
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H tentpl herte is fulfilled of pyte 
That from Hisepen ran che water doune 
Now haſtely tho fet a Boke quod he 
And tf hishupgit Wol (were that (Ge 
Hath thes Woman flapne pet wol Wwe Fs auyſe 
whom Hat We Wok ſhalbe oure tuftice 
A Breton Boke Writry With enangelies 

thas fet and theron ſhe ſwore anone 
Sie gylty was andin the meane whites 
An honde Him ſmote Spon the neche Gone 
Chat doun Ge fpl at ones asa (tone 
Hund both His epen breſt oute of bts face 
Gn ſight of euery body tn that place 

G Sopce Was herd in genezalle audience 
And ſayde thou Saft difclaundred gyltles 
Che dougiter of holy chirche ty high preſence 
Thus haſt thon done and pete {Golde mp pees 
Df thismernaple agaſt was al the prees 
He mafed forthe thep ſtonden euerichone 
ffoz dvede of wreche ſaue cuſtaunce afone 

Grete Was the drede and ehe the rvepentaunce 
D f then that Gadde Wronge fufpectioun 
Vpon thts ſely Innocentcnftaunce 
And for this mpracte in conclufioun 

And by cuftaunce mediacioun | 
The king and manp anothez ty that place 
Conuerted was thanked Ge criftes trace | 

Chis fats knpufit Was flapne for fis vntrouthe 
By iutfement of the king Alla Gaftelp 
Hund pet hath Cuftaunce of his deth grete routhe 
And after thistefus of his mercp 
Made Alla to Wedden ful fofempnefp >” 
This holy mapden that is fo bright and (Gene 
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And us Gath crit made Cuſtaunce aquene 
——-—s Hut who was Wofulte if J (Galle nat lye 
Df this weddyng But dongelde and no mo 
The hintes modre ful of tprannpe 
rer thought fez curſed hert braſt a two 
She nofde nat Ger fonne had do foo 
Hez thought a deſpyte that Ge ſholde take 
So ftrauntfe a creature Snto bis make 

- Melplt nat of the chaf ne of the ſtre 
Npake fo Cong a tafe as of the coz 
What ſhulde telle of the rpalte 
Df this mariage o2 whiche cours fot bifoꝛn 
who blowith in a trompe 02 who in a hoꝛn 
The frute of euerp tale is foz to ſey 
Chey ete and drinke daunce ſyng and plep 

They to to bedde asitis fhplte and right 
Foz though that pues Ge ful holy thinges 
They muft take in pactent a nyght 
Suche manez neceſſaries as been plefinges 
To folke that haue Wedded ther With ringes 
And key alptel theire holyneſſe a ſyde 
As for the tyme it map none other betyde 
Dn heꝛ Ge Bettate a man chide anone 

Gnd toa biſſhop and to his conſtable eke 
He tohe his Wif to hepe when Ge is gone 
To Scotlondward his fomen fo2 to feke 
Now faire Cuftaunce hat is ſohumble and meke 
Solontt is gone With childe in that ſtylle 
She hept fez chambre abyding goddes Wil 

Che tyme is come a manchicde ſhe Bere 
Mauritius at the fontftone thep Fim catie 
This conftable dotG forth come ameffangere 
And Wrote into this hinge that cleped was alle 
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Hod chat this bliſfulle tydyntzes ts befalle 
And otffez thinge whiche bas neddfulle to fap 
He tahith his kettre and forth Ge goth Gis hep 

Chis meffantere todohisauantage — 
Vnto the hinges modre rideth Ge ſwythe 
Hund ſalueth Gez fapre tn his Cantiate | 
Madame quod Ge pe map Be glade and GeitGe 
And thanken god an hundreth thoufand ſythe 
My Cadp the quene Gath childe withouten doute 
To ioye and bliſſe of alle the reitne aboute 

Lo here the lettres ſealed of this hing 
That h muft Gere tn alle the Galt may 
If pe pl ought to poure fon He hing 
asm poure feruaunt bot nyght and dap 
Donetzeld aunſwerd as nol at this tyme nap 
But Gere alle nyght h wille thou take thy reſt 
Tomozow wie fap the What me lyſt 
This meffantere ozanke fadlp ate and wyne 

And ftofen were fis lettres prpuetp 
Dute of his box whites fe (tept asa a ſwyne 
And countrefeted Was fulle ſubtely 
A nother letere wrought ful ſyn fulky 
Vnto the king directed of this matere 
ffro Gis conſtable as pe may after Gere 

Che lettre ſpabe the quene delyuered has 
Df ſohoꝛrible a feendfp creature 
Chat in he caftef none foflardp Was 
Chere no while any witzht map endure 
The modre hasan elphe Bp auenture 
py comen Bp charmesoz Bp focerp 
And euerp wittht hatith fez company | 

wo has the hing whan he this lettre hadde ſeyn 
But to no wight Ge tolde bis ſoꝛo wes fore 
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But of Gis oben hond he Wrote attapy 
welcom the ſonde of crifte foz eutrmoze 
Tome that am newe lerned tn thisloze 
Lorde welcom Ge thp Cuft and chp plefaunce 
My Cuft I puc alle ty thy orzdenaunce 

Lepe this childe alle Ge it foule o2 fapre 
And eke mp wif Snto mp home comyng 
Criſte whan himlyſt map ſende me an eyre 
Moꝛe aglttreable than this to mp tyhing 
Chis lettre Ge fealith prpuclp wepyng 
whiche to the meſſangere Was p take fone 
Und forth Ge goth there is nomore to done 
O meffangere fulfplled with dronknes 

Straunge is thy Breti tip epmes flatern ap 
And thou bewretheſt afte fecreteneffe 
Thy mynde isfoze thou iangelyſt asa Gap 
Thy face is turned asin a newe arap 
There drvonkneffe reigneth in anp route 
| Chere is nocounfepte hept it is no donte 

D donegeblde I Gane none engliſſhe dittne 
Vnto thy malice and thy tprannpe 
Gnd therfore to the feeude 9the refigne 
Let him enditpy of thp traptouzp 
Tp manp [Ge fp o nap Bp fod Ilye 
Tp feendlp (pprite for J dave Were tele 
Though tion Gere walke thp (pprite isin helle 

This meffangere cometh fro the hing aggayn 
And at the hinges moders courte Ge tite 
And ſhe Was of this meffangere fulle fapne 
And plea fed him in alle hat euez (Ge myght 
He dronhe and wele His gyrdyl vndre pinse 
He (lepith and he ſnortech in Gis guyſe 
AL nyttht tye the fon gan aryſe 
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Aftez was his lettres ſtolen euerichone 
And countrefeted lettres in this wiſe 
Che hing comaundith his conſtable anone 
Dp peyn of hanging and on high huyſe 
Chat fe ne ſhulde ſuffer in no Wife 
Cuftaunce ty his reine for to abyde 
Thre daies and a quartez of a tyde : 
But in the fame ſhippe ao Ge bez fonde 

Heꝛ and her pong ſonne and alle bez gere 
He (Golde put andcronde fro theLonde 
And chartte fez hat file come neuiz eft there 
D mp Cuftaunce wele map thy gooft Gane fere 
And flepen in thp dreme Hp penaunce 
whan Conetfebde caſtith ate this ordenaunce 

This meſſanttere on mozoWe Whan Ge woke 
Vnto che caſtelle holdith the neve wap 
Gnd Gnto the ConftaGle he the Cettres tohe 
And whan that le this pptouslettre fape 
Tulle of ten fe ſayde allas and wele a wep 
Lo2d crift quodhe fou map this Worlde endive 
So fulle of ſynne is manp a creature 
D mygbhty god tf that it Be thy wille ee 

Sithen tion art rightfulle inge Fou map it Be 
That thou Wil fuffre Innocence to f ppete 
Gnd Wicked folire reine in profperite 
D gode Cuftaunce alias fo wo is me 
Chat J moot Ge chp turmentouze o2 elles depe 
Dy ſhamefulle deth there is none otfez wep 

wepyn bothe ofde and pontt in that place 
Whan that the hint this curſedlettre ſent 
Gnd Cuftaunce With a dedely pate face 
The wey tolbard the ſhippe fie ent 
But neuirtheleſſe (Ge tabitd ty gode entent 
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The Wyl of crifte and hnetint on the (trond 
She fapde ap Welcome Ge thp fonde ‘ 
He that me hept fro the fals blame 

whikes that J wasin the Conde amontespou — 
He can me hepe fro harme andehke fro ſhame 
An the fatt fee af though pe fee nat fou 
Hs (tronte as euiꝛ fe Washe is pet nowe 

Gn him J truft and in Gis modez deze 
That is to me mp faple andehke mp ftere 

Heꝛ lptel chloe Lap wepyng in fez arme 
Bnd hnelime pptoufep to him fhe fapde 
Deafelptet childe J Wil do the none harme 
With that the kyrchief from fez Gede (Ge brayde 
And ouez Gis lytel eyen ſhe it layed 
And tn her arme (Ge lullith it fulle faſt 
And into heuyny Sp her eyen fhe caft 

Modre quod ſhe and mayde bright MArye 
Soth is hat throutth womannys eement 
MWanhpnoe was looſt and dampned euiz to dye 

Ffoꝛ whiche thy childe Was on the croce to rent 
Thy Blifful epen ſawe al this turment 
Than is there nocompari fon Bitwene 
Thyn wo and anp Wo that man map fuftepne 

Thou ſa weſt thy childe ſtayn afore hpnepen 
And pet now lyuech mp lytel childe parfap 
Noweady bright to whom alle fulle crien 
Thou glorye of womanhode thou fayre may 
Thou hauyn of refute Bright fterze of dap 
Kewe on mp chiloe that of tip tentptneffe 
Keweſt on euery rewful in diftreffe 
O Cptet childe aflas what is thy gylt 

Chat neuir wroughteſt ſynne as pet parde 
Whip wyl tip Garde fadre Gaue the fpice 
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O mercy and dere conſtable quod fie 
aslet mp tptel childe duelle Gere With the 
And if thou darſt nat faue Fim for Blame 
So byſſe him onps ty Gis faders name 

Cher Wits (fie fohed bacward to thel 
And ſayde fare WeleGufbond routhee(fe 
And Sp fie roſe and Walked doun the ſtronde 
Colbard Gez ſhippe Gez folowith alle che prees 
And euer fie prapett) bez childe to Golde fis peafe 
Hud tabith her leue Wits an holy entent 
She Gli fith Gez and into ſhip fie went 

Wyptapied Was the ſhippe tt is nodrede 
PHawundantlyp for bez tong (pace 
Gnd othez neceffartes that ſholde nede 
Sie Gadde ynough Geried Sp goddes grace 
ffor wynde and weddre almyghtye god purchace 
And Bring Ger home Ican no bettre fep 
But in the fee fie dryueth forth the wep 
a La thekingcomett fone after this 

Vnto fis caftel of whiche tolde 
Und afhed Where his wif and his childe is 
The conſtable gan aboute his hert to colde 
And pleynly alle the manezhe him tolde 
Hs pe haue herd can tt teffe no bettre 
And fhe wits the hinges feate and Gis lettre 

And fapde Lorde as pe comaunded me 
Oy pepne of dethe fo haue J do certapn 
Chis meffangere turmentpod Was tpl Ge 
Muſt Ge knoe and tel plat and plapn 
frvo nyttht to nygtht What place he hadde ty Capne 
And thus Ge with fubtel enquerpng 
Gmatpned bas Bp whom this Garme tan (pring 
Che tonde Was knowen that the lettre Wrote 

mi 



And alle the Senpm of this curſed dede 
Butin what wifecertapnlpGnot  - 
The effecte is this hat Alla oute of drede 
His modre (Cougs that men map plaprilp rede 
froz that (Ge traptouve as to hez Cifeaunce 

ype ay 

Thus endith oboe donegylde With myſchaunce 
Cle fozolbe that this Ata nyght and dap 

Makitt foz his wif and for Gis chylde alſo 
There is no tonge that it celle map 
Hut noWe wol to cuſtaunce go 
That fletyth in the ſee with peyne and wo 
Fyue pere and moze as lyketh criftes ſonde 
Oꝛ that ez ſhippe approcied to anp Conde 
WMnunodre an hethen caſtel at the Cat | 
Che whiche he name natty text J fpnde 
Cuftaunce and eke Gez chiloe the fee Sp caft 
Almytthty tod that faued atle man bynde 
Haue on cuſtaunce and Gez childe fon mpude 
That fallen is in hethyn Gonde eftfone 
Gn poynte to ſpylle as h (Halle tette pou fone 
oun from the caftel cometh there many a wight 

Co gauryn on this ſhippe aud on cuftaunce 
But (Gozttp fro the caſtel on a nyght 
The Cordes ſte ward Hod peue Gis myſchaunce 
A theef that Gadde renped oure creaunce 
Cam into the (Gippe alone and fapoe fie ſholde 
Hez Cemman Be whether (Ge wold or nolde 
Cho Was this wretchid oman Wo bettone 
Heꝛ childe crpedand fie c2ted pytouſty 
But bliſſed mary helped her ight anone 
Foꝛ With her ſtrotlyntt wele and myghtyly 
Che thief fel onez the borde al ſodenky 
And in the ſee he dreynt for Sengeaunce — 
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and (Gus hath crift Hutbemmed kept cuftaunce 
D foute Cuft of luxurie Co thyn ende a 

Nat ontp that hou fapnteft mannps mynde 
But Serplp thou pit his body ſhende LE 
The ende of tip Werke or of thp Cuftes blynde 
Js compleynyng Hou manp one map men fpnde 
Chat nat for Werke fomtpme But for thentent 
To do this ſynne be otter ſlayne oz ſhent 
Howe map this week Woman haue chat ſtrengith 

Hez to defende ayenſt the renegate 
D gofpas Sumefura Ble of lengithe 
How myght dauid make the fo mate 
So pingof armure and fode(ofate 
Hold ourft Beloke Bpon thy face 
wele map men feenit is but goddes trace 

Wio paue iudith cozage o2 hardyneſſe 
To flee Gin ofifernesty His tent 
Hnd todelpuerpy onte of wrechidneſſe 
The people of goo J fap to thisentent 
Chat right as God ſpyrite and Sigoure fent 
Co them and faued then oute of myſchaunce 
So fent Ge ſtrengith and vigoure Sntocuftaunce 

Forth goth bez ſhip throusd oute the narowe mouthe 
Df iubatter and ſepte dryuyntt alwey 
Somtyme Weft and ſomtyme north and ſouthe 
And ſomtyme E(t ful manp a wery dap 
T pl criſtes moore p bleſſed be ſhe ape 
Hath ſhapey throngs fez endleſſe godeneſſe 
Comake an ende of alle fez feupneffe 
Now let Ss ſtynt of cuftaunce But a throwe 

And fpeke we of Romapns the emperoure 
That oute of Surrp Gath 6p lettres hnowe 
Ce ſtaughter of criften folke and diſhonoure 
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Dooy Brito his doutthter Bp a fats traptoure 
(J mene tie curfed and Wiched folbdoneffe 
That at the feeft Leet (he bothe moze and leſſe 

Foz whiche this Emperouz hath fent anone 
His fenatoure With ryalle ordenaunce 
Bnd otfiez Cordes od tote many one 
Dn ſurryns to tahe higgh Sengeaunce i 
They brynne and flee ⁊ Bring them to mpfchaunce 
fru manp a dap But ſhortly this is the ende 
Homward to Rome thep fiapen them to wende 
Chis fenatoure repapreth With victory 

To Rome ard ſealing fulle rpatlp 
Hind mette the (hip dryuyng as ſayeth the ſtory 
Gn whiche cuftaunce fat fut pptouftp 
No thing knewe he What foe Was ne wip 
Die Was ih fuche avzape that fhe npl fep 
Df hez aftate though ſhe ſhulde dep 
He Bringith her to Rome to his wif 

He paue her to fez and bez pont font atfo 
Hund Wits the fenatoure fhe Cadde fez lyf 
Thus can oure Cadp Bring oute of ho 
Cuftaunce and many a notihez tio 
And Contf tyme duelled (He in hat place 
(Gn holy werkes euez Was fez trace 

Che fenatoures Wif fez ante Was 
But foz alle hat fhe knee Fez neuiz the more 
GY Wp? nolenfere tarp in this caas 
But to hing alla whiche J fpake of pore 
Foꝛ fis Wif wepith and ſittheth foze 
J Wot retozne and pet J Wplcuftaunce 
Vudre the fenatours fouernaunce 
Ling Alla whiche that hadde His modre ſtayne 

Vpon adap fplin ſuche repentaunce — 
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And if J ſoortly celle (Halle and pleyn 
co Rome Ge cometé to refcepue Gis penaunce 
And put hin in the popesordenaunce 

Gn high andfolve and ſeſus criſt beſouttht 
Foryeue his wyched workes that Ge hath wrought 

The fame anone throutth Rome ts Born 
Hob Alea king fGal come ty pyttrematte 
By herbegeours that Wenten him Biforn 
ftor whiche the fenatoure as has the Dfate 
Rode him apensandmanp of fistpnate 
Hs wele to ſhe wen fis magnificence — 
As to done anp byng reuerence 

Grete chere dotG this noble fenatoure 
To kyntt Alla and fe tohim alſo 
Euery of thers doth to other gtrete honoure 
And ſo befyl that oh a day oꝛ two 
Chis ſenatoure is to hyngt Alla go 
To feſt ſhortly tf § ſhal nat lye 
Cuſtaunces ſonne went in his company 
Som men Wolde fap at the requeſt of cuſtaunce 

This ſenatoure hadledde this chide to feft 
Gmap nat celle euery circumftaunce 
Be as Ge map there Was he at the leeſt 
But ſoth it to right at His moders Geeft 
Bifoꝛn Alla ourpne the mete fpace 
The chifde ſtode kolꝛyntt in the kinttes face 

Alla the hing of this chifde Fath grete wondre 
And to the fenatoure fe ſayde alone 
whoſe is this fapre childe that ſtondeth yondre 
(J not quod fie Bp god and Bp feint hohn 
A modre fe Gath Gut fadre Gath Ge none 
Chat § of wote and ſhortly in a ftounde 
He tolde Alla how the childe was founde : 

m in 
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Burt 40d Woot quod this ſenatoure alſo 
So bertuous a lyuer ty alle mp lpf 
Me ſawe J neutz as ſhe ne Gerde of mo 
Df worldep wp men mapden wydowe o2 wif 
(J daz wele jap ſhe Gadde leuer With a kuyf 
Through oute the Breeft thay Be a oman wycke 
Chere is no man conde Bring her to the prpche 
Mo Was this childe aslpke vntocuſtaunce 

Zs poſſible ts a creature foz to Be 
This alla hath the face in vememBraunce 
Of fodame cuftaunce and theron mufed Ge 
(if that the childes modre Were ought (he 
Chat ishts Wif and prpuelp Fe ſight 
And ſpedde him fro the table that he myttht 

Parfay quod he the fanton isin mp hede 
Jought codeme of rightfulle tugemene 
That in the fale fee mp wyf is dede 
And afteribard Ge made hts arfumen€ 
WHat Wote I if criſt Gane her hidre fen€ 
My Wif Bp fee af Were as Ge Gez fen€ 
Comp countre fro thens that fhe went 

And after anone Gomme With the fenatoure 
Goth atta foz to fe thts Woundre chaunce 
Chis fenatoure dotG afla Grete honoure 
And haſtely Ge fent aftez cuftaunce 
But truſt Wwele Ge2 luſt nat for todaunce 
whan (Ge pte wherfore has that fonde 
Vnnethes Spon fez fete myght fhe (Conde 

whan Alla falve Fis Wif fapre Ge her grette 
End wepte thatit has routhe to fee 7 
Foꝛ at the fir(t Cohe that fie on Bez fette 
He knewe verely that it has fe 
Gnd ſhe for ſoꝛo we as dombe ftondith as 4 tre / 
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So has Ge2 Verte ſhytte ty ber diftreffe 
ib§an fie rememBred of fis Snkpndneffe 

Twys fhe ſwoned in his owne ſitiht 
He Wept and him excuſed pytouſty 
No god quod he and alle His haloes bright 
So Wifetp on mp forte haue mercp 
That of poure harme as giktlesam J 
Asis mp ſonne Maurice folphe poure face 
Elles thie fende me feche oute of this place 

Lont was the ſobbyng and the Bpttre peyne 
D2 that fez wofulle ferte myght fece 
Grete was the ppte for tofere them plapne 
Throutth whiche prapntes tan Fez wo encrece 
G prap pou alle my CaBoure to refeffe 
Gmap nat tel thetre Wo vntyl to moꝛowe 
Jam fo herp for to fpehe of fozolbe 

But fpraltp whan the foth is wyſt 
Chat alla tpltles is of Fez Wo 
§ trowe an hundred tymes Be thep kyſt 
And ſuche a Bliffe is there Bet hive ther to 
That faue the tope that laſtith euirmo 
Chere ts none plphke thatanp creature 
Hath feen o2 (Hal whites that the worlde map dure 

Tho praped fhe fez huſbond mekely 
That ty reteef of fez pptous pepne 
That fe wolde pzap hez fadre ſpecially 
Chat of fis matefte fe wolde enclpne 
Toouchefauf for dap With Him to dpne 
She praped hin ehe fe ſholde Bp no wey 
Vnto fez fadre no worde of Gez fa 
Some men wolde ſeyn that the childe maurice 

Dot this meſſage Bnto the Emperoure 
ut as ij teffe Atta was nat ſo nyce 

m im 
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To him hatis fo fonerzapne of fonoure 
Hs be that ts of criftes fofhe the floure 
Sent any childe But it is heft to deme 
He Went him ſelue and foitmay wele ſene 

Chis emperoure Gath traunted gentylly 
Tocome to dpnez as he him Befoutie 
And wele J fuppofe he loked Befttp 
VPpon this chifde and on Gis doughteꝛ thought 
Agra goth Unto fis Inne as him oughe 
Araped foz this feeſt tn euery Wife 
Hs ferforth as his connyng map fuffice 

Che mo20 te cam alla aud tan him dreffe 
And eke Gis Wif the Emperoure foz to mete 
And forth thep rpden in tope and tn tladneffe 
And When (he ſa we Gez fadre tn the (trete 
ile lyghteth doun and fallith him to fete 
Fadre quod fhe poure pong chitoe cuftaunce 
(is nowe ful cfeen oute of poure rememBranni 

(J any poure dougthter Cuftaunce quod {Ge 
Chat whilom pe Gane fent into furrpe 
(jt am J fadre that in the falte fee 
Was put alCone and dampned foz to dpe 
Now gode fadre mercp J poucrpe 
Dende me nomoze into none hethneſſe 
But thankith mpCozde Gere of his byndneſſe 

who can the pytous iope tefle alke 
Bet vive them thre fithen thep be thus mette 
But of mp tate make anende § (Galle 
The dap totG faft J Wpl no lengre vette 
Thefe glade forthe todpnez Be p fette 
(Jn tope and Bliffe at mete G Lette ther duelle 
G thoufand folde wele moze than J can tetfe 

This chitde maurice Was fithen empezoure 
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p made Bp the pope andlyued criſtenky 
To criſtes chirche dyd Ge trete honoure 
But I let al theſe (tories paſſe by 
Mfcuftauncetsmp tate fpectallp _—s.. 
Gn ofde Romap nes Heftes men map wele fynde 
Mauricius lpf J Bere it natin mynde 
Than hing Atta whan Ge Gis tyme fep 

With cuftaunce his holy wif fo fwete 
Toentlonde Be thep come the rittht wep 
where as theylyuen ip tope and ty quyete 
But fptel while it kaſted ſ you behete 
Hop of this workde But tyme wyl nat abyde 
fro dap to nyght it Haungith as the tyde 

who Cpucth euie in fuche delyte adap - 
That is ne menedetthez in confcierice 
Oo ire o2 tafent oz fomkpntes affrap 
EF nupe o2 pryde o2 paffioun oz offence < 7 
G ne fap Gut for the ende of this fentencé 
Chat lptel While in iope o2 plefaunce 
Laftith the tpf of Alla with cuftaunce | 

For detG that talith of Sigh and lowe Gis ren€ 
whan paffed asa pere eupy as geſſe ; 
Mutelof this woꝛlde this king Alla ts went 
for whom cuftaunce Gath fulle Grete heuyneſſe 
Now prap We to tod fis ſoule bliſſe 
And dame cuftaunce fpriallp to fap 
Towarde the toun of Rome goth fez way 
Co Rome is come this holy creature 

And fyndeth fez frendes there hole and ſounde 
Mow is ſhe fcaped alle Fez auenture 
And whan fie bez fadre hath p founde 
oun on fez hnees fallith to trounde : 
Weppnetin Gerte for tenderneſſe blythe 
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She haryeth god ay hundreth thouſand ſythe 
Gn Sertue and in holy almes dede 

Thep Cpuen alle and neut2z a fondre wende 
T pl dethe departed them this lyf they Cede 
Hnd faryth nob wele mp tale ts at an ende 
Mowe fefus crift that of his myght map fende 
(Jope aftez wo fonerne Bs in fis Grace 
And bepe Ss alle that Been in thts place 

Here endit che man of lathes tale 
And bettynneth the Iparchauntes profole 

w eppntand baplpntt care and other ſoꝛowe 
(jGaue ynoutth Both eupn and eke a mozolve 

Quod the marchaunte and ſo haue other mo _ 
Ghat Wedded Be J trowe that it be fo 
Foꝛ wele I Wote tt fareth ſo by me 
(I Gane a wif the woꝛſt that map Be 
for though the feende cuppfed to her Were 
She Wolde Hin ouirmache J daz wele ſwere 
what ſhulde § reherſe in ſpectalle 
Hez high malice ſhe is a ſhrewe with alle 
Ther is a Cong anda large difference 
Betwixt erp fitidis grete pacience 
And of mp wif the paffing cruelte 
Were J vnbounde alfo mot i the 
Gj Wolde newiz efte come in thee fnare 
we Wedded men lpue in fozolbe and care 
Afap Who fo wok aud Ge ſhalle fpnde 
That i fap ſothe Bp feint thomas of ynde 
Hs foz the moze parte J fap nat afte 
God ſhelde that it ſhulde ſo befalle 
A gode fiz hooſt J Gane wedded Be 
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Theſe monethes to and moze'nat parde 
Hnd pet J trowe fe that alle hislpf 
Hath Weddpd Ge thous men him ryf 
Into the hert ne coude ty no manez 
Tele fomoche fozolbe as j nol Gere 
Conde tefle of mp Wpues curſedneſſe Ms 
Morb quod oure Hooft marchaunte fo tod the Beiffe 
Sithen pe fo mebylknowe of that arte 
StulGartelp G prap pou tefle $s part 
Gladly quod Ge But of mpn owne foe 
for fozp Gert teffe map nomoꝛe 

ere endith he Marchauntes prololtue 
And here begynneth his Tale 
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w Kylom thez was duellint iylumbardy 
A worthy knyght that Boz Was at pauy 

Bn whiche he kyued tn grete proſperyte 

LLL 
5 



Tbe Marchauntes Tale 

And lx pere a Wp fles man Was le 
End fofolved ap his Bodplp delpte 
Dn omen ther Was his appetpte 
Hs doon theſe fonles that Been fecufere 
Hud whay that he as paffeoly pete 
Were it for holyne ffe 02 fo2 dotatfe 
Ican nat fap But ſuche a Grete cozate 
Hadde this hnpatit to be Wedded man 
Chat dap and nyght Ge doth alle that Ge can 
TO afppe where he mygtht Wedded Ge 
Prayng oure lord graunt him that he 
Myght onps knolbe that Bet (ful lyf 
That is Bet hive an huſbond ay bis wyf 
And foz tofpue vndre tie fofp Bonde 
With whiche god firft may and oman Bonde 
None otfier (pf fapode Ge is worth a Bene 
ffor Wedfohe is foeafp and ſoclene 
Chat ty this woꝛlde it is. a paradiſe | 
Thus ſayde this ofde bnyght that Was fo wife 
And certaynly as fothe as god is hyntt 
To take a wyf isa gloꝛious thing 
And namely whan a man is ofde and Goze 
Than isa wyf the frute of the trefoze 
Than ſholde fe take a pons wyf anda fapre 
Dn whiche he myttht engenodre him an heire 
Andlede his lpf in iop and itn folace 
where as the fe bachekers ſyntten alas 
whan that thep fpnden enp aduerfite 
In Coue whiche nis But chifdes Sanpte 
Hund truly it ſytteth Wele to Be fo 
‘That hachelers haue pepneand wo 
Dn brotyl grounde they byld and brotylneſſe 
They fynde freylte whan they wene ſynerneſſe 
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They Cpue But as a Bprde 02 as a Beft 
Gn cpbertpe and vndre none areft 
Chere as a Weddedman ty Gis aftate 
Lyueth Gis Cpf bliſful and ozdpnat 
Vndre the poke of mariage p bounde | 
wele map Gis Gert ty iope and BiiffeGaBounde 
ffo2 who can Be foBuyosy asa a wyf 

' Yo its fo trewe and ehe foententpf 
To kepe him fehe andGole as is his mahe 
Foꝛ Wete o2 Wo fie Wil Gin nat fozfake 
She is nat Werp him to loue and ferue 
Thoutth that Ge lye bedred tyl Ge ſterue 
And pet ſomclerkes ſayen it is nat fo 
Of wiche fe Theophraſte is one of tho 
what force though theophraſt lyſt lye 
He take no wif quod he for huſbondrye 
as for to ſpare ty houſeholde thyn expence 
Atrew ſernaunt doth moze dilyttence 
Thy ode to kepe than doth thy ſelue wif 
Foꝛ (ie wyl clayme Galf part atte fez lpf 
And if that thou Be feck fo fod me faue 
Thy berry frendes o2 a true knaue 
Wol hepe the Bet than ſhe that wayteth ap 
After tip deth andG§ath done manp adap 
Chis fentence and an hundred thinges worſe 
WritetG this man there god Gis Bones coꝛſe 
But take no kepe of fuche Sanpte 
Do fpe theophrafte and Gerkpy me 
A wif is goddes peft veryly 
Hl other manez yeftes hardely 
As londes zentes paſtures o2 comune 
Dz moebles al Ben yeftes of fortune 
Chat paſſen as a ſhadowe on a Walle 
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But drede nat if J plapnly fpeke ſhalle 

A wef wit Caft and in thy houſe endure 

weke Center thay the kyſt parauenture 

Qpariatre isa fulle Grete ſacramnt 

Who that Gath no Wif io But ſhent 

He Cpuets hekples and is alte defotate 

G {pee of follꝛe ty fecuter aftate 

Hndberken Wop 9 fap nat thts for nought 

The woman is for mannyps belpe p wrought 

Tbe high od Wan Ge Gaode Adam maked 

And fave him allone bely naked 
God of fis grete goodneſſe fapoe than 

Let Ss now make ay helpe to this man 

Lphe to him ſelue and thay He made ene 

Here map pe ſe and here by map peprene 

That a Wpfis mannyshelpe and biscomfozte 

His paradpce terzeftre and his diſporte 

So buvunm and ſo bertuous is fie 
They muſt nedeslyue ty vnyte 

fleſſbe they Be and of o blode h teffe 

lot But one derte in Wil and in diftre(fe 

ii Wif a feinte Mary benedicite 
Hold myght aman haue anp aduerſite 
That Gath a Wif certes Icay nat fep 
The beiſſe hat to betwixt them twey 
There map no tontt telle it or he2t thynke 

Gf Ge Be poure ſhe helpith him to (wynke 
She kepith Gis gode and waſtith it neniz a dele 
And alle that her huſbondluſt ſhelykith wele 

Sbe ſayeth nat onys nap When Ge ſayeth pe 
Do this fapett Geat redp fiz ſaythe ſůe 
D Beif fulle ordre o weddoke precious 
Chou art fo merp and eke fo Sertuous 
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And focomendedandapproucd eke 
That enerp man that holt them Worth a lehe 
VPpoy fis Bare knees ought ate hislyf 
Thankpn Gis tod that Guy fent a wyf 
D2 elles prape Hod him foz to fende 
A wif tolefte Suto hislyues ende 
Foꝛ than Sis tpf is fetin fpherneffe 
He map nat Be defcepued asi geſſe 
So that fe worke aftez Gis pues rede 
Than map Ge Boldtp Bere Sp hts hede 
They Be fo trewe and therto eke fo Wpfe 
for whiche tf thou wylt werche as the wyſe 
{Do afWap as the Woman Wot the rede 
Lofoutacoh as thefeclerkes rede — 
By ode counfepl of Gis modre reBeche 
Bonde the kyddes fa-pnne aboute fis neckt 
Foꝛr whiche its faders Benpfon fe an 
Lo iudith as the ftozp wele tel can 
Bp wyſe coun ſeyl fie goddes people kept 
And ſte we Fim oltfernes While Ge flept 
Lo fou abygayl Bp gode counſeyl that ſhe 
SDaued fez huſbond Nabal Whan hat be 
Sholde Gaue Ge ſtayne andloke Geftez alfo 
By ode counfepl defpuered oute of wo 
The people of od and made mardoche 
Df affure enfaunced for to be | 
Chere is no thyng in gre f — 5* 
As ſayeth fenequphke aboue an humble wif 
Zuffre tip wyues tong as caton byt 
Sie ſhalle comaunde and thou ſhabt ſuffre it 
And pet ſhe wyl ogep of curtefpe 
A wyf is kepaz of thp huſbondrye 
wele map the fekeman bewayle and wepe 
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There as no wif is the houſe tohepe 
4 Warne the if thou Witt wiſely wirche 
Lo wele thy wyf ascrift Coneth Gis chirche 
GF thou loueſt thy ſelue tion loueſt tip wyf 
Noman hatyth his fleſſhe but in his lyf 
He foſtrith it and therfore bydde the 
Eheriſſhe thy wif oꝛ thou ſhalt neuir the 
Huſbond and wif what ſo men iape o2 pley 
Df worldlp forthe holden the fikez ep 
They Been knytte thep map no harme betyde 
Gnd namely Spon the wyues ſyde 
Ffor whiche this ſanuary of Whiche J tolde 
Conſidreth hath ty his dates ofde 
The luftp Cpf the Sertuousqupete. 
That is in mariage fonp {ete 
Bnd for bis frendes on a dap Ge fent 
To telle them the effecte of bisentent 
With face fadde Ge hath his tale to them tolde 

_ He fapd frendes Gj arm Goze and ofde 
And almooft god Woot at mp ppttes Brpnke F 
Vpoy mp forte ſomwhat muſt J e§pnhe * 
Ihaue mp Bodp folyly de ſpended 
Bop (fed Be god it ſhalbe amended 
Foz § Wokde Be certapne a Weddpdman 
And that anone in afle the Galt that Ican 
Vnto fory mapoe fapre and tendre of age 
Gprap pou ſhapith fozmp mariage —. 
Al fodentp for J Wifnat aByde 
And h Woffonde toafppe on my ſyde 
CO Woy J map Be weddid haſtely 
But for a ſmoche as pe Be mo than J 
pe ſhal rather fuche a tchyng afppen 
Chan J Where me lyſt Belt atpen 



The Marchauntes Tate - 

But one thing J Warne pou mp frendes dere 
J pe none ofde if haue inno manere 
She ſhal nat paffe xvi pere certapne 
Olde fyſſhe c pons fteſſtze wolde I Gane fur fayn 
Wet is he fapde a pphe than a ppherel 7 
Bettre than ovde beef is the tendre Sete 
§ Wol no oman of yyy pere of atfe 
It is But Bene ſtrawe and rete fozatfe 
Andehke thefe ofde Wpdolves godit wore 
They can ſo mekyl craftin wadps Bote 
Do mek pi Broken farine What them lyſt 
Chat with ther ſhulde J neuiztpue ty reſt 
Foꝛ ſondry ſcoles mabity fubtet clerkes 
Woman of manp a ſcole Gatf a clerke is 
ut certapntp a pong thing map men gye 
Aidit as man With hondes warn Wey pepe 
Therfore h fap pou plapnep ina claufe 
J Wot none ofoe Wpf Gaue for this cauſe 

Foꝛ tf fo Were tf I Gadde ſuche myſchaunce 
That Jin Kez coude haue no plefaunce 
Thay (Holde J vede mp Cpf in adoutrpe 
And ſo ſtreyght co the deupl whay J ope 
He chitoven ſtzulde J none on fez getyn 
pete hadde Ikeuyr Goundes hadde me etyn 
Chan that myn heritage ſhulde falte 
J ftraunge honde and thus tette poualle Jooute nat J Wote thecanfe ip — 
Sen ſholde wedde and ferthermoze Woot g 
Chere ſpekith manp men of mariage 
That wote nomoze of it than doth mp pate 
froz whiche caufes men {horde tahe a pf 
(if Ge map nat lyuen chafte hislyf 
Cake him a wyf with ttrete deuocioun 

n 
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Bicauſe of Cefutle procreactoun | 
Df childrey to the honoure of fod aboue 
Gnd nat on’p for paramoure ne foz foue 
And for thep ſhulde lechery eſchue 
“And peloe theire dette whan that it is due 
Oꝛ foꝛ eche of them ſhulde helpe otfez 
Gn myſchief as the ſuſtre ſhalle the brodre 
Hndepue ty chaſtite fulle holyly 
But fives by poureteue that am nath 
ffoz god bethanhedy daz make abaunt 
(J fete mp lpmes ftarke and fufficiaune 
To do atte that a man belongith to 
And am (tronge ynogh torpde o2 fo | 
Though J Ge hore I fare as doth a tre 
Chat bloſometh oz that frute p Woven Be 
Abloſomed tre ts neither Orpe ne dede 
(§ fele me nowhere hore But on mp fede 
App Herte and al mp cpines Been as Grete 
Hs laurer that throug the pereis fene 
And fithen pe Gaue herd al mpnentene€ . 
J prap pou that tomp Wil pe affent 
SD f dpuerfe men dpuerfep Him tofde 
Df martatte manp enfamples ofde 
Son Blamed it for prpfedit certayn 
But at che laſt ſhortly foz to ſayn 
As afoap fallith alteracioun 
Betwixt frendes in difputactoun | | 
Chere fpl a ftrpf bit wixt his brethern tho e 
LD f whiche the one Was cleped OLaceGo 
huſtinus fotitp called asthatother 
jOCaceBo fapd oGanuary Brothez 
Fullptcle nede Gadde pe mp Corde fo dere 
Counfepl toafhke of any atic Gere 
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But that pe Be one fo fut of ſapience 
That pou nelphketh for pouz high prudence 
To Wepul foz the worde of ſalamon 
This Worde faped fe to Ss euerychone 
Worke alle thing Bp coun ſeyl thus faped fe 
And than (Gate thounatrepente the 
But though Salamon fpahe fuche a Worde 
Myn owne deve brother and mp Cozde 
So Wifelp god mp foule Bring at reſt 
(J Gofde poure olbne counfepl for the Beft 
froz Brotihez mpy of me take this motpf 
§ Gane nol Been a courtman alle mp pf 
And pet fod ote thousd J vÿnworthy Be 
A Gane ftonde in fulle Grete and high dettre 
A Boute Cordes in ful rete aftate 
pet hadde J neniz With none of them deBate 
J neuizcontrarted them tzulp 
J Wote wele that mp Cozdcan moze than i 
what that fe fapeth I Holde tt ferme and (table 
(i fap the fame o2 otfer thing ſemblabke 
A fulle grete fole isanprounfefoure 
That ſeruyth a lorde of grete honoure 
That daz preſume oꝛonys tipnhe it 
That his counſeyl ſholde paſſe his lordes wytte 
Nap lordes be no foles by my fay 
pe haue youre ſelue fpoken here to dap 
So high ſentence ſo holy and ſo wele 
That J cogent andconferme enerp deve 
poure wordes andal ponre opunpon 
Bp ttod thez is no man in thistoun 
Me ty ptalpe conde BettreGaue ſayde 
Crift holdith him of this ful weleapaped 
And trulpitisanhisdcorate: =” 

wy 
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Df anp man hat ſtept is in a ate 
Co take a pont wif for Sp mp fadre hprine 
poure ert hongith Spon a ioly pyn | 
Doth now tn this matere as petpit — 
froz fynattp Iholde tt foz the beſt 
Guftinus that ap fat fulſtylle and Gerde 
Kight on this Wife he to placeto anſ werd 
Now Brothez mpn quod he Be pacient J prap 
Sithen pe haue fapode berkpy Wat h fap 
Seneke among other Woz0es Wife 
Sapeth that a may ought him right wele auyp fe 
To Whom He yeueth hislonde o2 Gis catel 
and fitines|§ ought me aupfe right wele 
TO Wom h peue mp trode albap frome 
Wele moche moze J ougit for to aupfe me 
To Whom J pene mp body for alwey 
G Warne pou wele it ts nochiloes play 
Wo take a pf Witfoute aupfement 
Open muft enqueren this ts mpn affent 
Wether (Ge Be Wife fobre or dronhlete 
Hn oute Goez o2 other Wepa ſhrewe 
H chide(ter oz a Waftez of thy gode 
Kiche o2 poure 02 of maners ode 
Hl Be it ſo that no man fynde (Halle 
None in this woꝛlde that trottith Gole in alle 
Me man ne Beeft fuche as men can deupfe 
Hut neuirtheleſſe tt onsite ynough fuffice 
With anp wif if ſo that ſhe hadde 
Mo thelbes fode than Gez ices Badde 
And al his afhithilepfeztoenquere = 
Foz fod it ote J Hane wept ful manp a tere 
Sul prpuetp fithen hadde a wif 
Pryſe who ſo Wpla Weddedmannystpf 
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Certayne ſ fynde it but coſt andcare 
And obſeruaunces of alle bliſſes Bare 
And pet fod wote mp nyghboures aboute 
And namely of Women many a route 
Sayn that IGaue the mooſt ſtedefaſt wif 
Andeke the mekeft one that Berithlpf —__ 
But J wote beſt where wringits memp ſho 
pe map for me right as pelphe d00 
Rup feti pou pe Bea man of atfe - 
Ho that pe entren into mariatfe 
And namelp With a pont wif anda fapre 
Bp him that made hatpz erthe and epre 
The pontfeft man that isin alle this route 
Is beſy proud to Bring it aboute 
ToGaue a Wif alone But truftith me 
pe fal nat plefen fez onfp peres thre 
Chis is to fap to do fez fuẽ plefaunce 
a wif afhits ful many ay obſeruaunce 
prap pou that pe Be nat eupl apaped 
wele quod this January and haue pe fapd 
Strawe for tip feneke and thy prouerbes 
Gcounte nat a panyexꝛ ful of herbes 
Df cole termes Wifer men thay thou 
Hs thou haſt herde hath ſentyd right nowe 
To mp purpoſe Placebo what fap pe 
(J fap Ge is a curſed man quod Ge 
Chat lettyth matromonpe fihertp 
Find With that woꝛde thep rpfen ſodenly 
Hnd Been affentyd anone that Ge (Golde 
Be Wedded tian him Cpft and where fe wolde 
High fantefp and the Befp cozfoufneffe 
Fro dap todap than in the foule impreffe 
Df hanuary aboute his mariagte 

n 
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any faire ſhappe and manp fatre Sifate 
— ith through his herte nyght by nyghht 
Hs Who fo toke amprzonre poliſſhed brite 
And fetitina comon market place ? 
Than ſhulde fe fe manp a fitture pace 
Bp thismproure andin the fame Wife 
Gan hanuary in With his thought denpfe 
SD f mapdens whiche duelled there beſide 
He Wilt nat where ſhe myght abyde 
ſtor if one Gadde Beaute in her face 
4 nothez ftont tn he peoples trace 
Foꝛ Ger fadnieffe and fez Benitinpte 
That of the people grete voyce Gadde fie 
Hund fom Were riche and had badde name 
But neuirtheleſſe bitwixt erneſt and game 
He at the laſt appoynted him in one 
And fete alle other fro his herte tone 
And choſe hez on his owne auctoryte 
forloue is blynde alday and map nat fee 
And whan Ge was in his bedde p Hrontiit 
He portrepedin Gis herte and in Gis thouthe 
fez freſſhe Beaute andGez ate tendre 
Hez mpoodel ſmalle her armesfong and ſtendre 
Heꝛ Wife gouernaunce and Ger tentpeneffe 
Her Womanlp beryng and Gez fadneffe 
And han Ge Was of fez condefcended 

m thouttht Bis choſe myght nat Be amended 
Fou WHan Ge Gim febueconcludedGadde 
Him thouttht eche other mannps Witte ſo hadde 
That impoſſible it Were fo2 to replpe 
Ayenſt Gis choyſe this was his fantefpe 
His frenodes fent he to at hisinftaunce 
And prayed them €o do him Hat plefaunce 
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Chat haſtely thep wolde tofimcome 
He wolde abridge theire laboure ale ſ ote 
Nedith no moze for him to ffonerpoe 
He has appopnted there He wolde abpde 
Placebo can and ehe fis frendes fone 
And alderfirſt Ge badde them atteaGone 
That none of them none argumentes fHofde make 
Apenft the purpos whiche that he hadde p tahe 
whiche purpos as plefaunt to god fapoe fe 
And Vertp grounde of bis profperpte 
He fapde ther was a mayden th the foun 
whiche that of beaute Gadde Grete tenoun 
Al Were it fo fhe was of fmatledetre 
Du ffifies him bez pout and Ger Beante , 
whiche mayde Ge fapde Ge wolde haue to Gig Wif Tolede in eafe and holyne ſſe histpf 
nd thanke tod that be myght haue Ge2 atte 
Chat no wight with Gis bliſſe parten ſhatle 
Gnd praped them to faBoure ty this nede 
nd ſhapey that be fayleth nat to ſpede 
And than he fapde hts fpprite was at ea ſe 
Chan is quod he nothing me map difpeefe 
Saue one thing prichith me mp confrience 
The whiche J wpe reGerfe th poute prefence 
pe haue herd fapde fut fong fitines agoo 
Chez map noman Gane parfice Biffes two 
This ts to fap ty erth andehe in Genpy 
Foꝛ though Ge hept Fim fro the fpnnes ſeuyn 
And eke from euery braunche of that tre 
petits there ſo parfyte proſperyte 
And ſogrete eaſe and kuſt tn mariage 
That euir Ham attaft now iy myn age 
That h (Gal lede now ſo mery a kyf 

tt im 
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So delicate withoute wo and ftrpf | 
Chat J fal Gave mp heuyn in erthe Gere 
Ffor fithen Serrp Geupy is Bought fo dere 
With triBulacion and ttrete penaunce 
How ſholde thep than that Cpue in ſuche pleſaunce 
As al Wedded men doon With thetre pues 
Come to the Bliffe there créft eterne on lyue is 
This is mp drede and pe mp Brethezn twey 
Aſſoyleth me this queftion § pou prap 
Guftinus whiche that hatyd his fol 
Aunſwerd anone right in Gis iapery 
nd for he wolde his long tate abridge 
$e Wolde none other auctozpte aledge 
But ſayde fiz tf the2 Be none oBftabpe 
D thez than this god of fis high mpracte 
And of his mercp map fo foz pou wirche 
Chat o2 pe haue portre rightes of holy chirche 
pe map repente of Wedded mannypstpf 
[in whiche pe fap there ts no Woo ne ſtryf 
nd cles fod forbede But if Ge ſent 
A Wedded man race him to repent 
wele oftez tathez than a fpngte man 
And therfore the beſt rede that J can 
Diſpeyreth pou nat But haue ty memorp 
{Oarauenture (Ge map be poure purgatory 
She map Be goddes mene and foddes whippe 
Than (Gal poure ſoule Sp toGeupn ſhippe 
> biftez than ay arowe doth oute of a bowe 
(J Gope to tod herafter (Gal pe hnotbe 
That there nps none fo grete felycite 
Vy mariage ne neuie none ſhalbe * 
That pou ſhattet of youre ſaluacion 
So that pe vſe it as ſayl is and reſon 
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Thetuftesof poure Wiftemporatlp  —- 
And that pe pleafe fez nat toamouronfep — 
And that pe kepe poueke fron others fpnne 
Opp taleisdone foz mp Wittetstipnne — 
Be nat agaſt Gerof mp dere Brother 
But let Hs Wade fro this matere to an other 
The Wif of Bathe if pe Fane vnderſtonde 
Df mariate whiche Ihaue ty honde 
Declared Gath ful tele ty Citel fpace 
Fareth now wele god Gaue pou in fis trace 
nd Wits this worde Ge With Gis Brothez 
Path take Bis leue and eche of them of otGer 
ffor whan thep farbe it muft nedes Be 
They Wrought ſo by ſtith and wife tretye 
That this mayde whiche that May hight 
Hs haſtely as entz that ſhe myght 
Shal wedded Ge vnto Januarye 
J trove it there you long to tarye 
If J pow tofde of euery eſcripte and Bonde 
Dp Wwhiche (he thas enfeoffed in Gis Cond 
Otheꝛ for to ferke of Gez riche arrape 
But fpnatlp comen is he dap 
That to the chirche Bothe Been hep went 
Foꝛ to refcepue the holy facrement poll 
Forth comets the preeft With (tole aBoute Gis neche 
Gnd Gadde fer Be Cphe Sarza and rebecke 
Gn Wifoome and trouthe of mariage 
And fapde fis ozpfons in Gis Sfate ) 
And croched them and Gadde god ſholde them bles 
And made al fikez ynough with holyneſſe 
Thus Been they weddid With ſolempnyte 
And at the feeſt ſytteth he and ſhe 
With other worthy folke Spon the deys 
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Ae fulte of iope and bliſſe is the pateps 
And ful of inftrumentes and Bptaple 
The mooft depntcousofalleptaple ss 
Bifoꝛn him (tode inftrumen tes of ſuche a foun 
That Orphus ne of Thebes amphiouy 
Me made neuie fuche a mefodpe 
Ht enerp courscamloude mpnftratcpe 
That nenizioab tromped foz to Gere 
Nepther the theomodas Half ſo clere 
Zt thebes whan the cpte asin doute 
Bachus the wyne the ſhenkith atle aBorte 
And Senuslougi Sponeuerp wight 
for Januarp Was Becomen heꝛ knyght 
End Wwolde bothe affapen his cozate 
Gn CiBertpe as ehe ty mariage 
And Wits Gez firebronde in fez honde aboute 
Daun fits Sifozn the Brpde and alle the route 
Bnd certapnly J daz weke fapn right this - 
Emenyus that God of weddyng is 
Sa we neuizin his lyf ſo mery Wedded man 
Holde thou thy peafe thou poete marcian 
That Writeft Bs that ifke a Wedding merp 
Of fez philolottzye and of him mercurype 
And of fontes that the mufes font 
To ſmalle is bothe penne and eke tony 
For to difcrpuen of this mariage — 
Wan tendre pouthe Gadde Wedded (Couppne age 
Chere ts fuche myrthe that it may nat Be writen 
Aſſay poure feCue and than map pe wytten 
Gf that cache oz none fy thie matere 
Map that ſittyth wits fobenptne chere 
Heꝛ tobe Goldenitfemethafayrpe 
Quene heſterloked neuiz with ſuche an epe 
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Dn affuere fo mehe aloke as ſhe 
J map pou tat deupfe al fez Beaute 
But thus moche of fez beaute telle map 
That fe Wastphe the Brigiemozolb of May 
srucfeered of al Beaute and of plefaunce 
This hanuary is ꝛaupſſhed in a traunce 
Zt euery tpme heloked on fez face — 
DButinGisherteseganhermanace 
That he hat nyttht in armes Wolde fez ſtreyne 
Harder than Parts eutz did Eleyne 
But neuirtheleſſe pet Gadde he grete pyte 
That that nyght offende fez muſt he 
And thouttht allas o tendre creature 
Now Wolde Hod pe mpage wele endure 
Al mp corage it is fo ſſarpe and hene 
Gat a gzaſt pe map tt nat ſuſtene 
But od Bozbede J opd alle mp myttht 
Mowe Wolde god it Were wove nyght 
Hnd that the nyght Wolde leſt euirmo 
G Wolde that al thispeople Wereato 
And fpnallp Ge doth alle hislaboure 
Hs Ge myghẽ Belt ſauyntt Gis honure 
To haſt thew fro the mete in ſubtel wife 
The tpme cas that reafon Was to rpfe 
And after that mendaunfedand dranhe faft 
And fpices alle aboute the Goufe hep caft 
And ful of cope and bliſſe is euery man 
Alle But a fquper that hittht Damyan 
whiche carft Bifoze the knyttiht many adap 
He Was fo ranafGed on hiskady May 
That foz the Serrp pepne Ge Was nytth wode 
Hemooft fe ſweltyd and ſwouned there He ftode 
So foze Gath Genus hurte Git With Gez Gronde 
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is (Gat {ie Bare tt daunfpnd ty he
r honde 

And tobis bedde Ge Went Him Gafte
tp 

Momoze of him at this tyme ſpek
eß 

Put Here Jette him wepe ynough 
and pleyn 

Tyt freſſe map Wpl rze we vpon Gis 
peyne 

o  perfous fyre that in the Bedftralve bredith
 

D famptier fo that his ferutce bedith 

O feruaunt traytoure fats homely he
we 

phe to the addre flit in boſom vntre w
e 

God {etd Hs atte from poure acqueyntaunce 

D January dronken tp pleſaunce
 

Df mariage. fe hou chat tip Damyan 

Thpn owne ſquyer and tip born man 

Entendith for todo the a belony 

(30d fraunte tie thyn homely foo to afpp 

Foz in this Woztde nps worſe peftitence 

Than an Gometp fo atdap tn thy vre
fence 

Parfourmed hath the ſonne his athe dyurne 

Ne kengere map the Boop of Gim fotouzne 

Dy the oriſont asin that latitude 

Mighe With fis mantel chat ts foderke and rude 

Can for to fpede the empfperp aboute 

Ffoꝛ Whiche departed is the fuftp ronte 

froGanuarp Witt thanke on euerp {poe 

Hore to theire houſes luſtely thep rpoe 

There as thep do thinttes as them Eft 

And When thep fe theire tpme they go to re
ft 

Sone after this haſtely this hanuary 

wolde to to Bedde fe wolde nolentere tary 

He drynkith ppocrace ckarrey and vernage 
Zind fpicesGote to encreſe His cozatfe 
And many a Cectuarp hadde fe ful fyne 

Suche as the curſed monke dan conftantpy 
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Hath writen in his bohe ofcoitt 
To ete them alle Ge wolde nothing eſcheu 
And thus tohis pryue frendes ſayde he 
402 goddes Coue as fone as it map Be 
Let Hopde al this houſe in curtefe Wife 
And thep Gaue done right as he wolde deupfe 
Men dronken andthe trauezs drewe anone 
Chis Brpde has brought to bedde as ſtylle as (tone 
And whan the bedde has with the preeft bleſſid 
Dute of the chambre Gath euery wight him oreffid 
And hanuary hath faft in armes take 
His freſſhe map His paradife hts make 
He lullith Gez Ge hiffies Gez ful ofte 
With the bryſſelles of His Berd vnſoft | 
Lphe to the fyynne of founde fyfſhe ſharp as Breve 
Foꝛ Ge Was ſhaue alle ne ibe in fis manere 
He rubbeth bez Spon Fez tendre face 
And fapoe thus alias § muft trefpace 
To pou mp fpoufe and pou gretly offende 
D2 tpme come that I wyl doun defcende 
But natfeteffe confidreth Wele quod fe 
Ther is no Wozkman What fo euez Ge Ge 
That map Worche wele and haſtely 
This Wofde Be do at fepfez parfpttp 
(itis no fozce fou Cong that the prep 
In tre we wedloke coupled Be We twey 
And bliſſed Be the poke that we Be in 
Foꝛ in oure actes We map do no ſyn 
Aman map do no fpnne with fis wif 
Ne Gurte him feCue With Gis one knpf 
Foꝛ Ibe haue feue to plep Bs By the lawe 
Thus lauborith fe tpl the dap Han da we 
And than Ge takith a ſoppe in fpnecarze 
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And Gp rise in Gis bedde ſitteth Ge | 
And aftez that Ge ſong ful Coude and clere 
And bkyſſith hie wif and makith Wanton cere 
He as al coltyſſhe and ful of ragerp 
And ful of iargon as is flicked pye 
The ſtache fhpnne aboute his necke ſhabith 
while that Ge ſong ſo chaunteth be and crakith 
But fod wote what map thought in her herte 
whan (Ge ſa we him Dp (pttpne tn Gis ſhert 
in Sis nyttht cappe and With Gis necke lene 
fe pryſeth nat Gis pleiyng woꝛth a bene 
Than Ge thus mp reſt § wol take 
Now dap iscome J map no lengre hake 
And doun fe lepde Gis hede and flepte tpl pryme 
Hndaftez han that fe fave hts tyme 
Vp riſeth Januarp But freſſhe map 
She holdith Fez chambre tpl the fourth dap 
As Sfatte is of pues for the Beft 
Foꝛ euery CaBoure fomepme mult Gane reft 
Oꝛ effesfont map Ge nat endure 
Chisis to fap nofpues creature 
Be it fyſſhe oz Bprde beſte o2 man 
Now WylI ſpeke of Wofulle Dampan 
Chat CanturetG for Coue as pe ſhal Gere 
Therfoꝛre ſ fpeke to Fim tn this manere 
Nfap o felp Datmpan atlas 
Hunf bere to this demaunde in his caas 
How (Gale thou chp ladp freſſhe May 
Telle thy woo ſhe wyl alwey fap nap 
Lhe if thou fpeke {Ge wot thy Wo be wreyn 
God Be tp helpe Fcan no bectre ſeyn 
Chis feehe Dampan in Benus grete fpze 
So brennyth athe dyech for defpre 



T° 

bd 

The Marchauntes Tale 

ffox whiche Ge puttyth Sistpfinatiendire — 
No kenttere myght he in thts Wife endure. 
But prpuctp a pennez tan he Bozolve 
And in a Cettze Wrote alle His ſoꝛowe 
Gn manez of acomplapnte oꝛ a Cap 
Vnto Fis freſſhe and faire Cadp may 
Andina purs of ſylke fing it on his fherte 
He Gath p putano p lepde tt on Gis herte 
Chat January Gath Wedded freſſhe map 
The mone that at none Was that dap 
Dute of Taure asin the Canhez ſtyden 
So long Gath mapus tn her chambre bydey 
As cuſtome is Brto thefe nobles alle - 
AGprde (Gal nat etpy in the halle 
Tplodates foure oz thre at the leſt 
Paſſed Be than Cette him to to feeft 
Che fourth dap complete fro none to none 
Whan that the bigs maffe as p done 
In Gatle fat this Januarp and May 
Gs freſſhe as is the Bright fomeres dap 
Bnd fo Bef pl that tits gode man 
Reme mBrith him Spon thts Damyan 
And fapde feint marp Gold map thee 
Chat dampan entendith nat to me 
she ap feek ozGolbmap this betyde 
His ſquyer Whiche that (Code him beſyde 
Excuſed him Bicaufe of fis feekneffe 
Whiche Cettith him todofhisBefpneffe 
None other caufe myttht make him to tarp, 
That me forthinketh quod thts January 
Heisagentpl(qupe26pmptroutie 
If that he dpedtt Were Garmeandroutfe * 
Hie is Wife difcrete Foneft and fecre - 
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As anp man J Wote of Gis degre 
And therto manlp andehe ferupfable 
And for to Be a thriftp man right able 
But after mete as fone aseutz J map 
J Wpe mp ſelue Sifpte him and map 
C0 do him al the comforte that Gcan 
And for hat worde him Bliffedeuerp man 
Chat of his Gountpe and of Gis gentylneſſe 
He Wolde focomfozte in fereneffe 
His ſquyer for it asa Hentpe dede 
ame quod this Januarp take gode Fede 
That after mete pe With poure Women alte 
whan pe haue Be ty chambre oute of thishatle 
Chat alle pe go to fe this Dampan 
C0 d0 him dt ſporte he isa gentyl may 
And tellith thats wyl him difpte 
Haue § nothing But reftpo me a lyte 
And (pede pou faft for 3 wolabyde 
Cyt that pe flepe faft Bp mp ſyde 
And with tits worde fe tan to fir calle 
H ſquyer that as marfiial of bis Batte 
End tolde Gin certapn thinges What be wolde 
Chis freſſhe map hath ſtreight Ger Wep holde 
with alle Gez Women vnto this da inpan 
(own Bp Gis Bedde ſyde anone fat fGe Gan 
Commfoztpny fim as toderp as (fe ma y 
Chis da myan whan be his tyme ſay 
Gn pryuy wiſe his purſe and che Gis Bye 
Gh whiche thathe Writer hadde alfe Gis wyt Hath put into fez honde withouten moze 
Saue that fe ſighed rie wonderly fore 
dnd ſoftly to fez right thus ſayde he 
Mercy and that pe difcouez nat me 
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For J ain dede if that this thing Be kyd 
Chis Sp? had ſhe in heꝛ boſom hyd 
And wente fez wey pe fet nomoze of me 
Vnto Jjanuarp comyn there is (fe 
And on jis beddes fpoe fat ful fofte 
He tahiti bez and kyſſith bez ful of €. 
He lepde him douy tofiepe and that anone 
She fepnedtezasthat ſhe muſt one 
There as pe Wote euery Wight muſt nede 
And whan (Ge of this bylle hath take hede 
She rente it alle tocloutes and at the laſt 
In the pryue ſoſtly fieGathitcaft — 
Ifo ſtudieth no but fayre freſſhe map 
Hnd doun Gp olde Ganuarp ſhetay 
Chat flept tpl the cobs hath him a waked 
Anone he prayed fez to (tripe fez naked - 
He wolde of fez he fapode baue fom plefaunce 
He fapde Fez Lothesdpd him encumbraunce 
Hund ſhe oBepeth Be fGekeefoziotie 
But keſt that precious forke With me Se wrothe 
Hon that Ge wrought J daz pou nat tefle 
Oꝛ Wietiie2 Ger thought it paradife oz helle 
But Ilette them wirche ty thetre Wife 
Cpleupnfontand hat hep muft arpfe 
Were it by deſtyne o2 Bp auenture 
ere it by infruence o2 Bp nature 
Dz conſtillacioun that in ſuche aftate 
Tie Heupn ftode that tpme fortunat 
was for to put a byl ty benus Wezhes 
Foꝛ able thing Hath tyme as fapen tlerkes 
To any Woman foz to ffete fez foue 
Gcan nat fap Gut the trete god aboue 
That knowith that noneactetscaufetes 

ot 
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He demeth at for J wyl holde mp peafe 
But ſoth it is hou that this freſſſe map 
Hath take ſuche impreſſioun that day 
Df ppte of this feke man Damyan 
That fro fez Gert ſhe tt orpue ne can 
The vememBraunce for to do him eaſe 
Certapn thought ſhe whom this thing diſpleaſe 
GGere reche nat him aſſure | | 
Toloue Fim Geft of anp creature | 
Thoutth fe nomoze Gadde than his ſhert 
Lo ppte rynneth fone tn gentylherte 
Herve map pe Gere Fou excellent fraunchife 
(In Women ts whan thep then narowe aupfe 
Sone tprannt ther is as thez Be many one 
That hath an Gerte as hard as anp ftone 
whiche wolde haue Cet him ſterue in the place 
wele rather than haue graunted him grace 
And them retopfen tn theire cruel pryde 
And recked nat to be an homycyde 
This ttentyl map fulfilled of al pyte 
Kittht fo of fez fonde a lettre made ſhe 
Gn WGiche (Ge graunted Gin fez Serap grace 
Cher Cackith nouttht Gut onlp dap and fpace 
where that fhe mytiht to hisluſt fuffife 
for tt ſhal Be ritht ashe Wol deupfe 
nd whan ſhe ſawe Ge2z tyme Spon adape - 
Co Sifpte this Dampan Hoth this fref[tie map 
And ſubtelly a lettre down (fe thrifte 
Vnore Gis pylowe rede it if him lyſt 
ie tahith him Bp the houde and herd him twyſt 

So ſecretly that noman it wyſte 
And badde him be alle hole and forth ſhe went 
To hanuary whan that Ge for Ger ſent 
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Wp riſeth dampan the neve moꝛowe 
At paffed Washisfekenesandfisfozobe 
He hemBieG him and propneth dim and pphité 
He doth af that His Cadp Cuft and liketh 
And ehe to fanuarp Ge goth as lowe 
Aseuiz dpd a dotge for the bowe 
He ts foplefaunt to euery man 
Foꝛ craftis alle who fo that it can 7 
That euerp wight ts fapne to ſpeke him ode 
And fullp ty the Cadies Grace He ſtode : 
TChuslet Jdampan aGoute his nede 
And ty mp tale forth (J wyl procede 
Some cerhes Golden that felprite 
Stondith in delyte and therfore certapn Ge 
Chis noble hanuary With atte his mpyfic 
(In Honeft Wife aslongith toa hupufe 
Dope him tolpue ful delicion ſty 
His houſyng his arrape as honeſtly 
To his degzre was made as a byngtes 
Hmong other of his honeſt thinges 
He hadde a gardeyn Walledalle with (tone 
So fapre a gardeyne wote J nolbfere none 
Foꝛ oute of doute J Berilp fuppofe 
Chat Ge that Wrote the romapnes of the Rofe 
Ne coude of it the Beaute Wele deuyſe 
Ne priapus ne myght nat fuffife 
Thoutth he Be Hod of gardeyns for to tele 
The Beaute of the gardyn and the Welle 
Chat ftode Dndre alaurez alibep Yrene 
ful oft tyme hing pluto and fis quene 
Proferppna and alle her feprpe 
Difportenthemandmakemelodpe 
AGoute that Welle and daun fed ag inen tolde 
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This noble hupuie Gis hanuary the ofde 
Suche depnte hath in tt to Walken and to plep 
That Fe wolde ſuffre no Wight to Gere the key 
Zaue Ge Fim fetue for of the finale wyket 
He Bare al wey of fpluez aclphet : 
with the whiche whay Fe lyſt vnſhytte 
And whan Ge wolde pape his wif his dette 
Gn fomez feafon thider wolde he go 
And map Gis wif and no wight but thep two 
nd hinges Hat Were nat doa bedde 
He in the gardeyn parfourmed it and fped 
Andin this wiſe many a merp dap 
Lpuen this January and freſſhe map 
But Worldlp iope map uat alwey enoure 
Toanuarp ne nowozldlpcreature 
O foden happe o thou fortune vnſtable 
Lphe Suto the fcozppon fodecepuable 
That flaterſt With chy hede When thou Witt ſtyng 
Thy tayle is deth through pnenuenpmpng 
LD brotyl ioye o thou ſuete poyſon queynte 
O tohu monftez that ſubtelly canft peynte 
Thy tif tes nore hewe of ſtedefaſtnes 
Chat thou decepueft Bothe moze and feffe 
why Gaft hou January thus defcepued 
That haddeſt him for tip frende reſceyned 
And nol thou haſt Beraft bothe Gis epen 
Foꝛr fozolbe of whiche he de ſireth todpen 
Allas this lanuarp that is fo fre 
Ampyd his Cult and Gis profperite | 
is nolb Woven blynde and that al fodentp 
He wepeth andGe wayleth pptouflp 
And therlbithatee the fpre of elouſye 
eft that Gis wif ſhalle falin fome folye 
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So Brent Gis Gert hat he wolde fapne 
That foe man bothe Gin and Gez Gadde flapue 
Foz neuiz after his deth ne his lyf 
Me Wolde fe that ſhe Were Cone ne Met : 
But enirlpue asa widowe ty clothes Blake 
Sool as the turtyl hat Gath Coft fez make 
But at the Caft after a moneth o2 twey 
His ſoꝛowe Fan to ſwage ſoth to fep 
Foꝛ Ge wyſt it map tone other Be 
He pacientlp toke bis aduerſite 
Saue oute of doute may he nat foꝛttoon 
Chat Ge ne Was tefous eutrmoze in con 
whiche teCoufpe it as fo outrageous 
That neithe2 ty Galle ne ty other hous 
Ne in none otfez place neutz the moo 
He wolde fuffre bez foz to ryde ne tho 
Hut if that be hadde honde on fez ak wey 
Foꝛ whiche ful ofte wepyth freffie map 
Chat loueth Damyan fo tenderly 
Chat ſhe muſt other dpe ſodenly 
Oꝛ elles ſhe muſt haue him at herleſte 
She wayteth whay fez Gert wolde to breſt 
Vpon that other ſyde this damyan 
Becoinen ts the ſoꝛoufulleſt man 
Chat eutz as for netthez nyght ne dap 
Me myght Ge fpeke a worde With freffie map 
Gs of Sis purposof none fuche mateze 
But tf that January muftit Gere y 
Chat hadde an honde Spon fez eutrmo' 
But neuirtheleſſe by Writpnts to and fro 
And prpue ſignes wyſt Ge What fie ment 
And ſhe knewe of the fame his entent 
O Januarp iat myght it the auayle 

o m 
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Thoutth Hou mytzhtyſt fe as fez as (Hip doth ſayle 
for as trode blynde ig decepued to Be 
Hs to Be defcepued IoGan aman map ſe 
Lo argus Wwhiche at Gadde in hundreth eyen 
Foz al that enizGecoude ponre ozprpen 
pet was he Brent aud fod ote fo Be mo 
Chat Wenpn Wele that it is no thing fo 
Paſſe ouniz this and eafe J fap nomoꝛe 
Chis freſſhe map of whiche J fpake of poze 
Gn warm Wey Gath prentpd this clphee 
Chat Januarp Gaaz of the {mate bphket 
Bp whiche Suto his gardeyn oft fe went 
Aud Dampan that knee fez entene 
The cleket countrefetpd prpuclp 
There is nomoꝛe to fap But haſtely 
Soine wondre bp this cephet (Gal be tyde 
whiche pe (Gal Gere if pe wyl abyde 
O noble oupoe ſoth ſayeſt thou tod wote 
what ſtight it is thougd it Be Cong andfote 
Chat he npl fpnde it onte in fome manere 
Wp prpamus and tyſby map men Gere 
Though thep Were hept ſtreyt Cont ouie alle 
Thep Been accorded rownyntt through a walle 
Chere no Wight conde Gaue founde fuche a ſlight 
But nod to purpos 02 that daies epee 
Were paffedoz the monet of Jupl Befplte 
That January Gath cauttht fo grete a wylle 
Through egttyntt of bis Wif him for to prep 
in Gis gardeyn and no Witte Buc they twey 
Chat ty a moꝛowe Gnto this map fapde Fe 
Kyſe Sp mp wif myloue mp Cadp fre. 
The turteles Sopce J Herd mp fpoufe fete 
Cie Wpntez is tone With Gis rap nes Wete 
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Comme foꝛth Wit thyn eyn columbyne 
Now faprer Been thy eyen than is wyne 
The gardeyne is cloſedal aboute 
Come forth mp ſwete ſpouſe oute of doute 
Thou haſt me wounded in myn herte o wyf 
No ſpot of the ne knewbe Jin al mylyf 
Come foꝛth and let Bs take oure dtfpozte 
Ichees the for mp wyf and foz mp comfozte 
‘Suche ofde Lede hordes vſedhe 
Dy dampana fittue made ſhe 
Chat Ge ſholde go Bifozne with fis cleket 
Chis Dampan bath opned the Mphet 
Hndin Ge ftert and that tw ſuche manere 
That no hight myttht it fee ne Gere 
dnd (tpife Ge fat Snoze a buſſhe anone 
Chis lanuarpisBepndeasisaftone 
With map ty his honde and no Wight moo 
(iy to this freſſhe gardeyn is Ge Goo 
Hndclapped to the Wphket ſodenly 
Mow Wif quod Ge Gere nps But thouandg 
Chat art tie creature that § Beft loue 
$fo2 Bp tliat Lorde that ſytteth Ss al aboue 
‘Gadde leuyr right noe dpe ona knp 
fan the offenden mpn olvne dere wyf 
froz goddes fake thynke hou h the chefe 
Nat for couetp fe ne otheꝛ gode doutles 
ut ontp foz tiie foue J hadde tothe 
And though that J Ge ofde and map nat fe 
Be tonic tre we ands wyl tel the why 
Certes thre thintes ſhucde pe wynne therby 
Firſt Coue of criftand to poure ſelue honouꝛe 
And alle myn Gerttatge bothe toun and toure 
Vpeneit poumahith charters as youlyſt 

o im 
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This (Gal Gedo to morowe o2 the fonne riſte 
Sowifely god mp foute brynge to blys 
HndJ prap pou of coucnarune pe me kpffe 
And thoutth J Be ielous wyte me nought 
pe Ge fo depe prynted ty mp thouttht 
That whan J confidre poure Beaute 
And ther with al che Hnlphlp eld of me 
Gmap natcertes thougt 9 ſhulde ope 
Foꝛbere to Geen oute of poure companye 
Foꝛr Serrp Cone this ts Withouten doute 
Now kypffe me wyf andlet Hs roume aboute 
Chis freſſhe map whan (Ge the Wordes herde 
Benpttnelp to januarp aun ſwerde 
But fir(t and forward ſhe began to Wepe 
(Gane quod fGe a foute foz to, kepe 
Hs wele as pe and alfompn honoure 
And of mp wifhode that tendre floure 
whiche chat J Gaue affured ty poure Gonde 
Wiah that the preeft to pou mp Bodp Bonde 
wherfore Iwyl aunſwere ty his manere 
With the Leue of pou mp lorde fo dere 
(i prap to fod that neutz dalbe that dap 
That J ne fterue as foule as oman may 
Gf euir J do tomp kpnne that ſhame 
D2 elles that J empepre fo mp name 
Chat (j Be fals and if I do that lacke 
Do ſtripe me and put me in a ſacke 
nd tn tiie next rpuez do me drenche 
Gama tentpl Woman and no wynche 
why fpehe pe thus But men Be euir Sntrve 
And women Gane repreef of pou ap newe 
pecan none otfezcomunpcactoun Gf. 2 
But (pche toLs of Intruſt and Ls repreve 
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And with that worde fie ſawe where Dampan 
Satina buſſhe and knele Ge bettan 
And With bez fyntters fitnesmade ſhe 
Chat dampan (olde clpmbeHponatre 
That charted as With frute and vp Fe Went 
ffo2z veryly Ge bnewe al fez entent 
Andeuerp ſittne that (Ge coude make 
wele Bet than January Fez one make 
Foꝛ in a Lettre ſhe Gadde tolde Gin af 
Df this matere how Ge wirche (Galle 
And thus 9 let him (pein the perpe 
And fanuarp Wied map roumpne merp ai 
§ Kitght as the fonne and Blewe the firmament 

Phebus of golde doune bis Beames Gated ſent 
To Hladen euery fCoure With Gis warmneſſe 
He Was Hat tpine in geminis as h geſſe 
But lytel frobis deckynacioun 
Df Cancez iouis exaltacioun 
And foit fyl in a britht mozolbe tyde 
That in the Harden on the ferther ſyde 
Pluto thatis hing of the feprpe 
Hnd many a lady ty Gis companp 
FoloWint his wif the quene proferppne 
Gche after otfer right as any lyne 
whiles that ſhe gadred floures in a mede 
(In cCaudpan pe map the ſtoryes rede 

How in His Herp felp carte Ge Ger fette 
Thishput of feprpe adoun him fette 
VPpoy a benche of turues fayre and rene 
And rittht anone ſayde Ge thus to fis quene 
My Wtf quod he ther map no wittht fap nap 
Che evpertence fo proueth it euery dap 
The treafon Whiche that Women do to man 
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Ten hundreth thouſand tellen J can 
LE nfamptes and of poure Sutroutie a brotylneſſe 
D Salamon Wife and richeft of alle richeſſe 
Srulfilted of faptence and of worldly glory 
Wele worthy Be thy wordes tn memozp 
To euery Wiese that wyt and reafoncan 
Thus pryſeth Ge pet the Bounte of nan 
Hmong a thouſand men pet fonde J one 
But of alle omen pet fonde Ge neniz none 
Thus ſayd the hing that ſo hnowith ponz Wikednes. 
HndGefus filius Strack as J geſſe 
Me fpehitG of pou But ſeldyn renerence 
A wylde fpre anda corrupte petit: nce 
So falle on poure Bodies pet to nyght 
Ne fe pe nat this honourable bnyght 
Bicaufe allas that Ge is blynde and olde 
His olbne man (Hal make tim cohecotde 
Lo Where Ge fitte th thelichoure ty the tre 
Now Wolf rannte of mp mageftpe 
Vnto this olde blynde worthy knyttht 
That Ge ſhal Gane attayn his eyen ſitiht 
whan Gat his wif wolde do him vbelony 
Than ſhal he hnotbe alle Ge2 herlotry 
Bothe tn repreef of heꝛ and otfhez no 
pe (Gal quod Proferpina and Wil pe fo 
Nob Bp mp modris foute fir J ſwere 
That § (Gat pene Fez fuffictaunt aun(were 
And al women after foꝛ Fez fake | 
Th outs they Be ty any gylt p tabe 

| With face Golde thep (Gal them fetue excuſe 
And Gere him doun that wolde ther accuſe 

| fozlache of annf there none of ther ſhal dyen 
El hadde he feen a thing with bothe his eyen 
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pet ſhal We Women fo Difatte ie fardelp 
And Wepe and fibere and chide ft pea 
So that pe men (Gal Be as lewde as tees 
what reckith me of poure auctozitees 
J Wote wele this ſewe thts Salatnon 
ffonde of Bs Women mo foules than one 
But thoutth Ge ne fonde nogode woman 
pet Gave ther founde manp a notfez man 
Women fulle true ful gode and vertuous 
wytnes of them that duelle in criſtes houſe 
with martyrdome they preuyd theire conſtaunce 
The Romapne feftes che make remembraunce 
Df many a erp true wif alfo 
But fiz ne Be nat wrothe alſo 
Al outs tie fapde Ge fornde no ode oman 
Gprap pou take the fentence of the man 
He ment hus that in fouerapneSounte 
Nps none But Hod that ſitteth in trinyte 
Ey for Derp God that nps But one 
What make pe fo moche of Salamone 
What thougth fe made a temple goddes houſe 
what though Ge Were riche and gloryus 

~ So made he eke a temple of fatfe goddes 
Hold myttht he doa ching that moze forBode is 
Parde as fapze as pe his name enplaftre 
He has a lechoure ande ke an ydolaſtre 
End in Gis elde be Serzp God fozrfoke 
Gndif fod ne Gadde as fapeth the Boke 
p(pared for fis faders fake Ge ſholde 
Kaue Coft his rettine rather than Ge wolde 
G pene right nought of alle the Sefonp 
Chat Ge of Women writeth a Butter ſlye 
Yama Woman nedes I mult fpehe 
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Dz elles {Welle tpl mp herte to Breke 
fFo2 ſithen pe fap that we Ge iangelereſſes 
Hs euir J mot Broke hole mp treffes 
J (Gal nat {pare nove for nocurtefpe 
To fpeke Fim Garme that wolde hs velony 
Dame quod thts pluto Be nefentfere wrothe 
(J pene it Bp But fithen § (were myn oth 
Chat a wyl graunte him Gis ſight agepn 
My Worde ſhal (Conde ſ fap poucertapn - 
Yam abpnttit fptteth me nat tolpe 
Gnd J aquene quod fie of the feprpe 
shez aunfWere ſhal fFeGaue J Sndertahe 
Let Vs no moo Wozrdes Gerof make 
Forſoth J wyl pow no lentfere contrarp 
Now lee SsturneagapntoGannarp 
Chat ty the ttardeyn With Gis freffie map 
Syngeth fulmerper Gan the pppyngeay 
pou loue § Beft and ſhal and other none 
So font aBoute the aleys is he tone 
Tyl be Was come apenft that ike perp 
where as thts Damyan ſytteth fulmerp 
And high among the freſſhe Ceups grene 
Chis freſſhe map that ts fo bright and ſhene 
Gan for to ſigh and ſayde allas mp {pode 
Mow fir quod fie for auttht that map Betpde 
YJ mut Gane of the perps that Gi fe 
D2 I muft dpe fo fore kongith me 
To ete of the finale perps Grene 
Helpe for heꝛ Cone that ts of heuyn quene 
Hi tetle pou wele a oman in my plpte 
Opap haue in frute fo grete an appetpte 
Chat fie map dpeBut fheofithaue 
Atlas quoo he hat J ne Gadde Gere a hnaue 
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That conde clymbe alfas atlas quodse 
But 3 am blynde pe fir no force quod fife 
But Wolde pe bouchſauf for goddes fake 
The perp Within poure armes for to take 
ffoz wele J wote that pe myſtruſt me 
Chan (Golde | ckymbe Were ynough quod ſhe 
SoU my fete myght fet Spon pore Sake 
Certes quod he therof fiat Be nolake 
Myttht h pou helpyn With mp Gerte blode 
He (Coupith Coun and on Gis Bake (He (tode 
And cautit her Bp a twiſtte and Gp (he gothe 
Ladies pray pou Be nat Wrotfe | 
Ican nat glofe § an a tude man 
And fodentp anone this dampan 
Gan pulle dp the fmoke and in Ge irony 
And whan that pluto fave that Wrong 
To hanuary paue apen Gis ſittht 
And made him fe as Wele as eut2 Ge myttht 
And Wien chat he had cautit Gis ſight agayn 
Ne Was no man of hing fofapne 
But on bts wif Gis thought Was euizmo 
Vp to the tre Ge caftith his epen to 
Gnd ſawe how dampan fis wif Gath dreſſed 
Jn fuche manez it map nat be expreſſed 
But if § Wolde fpeke Sucurtefep 
SD ute hekpe allas Garzowwe Ge tan crpe 
D ftronte lady Goze What doft thou 
And fhe aunfWered fiz what apleth port 
Haue pactence and reafon in youꝛe mpnde 
(Gane pou fofpen of bothe poure epen blynde 
Vp pereLof mp foule J (Halle nat lien 
As ine was taught to Hele with poure epen 
Was no thing Sette to make pon to fe 
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Than for to ftrotfpl With a man ina tre 
God Wote J dpditin ful gode entent 
Strogyl quod he. pe alGate in tt ent 
God pene pou bothe a ſha mys det to dpen 
He dyd right fog ſawe te with myn epen 
And elles J Be hangedby the hals : 
Thay is quod ſhe mp medicpne fals 
for certaynly tf pe myght fee 
pe wolde nat fap thefe wordes to me : 
pe Gaue fome glemyſyntt and no pezfpte ſight 
(J fe quod Ge af Wele as ents J mpafit 
Thanked Be tod With Both mpn epen tho 
And by mp trouthe me thought Ge dpd fo 
pe maas trode fpz quod ſhe : 
Chis Hanhe have J foz J made pou fee 
Allas quod ſhe hat euiꝛ J has fokpnde 
Now dame quod he lat al paffe oute of mpnde 
Come doune mp leef and if I Gaue myſſayde 
God helpe me foas J am euplapaped 
But Bp mp fadre foute j Went haue ſeyn 
Pol that this dampan Gadde Gp the leyn 
And that thp finoke tie Cepde Spon Gis breeſt 
pe fir quod fie pe map Wene as pe left 
But fit quod fhe a man that Wahith of Fis ſlepe 
He map nat fo fodenlp take kepe | 
Wypon a thing ne feit ſo parfytly 
Cpl that he Ge wele ada wed veryly 
Kight foa man hat Cont blynde hath Ge 
Ne map nat fodentp fo fone wele fe 
Firſt Whan Gis ſigtht is compy agapne 
As fe that hath a dap o2 tibepne p fepn 
Cpl that poure fight p ſatekyd be a white - 
Chet map ful many a fight pou begyke 
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BHelvaaz § prap pou for By heuyn hint 
Fulle many aman Wenyth to fe a thine 
And petitisal another than it femeth — 
He that mpfconcepueth oft mys demeth 
And With that worde foe fept fro the tre 
This Ianuarp Whois gladde Fut Ge 
He bp fit Fez and clepith Gez fulle oft 
And on Gez wombe he ſtrilꝛith bez fut ſoft 
Hnd to his paleps Gome Ge Gath fez ladde 
Now gode men J prap pou Be merp and Gladde 
Thus endith Sere mp tale of fanuarp 
God bliſſe Ss alle and his modre Mary 

Here endith the marchauntes tale 
And folowith the Squpers profogue 

0 Pre Fooft in his ſtiroppes ſtondith anone 
And fapde godemen herkneth euerichone 

This was a (Harpe tale for he nones 
Diz pariffie preeft quod Ge for goddes Bones 
Celis a tale as Was thy fozWward pore 
Gfe wele thatlaBouzedineninfore 
Lnowe moche thing by goddes dig¢upte 
Che parfon him aunſwerd benedicite 
What ayleth the man fo ſin fully to ſwere 
Mure Hooft aunſwerde ofankpn Ge pe there 
I fmelfe a Coffere in the wynde quod Ge 
Mow gode men quod oure hooſt ferknetG me 
Abydith for goddes digne paſſioun 
Foꝛ we ſhal haue now a predicacioun 
This lollare wyl preche vᷣs here fombfat 
May Bp mp fadre ſoule hat ſhak he na 
Dapoe the Squyez. he ſhal nat here preche 2° 
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He (Hat no goſpel gloſe Gere ne teche 
We keue alin the Grete god quod he 

fre pe fowe f om — 
Dz ſpryngen cohpl tn oure clene corn 
And — Gooft 3 warne the Biforn 
App ioly Bodp Gala tate tele _ 
And h ſhalre ckynke pou a ioly belle | 

That it ſhal Wakpn alle thiscompanp 
But it fal nat Be of philoſophy | 
Ne of phyſtias ne termes queynte of Calbe. 
Chere is But lytel latyn ty mp mabe 

Here endith the fqupers prologue 
And here betzynneth his Tale 
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That noble k pntt ascleppd Cambuſcan 
whiche in Fis tpme Was of fo grete renoun 
Chat ther has nowhere ty no rettioun 
Soevcelient alorzde an alle thing — 
He Cached naught that Congedtoahpnt 
As of the fecte of Whichefe wasBozn 
He hepte Hislap to whiche fe Was ſworne 
And therto he was hardy Wife and riche 
Pptous iuſt and al wey ylyche | 
Soté of his worde benygne and honourable 
Df his coꝛage as anp centez ftabee 
pont freſſhe ftrontt ty armes deftrous 
Hsanp bacheler duelling tn Gis houſe 
A fapre perfone fe was and fortunate 
And hept alwey fo wele rpatte eftate 
Chat there as nowheꝛe fuche a man 
This noble kyntt this tartpz Cambuſcan 
He Hadde tho fonnes on alphete Gis wy 
Df Whiche the efdeft Fight atyarfpf 
That other fonne WwasclepedcamBallo 
A doutiter Gadde this worthy hing alſo 
Chat ponteft has and hight Canace 
But for to telle pou of fez Beaute 
It lyth nat in mp tontfe ne tn mp connputy 
(J daz nat take on me fo figs a thing 
And alfo mpnengep ie eke is infufficien€ 
It muft Ge a clerke anda retour excellent 
Chat hneWe the cofoures onting to Gat arte 
(If J (Golde diſcryue her in enerp parte 
Jaw no ſuche J muſt fpeke asi can 
And fo befyl this camBufcan 
a twenty wynter Born his dyademe 

She Went fro yere to yere y deme 
pt 
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He lect the fete of Gis natiupte 
Done crp through oute Sarap thecyte 
The tat Gous of Marche aftez the pere 
Phebus the fonne ful ioly as and clert 
froz fe Was nygh Gis evattactoun 
Gn martis fate and in his manſioun 
(In artes the Gotecoferphe ſitne 
sulluftp was the Wether and benylne 
for whiche the foulesapenft the fonne fGen 
what for the feafon and the pong grene 
fful Coude fone theire affectiouns 
Them ſemed togettyn them protectfouns 
Apenſt the ſwerde of Wpntez hene and colde 
This camBufcan of Whiche J pou tolde 
An rpalle veſtmentes fat on Gis deps 
With dyademe ful Hiss in Gis pateys 
And helde his feft fo folempne and riche 
That in His Worlde has there none it liche 
Df whiche if ſ (Golde teLal the aray * 
Than Wolde tt occupye a ſomeres dap 
And eke it neditG nat to deupſe 
At euery cours the ordre of theire ſeruyſe 
A wyl rat telle of theire ſtrauntte ſe wys 
Ne of theire ſwannys ne of theire heronſe wes 
he tn Hat Conde as tellen anyghtes olde 
Gs ſome mete that is ful depnte Golde 
That in this Conde men reche of it But ſmalle 
Thereis no man hat map repozrten alle 
§ Wol nat tary foz itis prpme 
And for itis no frute Butfoffe of tyme 
Vnto mp firft tale Wot Gane mp recours 
And fo befyl that after the thridde cours 
While thts hypnt (at Ghusin bis nobleye 
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Herknyng fis mynſtralles theire hintes plep 
Bifoꝛn him at Gis Borde defictoufep — 
(Jn at tie Gaffe doze al ſodenly ‘ 
There cam a knyght Spon a (tede of Braffe 
And in Gis honde a Brode mprzout of glas 
VPpoyh Gis thomBe Ge Gadde of golde a ryntt 

And Gp fis fpde anaked ſwerde hanging 
And Gp Ge rydeth to the high Borde 
(in al the Galle ne Was there fpokea worde 
for meruapte of this bnyght him to beholde 
Hnd bifelp thep wayten pont and olde 
The ftraunge hupubt that cam ſo fodentp 
Alarmed faue fis hede ful richely 
SatuptG kyntt quene and Cordes alle 
By o2dre as thep (ptten tn the Galle - 
with fo Figs renevence and obeyſaunce 
Hs Wele in fpeche astpcountenaunce 
That Galen With his ofde curteſye 
Tbough Ge Were come attayn oute of faprpe 
Me coude him amende With a Wo2de 
Hnd aftez his bifore the high Borde 
He With manky Sopce fapde his meſſattze 
Aftez the fourine Dfed ty Gis langatte 
withoute Spce of ſilkable oz fettre 
And for Sis tale ſhulde feme the bettre 
Accozdaunt to fis woꝛdes has Gis chere 
Hs techith arte of ſpeche thes that it Cere 
Al be it that G can nat ſounde Gis ſtyle 
Ne Fay natckymbe on fo high a ftple 
Chan fap 9 thus to the comonentent 
Thus mocic amounteth alle that he ment 
Sf it fo Be that J haue tein mpnode 
He ſayde the byng of azabye and of pnde 

P» 
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My Cictte Corde on this ſolempne dap 
Salupth pou as Ge beſt cay aud may 

And fenditG pow Gonoure at poure feſt 
Bp me that am al redp at poure heſt 
Chis ftede of braſſe that ea ſily and wele 
an ty Ge ſpace of a dap naturcl 
This is to fap in foure and twenty Goures 
Wfiere por kyſt ty droughte o2 tp (Houres 
Bere poure body into euery place 
Co whiche youre herte Wptneth for fo pafe 
withonte Wer of pou through foule oꝛ fayre 
O rif yxou kyſt to fle as high tn the eyre 
Hs doth an ettle whan himtyſt to fore 
This fame ſtede ſhal Bere pou euirmoze 
withoute harme tplve Be there pe lyſt 
Thougtth that pe feepe on Gis Backe or reſt 
And turne agayn With Weping of a pyn 
He that it wrought conde many a ttyn 
He Wapted manp a conſtellacioun 
Oꝛ that Ge hadde wrought his operacioun 
Andknewe many aſeale and many a bonde 
This mprzoure ehe that J haue in myn honde 
Hath fuche a myght that men map in it fe 
whan thez (Hal falle anp aduerfite | 
Vnio poure reine oꝛ Unto poure felue alſo 
And opentp who is poure frende 02 foo 
Bnd oniz al histf any lady bright 
Had ſet her ferton anp manez hnpHfe 
Gf Ge Be fats ſhe ſhal his treafon fe 
His newe Coue and alle Gis ſubteltye 
Doopentp that her ſhal no thing hyde 
wherfoꝛe apenft thisluſty fomers tpde 
This mprzoure and thts rynt as pe map fe 
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He ſent hath to my lady Cenace 
youre excellent doughter that is here 
The bertue of this rynge tf pe wol here 
Gs this, if that tt tpt ez foꝛ to were 
Don fez thomBe o2 in Fez purfeit Bere — 
There is no foute that fleeth Snore heuyn 
Chat ſhe ne (Halle vnderſtonde fis fteupy 
Gnd knowe fis menyng opentp and playn 
And aunſwere him in fislangageagapn | 
Hud euerp gras that growith Spon the rote 
Sie foal bnowe and whom it Wofdo bote 
Al Be his wounde neutz fodepe oz pode 
This naked fiverd that hangith Bp my ſyde 
Suche Sertue hath Chat what man pefmpte. 
Through oute Gis armure it wol herue and Byte 
Were it as thicke asa braunched oke 
And What may is Wounded With tie ſtroke 
He ſhalle nent Be hole tpl pe lift of trace 
Co ftephe him With the platte tn the fame place 
C Gere fe is hurt that is as mekyl to fapn 
pemuft with the plat ſwerde agapn 
Strphe Fim tn the wounde andit Wol cloſe 
This is Serzp ſoth withouten gloſe 
Gt fayleth nat whiles it isin youre holde 
And tian the knyght Gadde thus his tale tolde 
He rode oute of the halle and doun Ge Cishe 
His ftede whiche that fGone as the ſonne bright 

Ston dith ty the courte ſtylle as anp ftone 
This kupHit into the cha mbre is led anone 
Andis Suarmed and tomete p fette 
The pref entes Ge right richelp fette 
This is to fap the {herd and the mprzoure 
Been born anone to the high toure 
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With certayne officers demed therfore 
Gnd bnto Canace thisrpntisBore 
Solemnelp there (Ge fat at the table 
But ſikerly withouten anp fable 
Che horſe of Bras that map nat be remeuyd 
It ſtont as ft Were in the grouude p cleupd 
They map it nat oute of the place drpue 
ffoz none enttynes wyndas ne pofpue 
And cauſe why for hep can nat the craft 
And therfore in the peace thep Gane it laft 
Cpl that the bnyght Gane taught them tHe ma 
CoLopoden Gin as pe (Gal after Gere | 
Grete Was the prees that fivermpd to and fro 
Co Falbren on the horſe that ſtode fo | 
Foꝛ it fo high Was ſo brode and fofontt 
D0 Wele propozcioned to Be front 
Kight as it Were a ſtede of lumbardy 
Ther Wits fo fozfetp and ſo quycke at epe 
sit a Kentpl potepycourfer Were 
For certes fro his tayle Buto fis ere 
Mature ne arte conde Gin nat amende 
hyh no degre as alle the peopte wende 
ut euirmoꝛe theire mooft wondre was 
Hold it coude go and was of Bras 
(it Was a fapre as at the people femed 
Dpuerfe foke dyuerſty hep demed 
as many hedes as many wpttes the2 Been 
They mormyd as doth a ſwarme of Been 
and maken ſhylles after theire fanctefpe 
Keherſyng of the ofde poetrpe 
End ſayde it waslphe the pettafe 
Chie hoꝛſe hat Hadde wynges for to fle 
Dz elles it Was the trehes Go2fe Sprony 
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That Broutit trope vnto diſtructioun 
Hs men ty ofde teftes rede 
Myyhert quod oneis eutrmoze ty drede 
§ trowe fon men of armes Ge therin 
Chat ſhape them this cyte for to wynne 
It Were right gode that alle ſuche thing were knoe 
Another rowvned to his fela we kowe 
And fapoe Ge lyed for it was rather lype 
Ay apparence made by fom magype 
As ioglours pleyn at the feſtes grete 
Of ſondry doutes they iangel and trete 
Asle wde people deme aldap comonty 
Df hinges that Been made moze ſubtelly 
Chan hep can in theire lewdneſſe comprefiende 
They demen ladlp to the Baddez ende : 
Und fo of ther Wondred on the mprzouz 
That Bozy Was Sp in the mapfteztoure 
Hou men mpHit in it fuche hinges ſe 
An offez aunfWerd and fapde tt myght wele Be 
Naturatly made By compoficiouns | 
Df auntets and of fep reflectiouns 
Gnd fapoe hatin rome Was fucheone 
Chep ſpake of alocen and of Sptefone — 
And of aviftotle that Writen in theire lyues 
Df quepnte mprzours and of profpectatpues 
As knowe thep that haue theire Bohes herde 
And other fotke haue wondred on the ſwerd 
That Wol peryſſhe through euery thing 
And felle tn ſpeche of thelephus the hing 
And of achilkes With Sis quepnte fpere 
For fe conde With it bothe Hele and dere — 
Right in ſuche Wife as men map with the ſwerde 
Df whiche right nowe ye haue poure ſelue Gerd 

pim 
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Thep ſpekey of fondrp Gardpng of metal 
And — of medicynes therwithalle 
And hou and whan it ſholde hardyd Be 
whiche vnknowe is alttate to me 
Tho fpeke they thay of Canaces ryntte 
Aud ſayde that al fuche wondre thing 
Df craft of rynttes herde thep neutz noon 
Sane that Ge mopfes andhing Salamon 
Padde a manez connpntt of fuche an arte 
Tous fapy the people andora Wen them a parte 
But neuirtheles fom fapde that it wag 
Wonder tomake of fern aſſhes tas 
And pet is fas nat lpke aſſhen of fern 
But for hep haueknoWettfofern . 
Therfore ſeſith thez ianglyntt and chez woudre 
Zs ſore wondre ſome on cauſe of he thundre 
Dn ebbe and floode on goſſomeꝛ andon myſt 
And oy alle thing tyl thecaufeistopft ~— 
Thus iangel hep anddempyanddeupfe 
Cyl that the kpng han from Gis Bozde arpfe 
Phebus hathloſt the angle merpdional 
And pet afcendpnts thas the beſt ryalle 
The Kentpllpouy With Gis aldryan 
whan that histarepzhpng Cambuſcan 
Rofe from Sis Borde there Ge fat ful hye 
Bifoꝛn him doth theConde mpnftratcpe 
Cel that Ge cam to Gis chambre of paramentes 
There as hep ſownyn dpuersinftrumentes — 
That is lphe an heuyn for to Gere : 
Now daunfen kuſty Fenus children dere - 
Foꝛ in the fyſſhe theire lady fat fukhye 
And loked on them With a frendly epe 
Tye the noble kyntt is fet Spon his trone 
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This ſtrauntte hnpyse ts fet to hin ful fone 
And on the daunce goth With Canace 
Here is the reuel and the iolyte 
That is nat able a dul man to denpfe 
He muft haue knowe Coue and Gis ferupfe 
And Ge a fefttiche man as freſſhe as map 
That (Gal pou deupfen ſuche arzap 
Whocoude pou telle the fourine of daunſes 
So Sncouthe and fo freſſhe contenaunces 
Suche fubtelCokpnge and diffpmepnges 
Foꝛ drede of tefoufpe mennps perfepupnttes 
Noman But Launcefot andfieis dede 
Cherfoze G paffe ouiz of al thisluſt phede 
G fap nomoze But in this tofpneffe 
NYlete them tpl men to fouper them dreffe 
Tie ſteward biddyth (pices for to Gpe 
Andeke the wyne in alle thts mefodpe 
Cie vᷣſſhers and the fqupers Been fone 
Cie ſpyces andthe wyne ts comen anone 
They ete and drynke and whan this as at ende 
Vnio the temple as reafon thas they wende 
The ferupce done thep foupen al By dap 
what nedith me to reherſe theire array 
Eche man wote Were that a kynttes feſt 
Hath plente to the mooſt and to the leſt 
And deyntes mo than Be ip mp hnolbpng 
Andaftez fouper goth this noble hyng 
Co fe this hoꝛſe of Braffe With alle the route 
D f Cordes and of Cadies him aBoute | 
Suche Mondrpny was there of this horſe of Brad 
That fithen the Grete fete of trope has 
Chere as nen ſawe ſuche an Gozfe alfo 
Ne Was there fuche wondryng as Was tho 
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Hut fpnatlyp he hing afked the bnyght 
whe Sertue of this courfez and the myght 
And praped to elle him his gouernaunce 
The hoꝛfe anone gan to trippe and daunce 
Dhan that this bnyght leyde honde on his rayne 
And ſayde fir ther is nomoꝛe to fapne 
But wha xoulyſt torpde anp Where 
pe muſt trylle a ppp that ſtont in his ere 
Whiche G (Halle pou telle Hit wix 5s two 
pe muft name him to What place alfo 
D2 to what countre that pe lyſt to ryde 
Hnd Wha pe come there pe lyſt abyde 
Byd him dtfcende and trylle anothez pyn 
for therin kyth theffecte of alle the tpn | 
And Ge Wok doun defcende and do poure wyl 
And in that place Ge ol abyde (tptie | 
Though alle the worlde Hath the contrary fiyore 
He ſbal nat thens be drawe neBore | 
And 02 tf pou lpft bydde fim thens gone 
Tryl this ppnand he Wol banyſſhe anone 

— Mute of the fight of enerp manez wigthe 
And come agapn Be it Bp dap o2 nyght 
whan that pou ckeppn him afapn 
Gn ſuche a tpfe asi (Bal to pou ſayn 
Vit wene pou andme and that ritiht fone 
Kyde whan yelyſt there is nomoze todone 
En fourmed whan the hpne was of the bnpute 
And hath conceyued in his Wpttearigse = 
The tianez and the fourme of al this ching 
Fulle gladde and blythe as this noble byng 

Kepapryntt Suto this reuel as biforn 
Che brydek is to toure p Born | 
And kept among Gis fetvetesleefanddere 
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The Gozfe Banp [hed 4 not in what maneze 
Dute of theire fight pe fete nomoze of me 
But thus Ilet inCuft and in tolpte 
This camBufcan bis lordes feftepne 
Tyl upese che oap bettan to ſpryntte 

© wplicit prima pars 
Et fequitur pars fecunda 

t He nozpce of dite(tion the fleep . 
Gay on them wynhe and Badde they take hepe 

That moche mete andlaBoure Wypl haue reſt 
And biti a gapyntt mouth Ge them al kyſt 
And fapde it Was tyme to lye adoun 
ffoz Blode was in Fis domynacionn 
Cheriſſhe Blode natures frendes quod fe 
They thanhen him tatppnite Sp two bp tire 
Andeuerp Wight fay drawe him to fis reft 
Hs fteep them Badde and tahe it foz the Beft 

Theire dremes ſhal nat Be tolde for me 
ful Were theire hedes of fumoſite 
That cauſith dreme of whiche ther is no Harte 
They ſlepyn eplit was prpine Carte 
‘Che mooft parte Butif it here Canace 
Sie as ful meſurable as Women Be 
fro2 of fez fadre Gath fhe take Fez leue 
Co tho fo veft fone afte2 it bas ene 
Hezlyſt nat apatted for to be 
Ne oy the mozowWe Gn fefttiche for to fee 
Ano {rept her firft feepe and awoke 
ffoz fuctie tope ſhe tn fez mprzoure tohe 
Bothe of her ryng and of fez mprzoure 
Chat twenty tpme fhe haunted cofoure 

— 
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Zndin Ger ſteep for the impreffioun 
Of Ge2 mprzoure (He Gadde a Difpoun 

Wiezfoze 02 the fonne Fan SpHipoe 
ZSheclepyd her mapftreffe fez beſide 
And ſayde that fez Cuft for to aryſe 

Theſe olde Woman that been gladty Wife 
Hs fez map(teffe aunſwerd fez anone 
And fapde madame Whether Wok pe Fone 
Thus arelyp for folke Been alle ty reſte 
J Wol quod ſhe arpfe for me leſte 
Mo lenttere (Lepe But Walken aboute 
Hez mayſtreſſe Leptth women a grete route 
And Sp thep rpfen Wele ten o2 twelue 
Vp riſeth freſſhe Canace Gez ſelue 
Hs rody and brittht as the pong ſonne 
Chat in he ram is foure deffrees y ronne 
No Fi¢der has he whan (Ge redp has 
And forth (Ge walkith eafetp a paas 
Hraped after the luftp feafon fote 
Lptihtly foz to plep and Walken on fote 
Mat But Wits fyue o2 fpve of heꝛmenye 
nod tn a trenche forth in the parke goch ſhe 
The Sapoure whiche fro the erthe gkode 
MMahits the ſonne to ſeme rodp and brode 
But neuirtheleſſe it Was fapre of ſight 
That it made alle theire hertes for to kittht 
what foꝛ the feafon and he mornyntt 
and for tie foules that ſhe herde fpne 
Foꝛ right anone fie wyſt What thep ment 
Rite by theire fongandhnerve af theire entent 
The knotte why that euery tate is tolde 
Kf i Be tarped tpl the luſt Be colde : 
Of them hat Gane itGerhned after pore 
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The ſauoure paſſith andeuiz Cente, the more 
froz folfomnesoffisprofivite 
And Bp the fame reafon thinkith me 
J fGotde vnto the hnotte condeſcende 
And make of fez walkyntt ſone an ende 
H mpdde a treford reyde as White aschathe 
Hs Canace was pleyng in Ger walke 
Theꝛ fata faucon onezGezGedefuliipe — 
That With a pptous voyce ſhe gan tocrpe 
That al the wode re ſo vned of her crpe 
And Beten hadde fez fefue fopptonfip — 
With Both her Wpntes tpl tie rede lode 
Ran endlont the tre thereasffeftode 
And eutz in one ſhe cryed al wey and ſhryhiht 
And With fer Geke fez fetue to twygght 
Chat ther nas pte troz ſo cruelle beſt 
That duellith otter in wode o2 in foreſt 
Chat nolde Gaue wepte tf fe wepe conde 
Foꝛ ſoꝛowe of fez firpcie allbep folonde 
Foꝛ ther as newiz pet mayonlpue — 
Gf that he conde a faucon wele difcrpne — 
Chat herde of ſuche a nothez of feprneffe 
As twee of plumage as of gentylueſſe 
Df ſhappe and atte that mpuse rekned be 
A faucon peretrpne than femed ſhe 7 
Df fremde onde andeuirmoze ds ſhe ftode _ 
She ſwouned now and nowe for lacke of Blode 
Tyl tele nygh is (Ge fallen fro the tre 
Chis fapre hpngesdoutfites Canace 
Chat on Gez fynger Bare thequepnterpnte 
Through whiche (Fe Suderftode wele eyerp ching 
Chat anp foute map in his leden ſayn 
And coude aunfWere in Gisledenatapy 
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Hath vnderſtonde what thts faucon fepde 
And wele nygh for the routhe alinooft ſhe deyde 
End to the tre fGe Goth ful haſtely . 

\ Znd on this faucon loketh ful pytouſty 
— And helde fez lappe abrode foz wele ſhe wyſt 
5 The faucon muft falle fro the twyſt : 
* Whan that it ſwouned next for lacke of blode 

Alongte While to wayte there (he ſtode 
Tylat the Caft (he fpake iy this manere 

Ry Vnto the Galbhe as pe (Gat after Gere 
Ge What is the caufe tf it Be for Co telle 
uN 
aw 

\ 

4 

That pe Be in this furyal peyne ofhelle 
Quodcanace Snto this hauꝑe aboue 
Gs this ſoꝛowe of deth 02 foffe of Cone 
ffor as 9 trowe thefe Been the caufes tuo 
That cauſen mooft a gentyl Gert wo 

J O fother harme tt rechith nat to fpehe 
( Foꝛr pe poure ſelue Spon poure felf pe orehe 
9 whiche preuyth wele that other Cone o2 drede 

Muſt Ge enche ſon of youre cruel dede 
Sithen that h ſe none other wight pou Gace 

() Foꝛ Coue of god fodo ponte ſelf trace 
Oꝛ What map Be poure helpe. for Weft ne eeſt 

Cu Salve neuiꝛ oz nowe byrde ne beſt 
—8— That faryd with Him ſelue fo pptoufty 
yrs pe fle me with poure fozolbe veryly 

| (\ (JGane of pou fogrete compaffionn 
v Foꝛ goddes lone come fro the tre a doun 

ig And as Jama bpnttesdoutfie2 trewe 
2 (if that ſveryly the caufesbnewe 

Df poure difeafe if it Cap in mp myttht 
h Wolde amende ft 02 it there ne 
Gs Wpshelpemetretetodofkpnde = 
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And herbes ſhalle J right ynoutih fynde 
To hele With powrefurteshaftetp 
Tho ſhrygtht this faucon pet moze pytouſty 
Chan eutz ſhe dyd and fyl to frounde anone 
Hind (pti aſwone as dede as anp (tone 
Cpl Canace Fath tn Ge2 Cappe Ge2 take 
Vnto tyme (Fe tan oute of Fez ſwoune apahe 
And after hat fhe oute of fwoun tan brayde 
Rist in bez ha wlꝛes leden thus (Ge fapde 
That ppte rynneth fone in gentylherte 
Telpues Gis ſymylitude ty pepnes {meré 
Is proued alday as nen nap ſe 
As wele Bp werke as by auctoryte 
For gentylherte bydeth gentykneſſe 
J fe wele that ye haue of mp diſtreſſe 
Compaffiouy mp faire Canace 
SD f Se2p Womantlyp Benttnpte 
‘That nature in portre pryncipales hath ſet 
But for tro Gope foz to fare the Bette : 
But foz to oGepe to youre Gert fre 
And for tomahe othez Be Ware Bp me 
Hs Bp the whelpe chaſted is the lyouy 
Kight for Gat cauſe and that conckuſioun 
while that Ihaue Lepfez and ſpace 
Myy harme J pl confeffe oz J paas 
Anodeniz While that one her ſorowe tofde 
Chat otfez Wepte as ſhe to Water Wolde 
Tyl that the faucon badde fer Be ftple 
Gnd with af 19 thus {Ge fapde Ge2 wylle 
Chere J thas bred allas that hard dap 
And foftrpd ty a roche of marBle trap 
So tenderlp that nothing ayleth me 
Ine wyſt What was aduerſyte 
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Type Gconde fepe ful hytth Gnove the fey 
T fo duetled a tarcelet me faft Bp 
That femed wel of alle gentylneſſe 
He were Ge ful of treafon and fatfnes 
Ht Was fo Wrapped Dndve humble chere 
Hnd vndre fue of trouth ty fuche manere 
Vndre plefaunce and vbndre beſy pepne 
Chat J ne conde haue Wende Ge coude fapne 
So depe in frene Ge dped Gis cofoures 
Kittht as a ferpent hideth him vndre floures 
Tylhe map fe Gis tyme for to byte 
RisGE fo this tod of loues ypocryte 
Doth fofis ferpmonpesand his obepfaunces 
And hepitG in ſemblaunce of Gps obſeruaunces 
Chat folbneth Snto tentpneffe of Cone 
Hsin a tombe ts alle the fper aboue 
Hund bndre ts the corps ſuche as pe Woot 
Suche was this ppocrpte bothe cofde and hote 
And tn his Wife Ge ſeruyd Gis entent : 
That ſaue the feende none wyſt what be ment 
Cpl Ge ſolong Gadde wept andcomplepned 
And manp a pere Fis ferupce Huto me fepned 
Cpl that mp Gert to pptous and to nyce 
Al innocent of fis crowned matice 
Foꝛ ferde of Gis det6 as thouttht me 
Vpon Gis otfes and his furetie 
Graunted him fone Spon his condicioun 
Chat euirmo mpy honoure and mp renoun 
Were ſauyd bothe prpue and aperte 
This is to ſayn that after His deſerte 
h yaue him alle my Hert and atte mp thouttht 
God wote and Ge and other wiſe nougbi 
Gnd tohe Gis herte in chauntte of myn for ap 
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But ſothe is fapde tone fith many adap 
A true wight and a theef thinke nat one 
And whah Ge ſa we the thyng fo fer atone 
Chat I hadde graunted him mp loue 
Wn ſuche a guyſe as Gane ſayde aboue 
And yeue him my true herte as fze 
As fle ſwore he yaue hisherte tome 
Anone thts tptre fulle of doubleneſſe 
Fyl on his knees With ſo grete humbleneſſe 
With hitth reuerence as by his chere 
Dolphe a gentyl Couez of manere 
So rauyſſbed as it femed for the iope 
That neuiz troplus ne Parts of trope 
Hafon certis ne none ottie man 
Sithen Lameth Was that al therfirlt Vegan 
Tolouen two as Writen fothke Bifozn — 
Me neuiz ſithen the firft may Was Bor 
Me coude man Gp twenty thoufand part 
Countrefete the ſophymes of Gis arte | 
Me Worthp to Snbohle Gis galoche 
There douBleneffe oz faynyntt (hold approche 
Ne focoude thanke a Wight ashe pd me 
His manez Was an Geupn for to fe 
Toanp Woman Were fie neutz fo Wife 
So papnted he fis here at popnte deup fe 
Hs Wele his wordes as fis contenaunce 
And fo I koued him for bis obepfaunce 
nd for the troutte p dented ty fis hert 
That tf fo were that any thing Fim ſmert 
Al Were tt neutz fofpte andGit pie * 
Me thouttht h felte deth at mp Hert eypfe 
And ſhortly fo ferforth chis toͤyntt is went 
Cpl that my wyl is his wyllis inſtrument 

qt 
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This is to fey mp Wpl oBeped fo fis wille 
(in alle Hing as ferasreafon fpl _ ‘ 
Lepyng the Boundes of mp Wozfdippe euir 
Me neuie Gadde J thing ſo keef ne Ceuez 
Hs him fod ote ne nents fialnomo 
This laſtydlenger than a pere o2 two 
That § fuppofed of him nothing But gode 
But fpnatlp thus at the laſt it ſtode 
Chat fortune Wolde that he muft twynne 
Dute of that place whiche J Was ty 
where me Was Wooitis no queſtioun 
Gcan nat make of it diſcripcioun 
Foꝛr one thyng daz i tebleBofdlp 
Ghnowbe What the peyne of deche is therSp 
Suche Garme J fet chat fe ne myttht Befeue 
30 on a dap of me fe tohke Gis leue 
So ſoroufully eke that fe wende Serplp 
That he hadde fete as moche ſoꝛowe as | | 
Wha that J Gerde Him fpeke and falve his hewe 
But nenirtheles J thoutit he was fo trewe 
And ehe that Ge repapre (Horde agapne 
Within alptel while fothe to fapne 
Gnd reafon Wolde eke that Ge muft go 
Foꝛ Gis honoure and ofte tt fallith fo 
That § made Hertue of neceffite 
And tohke t¢ tele fithen it nedes muft Ge 
As J beſt myttht I hyd fro Gin mp fozowe 
And toke him Bp che honde feint John to boꝛo he 
And fapde thus lo J ary poures atte 
Be pe ſuche as I haue Be to pon and foal 
what fe aunfiberd nedith nat to revierfe 
whocay fap Bette than Ge that can do Werg 
whay hath Ge at fapoe than hath he done 
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Cherfore bihoueth him to haue a Cont fpone 
Chat foal ete with a feende thus herde § fap 
Soat thelafthe muftfoztifistbep | 
And fort fleetG tpl Ge come where he lyſt 
whan it cam him Co purpos foz to ryſt 
(j trowe Ge Gadde the tevte in mynde 
Chat al hing vepapring to his hynde 
Gladith it ſelue thus fap men as teffe 
Open foue of proppz kynde nelwefantleneffe 
Hs Gprdes done that men tn cates fede 
for thottf thou nyttht and dap take of then Fede 
And ſtrawe theire cage fepre and foft as ſilke 
And yeue them futtereGonp Bredeandmpfke 
pet right anone as that his dore isSp 
He With Gis feet ſpurneth doune Gis cuppe 
And to the wodde fe Wol and Wozmesete 
SonelWefantpl Been thep of theire mete 

_ And foue noneltees of proppzkpnde , 
No Hentplneffe of Blode map hem Bpnde 
do ferde this tarcellet aflas the dap | 
Though Ge Were Hentpl Born freſſhe and tap 
And godely foz to fe humble and free 
He ſa we Spon a tpme a kyte flee 
And fodentyp helouyd this kpte fo 
Chat at hisloue is clene fro me to 
Gnd hath his trouthe falfed tn this wife 
Chus Gath the kyte mp Coue in Giz ferupfe 
And am lor withoute remedpe 
And with that worde this faucon tay tocrpe 
Hnd fibouned oft in Canaces barme 
Grete has the ſorowe for the haubes harme 
That Canace and afte fez Women made 
They nyſt Gou hep myttht the faucon glade 

97 
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But Canace home berith Ger in heꝛ fappe 
And fofetp ty plafters Gan bez Wrappe 
Chere as fhe With fez Hehe Gadde hurthez felue 
Now can nat Canace But GerBes delue 
Mute of the Grounde and make ſalues newe 
Ofherbes fpne and freffiie of hewe 
Cofele With che Gauke fro dap to npyse 
She doth bez beſyneſſe and at bez myght 
And Gp her Geddes hede ſhe made a merye 
And coueredit With Seluettes blewe 
Gn ſig ne of trouthe that ts ty omen fern 
And al Withoute the meets pepnted ¢rene 
(in whichh Were peynted al thefe falſe foutes 
Hs Been the fe tpoiffes tarcelles and oules 
Kight for defppte Were papntedfez beſyde 
Ppes on them tocrpe and to chide 
Chuslette J Canace fez hauke heppng 
GW hol as nol nomoze fpeke of Gez ryntz 
Cplitcomeefttopurposforztofapn 
Hod that this faucon tat hez Coue agayne 
Repentpntt as the ſtory tellith Ss 
Bp mediacioun of CamBatlus - 
Che kpnttes fonne of whiche J pou tolde 
But Gens forts J wplle mp proceffe holde 
To ſpekey of auentures and Bataptes 
That pet Was neuie Gerde fo grete meruaples 
Firft J Wpl por tele of CamBufcan 
That in fis tpme manpacpte wan 
Und aftez Wol J fpeke of attarfpf 
How that he Wan theodoza to Gis wyf 
Foz whom ful of te in rete perpe Ge as. 
Ne Gad Ge Ge Golppy by the Go2s f Bras 
Gnd after Wold ſpeke of CamBaklo 
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That faught in Cpftes With Brecher to 
fior Can ace o2 that he mygtht Gez wynne 
Aud there Glefe J wyl agayne begynne 

Sdxplicit pars fecunda 
Et inciptt pars tercta 

a Porto whryllith Sp his chare fo Gité 
| 

cp that fod gpercu rius
 hou ſe the fein 

There is nomoꝛe of the ſquyers tate 

The woꝛdes of the franketepne 

i Nfapth Squyez thou haſt the wele p quytte 
And gentpllp, Iprpfe Wele chy wytte 

Quod the frankfepne confidtpne thy pouthe 
So felyngly thon fpekelt fiz 9 atroutte 
Hs to mp dome there nps none chat is here 
Df eLoquence that (Rat be tip pere | 
(if hat thou lyue god gyue the right trode chaunce 
And in ber tue fende the contpnuaaunce 
For of thy ſpeche ſ haue right grete deynte 
GGaue a ſonne and by the trinyte 
(J Gadde Cpurez than twenty pounde worth Conde 

Thoutth tt right nowe Were fallen in mp honde 
He Were a man of ſuche difcrectoun 
As that pe Been fp on poffefftoun 
But if a man Ge Sertuous witharle 
Ghaue mp fonne ſnybbed and pet ſhalle 
Foꝛ Ge to Sertue lyſteth nat to attende 
But foꝛ to plep at dpce and difpende 
And keſe alle that fe hath in Gis Bfatte 

9 9 
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And Ge Gadde feuez talken With a pafe 
Than tocompy Wight anp gentyl wight 
where Ge myght Cerne gentylneſſe ariti€ 
Strawe for poure fentplneffe quod tho oure hooſt 
What franhkelpy parode fiz wele thou woteſt 
Chat eche of pou muſt tefle at the left 
A tale o2 to o2 Brehken his biheſt 
That knoe 3 wele fir quod the franklepy 
Gprap pou Gane me natindifoepne 
Chouté to this man § fpehe a woꝛde oꝛ two 
Celle on thp tale Withoute wordes mo 
Gladky fiz Hooft quod fe J pele obeye 
Vnto poure Wille, now Gerken WHat |i fap 
(4 Wot pou nat contratp ty no Wife 
As fez as that mp wytte ope fuffife 
@ prap to god that it map pleafen pou 
Chan Wote § Wele tt is gode ynowW 

Here bettynneth He frankleyns prologue * 

t Heſe olde gentyl brytons in theire daie⸗ 
Of dyuers auctours maden theire kayes 

Kymed firſt in theire owne bryton tang * 
Zuche layes with theire inſtrumentes hep font 
Oꝛelles reddyn them for theire plefairnce 
And one of them haue J in remembraunce 
whiche B (Gal fap With a gode yl asGcan 
But firesBicaufeGamaGBozeCman  - 
At my Setpnnpne firſt J pou beſeche 
Haue ne excuſed of mp rude fpecie 
§lernpd neniz retfozpheincertapn 
Thpnee that J fpebe muft Be Gare and playne 
J flept neutz in the mount of pernafo 
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Me ferned Marcus Tulins ne cithero 
Cofoures knoe J tone Withou ten drede 
But ſuche cofoures as froWen in he mede 
D2 effes fuche as men dyen 02 pepnte 
Cofoures of rethoryke Be to me quepnte 
My ſpiryte felith in no fuche matere 
But and pe kyſt mytale ſhalle pe Gere 

rere endichthe Franbleyns profoffite 
And ———— tae 
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i N —— that called is Brytayne 
Thez was a knyght hat Couedand dyd fits peyne 
To ſerue ladies th Gis beſt wyſe fe 
And manp a laboure and manp a trete empryſe 
He for Gis Cadp wrouttht o2 (He has wonne 
Foꝛ (Ge was one the fapreftSndre fone * 
And eke therto comyn of fo hitzh i eel 
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Chat Wele vnneth durſt the knyttht for drede 
Cet fez Gis Woo Fis pepne and bts oiftreffe 
But at thelaft (Ge for Gis worthynes 
And namely for Gis meke oBepfaunce 
Hath ſuche appetpte caught of his penaunce 
Chat (he pryuely fpl of bis accozde 
To take him for Fez huſbonde and hez Corde 
Df fuche lordſhip as men Gaue ones thetre wyues 
Gnd for to bede in the moze bliſſe theire fpues 
D f fits fre Wille Ge ſwoꝛe fer asa a hnyght 
Chat nent2 tn alle hislyf fe dap ne nyght 
Ne (Golde Spon Fin take no maftrpe 
Ayenſt Gez wylle ne kythe her ielouſye 
But fez obeye and fokowe her Wille in alle 
As any louer tohis lady ſhal 
ZSaue that the name of ſoueraynte 
Chat Wolde fe Gane for (Game of Gis dettre 
Sie thankith him of Fis humbleneſſe 
She ſayde fiz fithen of poure gentylneſſe 
pe ptofe2 me tohaue folarte a repne 
Me Wol fod neutz bit wixte bs tweyne 
Asin mp gylt Were offer warze oz ſtryf 
Sit J Wol Be ponre humble true wyf 
Haue flere mp trouthe tpl that mp Gert breſt 
Thus Geen thep othe in quyete and in reft 
Foz one thyng fives fauelp dar fa 
‘Chat frendeseueriche other muft obepe 
Sf thep wyl kyue in peafe and Golde companp 
Loue wyk nat Be conftrepned by mapftrpe 

~ Wan maftrpe is come the todoffoneanone — 

) Lone tsa thpnt as any tHhontft free 
_ Stor women of kynde deſiren liberte 
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And nat to Be conftrepnedas.a thratle 
And fo doth men if J the ſoth telle (Fal 
Loke who is mooft pacient in Cone 
He is at his auauntatte al aBoue | 
Pactence is an Gigs vertue certapne 
ffor tt SenquypffitG asclerhes ſayn i 
Chpngyes that rigoure (Galnenizattepne > 
froz euerp Worde men map nat chide and pleyne 

Lernycth to fuffre oz elles fo mot J fone (| 
pe ſhal tt Cerne Whether fo pe wyl oz uone ye 
ffoz tn this worlde certepne no wight is J 
That He ne doth oz fapech ſomtyme amps 
Qrefekenesozcon{tpilacioun = 
wyne wo or chaungyng of complexiou, 
Cauſith fulleofttodoampsozfpehen 
On euery Wrong aman may nat be Wrebpn | 
After the tyme muſt Be temporaunce 
To euery Wight that can of gouernaunce 
And therfore hath this Wife worthy buyght 
Tolpuen iv eaſe ſuffraunce her behithht 
Gnd (Ge to him ful Wifetptanfiere.. 
Chat neutz ſholde here Be defaute ty Gere — 
Here men map feein humble Wife accoꝛde 
Chus Gath fhe take Fez fernaunt and hez Corde . 
Seruaunt inloue and Corde inmariafe .. ..- 
Than Was Ge bothe inlordſhippe and ty fernate 
Seruatte nap Gut in loꝛſhippe aBoue ‘i 
Dithen he Gath both Gis lady and fis Cone ; 
His ladp certisandfisWpfatfo «dharma. 
The whiche that latbe and loue accordeth therritee 
And lian Ge hasty this proſperydttte 
Home With Gis wyf Fe goth toFiscountte >». 96... 
Nat fer from penmarke there his duckling Was. 
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Where ashe Cprrech in Bliffe and in ſolas 
who conde tekle But He that weded Gad Ge 
The iope the eafe and the profperpte 
That is bitwixte an huſbond andhis wif 
H pere oz moze keſtith this lif ful byf 
Tpl that this bnyght of whiche J fpake tius 
That of haprude wasclepyd Arueragus 
Slope Him to torte and duelle a pere 02 twayne 
Gn endonde that cleppd Was eke Britapne 
Co fehe in armed Woz fiippe and honoure 
Foꝛ alle his luſt Ge ſet in ſuche laboure 
And duelled there two yere the Hoke ſayeth thus 
Now wol J ſtynt of this Arueragus 
And fpeke J WpLof Dorrygene tis wyf 
Chat Coupd fez huſbond as fier Gertestpf 
Foz Gis aBfence wepith fheandfiketh 
As done thefe gode pues whan thcmlpheth 
She mornyth wakich waylith and playneth 
Deſire of his preſence ſo fer diſtrayneth 
Chat alle this wyde worlde ſhe fet at naugie 
fez frendes that hne We Ger Geup thought 
Confozren her in alle Hat eniz thep map : 
Thep prechen Ger thep teche hez nyght anddap 
That caufetes ſhe ſteeth Ger felf atlas | 
And euerp comfort poffible in thatcaas 
Thep do koher and alte theire Befpneffe 
Co auopde fez forzolbe and her heuynes 
By proceffe as pe kro Wen euerihone 
Men map folont graue ina tone 
Tt fome fife Gerinprptitedbe — - 
Solong Gane they confozted Ger that (Be 
Viecepued hath Bp hope and Sp reafon 
The enpretitpneg of her con ſolacio⸗ 
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Through whiche Ger Grete ſorowe bettan toa ſwatte 
Sie map nat al wey durpn in fuche arate 
And eke Aruerattus ty atce this care 
Hath ſent herlettres Gome of Gis welefare 
Gnd that Ge wol come haſtely agapre 
D2 elles hadde this fozolbe her Gert flapne 
fez frendes ſawe bez ſorowes Gan for to flahe 
And praped hez on theire hnees for goddes ſabe 
To come and rome fez ty compan : 
Awey todprpuenfezderkefantefp 
Gnd fynally (he graunted that requeſt 
Foꝛ wele (he falvett Was for the Beft 
Mow (Code her caſtelle faft Bp the fee 
And ofte With her frendes walkith (Ge 
ez to difporte Spon the Banke on Gye 
where as fie map (pipes and Barges fpe 
Salpne theire courfe Where them lyſte to fo 
But pet Was that a parcel of fez wo 
fox tofez ſelue ful ofte atlas ſayde ſhe 
Gs there nofiippefomanpasGfe  ~.. 
wolde bryntte ome mp lorde than Were mpn hert 
Hele Warp [ted of His byttre pepnes ſmert 
Hnothez tyme fie wolde fptte and thynke 
And caft fez epen doun ward from the brynke 
But when fie falbe the tepfetp roches Blake 
ffoz verry feez fo olde fez Gert quake 
That on Her fete (Ge myttht nat fuftene 
Than Wolde fie ſytte doune Spon the Frene 
And pitoufelr into the fee beholde * 
And fap rigtht thus wits ſoroufulle ſitzhes coldt 
Eterne ttod that throutth tip purueaunce 
Ledeſt the worlde Bp certayne ordenaunce 
Bp ydetle asmen fap pe nochyng make 
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But Corde this tepftp feendfp roches Blake 
That folonen rathez Snto foule confuſioun 
Df Werke than anp fapre creacioun | 
Df fucie aparfpte Wife godanda (table 
why haue pe wrouttht this Werke vnreſonabte 
for Bp this werke north fouth welt ne eft 
Chere npsp foftrpd may byrde ne Beeft 
(it doth no gode to mp pete But annoyeth 
Se pe nat Corde fou mank pnoe it diftropeth 
Ap bundreth thouſand Bodies of mankpnd 
Haue roches flapne al though thep Ge nat in mpnode 
Sithen manhkpnoe is fo faire a part of thy Werke 
Thou it made firftlphe to tipn owne merke 
Than ſempyth tt pe haue do a Grete charite 
Toward mankynde But fou map it han Be 
That pe ſuche meanps make it to diſtroyen 
Zuche meanes nedo no tfode But annopen 
(I Wote wele cLerkes Wol fap as them lyſt 
Bp artumentes hat alle ts for the Belt 
T South I ne can the caufes ele hnow 
But that fod that made the wynde to Bowe 
Zs hepe mp Corde thists mp concfuftoun 
Torte rheslet I al this difputactouny 
But wolde fod that affe thefe roches Brahe 
Were ſonkyn in to helle for Fis fake 
Theſe roches (te mp herte for fere 
Thus wolde fie fap With many a pytous tere 
Her frendes haps that it bas nodifposte 
To roumpn Bp the fee But difcomforte 
And (Gapen for to plep ſomwbhere effes 
But Ceden fez Bp rpuers and Bp welles 
Andehe in otfer places ditectables ! 
They daunfe and plep at the cheffe x at he tables 



‘The frankelepns Tale 

So 0n adap rins€ on the morowe tpde 
Vnto a fardepy that was there beſide | 
Gn whiche that thep Gadde made theire o,denaunce 
Df Sitaple andofothez purueaunce 
They Gone and plep them al the Cong dap 
End this asin the fivte moꝛowe of map 
whiche map Gath peynted With Fez foft ffoures 
This tavdepn futve of feups andof floures 
And craft of mannys honde focurtoufep 
Arayde hath this gardyne trulhß 
That neuie as there gardyn of ſuche pryce 
But if it Were the verry paradiſe 
The odoure of floures and the freſſhe ſittht 
wolde haue made anp Gert lighte 
That euir was Corn But if to grete ſekeneſſe 
Dz to ttrete ſoꝛowe Gelde tt ty diftreffe 
So fulle it Was of Beaute With plefaunce 
Anone aftez dyner tan thep to daunce 
Gnd fontf alfo faue dozrigene allone 
whiche made al wey bez complepnte and hez mone 
ffor ſhe ne ſa we him in the daunce to 
That Was her huſbonde and her loue alſo 
But neuirtheleſſe fhe muſt bez tyme abyde 
And with gode hope lete fez ſorowes (lpde 
Vpon this daunce amongte otheꝛ men 
Daunced a ſquye⸗ Bifoze Doꝛrigene 
Chat fref[ier Was and iolyer of arzape 
as to mp dome than is the monet of Spay 
He ſyngith daunſith paffing anp othez may 
That is 02 has ſithen the worlde bettan 
Therwith fe was if men ſholde him difcrpue 
Due of the beſt fayryntz men on lyue 
porte ftronte Sertuons riihe and wiſe 
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Hnd ſhortly if ſ the ſoth tel (Halle 
Vnwypttynt of this Doꝛygene at alle 
Thisluftp ſquyer fernaunt todenus 
whiche that cleppd as aurelius 
Hath Coucd Gez beſt of any creature 
Two pere andmoze as Was His anenture 
But neuis durft he celle Fez Gis greuaunce 
withoute the cuppe dranke Ge alle his penaunce 
He Was defpepred nothing durſt he fap | 
Saue in Gis ſonttes fombdete Wotde fe Wrep 
His wo asina deneralcomplepnpne 
He fapde he Coupd and was beloued nothing 
Df ſuche matez made Ge manp Capes 
Dontes complepntes roundefs Virclapes 
Ho that he durſt nat his ſoꝛowe tel 
Dut landupng asa furp doth in helle 
And dpe fe ſayde fe muſt as dyd Echo 
Foꝛ Narciſus that durſt nat celle Gis woo 
Gn other manez than pe Gere now fap 
Me durft fe nat Gis Wo to fez bewray Loi 
Saue parauenture at feſtes and at daunſes 
There pont folke kepyn theire obſeruaunſes 
It map wele Been fe Cohed in her face 
Gn fuche a Wifeasmen that afhen trace 
But nothing wyſt (Ge of Gis entent 
Meuirtfele (fe it happed oz thep thens Wen€ 
Bicauſe that he as hez npsiBoure | 
And has a man of worſhippe and Gonoure 
And Gadde hnolben him of typmespore 
They fallen in fpeche and fo moze and moze 
nto fis putpos drelbe urifius 

And Whan Ge farve Gis tyme Fe fapde thus 

And Wwele beloued and holden in grete prpce 
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Madame quod Ge Bp tod that this Worlde made 
0 that J wyſt J myght poure Gerte geadde 

LWaolde that dap that poure Arueragus 
Went ores the fee. that Aurelius 
Hadde gone there G (Forde neuiz come atfapne 
Foꝛ Wele J ote mp ferupre isin Dapne 
My guerdon is Gut breſtyng of mpn Geré 
Madame vee oy my peynes ſmert 
Foꝛ With one worde ve may me ſleen or ſaue 
Here at youre feet wolde god Iwere begfraue 
J ne haue as no nomoꝛe leyſer to fap 

auc mercp ſwete and do me nat to dye 
She tan tokoke Spon this aurelius 
(Js thts youre Wpl quod fe and fap pe thus 
Meniz erſt quod fhe ne wyſt J whae pe men€ 
Yul nowe Auretpe J knowe poure entene€ 
Sp that fod that paue me foute andepf 
Ne fGalG neuiz Be Sutrewe wyf 
Hy woꝛde nein werkes as fer as Ihaue wpe 
J Wye Be Gis to whome that Gary knytte 
Cake this for fynalle aunſwere as for me 
Wut after than ty plep thus fapde fie 
Aurely fapoe ſhe Bp Gigs goo aBoue 
pet tof §j traunt pou to be poure fone ; 
SDithen J fe pou ſo pytouſty comprapne 
Lohe what dap that endlontt Brptapne 
pe remeue afte the roches (tone Sp ftone 
Chat thep nelette Bote ne ſhippe to tone 
h fap whan pe haue made the cooft foctene 
Df roches that there is no ftone p ſeen 
Chan WolJ Coue pou beſt of any man 
Hane Gere mp trouthe in ate hat eui⸗ Jean 
6 ther none otheꝛ grace in poure Bonde quod fe 
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No Gp hat lorde quod fife that maked me 
For Wele J ote thatit (Halle uent2 betyde 
Let fiche foly oute of poure Gert a ſlyde 
what depnte ſholde a man Gaue ty his lyf 
ffor to Loue anothez mannps wyf 
Chat Hath Ge2 body Whan ſo that him Cphith 
Aureolus ful ofte fore fiketh 
Wo Was Aurely han that Ge this herd 
And With a fozouful hert he thus an ſwerd 
Mada me quod he this were impoſſible 
Chan muſt Jdpe in ſoden deth horrible 
And With that worde fe turned Gim anone 
Tho cam Gez frendes many one | 
Gnd tn the alepes roumed Sp and doun 
And nothine wiſte of thts conclufioun 
And fodenlp Begonnen renel newe 
Cyl the bright fonneloft his hewe ws 
ffoz the oriſont Gad reft the fonne his lityht 
This is aſmoche to fap asit has nyght 
And home thep fonein tope andtn ſolas 
Dane onlp wreched Aureolus atlas 
He to his houſe is gone With fozouful hert 
He fapets chat he nemay from his deth aftert 
Him ſemeth that Ge felith his Fert colde 
Vnto heuyn Gis hondes fe tan Golde 
And on Fis knees Gaze Ge fet Gin doun 
Andin rauyntt fapoe this o2tfoun 
Foꝛ Herrp Whoo oute of his pete he brayde 
He npft what he ſpake But thus Ge fapde 
With pitous Gert fis plepne Gath Bettonne 
Wn to the ttoddes and firftGnto the fonne 
He fapde apofCogod and fouernoure . 
SD euery plante GerBe tre aiid floure 
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That yeueſt after thy declpnacton 
To eche of hem his tyme and his ſeaſon 
And thyn herborowe chauntithlowe and Gpe 
Lorde phe bus caſt thy mercyable eye 
Dn wrethed Aurely whiche am But lorn 
Lo lorde mylady Gath mp deth ſworn 
withouten gylte But thy Benpanpte 
Vpon mp dedely herte haue ſome ppte 
But wele J wote lorde phebus if pe lyſt 
pemap me helpt ſaue my kady beſt 
Now vouche ſauf that ſ map pou deupfe 
Hold that hmay be holpen and in what wife 
poure bliſful ſuſtyr Lucina the ſſene 
That of the ſee chief goddeſſe is and quene 
Though neptunus haue deyte in the ſee 
pet Empreſſe aboue him is ſhe 
pe knowe Welelorde right ac her defire | 
is to Be qupchned and pained of poure fpre 
For whiche fhe folo with pou ful be ſyly 
Kight fo the ſee deſireth naturally 
To fokowe fer and fie that ts goddeſſe 
Bothe in the fee and rpuersmoze andfeffe 
wherfoꝛe Lorde phebus this is mp requeeſt 
Do this mpracle 02 dompn herte breſt 
That noe neve at this oppoficioun 
Within whiche figne dalle Be thekpoun 
As prayeth fez fottrete a flode to brynge 
That fyue fadom at the Leeft it ones ſpryntze 
The hyeſt roche in Armozphe Britapne 
Andlet this flode endure peres twayne 
Than certis tomp lady map h fap 
Holdith poure heeſt the roches Be a Way 
Lorde phebus this mpractedofozme = = 

ti 
o 
* 
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Prap Gez that (Ge tono fafter cours than pe 
J fap thus prape poure fuftre that fhe go 
No fafte2 courfe than pein peres tho 
Than (Gal ſhe be at euyn fulalep 
And fprpnite flode laſt both nyght and day 
And but ye vouchſhauf in ſuche manere 
Tograunt me my ſouerayne lady dere 
Pray bez tofpnke euery rocke a doun 
(nto helle theire owne detke manſioun 
Vndre the grounde there pluto duellith in 
Oꝛ neuiz mo (hal mylady wynne 
Thy temple in delphos Wot I barfote feke 
Lord phebus fe the tereson mp cheke 
Gnd of mp papne haue fome compaffioun 
Gnd With that worde ty foun Ge fyl a down 
Andlong tpme be Cap forth in a traunce 
His Brother whiche tha t knee fis penauce 
Vp caught him and.to bedde hath him brought 
Deſpeyred in this turment and in his thoughe— ~ 
Lete j this woful creature fpe " 
Che fe Ge wihethier fe wollyue o2 dpe 
Arueragus With hele and Gonoure 
As fe that Was of cheuatrp tie floure 
Gscompn home and other oztip men 
& Blifful arte thou nolbe Dozritfen 
That haſt thy bliſful huſbond in thyy armes 
The freſſhe knyght the worthy man of armes 
Chat CouetG the as fis Gertestpf ! 
No thing ne lyſt he tobe pmatpnatpf —- 
Uf anp Witt Gadde (poke whikes Ge has onte 
Toheꝛ of loue therof hadde Ge nodoute 
He nat entendit§ tonofuche matere 
But daunſith iuſtith and makith gode chere 
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dnd thus in tope and Beiffe Ilet them duelle 
Hndof the fehe Aurelius Woks tele 
Gn langure andin turment furious | 
Two pere and more fep this Aurelius 
Oꝛ anp foote fe mpitit on erthe fone 
Ne comfozte in this tyme Gadde he none 
Saue of fis Brothes whiche as a clerke 
He knee atle this Wo and alle this Werke 
For to none otfez creature certayne te 
Of this matere Ge durſt no worde ſeyne 
Vndre Gis Breeft he Hare it moze fecre 
Chan eutz dyd pamplitlus foz galathe 
His breeſt as hole withoute for to ſeen 
But in his hert ap Was the arowe hene 
As wele pe bnowe of a furfanure 
Wn furgerp ful perlous ts the cure 
Hut men myght touche the arowe or come therBp 
His Brother wepith and wayleth prpuetp 
Cpl at the Caft Gin fl in rememBraunce 
That whiles be was at Detiaunce ty fraunce 
As pont clerkes that Been lyberous 
Co reve artes that Been curpous 
Sehpn ty euerp halke andenerp Gerne 
Particutez fciences for toferne 
He him remenBred that Spon adap 
Gn D 2Epaunce in Gis ſtudye a Boke Ge fap 
Df matphe naturatte whiche Gis fela we 
Chat was that tyme a Bacheler of fave 
Had prpuelp Spon Gis defhetafe 
He were he there to fern a nothes craft 
whiche Boke fpake moche of operactouns 
Touchyntt the eyght and twenty manfiouns 
That Congen to the mone and ſuche fotp 

tH 
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As in oure daies is nat worth a flye 
fio2 holy chirche ſayeth in oure beleue 
Ne ſuffreth nat ilkuſiouy vs to greue 
And lian this Boke was in reme nbraunce 
Anone for tope Gis hert Fan to daunce 
And to him ſelue Ge fapoe pryuely 
My Brother wariſſhed (hat be haſtely 
for J am fphez that ther Be ſciences | 
Bp whiche men make diuerfe apparences 
Suche as the fe ſubtel tregetours pley 
for ofte at feltesGaue Iherde ſey 
That tregetours within any Halle Carte 
Haue made come ty a Iatez anda Bartfe 
Andin the Galle rvobenSpanddonn — | 
Some tpme hath femedcome a gree lyoun 
And fome tpme floures ſprynge in a mede 
Some tpme.a Spne and Grapes white and rede 
Some tpme a caſtel of lyme and (tone 
Hnd whan he Lpketh tt vopdeth anone 
Thus ſemeth it to many amannps figée 
No than conclude I thusif J mpate 
Ht D rliaunce fome ofde fela we fynde 
Chat hadde the monys manfiounsin mpnde 
D2 otfez magphe natural aBoue 3 
He ſholde wele make mp Brothe2 haue Gis Coue 
Foꝛ With an apparence a clerhe map make 
Co mannys figiethat alle the roches Blah. 
Df brptapne Weze boyded euerichone 
And (Gippes Bp the Brpnkescompn and gone 
And in fuche fourme endure a Woke o2 two 
Than Were mp Brother wariſſhed of bis Wo 
Than mufte fhe nedes holde bez beheeſt 
Dz etles te (Gar ſhame hes at the leſt 
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what ſholde ſmake a kenttere tale of this} 
Vnto his brothers bedde p come fe is i 
And fuche comfozte fe yaue him forto foo 
oD zitaunce that fe Sp ftert anoon 
nd on fis wey thay on tarde to fe fare 
Gn Hope foz to belyſſed of his care 
woan thep Were come almooft to that cpte 
Bit rf i¢ Were a two furfong o2 thre 
A pong cferke romyng Bp him ſelue thep mette 
whiche that in latyn thriftelp them Grette 
And aftez that Ge fapoe a Wondre thing 
GJ hnolbe quod Ge thecaufe of poure compu 
And oz thep furtiezanp fote went — 
He tofde them alle What as thetve entent 
This Brptoun clerke him aſkꝛed of fela wes 
Thie whiche he Gaddehnolven ty ofde dates 
Hd Ge aunfWerde him that thep dede Were 
Fo 2 whiche He wept ful manp a tere 
D oun of Gis fozfe Aurelius light anone 
H nd Wits this magicien forth Ge tan fone 
ſome to his houſe and made ther wele ateafe 
‘Then Cached no bptaple that them mygtht pleafe 
So tele araped Goufe as there as one 
Aurelius in his lpf fae neutz none 
He ſhewde they o2 Ge ent to fouppez 

| fozeftes partes ful of wylde dere 
There ſawe he hertes with theire foznes hye 
The greteſt that Were eutz ſeye with eye 
He ſawe of then an hundreth ſtayne with houndes 
And fome of arowes blede and bytteꝛ woundes 
He falbe Whan boyded Were theſe wylde dere 
Che fawconers Spon a fayre ryuer 

That with theire haukes haue the herons ſtayne 
tH) 
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Tho falbe Ge bnytthtes iuſtyng iy a plepne 
And aftes thishe dyd Fim fucte ple ſaunce 
That Ge him ſhewyd his lady in a daunce 
Gin whiche him ſelue dauuced as him thoutrht 
And ian this maiſter that this magphe wrought 
Save it was tpme Ge clapped Gis hondes to. 
Hnd fare wele af oure reuel Was y do | 
And pet remened thep neutz oute of the Goufe 
while thep ſawe af this fight meruaylous 
But in Gis ſtody there fishokesbe 
Thep (ptten ftplle and no wight But they Cire 
Tobin this map(tez called His ſquyer 
And fapode Fin thusis redy oure foupez 
Himooft an Goure it isGDnodertake 
Syn J pou Gadde oure fouperefoz to make 
Wijan that thefe worthy men Went With me 
Into my ftodpe there mp bokes Be 
Sir quod the (qupez whay it lyheth pou 
Wt ts al redp though pe Wol right nowe 
Go We than foupe quod Ge it ts for the Beft 
Theſe amozous fotke fomtpme muft haue reft 
And aftez fouper fyl thep in tretye 
what fine (Golde the mayſters guerdoy Be 
Co reinene alle the roches in brytayne 
Andche from geronde to the mouthe of fapne 
He made Giry (trauntfe Ge (Wore fo fod him faue 
Leffe than a thoufand pounde Ge Wolde nat haue 
Me Gladtp for that ſũme Ge Wold nat fone 
Aurelius Witt bliſfulhert anone | 
Sapté cus fp ona thouſand pounde 
The wyde worlde Which men fap ts round 
J Wofde it penctf i Werefozdeofit 
This bargayne is fuldryue and fulhnptte 
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pe fal Be papd trutp Bp mp troutfe 
Butlohits no foz none neglegence ne flour 
pe tarp Ds fere no lengere than to moꝛowe 
Map quod the cLevkeGaue Gere my fayth to Borowe 
To bed Ge goth Aurelius than him left 
And wele nygh able that nyght Ge Gadde reſt 
“WHat for Gis faBoure and foz his hope of bliſſe 
His wofur herte of penaunce hadde a tyſſe 

, Wpon tie mozolbe Whan tt was dap 
Cobrptapne tohe thep the right wep 
Aurelius and this magicien him beſide 
And be deſcended there thep wol abpde 
Aud this was as the Boke doth re Bre 

The colde froftp feafon of Dec 3 
Phebus wexed ofde andhewedlphel 

Chat afore in Gis Gote dectpnaciony 
Shone as the Burned golde Wits (tre mee brigũt 
Put nob in caprpcozne a doun fle Cigie - * 
where as he ſhone ful pate J daz Wete ſeyn 
The bytter froſtes with the fepte and rayne 
Diſtroyed hath the grene ip euery yerde 
Ja nus ſytteth Bp the fyre With double berde 
And drynkith of his bugle horne the wyne 
Bifozn him ſtandith the Braun of the tuͤſned ſwyne 
And nolbet cryeth euerp luſty man 
Aurelius tn afte that euery he can 
Doth to his mayſter chere and reuerence 
And prayeth Gin to done his diligence 
To bing Fim oute of fis pepnes ſmert 
D2 With a —* that he wolde ſtyte his Gere 
This ſubtel clerke ſuche routhe had of this man 
That nyght and day His ſpedde him that Ge can 
Co Wapte a tyme of thisconclufioun 

foun 

r im 
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Thisis to fap to make iffufioun 
By ſuche an apparaunt iogelrye 
J can no termes of Aſtrologye 5 
That foe andenerp wight ſholde Wene and fap *o* * 

That of Brptapne the rockes Were alvep — 
Orelles hep Were ſonkyn vndre the grounde 
So at thelaſt he hath his tyme y founde 
Comake his iape andhis wrechidneſſe 
Df ſuche a ſuperſticious curſidneſſe 

srut wele correctid it lacked nought yer? 

Nepyther his ccket ne Gis eypansperes = 

for Gis equactonsinenerp tipnt PRE 
And by his eyght ſpere in his woꝛppyn = = 
He kne we ful wele hou fer alnath was ſhoue 
fFro the hede of that five aries aboue | 
That in the npnthe fpere conte is 
ful ſubtelly fe had calbed al this 
whan Ge Gadde founde fisfirfémanfionn = 
He knee the remenaunt bp propozcioun 
And knewe the ryſyng of Gis mone Were 
And in Whofe face and terme andenerpodefe 
And knewe wel the monps man ſioun 
Attendaunt vnto his operaciouy 
And knewe alſo wele his other obſeruaunces 
Foz ſuche ilkuſiouns and ſuche myſchances ¥: 
Asfethen folkeFfedeninthodapes = | 
for whiche no lenttere mahitiGedelapes = 8 8 8 
But through his matphe for a Woke o2 twey 
It femed that alte the rockes were ep 

Whom ch 
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Au relius yet whiche that diſpeyred is 
whether Ge ſhalle haue hisloue or fare 

And wayteth nyght and day on this myracte 
And whah Ge kne we cher as none obſt 
Chat boyded Were the roches echone 

That me —— frompcarigcofte 
Ind to the temple Gis wey GathGefovde © . 

‘Diereashehnewelefiotdehistaopfe = 
And Dhan omy his tyme anone right ~  — 
WithoredfulGertand with tzumble chere· 
Zalued hath his ſouerayne lady der 
My right worthy lady quod this Woful may 
Whom J mooft drede andtoue as ſ Beft can 
Andlotheft were in able this Worlde difpreafe 
Nere it that for pou J haue ſuche difeafe bs % 
Chat J muft dpe here at poure fote anon 
Nat Wol J tel pou J amy Wo Begop earthy 
But certis other g muſt dye oz plapne® 
pe fte me gyltles for berry pepne | 
But of mp deth though pe haue no routhe 
Aduyſeth pou o2 that pe Breke pouze trontfe 
And repente pou for thatgod aboue 
D2 pe me fie Bicaufe that J pou Cone 
ffoz madaine pe Wote what pe Faure highte 
Nat that J chatanee anp thing of righe 
Df pou my fouerapne Cadp But of poure trace 
But tr the Gardpny yondre in ſuche a place 
pe Wote right wele What pe behigtht me 
Andin rip Honde there poure trouthe plight pe 
To loue me Heft tod wote pefapoe fo 

* 
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— & At be it lat J vnworthy Ge tllerto r 
wyadame I (pehe rome Gonoure of pou 

oze than hertes lyf rift noe , | 

bad | Tague do fi maunded me * 
m 

Dut weke § wote the rockes been awe | * 

She wende neniz to come ty ſuche a trapppe * be 
HeCas quod fife that euir this (Golde happe ' . 
for Wende Jneuie Sp poſſibylite 
That fuche a monftre oz meruaple mpi Be 
(it is apenft the proceffe of nature 
And Gome fhe goth a fozoful creature 
For verry feez Dnnethes myght {Ge to 
Sfe wepith and wayleth adap o2 tho 
And ſwouneth that te routs Was to fe 
But why it has Suto noman tolde fhe 
ffoz oute of Coun Was fone Arueragus 
But toffez ſelue fie fpake and fapde thus 
With pate face and fozoufulte chere 
Gn Gezcomptepnte as pe ſhalle after Gere 
Allas quod fhe on the fortune J plapne 
That Gn bare wrapped haſt me ty this chepne 
Fro whiche to ſcape hnowe J no ſocoure 
Saue only deth o2 grete diſſonoure | 
£D ne of thefe two behoueth me tochefe 
But neuirtheleſſe pet hadde Ifpuer lefe 
My lyf chan of mp body Gane a (Game 
Dz knoe mp fetue falsozlefe mp name 
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and with mp deth J map Be quyptte p wys 
Hath the2 nat manp a noble Wpf 02 thts 
Andmanp ainapoe flepn Fez fete atlas — 
Rathez than With thetz Bodp done a treſpaas 
pescertis thefe (tories berith witneffe 
Gan thretp tprauntes fulof curfponeffe 
Had flepn ffidon ty Athenes at the felt 
They comaunded his doughters foꝛ to areſt 
nd brynge biforn them ty defppte 
Al nahed to fulfitve theire foute delite 
And in theive faders blode thep made them dauuce 
pon the pauement god gene then mpfchaunce 
ffoz whiche the wofulke mapodens ful of drede 
Rathcz then hep wolde leſe theive madynhede 
Thep Been preuely ftertintoa Welle 
And orent then fetue as the Bokes tel 
Chey of Mecene Ceten enquere andfeke 
D f Lacedomyp fpftp mapoens eke 
Oy whiche thep Wold Gane doon theizlicherp — 
But was ther noon of altiat company 
Chat fhe nas flapn and With a glade enten€ 
Chees rather for to dpe than foz toaffent 
To be oppre ffed of fez mapdenhede 
WHp ſhode J than to dye Be ty drede 
Lo che the tyrauut Ariftorckides 
That Coupda mayde hight ſtymphatides 
Wihan her fadre ſtayne was on a nyght 
Vnto Dyanes temple goth fie right 
And Gent the ymatte in fez Gondes tio 
From Whiche ymage Wolde fhe neuiz fo 
No wittht the hondes of Ger myght arace 
Tpl (he as flepne right in the place 
Now fithen hat mapdens hadde fuche deſpyte 
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To been defouled Wits mannys delyte 
wele outtht a pf rather her ſelue to (re 
Than Ge defouledasit thynkith me 
What (Gal ſ fap of Haſdribaldris wif 
Chat at Cartatfe beraft Gez ſelue Gerlpf 
whan that (Ge ſa we the Romapnes Wan the touy 
Se tohe herchildren afle and (hipped a doun 
(nto the fpre andchoſe rathez todpe 
Than that anp Romapne dpd Ger DeConpe 
Hath nat Lucrece ſtayne Gez (elf allas 
Ht Rome foz that ſhe oppreffed was 
Of tarquypne for bez thought it was a (Game 
Tolpue whan ſhe Gadde Cofte fez name 
The feuyn mapdens of Melleſeye atfo 
Haue fCapne them feCue toz Ser2p drede and wo 
Rathez than the folke of galle ſholde ther oppreffe 
Mo than a thoufand(tozpesas i geſſe 
Conde fj telle as toncipneg this matere 
whan ABradate Was flepne Gis Wif fodere 
Heꝛ felue ſtough andfete fez Blode to glyde 
(In Abradates woundes depe and wyde 
And fapode mp body at the left ep 
Chez ſhalle no Wight defouletf FI map 
what (Gat J of therm mooenfamples fapne 
Sithen that fomanp Gane them fetue ſtayne 
wele rather than hep Wold defouked be 
J Wol conclude thatitis tie Beft forme — 
To fie mp felf han Be defouled thus 
G Wot Ge true Snto Arue ragus 
Oꝛ elles fle mp ſelue in fome manure 
Right asdpd Democenes doughter dere 
Bicauſe fhe ne wolde defouled Be 
D Cedafusitis ful grete pyte 
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To rede Hou thy doughter oped atlas . 
That ſtough bez ſelue in ſuche a ma nercaas 
As grete pyte it Was oz wele more 
The heBan mayden that foꝛ Nichamoꝛe 
Her ſelf (Cougs right for ſuche manere wo 
And another theSan mayden dyd visit fo 

Ffoꝛ one of macedone had her onir preffed 
She With her deth Ger maydenhede redreffed 
What (Gall fap of Niceratis wyf 
That for fuche a caas beraft heꝛ fete feztpf 

| Hold trucehe as allo Altebeades 
That for Gis loue to dpe rather chees 
Than for to fuffre Gis body BuBuried to be 
Lo whiche a wyf has Alcefte alfo quod fhe 
what ſayeth Omere of ode Penolope 
Al grece hnowith of her chaſtite 
Parde of Lacedomea ts writen thus 
Chat whan at trope was ſteyn prothoſelaus 

| Nolentere wolde ſhekyue after Gis dap 
The fame of noble pozcpa tel J map 
Withoute Brutus coude ſhe newizlpue 
To whome ſhe Gadde fez Hert alle pene 
The parfpte Wiffiode of Artfemecpe 
Ponouredis throug oute alle BarBazpe 

| D tentaquene thp wifly chaſtite 
Toalle wyues may a mprzouze Ge 
The fame thing G fap of Belpea 
Df Rodotfone and eke Haterpa 

- Thus pleyneth Dorrigene a dap 02 twey 

| 

Purpoſyntt eutz that (Ge Wolde dpe 
But neuirtheleſſe Spon the thrydde nytiht 
Home cometh Arueratus the worthy enyght 
And aſkith fez why that fie wepith fo fore 
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And fhe Gan Wepe euir lentfe2 he more 
Allas quod (Ge the tpme that J has Boz 
Thus Hane J fapde quod fie thus haue J (orn 
And tolde Fim alle the raas Bp and Bp 
Hob fie Fadde prompfedttnozanttp 
The (qupc2 as pe Gaue herde to fore 
(je nedtth nat to referceit anp moze 
THis hufGonde Wits glade chere in frendky wife 
Anſwerde and fapode as (Halle deupfe 
(is there aught etles Doꝛrigene But this 
Slap nap fie fapde god hekpe me foas ps 
Chisisto mekpl andit Were goddes lope 
pe wif quod Gelat ſtepyn that to (ty lle 
It map Be wele pet perauenture todg 
ye fatie youre trouthe holde Bp my fap 
Foꝛ fod fo Wop ftp Gaue mercp on me 
(J fade Wele fpuez ſtyched foz to Be 
For Derp Coue whiche J to pou Gaue 
But pe ſholde poure trouthe kepe and ſaue 
Trouthe is the higheſt thing that may map hepe 
But With that worde fe Graft anon to wepe 
And fapde J pou forbede on pepne of deth 
That neviz While poulaltith epf oz Brees 
TO no wittht to telke of this mpfauenture 
Hs J map Beft J Wol mp Wo endure 
Ne make nocontenaunce of heuyneſſe 
That folke of pou map deme Garme oꝛ geſſe 
Gnd forthhe clepith a fquyez anda mayde 
Go forth anone With Dozrigene Fe fapde 
ts ie a to fuche a place anon 
They tohe theireleue and on theire Wep they to 
But hep ne wyſt wip fhe thidre panics Bim 
He Wolde no wight telle his entent 
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Parauenture ay Gepe of pou pps 
Wpl Golden him a Cede man ty thts 
That Ge Wolf put his Wifin ieopardy 
Herknyth the taveorpeonGimcrpe 
She map Gaue bettre fortune than pow femeth 
And whan that pe Gane Gerde the tale, demeth 
Chis ſquyer whiche that hight Aurelius 
Dn Doꝛꝛittene that Was ſo amerous 
Of auenture happed fer to mete. 
Amydde the toun right ty the quyckeſt ſtrete 
As ſhe wolde fone the wey forth right 
Toward the gardeyne there as (Ge Gadde hight 
And he was to the gardyn Warde alfo 
Foꝛ Were Fe fpped ian (fe wolde to 
Dute of fier Goufe to anp manez place 
But thus tcp meten Bp auentuze and grace 
And he faluetitier With gladeenten€ 
And afhed of Fez whitherwarde fhe went 
And fie aunfiberd Gatf as fie Wee madde 
Yu to the the gardyn as mp huſbonde Gadde 
My trouthe for to holde alias allas 
Gurelins tan to wondre ti thiscaas 
And tn Gis hert Gadde grete compaffioun 
Df fer cere and of fez famentacionn 
And of Aruevatus the worthy bnytiht 
That Badde Fer Golde that fhe hadde hittht 
So lothe fim was if fhe (Hovde breke Fez trouthe 
And in fis herte he caught of this Grete routhe 
Confiderpné the eft on euery ſyde | 
Chat from that knſt pet Were Him Cpuez abpde 
Than todo fo high a foep (fie wrechydneſſe 
Apenſt fraunchtfe and gentylneſſe 
ftoz whiche in felbe woꝛdes fapde Ge tins 
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Madame fap fo poure Corde Arueragus 
Chat fithen J fe bts grete gentylneſſe 
To pouandeke Gfepoure rete dijtreffe. =. 
That him Were CLpuez Gane ſha me ¢ that Were routhe 
Gan pe to me thus ſholde Breke poure troutb 7 
GGaue tele Cpuez euir to (uffre Woo 
Chan] departe the Coue Hit wiv pou two 
h pou refeffe madame into poure Gonde 
Dupte enerp furement andeuerp Bonde 
Chat pe Gane made tome as Gere biforn 
Dithen that tyme that pe Were firft Bozn 
My trouche ſplittht § ſhal pou neutz reprecf 
Of none beheſt and Gere J take mp leue 
As of the tretbeftandehe the beſt bpf 
Chat euir pee I nee ty alle mplpf 
But enerp wif Beare of fez beheſt | 
Dy Dorrigene remembrith at tHe left 
Thus can a fqupezdoa gentyl dede —9 
As wele ascan a bnyght withouten drede — 
She thankith him Spon Gez knees al Bare — 
And home to fez huſbonde is ſhe fare 
And tolde him al as ye haue herde me ſayde 
And Be pe ſyker Ge was wele apayed 
That it Were impoſſikle me to rite 
what ſholde Ifentgere of this caasendpte 
Aruerattus and Dorrittene Gis wif 
(Jn ſouerayne Beiffe ledpn forts theive fpf 
Neuiz aftez Was theze angre them Bitwene 
He cheriſſhed her as thouth (Ge Were a quene 
nd ſhe thas tree to Gir forenirmorze - 
Df thefe tivo folke pe tet of me notnoze. 
Aurelius that his coſt Gathat foꝛlorn 
Curſith the tyme hat entz Ge wasBoan - 
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Atlas alfas quod Ge that hJ behight 
Df pured tovde a thoufand pounde wyght | 
Muto this Oftlofopiet fou (GarGodo 
§ fe nomoze But that J at fozd0 
oppn heritatte j muft nedes ſelle 
And Be a begar herve J map nat onefte 
And fiampn alce mp kynrede ty this place 
But J of him map fete (on Grace 
Dut natieleffeY wok of him affap 
At certapne peres and dates to pap 
And thanhe fim of fis Grete curtefpe 
Opp troutie wplAbepe i Wolnatlpe 
With Gert fore Ke goth vnto his cofre 
And brought gold Suto this philoſophre 
The Batue of fpue hundred pounde fj geſſe 
And him beſeched of Gis gentptneffe 
Co graunte him dates of the remenaune 
Hnd fapde map(te2 J daz Wele make auaunt 
G fapted neniz of mp trouth as pet 
ffoz fekir€p mp dette (Hat wele Be quyt 
Tolbard pou hou euir that I fare 
Toto a begyng in mp bprtet Bare 
But if pe wolde woucheſauf on ſuretye 
Tho pere o2 tire foz to reſpyte me 
Than Were G wele for elles muft Jj ferle 
Myn Geritage thez ts no moze to tetfe 
This phitofophre fobprep aunfwerde 
Bnd fapde thus whan Ge Gis Wo2des herde 
Hane J nat Golde couenaunt nto the 
pescertis wele and truly quod fe 
Haft thou nat had thy lady as the Cyheth 
No no quod fe and fozoufultp Ge ſilꝛeth 
What Was the caufe telle me tf thou can 

{i 
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Aurelius anone Sis taleSegan 
And tolde him alas pe Gane Gerde bifore 
It nedith nat to referce ft pou moze 
He fapde Arueragusof gentylnes 
Hadde Ceup2 to dpe in ſorowe and in diftres 
Gan that his wyf were of fer trouthe fats 
Che ſorowe of Dozrittene Ge tolde His als 
How loth Ger Were to be a Wpched wyf 
Gnd that ſhe Gadde leuyr Gane loft Ge2lpF 
Andher trouthe fie ſwore throutth innocence 
She neuizerft herde ſpekꝛe of apparence 
That made me to haue in her ſo grete pyte 
And right as frely as he fent fez to me 
As frely ſent I her home to him agtayy 
Chis ts al and ſome there ts no moze to ſayne 
This philoſopher aunfiverdfene Brother 
Eueriche of pou dpd tentplneffe to other sak 
Thou art a (quyezandfeisahnptie = = = = 
But fod foꝛbede foꝛ fis bliſful myttht 
But a clerke coude do as tentpl a dede 
As wele as any of yon it is no drede 
Dit J reteffe the tip thouſand pounde 
Hs noe thou Were cropen oute of the frounde 
Me neutz 02 nowe ne haddeſt bhnowen me 
Foꝛ fir Wok nat take a penp of the 
Foꝛ atle mp craft ne foꝛ mp trauaylſe 
Thou Haft wele payde for mp Sptapte 
itis ynough fare Wefe and haue gode dap 
nd tohe his hor ſe and fozté fe goth Gis wep 
Lozdpntfes this queftion than afheG pou 
whiche as the mooft fre as thpnhith pou 
Now tellith me o2 that pe furttier Wende . 
Gcan to moze mp tale is at anende 
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Here endith the Fraunhlepns tate 
Und folo Wits the profore of the wyf of Bathe 

e = wperience thoutzh none auctozite 
Were ty this worlde is right ynough fox me 

To ſpeke of Wo thatisinmariage 
But Cordes fithen J twetue pere was of ate 
Thanked Be fod that is eternalle onfpue 
Huſbondes at the chirche doze Gane fad fpue 
Gf J foofte myght Gane Wedded Ge & 

And al Were worthy men in theire dere 
Yut me Was tolde nat font a to pibps 
That fithen criſt Went ni uiz Gut onps 
To weddyntt in the Cane of tratife 
Chat Bp the fame enfample taught Ge me 
That J ne Wedded ſhulde Ge But onps 
Lo fe whiche a (Harpe Worde for the nones 
Beſide a Welle Jefustodandman 

: f{» 
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Spahe in repreef of the ſamaritan 
Thou haſt Gad fyue huſbondes fapd fie 
And that ifke man Gat now hath the 
Gs nat tip huſbonde thus Ge fapde certapne 
what Ge ment therby I can nat fapn 
But that gj afke why the fpfte man 
Was nat huſbonde to the famaritan 
Hou manp myght Ge haue ty mariage 
pet Gerde J neutz telle/ in mpn age 
Df this nomBre Serzp diffinicioun 
Spey map deme and gloſe Sp and doun 
But ete J wote evprefje withouten lye 
Chat tod Bad Bs Wey and multiple 
That Hentpl tevte can J wete vnderſtond 
Che Wele J Wote fe ſayde that mpr huſbonde 
Sholdeleue fadez and moore And take to me 
But of nomBre no mencion madve Ge 
Df Bpttampe o2 of octotta mye 
why ſholde men fpeke of it belonye 
Lofere the Wpfekpnt dan Salamon 
Gj trowe fe fad wyues mo than one 
Hs Wolde to (tod tt feful Were tome 
Tohaue refre([Gpng Gaf fo oft as fe 
whiche a peft of Hod Had Ge for af Gis pues 
Noman Hath ſuche hat in this woꝛlde on lyue is 
God wote this noble hint as to mp wytte 
The firft nyght had many a merp fptte 
With eche of them fo Wele thas him onlpue 
pe bleſſyd Be fod that Ihaue hadde fyue 
Df whiche ſ haue ppched oute the Beft 
Bothe of theire nepthez purfe and ehe theire Heft 
Dyuerſe fcofes mahith parfpte clerkes 
And dpuerfe practphke in manp fondrp werkes 
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Makith he erhinan parfpte ftherbp 
Df fyue huſbondes fcotpne am i : 
Welcome the fivte whan that ete fe (Gal 
Forſoth J pl nat kepe me chaft in at | 
Gan mp huſbonde is fro the woꝛlde p ttone. 
Some criften man (Hal wedde me anone 
Foz the appoftofe ſayth that J am fre 
To wedde a goddes half Where tt lybeth me 
He ſayth to Be Weddedit is no ſynne 
Better itis €o Be Wedded than toBrenne 
WHat rechith me thougth men fap SeConp 
Df ſhrewde Lamet§ and of his bygamye 
G wote Abraham asa ful holy man 
And eke Jacob as fer as euir J tere can 
And eche of them Gadde mo Wpues than to 
And manp a nothe2 Golp man alſo 
Were can pe fap tn anp maneꝛ atte 
That evriz fod defendeodmariate - 
Bp evpreffe wordes J prap pou telle me 
D2 where comaunded Ge entz virgynite 
J Woot as wele as pe itis no drede 
Che appoftel whan fe fpake of madynhede 
He fapde that therof precept hadde he none 
(Pen map counfepte a Woman to be one 
But counfeplis no manez comaundment 
He puttitG hatin oure owne iugement 

Foꝛ hadde Hod comaunded madynhede 
Than fad Ge dampned weddynt oute of drede 

And certis if there neve no fede p ſowe 
Virttinyte what ſholde therof growe 

Paule durſt nat comaunde at the leſte 
Athintt whiche his mapftez pane none heſte 
The darte is fet Spon birginyte | 

f 



Tbe wyf of Bathes provoyue: 

Cache who fomap who rennyth Beft Let fe 
Hut this worde is nat take of enerp Witte 
Hut there as fod wol peue it of fis myght 
(Jj Wote Wele the appoftel basa mapde 
But natheles though Ge Wrote and fapde 
He Wofde enerp wight were ſuche ashe 
At is But counfepl to virgynite 
And for to Gea wyf Ge paue me lene 
Dfindultence ſo it be nat to repreue 
To wedde me if that mp make dpe 
Withoute evcepcioun of Sptampe 
Al Were it fode no Woman for to tonche 
He ment in Gis bedde oz tn Gis couche 
for perplitis fpre and towe to affemBle 
pe knowe what thisenfample map refemBle 
This isaland fome he helde Sirtpnite 
Moꝛe parfpte than weddyng in freelte 
frreelte clepe J But if that Ge o2 ſhe 
wolde eden al theire fpf in chaſtite 
GW traunt tt Weve J Gane none enupe 
Though maydenhede preferze bytta mye 
It yketh them to beclene in body and gooſt 
Df mpn eftate J wyl make no booſt 
Ful ele Iknorbe a lorde in his hou ſeholde 
Hath nat euery Seffet of fituez and of ttolde 
Sone Geen of tre and done theire Corde feruife 
God clepith to him fofke in ſondry wyſe 
And eche Gath of god propre peft 
Som this for that as him lyſt to ſhyft 
Virttynite is a Grete perfectioun 
And contpnence ehe With deuociouy 
But crit that is of perfectioun the welle 
Bad nat euerp Wight Ge ſholde to fetfe . 



The Wpf of Bathes prologue 

Alle that Ge hath and peue it to the poure 
And in ſuche wyſe folowe him and Gis fore 
fhe ſpake to him that wyl lyue parfytly 
And lordyngtes by youre leue that am nat ſJ 
J Wok beſtoe the floure of alle myn atte 
\Wn the actes and ty the frute of mariatte 
Cel me affo to what concfuftoun 
Were memBres made of generacioun 
Hnd of fo parfpte Wife a wight p WroutheE 
Cruft me were thep be nat made for naughe 
Gloſe who ſo wol and fap Spanddoun — 
Chat thep Were made for purtacionn _ 
Df Srpne and of offer thintes (mate 
Was ehe to knowe a female from a mate 
And foz nocaufe effes fap pe no 
The ewperience wote Weleitionatfo 
So that the cferhes With me Se nat wrothe 
Y fap thus that thep Be made for lothe 
Chat is to fap Botte for office and for eafe 
Of engendrure there we god nat diſpleaſe 
why fiuloe nat elles men in bokes ſette 
That may (Gal yelde to his wyf Ger dette 
where With (Hovde Ge make fis papemen€ 
Gf Ge ne Bfed Sis ſely inſtrument 
Chen Were thep made Spon acreature 
To purée him and eke to engendre 
But h fap nat hat euerp Witthe is holde 
That hath fuche GarnepsasG to you tolde 
Toffoand He them inentendrure 
Than ſholde men of chaftite take nocure 
Criſt has a mapde and ſhapen as a man 
And manp a ſaynt fithen the worlde Bettan 
pet lyued thep euyr ty parfpte chaftice 

f im 



Che wyf of Bathes prolotzue 

But h nplenupe non Sirkpnite ~ — 
Let chery Wits rede of pured whete Ge fedde 
Andlet to Ge wyues hote barle brede 
And yet with barlee brede as marke tel can 
Oure Corde ſeſus refreſſſed many aman 
In ſuche eſtate as god hath clepyd vs 
J pl perfenere J am nat precious 
Gn Wp fiiode wyk J Sfe mpyinftrument 
As fretp as mp mahke2 Gath it ſent 
Uf J Be daungerous god pene me ſorꝛowe 
Myn GufBonde (Hal it haue both ene and morowe 
Lohan that him lyſt come forth and pap Gis dette 
Hn huſbonde Wol Ihaue J Wok nat lette 
That fiat Be Bothe mp dettoure and mp thral 
And Gaue Gis triBulacioun With al 
Wpor fits fleſſhe while that G am Gis wyf 
The power J have duryng alle mp lpf 
Bothe of bis proptz Bodp and nat he 
Kigtht thus the appoftef tolde it me 
And Bad oure GufBondes for to loue Be wele 
Al this fentence me pheth euerydele 
Vp ftert the pardonez and that anone 
Nol dame quod Ge Bp god and By fepne Folin 
pe Ge a noble prechoure in this caas 
J has aBoute to wedde a wyf atlas 
What (Horde I Bp tt on mp fleſſhe fo dere 
pet Gadde Itpuez wedde no wyf this pere 
Abyde quod ſhe mp tale is nat Betonne 
Nap thou ſhalt drynke of another tonne 
D2 that J to hal ſauoure werſe than ale 
And han I Gane tolde forth mp tale 
Of triBulacionn that is in mariage 
SD whiche h am evpert ty af mpn atte 



The wyf of Bathes prologue 

This is to fap mp ſelfhaue be the Whippe _ | 
Than mapft Gouchefe Whethez thon wylt ſippe 
Df that tonne that the (hal broche 
Be Ware of tt 02 hou to nygh approche 
ffor J (Bathe tee en ſamples mo than ten 
who fo hol nat Be Ware bp othez men 
Dp him (Gal other men corrected be 
Theſe fame woꝛdes writeth protholome 
Rede ty his almegeſt and take it there 
Dame | wolde prape poutf poure wyl Were 
Sapde hig pardonere as pe Beffan 
Cel forth poure tale fpare for roman 
And teche Ss pong men of poure practphe 
Gladly quod ſhe fithen it map poulpke 
But that pray co afte this company 
Gf tat J ſpeke aftez mp fantefp 
stake nat a gfreef of that J fap 
ffor myn entent is but for to pfap 
Now fires than Wot | celle pou forth my tale 
Hs eup2 J muft orpnke wyne oz ale 
G {Gal fay ſoth theſe GufBondes that § Gadde 
Cre of thet tere Hode and two Were Badde 
Che thre men there fode and riche and ofde 
Wnneth mpefic hey the ſtatute Golde 
Gn whiche thep Were Bounden vnto me 
pe Wote wele what J mene parde . 
As helpe me tod I lautG whan that 9 tipnhe 
Hod pptouftp a nyght J made thes to ſwynke 

And by mp fayth I paue of thery no ftoze 
They Gadde me pene theire onde and thetve trefore 
Me nedith nat todotfemlentere oilitence 
To Wynne theire loue o2d0 ther renerence 
They Coued me fo wele Bp god aboue 



The wyf of Bathes profotue 

That J ne tofde no deynte of herloue 
A Wpfe woman Wok Gefp Ger enir in one 
To tete Fez Cone pe there fhe Fath none 
But fithen J Gadde ther Golly ir myy honde 
And aftez hep Gad pene me thetre Conde 
What ſholde J take hepe them for to pleafe 
But if it were for mp profet oz for mpn eafe 
Ihelde ther ſo Werke Sp mp fep 
That many a nyght hep fons Wele alvep 
The Bacon thas nat fet for hem J trowe 
Chae for man Gath in Eſſex at donmowe 
H ¢onerned them fo wele aftez mp lawe 
Chat eche of them ful bliſful has and fawe 
To Brpntfe me tap thyngles fro the fapre 
They were ful fapne whan 8 fpake to thery ſayre 
Foꝛ god it ote Ichydde them fpptouftp 
Now Gerke hou Bare me propirtp — 
pe Wife wyues that can ÿnderſtonde 
Chus ſholde pe fpekpy and Bere them on honde 
Foꝛ half fo Gofdfp can there no man 
Swere andlpe asa Wotan can 
J fap nat this by pues that Been wyſe 
But if i¢ Be whan hep them mpfaupfe 
A wyſe wyf tf that fie can her gode 
Dial Bere him on honde the co is ode 
And take wytneſſe of Fez owen mayde 
Df Ger aſſent Bue herbneth What ſ ſayde 
Spr olde kaynard is this thpy array 
why is mp nyhboures wyf ſo gay 
Sie is Honoured where entz ſhe goth 
(J fptte at Home and haue no thrifty cloth 
what doſt thou at mp nytthboures houſe 
(is (Ge fo fayre art thon fo amoꝛouſe 



The wyf of Bathes prokogue 

What rob neſt thou With a mayde benedicite 
Sir olde lechoure Cet thy tapes Be 
andif that Ihaue a goſſoppe o2 a frende 

withouten gylte thou chydeſt asa feende 
That J walhke and plep vnto Fis houſe 

Thou comeſt Gome as dronken asa moufe 
And precheft on thp benche with eupl preef 
Thou fapft to me it is a Grete myſcheif 
To wedde a poure woman for coftate 

Andif (Ge Ge riche of high parate 
Thou ſayſt hat it isa Ser2zp turmentrp 
To ſuffre bez prpde and Gez melancoly 
And if (Ge Se fapre thou Serzp hnaue 

- Thou fapft that enerp Goloure Wol Fez Fane 
Sie map no While in chaftite aBpoe 
That is aſſayled oh euery ſyde 
Thou ſayſt fome folke defire Ss for richeſſe 
Som for oure ſhappe and ſom for oure fayrneſſe 
And ſom foꝛ ſhe can other ſynge oz daunce 
And ſom for gentylneſſe oz for daliaunce 
Som for Ge2 hondes and her armes finale 
Thus goth alle to the deuyl by the talſe 
Chou ſayſt men map nat kepe a caſtel Walle 
It nap fofont affapled Be ouir alge 
Andif (He Se foule thou fapft that fhe 
Couetyth euerp man that (Ge map fe 

Foꝛ as. a ſpaynel ſhe wolde on Fim kepe 
Tre (Ge map fynde fom man her to chepe 
Ne none fo Fre p goos Hoth ther fn the fake 
As fapft thou wol Be withoute fez make 
And fapft tt ts an Garde chyng for to wolde 
A tipng that noman tot His thanke Golde 
Thus fapft thou boꝛelle whan thou goſt to bedde 



The wyf of Bathes prolozue 

And that no Wife man nedith for to wedde 
Me noman that entendit§ vnto heuyn 
With wylde thundre dynte and fpre leuyn 
Moote thyn Welked necke Ge to broke 
Chou ſayſt a dvopppng houſe and eke ſmoke 
Andchydyntt wyues makey men flee 
Dute of theire houſes atones a benedicite 
What ayleth ſuche an olde man foz to chyde 
Thou ſayſt we pues wyl oure dices hyde 
Tyl Wwe Be faſt and than We Wok ther ſhew 
Wele map hat Be a prouerbe of a (Grebe 
Thou fapft that oven affesGozfe and Goundes 
They Been affaped of dyuers ftoundes 
Ba ſynslauers oz that men ther Bye 
Spones ſtoles and alle other huſbondrye 
Und fo Bp pottes clothes endarap 
But folke of pues make none affap | 
T pl thep Be weddyd toolde d otarde ſhrewe 
nd than fap(t thou the wol oureSpcesfGewe 
Chou fapft alſo thatitdtfpeea fits me 
But if thou wylt prey fe mp Beaute 
And But thou poure alday in mp face 
Hndclepe me fapre dame ty euerp place 
And But thou mahke a feft that ithe dap 
That J as born and me freſſhe and tap 
And but thou do to mp nozpce honoure 
Hndto mp chambre Within mp Boure 
And to my fadersfolkeandmpnalpes 
Thou fapft thou ofde barrelle ful of tpes 
And alfo for that oure apprentice ſankyn 
Foꝛ fis criſpe herys ſſynyntt as golde fpne 
And for Ge fqupret§ me bothe vp and doun 
pet Saft thou cauttht a fatfe fufpectionn 



Tbe wyf of Bathes progoyue 

Jwyl him nat thoutzh thon Were dede fo mozolve 
Dut tel me this why hydeſt thou with forzowe 
The hepes of chp chefte awey fro me 
As Wele itis mp gode as thyn parde 
fat wenyſt thou to make an ydiote of oure dame 
Mol Bp that Corde that clepyd is ſaynt Jame 
Chou ſhalt nat both though thou Were wode 
Be mapftez of mp body and of mp gode 
That one thou ſhalt forgo mare tipnepy 
what neditG the of me toenquere o2 prpen 
Itrowe thou woldeſt Cocke me in thp heft 
Chou ſholdeſt fap gode wyf go where pe kyſt 
Take poure diſporte J piteue no takes 
Ghknotbe pou for a true pf dame Alis 
weloue noman that takich kepe oz Harte 
where that We fo We Wot Be at oure large 
D f al nanez men p Bleffid moot be Be 
Che wyſe Aftrologpen day protholome 
Chat fapetG rittht thus in Gis al megeſt 
Df abe men Fis hp foome ts the eft 
Chat rechitG nat iho hath the Wo2lde in fonde 
Bp this prouerBe thou (Halt Huderftonde 
Haue thou ynough what daz the recke o2 care 
Hou merely that other folkes fare 
ffoz certis ofde dotardes Bp poure leue 
pe fal Bane quente ynogh ateue 

Foꝛ he is totfrete a netfart that Wol werne 
A man to light a candel at Gis lantern 
He (Fal neuie Gane the teffe light parde 
Haue thou pnougs thou daz nat plepne efe 

Thou fapft alſo if hat we make Ss fap 
Wwith clothing oz With precious aray 
Thatit is peryl of oure chaftite 



The wyf of Bathes prololue 

And Wits ſorowe thou muſt enforcen the 
And fap thefe wordes ty the apoſtoles name 
Gn habyte made With chaftiteandfGame 
pe Women fal appareplle pou quod Ge 
And nat ty treffed Gere and riche perze 
Hs perles ne With golde ne clothes riche 
Hfter tip texte ne after thp rubryche 
4 wyl nat worche as moche asa knat 
Chou fapft thus Wwalke outeas a cat 
But iGo fo wok fence the cattes fkpn 
Chan pl the cat duelle in his in 
And if the cattes fhpy Ge f€pke and gap 
Sie Wol nat duelle in Gis houſe half a day 
But foꝛth ſhe ol oz anp dap Be da wed 
To ſhewe her fepn and go a catirwa wid 
This is to fap tf I be gay fir ſhrewe 
hJ wol renne oute mp borel for to ſhewe 
Dp2 ofde foole what helpith the to eſpyen 
Thoutth tion pley arttus with Gis hundreth eyen 
To be mp warde corps ashe may beſt 
Gn feyth Ge (Gal nat hepe me But me kyſt 
pet coude J mahe Gis Berde fomote | the 
Chou fap(t eeke that there Be thynges tive 
The whiche tGinttes trouBlen al the erthe 
And that no Wight map endure the ferthe 
D Cente fir ſhrewe heſus ſhort thylyf 
pet precheſt thou and ſayſt an Gatefut wyf 
Reh nedis foz one of theſe myſchaunces 
Been there now none otfez re ſemblaunces 
That map Be Cphe porre parables Suto 
But if a felp wpf Ge one of tho 
Chou lykneſt ehe a homannps Cone toGelle 
To bareyn Conde there Water map nat duelle 



The wyf of Bathes prologue 

Thon lyk neſt vs eke alſo to wylde fyre 
The moze it brennyth the moze it Gath deftre 
Toconfume enerp thpng that brent wolde Be 
Chou fapft right as wormys fHenden a tre 
Kittht foa wyf diſtroyeth bez huſbonde 
This knowen they that Been to wyues Bonde 
Lozdpnifes right thus as pe haue vndreſtonde 
Bare Iſtyfly mpn ofde huſbondes on honde 
That thus thep fapode tn theire dronkneſſe 
And alle was fals But as 9 toke wytneſſe 
Df dankpn andof mpy nece alſo 

- D Corde the pyne ſ dyd them and the Wo 
Ful gyltles Bp goddes ſwete pyne 

ffoꝛr as anhoꝛfe Jcoude byte and wipne 
Icoude plapne though h Were in the gylt 
Oꝛelles | hadde oft tymes be ſpylt 
who ſo cometh firſt to the mylle firſt he grynt 

|G plapned firſt fo were oure werzes ſtynt 
They Were ful glade for to evcufe them blyue 
Of thing whiche thep neuir ag pleted theire lyue 
Df wenches wolde g Gere therm ful fore on honde 
whan that for fuche Suneth myght thep ftonde 
pet tikled I fits Gert for that he | 
wende that | of Fim Had fotrete cheerte 
GJ fwore that alle mp walbyng oute Bp nyght 
has foz to fpp wenches that Ge ditzht | 
Vndre thatcofourefadgmanpamirtie 
Foꝛ al fuche tipnt as gpue Ss ty oure birthe 
Diſceyte wepyng ſpynnyng god hath gene 
To women kyndly While that they lyue 
And thus of one thing J map auaunte me 
At the ende J Gane the Bettre in eche dettre 
Yap ſleyght o2 force o2 Bp for manez thyng 
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D2 By contynual murmure o2 gruchyng 
Mamep a bedde hadde they myſcbaunce 
Chere wolde J cipde and do them no pleſaunce 
J Wofde nolentereaBeddeaBbpde — 
Gf that felt Gis arme outz mp ſyde 
Cyt he Hadde made Gis raunfon Snto me 
Than wolde h fuffre Him do Gis npcete 
And therfoze euery man this tale J tefte 
Wpn who ſo may foz alle is for to ſelle 
With empty fondes men map no haukes kure 
ffor wynyntt wolde h alle his lyſt endure 
And make me than a feyned appetpte 
Und pet in Bacon Gadde § neuir delyte 
That made me that enix J Wolde thew chyde 
ffoz though the pope Gadde fitten them Sefpde 
J Wofde uat fpare them at theire otbne borde 
ffoz Bp mp trouthe J quptte them euerp worde 
As fo fefpe me od omnppotent , Be 
Though 9 righe nowe ſholde make my teſtament 
J olve them nat one worde thatitnpsquptte 
(J brought tt fo aBoute Bp mp wytte 
That they muft pene it Sp al foz the beſte 
D 2 effes Gadde the neuis Be ty refte 
for thoutth Ge Loked as wylde as atpoun 
pet (Gulde fe faple of Gis conclafioun 
Chan Wotde [I fap ode leef take bepe 
Ho mekelylokith wylkyn oure ſhepe 
Come nez mp ſpouſe let me ba thy cheke 
pe ſholde be al pacient and mehe 
And haue a ſwete ſpyced conſciente 
Sithen pe fo {peke of Nobbes pacience 
Suffreth atibey ſithen pecan fo wele preche 
And But pe do certapne We Wot pou teche 



The wyfof Bathes prologue 

Gt fs fapre a man fo haue his wyf in pees 
DneofistiomuftBowedoutles ..... 
Bnd fithen a man is euit moze refonaBle 

- Than a Woman is pe muft Be fufferaBle 
What ayleth pou co gruche and grone 
Git is for pe Wolde haue mp quente alone 
why take it Co Gauetteuerpodele ? 
Petp2 8 ſhrewe pou But pe Coue it wele 
froz tf J Wolde fi —5 — bele choſe 
Icoude Wathe as freſſhe as a roſe 
But J wot kepe it for poure owne tothe 
pe Be to Blame Bp god |§ fap pow ſothe 
Suche manez Woꝛdes hadde We on Gonde 
Now Wolf fpeke of mp fourth GufBonde 
m pfourthhuſbonde as a reueloure 

This is to fap Ge Gadde a paramoure 
and9 was ponttand ful of ragery 
Styboꝛn and ſtronge and prpant asa pp 
Chocoude J daunce Bnto an farpe (male 
And ſyng ywys as any npwitpngate 
Wan hadde dronke a draught of fete wyne 
Metuklius the foule chorle the ſwyne 
That with a ſtaf beraft Gis wyf heꝛ lyf 
for ſhe dranke wyne. and hadde be Fis wyf 
He ſholde nat haue daunted me from drynke 
And after wyne on benus muft J thynke 
And alſo fphez as colde entte ndreth hayle 

Aticoꝛous mouthe muft haue alycherous tayle 
Gh Woman bynolent is no defence 
Chis hnowenlechoures by experience 
But lord Cryſt whan it rememBret§ me 
Wpon my pouthe and on mp tofpte 
It tybtith me aboute my herte rote e 

| i 
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Vnto his dap it doth myn herte Bote 
That I Gane hadde mp woꝛlde as in my tyme 
But atte allas that al wol enuenyy 
Hath me beraft mp Beaute and my pythe 
Let to fave Wele thie deuyl to therwith 
Te floure is to ther nps no moze to tefle 
The Brey as Beft map now muſt ſ ſelſe 
Nob tobe rittht merp wyl Ifonde 
Now wpe) tette of mp fourth GufGonde 
i —_ fapfieGaddeagretedifppte = 

That J in anp other Gadde delpte 
But fe was quyptte Bp god and Bp ſeynt ſoſe 
Gnade Gin of the fame Wwodeatroce 
Nat of mp Bodp in no foule maneze 

But certaynky J made folke fuche chere 
That ty Gis olbne grece J made him frye 
fioz andre and fox Berap ielouſye 
Bp (odin erthe was his purgatozp 
For whiche J Gope Gis foule Be in glorye 
for god it Wote he fat ful ofteandfong 
Whan that Gis (Go ful bytterly Fim wrontte 
Ther Was no wight faue god and Ge Hat wyſt 
Yn many Wpfe Gon fore G him twyſt 
Hie dped whan J cam froieru ſalem 
And kyeth p graue vndre the rode beem 
Al is his tombe nat ſocurius 
As was the ſepulcre of him Darius 
Whiche that appelles wrought fo ſubtelly 
It is but waft to burye him preciouftp 
Let Hin fare wele god yeue His foute gode reſt 
Heis nowe in fis graue and leyde ty his cheſt 
n Mwof mp fyfte huſbonde wyl GB telle 

God let hts ſoule rentz come in helle 
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And pet was he tome mooſt ſhrewe 
That fete J on mp rybbes alle Bp rewe 
And erttz ſhalle Suto mpy endpné dap. 
But in oure bedde he Was ful freſſhe and gap 
And ther withalle fe conde fo wele me gloſe 
Wan that Ge wolde haue mp Bele choſe 
That though Ge hadde Bette me on euerp Gone 
PHecoude wynne my foue atfapne anone 
J trotbe IlouedHiny beſt for that be 
was of fistoue fodaurterous Snto me 
We Women haue if that h (Hal nat lye 
Gn thismatere a quepnte fantefp 
wayte What thyng We map natcpeselp haue 
Ther after Wpl We crpe alday and craue 
ForBede Vs thyng and defiren we 
Prees on Hs faft and than Wot we fle 
With daunte2 Deter We alle oure chaffare 
Grete prees at market mahith dere are 
Hndto grete chepe ts holden a lytel prpce 
This hnowith euery Woman that is wyſe 
m —_ p fpfte huſbonde tod fits ſoule bleſſe 

whiche J toke fozfoue and noricheffe 
He fomtpme Wasa clerke of D venforde 
And Gadde left fcole and Went at Gome to Borde 
With mp toffop tho duellyng ty oure toun 
(50d Gaue Ge2 foute Gez name was alpfoun 
She knewe mp hert andeke mp prpuite 
Bettp2 than oure pariſſhe preeft fo moot § the 
Toker BeWreped| mp counfepl afle 
ffoz Gadde mpn huſbonde ppffed attenſt a Walle 
Oꝛ do a thyntt that Ge ſholde haue cooft hislyſt 
Toher and alſo toa a notheꝛ woꝛthy wyf 
And to mp nece Whiche that Iloued wele 

tn 



Che pf of Bathes profottue:. 

J Wolde haue tolde Gis counfepl euerydele 
And fof) dpd fut ofte fod it wote | 
Chat made hts face ful ofte rede and hote 
Foꝛ Berzp fame and bla med him ſelue that he 
Hadde tolde to me fo grete a pppuite 
Gnd fobefplthatonpsinalente — - 
So ofte tyme § to mp goſſop Went 
Foꝛ euiz ſ loued to Be fap ativep | 
And for to athe ty Marche Aprpl and May 
Frohouſe toGoufe to here of fondrp tates 
That Jankpy cferke and mp goſſop Dame atps 
And J mp felf into the feldes went 
My GufGonde Was at london al chat lent 
(Jhadde the Bettrelepfez-fortoplep — 
And foz to fee andehe for to Ge fep 
D fruftp fotke what pit J where my grace 
was ſhapen for to Be 02 in What peace : 
Therfore § made mp Spfitactonng 
To Vittplesandtoproceffionns. 
Co prechpntfe ehe and to pplgramates 
Co plepes of mprackes and tomariates 
And Werpd Spon mp gap ſcarlet gytes 
Theſe wormes ne theſe moghes ne theſe mytes 
Vpoy mp parel frayde them neuir a dete 
Gnd woteſt thou wip for hep Sere Bfed wee 
Mow Worl telle forih WHat happed ine 
J fap that in the fefdes Wathed whe i 
Cpl truly that We hadde fuche daliaunce 
Chis cerhe andG that of mp purneaunce 
9 (pake to him and fapde that he 
(If J Were wydowe fHofde Wedde me 
Foꝛ certayn J fap pou for no bolaunce 
pet Was] neutz withoute purueaunce 



The Wpf of Bathes profoyue 

Df mariage ne other thynttes eke 
J Golde a moufe herte nat worth a lehe 
That Gath But one hole for to (tert to 
And if that faple Hanis at p oo 
A Bare him on honde GeGadde enhaunced me 
py dame taught me fozfotie that ſotelte 
And eke J fapde h mette of im al nyght 
He wolde Kane flapne me as (i lep vpright 
nodal mp Bedde Wasfulof Lerrp blode 
But pet Ihope truly pe ſhal dome gode 
for Blode Betok nett Golde ao has taugtht 
And al Was fats is dremed of him right naught 
Butas i fofolbed ap mp damys łoꝛe 
As wele of thatasof otter thyngges more 
And nol fir let me fe what (Horde J ſayn 
Aha By tod I Gaue mp tate agayn | 
whan that mp fourth huſbonde was on Bere 
§ Wepte altzate and made a ſory chere 
As vyues muft for it ts the vſatte 

' And with mp bpreGef Jclerpd mp viſage 
But for that J has purupoe of a make 
G wepte fullptel J daz Snoertake 
To chirche has mp huſbonde Bozy on mozowe 
With oure nytthboures that for him made foro 
And fankpy oure clethe Was one of tho 
Hs helpe me god whan that J ſa we Giry to 
After the Bere me thouttht he hadde a pepre 
Df Cettites and fete focleneandeche fo fapre 
That atte mp Gert J yaf ÿnto his holde 
He has J trowe twenty wynter ofde 
But 3 as fourtp if J (ial fap the ſoth 
But pet J Gadde al wey acortes toth 
Gappe tothed h was but that becan me Were 

t Hy 



Che wyf of Bathes protoyue 

Ihadde the prynte of ſeynt benus fete 
As helpe me god § basa fulluftp one 
And fapreand riche and pong and wele Betone 
Gnd trucp as mp Gufsondestoldoe me 
G Gadde the beſt quente that mppitBe 
ffoz certis g am alle tullp Senertan 
In fekyng and tn. mp Gert is Marcian 
Wenus me paue mpluft andlpkeronfneffe 
Gnd Apars paue me mp ſturdy hardyneſſe 
Myn afcendaunt was Taure andmars therin 
Actas atlas that enizCoue Was ſynme 
h folowed ap mpn inclinactoun 
Bp Sertue of my conſtellacioun 
That made me hat jcoude nat withdrawe 
Wp chambre of benus froa gode felawe 
petGaue Martis marke Spon mp face 
And alſo in an othez prpup place 
For god fo wyſty Be mp ſaluacioun 
Iſ ouyd nenizbp noodtferectoun = 
But eutz folowwed mpn appetite 
Ae Were helong ſhorte blache oz White 
(j tohe no hepe fo that helyhed me 
How poure He has ne che of iat detfre 
what ſholde § fap But at the monethesende 
This tolp clerke Jankyn that was ſohende 
Hath Weddpd ine with Grete folempnypte 
And to him paue § allefonde and fee | 
Chat entr Was pene me ther Bifozre 
But afterWarde me repented it ful fore 
He noflde fuffre notipng of mplpft — 
Bp god he ſmote me onys oh thekyſt 
Dn the cheke. for J rent onte of bis Bote a leef 
Chat of the ftroke mpn ere Wevt aldeef 



» Ge wyfof Dates prologue 

Stpbozne J Was asis a lyoneſſe 
and of mp tunte a Serzp tangetre(fe 
And Walhe J Wofde as ſ d00n Gadde biforn 
Fro houſe to hou ſe af though he Gadde tt ſworn | 
For Whiche Fe of € tyme wolde preche 
And me of olde Komaunces geſtes teche 

4 Hou the ſymplicius gallus left bis wyf 
Gnd Ger forſoke for terme of alte hislyf 
Nat But for onps oppn Geded fe Gez fap 
Lokpug onte of fis doze Spon a dap 
 nothez Romapne tofde Ge me Bp name 
But for his pf as at a fomeres fame 
Withoute fis wyttynghe fozfoke Ger che 
And than wolde fe Dpon Gis byble feke 
That ithe prouerBe of Eccleftafte 
where fe comaundith and byddeth faſt 

Men {Golde nat ſuffre theire pues to royle aboute 
Thay wolde Ge fap thus withouten doute 
E fo byl dith fis Goufe atte of ſalo wes 

-| And prpchith Gis blynde fozfe ouir the falowes 
And ſuffrith Fis wyf to feke halowes 
Gs worthy to Be honged on the galowes 
But alfoz naught J fet it nat an Gave 
Df athis prouerBes ne of alle his ofde fate 
Me h Wol nat of fim cozrected Be 
Ghate them that tellen mp Bpces on to me 
Hnd fodo mo god Hote of Bs than A 
This made hym Wode With me al vtterly 
Wofde nat forBere him in nocaas 
ol wol ) fap pou ſoth By feint Thomas 

why that h rent oute of Gis Boke a keef 
Foꝛr whiche Ge fmote me fo that J asdeef 
He Gadde a Soke that gladey Both nyttht and day 

t im 



(Toe pf of Bathes prolottue 

ffor his diſporte he wolde rede al way 
He clepyd it valery and Theophraſt 
At the whiche boke he lough al wey ful faſt 
And eke ther as aclerke fomtpme in Rome 
Acardynalle that higde ſeynt Jerome | 
That made a Boke apenft Jonpnpan 
Jn whiche Soke ther Was eke Toztulan 
Crifippus Toztala and Helolbis 
Chat as Abbeſſe rat fez from aris 
Andehe the paraBoles of wyſe Salamon 
MDupdesartandcheBokesmanpone — 
And al thefe ere Bounde in one volume 
And euerp dap and night Was Gis cuftume 
Wan fie hadde leyſer and any Sacacioun 
fro al otheꝛ Worldlp occupactoun 
Co redpn on this Boke of wyched pues 
He knewe of them molegendes andlpues 
Than Ge of gode Wpuesin the byble 
for truftits Wee itisanimpoffible 
That anp cferke wolde fpeke ode of pues 
But tf it be of holy fepntes lyues 
Me of none otfez omen neutz the mo 
who prentypd the lyoun telle me who 
Bp god if women hadde Wrpten ſtoryes 
as clerbes haue Within theire Dratozpes 
They wolde haue wryten of men moze wyckedneſſ 
Than alle the marke of Adam map redreſſe 
Che children of mercurp and benus 
Been in theire Wozrhpneg fulcontrarious 
Mercury Coupth wpfoome and ſcience 
Gnd Genus loueth rpotte and difpence 
Hnd for theire dpuerfe difpoficioun 
£ che fapleth in otfers exaltacioun 



The wyf of Bathes prologue 

As thus fod wote Mercury is deſolate 
Gy piſcis where venus is exaltate 
nd Senus fayleth there Mercury is rey fed 
Therfoze women of nocerketsprepfed | 
Che clerke whan Ge ts olde and map naught do 
Of venus Wwerkes nat Worth Gis otoeffio 
Than ſytteth he douy and wryteth ty bis dotatte 
That Wwomen can nat hepe theire mariage 
ut now to purpos lip § tofoe the 
Chat 9 as Beten for a Boke parde 
VPpon a nyght Jankpn that was oure (pre 
Kedde on fis Boke as he fat Bp tie fyre 
Df Cue firſt chat for fez wyckedneſſe 
was al mankpuode brought to wrechedneſſe 
fror whiche that (Ie fucrifte bim ſelue was ſtayne 
That Boutit Bs With Gis here blode agapne 
Lo fere evpreffe of Women map pe fynde 
That Woman was the Coffe of alle mankynde 
Tho redde fe me fou Sampfon loft his heris 
Slepyntt. his lemman hptte them With Ger (heres 
ThroutsG whiche treafon loft Ge Botte his epen 
Tho redde Ge me if tat J (dal nat lyen | 
Df hercules and of fis Dpanpre 
That cauſith him to fette him fefue a fpre 
No thyng fortfate fe the fozoive and the wo 
That focrates Gadde With Gis pues two 
Hob FE vantippacaft pyſſe Spon his hede 
This ſely man fat ftplie ashe were dede 
He Wp ped his hede nomoze durſt Ge ſayn 
But o2 the thundre ſtynt there cometh rapne 
Df pafipha that as the quene of Crete 
fror fire woneſſe Fim thouttht the tate ſwete 
fp fpehe nomoze it is a grifey thyntz 



The Wpf of Bates prologue 

Df ic2Gorrible CuffandGerlphpng. 
Df Cletempltra for Ger high lecherye 
Chat fal(lp made fez GufBonde to ope 
He redde t¢ Wits ful ode denoctoun. 
He toloe me eke foz WHat conclu ſioun 
Amphioraxat TheBesloft histyf 
Myn GufGonde hadde a Cettende of fis wyf 
£E ripGplemn that foz an ouche of (olde 
Hath prpuclp Snto the grekes tofde 
where that her huſbonde Gpd him in a place 
Foꝛr whiche he hadde at Thebes a ſory grace 
Df Lyma tolde fe me and of Lucy 
They both made theire huſbondes for to dy 
That one foz Cone that otheꝛ Was foꝛ Gate 
Lyma Ger Gulf Bonde Spon an euyn fate 
E npop fond him for that (Ge was his foo 
Lucta Cpheronsloued fez huſbond ſo 
for fe ſholde alates on fer thynke 
Die paue Snto him fucte a Coue dtpnke 
That Ge Was dede o7 it as at moꝛowe 
And thus alate huſbondes Gadde ſorowe 
Than tolde fe me fou hat Latumens 
Complepned fou that fel man Arrius 
That ty his gardyn growed ſuche a tre 
Dn whiche fe fapde that Gis pues tire 
Hanged them (elf for theire Gertes opfpptous 
O leue Brothez fapoe thay this Arrius 
peue me a plante of that Briffed tre 
Andin mp rdyn planted (Gal it be 
Df latter date of wyues Gath Ge redde f 3 
That fome Gane feapne theire huſbondes abedde 
And Cet the lichoure dight chem alle the nyght 
whiles that the cozps Cap in the floze Bprittie 



Tie Wy f of Bathes provotfue 

Find for Gaucdrpne naplesin theteBrapn 
Whites that thep flept ¢ thus they haue them ſtayn 
Som Gaue peue hen popfon in thetre drynke 
He fpake moze harme than ferte map thpnke — 
And therwithalle Ge coude mo proverbes 
Than in this woꝛlde growe graſſe oz herbes 
Bettp2 is quod fe thyn habitacioun 
Be with atyoun o2 a foute dragoun 
Than With a woman vſyng for tochpde 
Bettp2 is quod Ge high tn Gis roof abyde 
Than With an angry wyf doun in the Goufe 
They Be fo wycked and focontrarious 
They Gaten that theire GufBondesfoueap 
He fapde a Woman caft fez fHame a way 
Wan ſhe caft of fez fmoke and ferthermo 
A fapre Woman But (Ge Bechafte atfo 
Js fphe a olde rpnitte on a ſowes nofe 
who wolde leue o2 who wolde fuppofe 
The Wo that tn myn herte was and pyne 
And whan h ſawe that Ge wolde neuiz fyne 
To rede on Gis corſed Boke al nyght 
He fodentp thre leuys Gane ſ plpyse 
Mute of Gis Boke rittht as Ge redde and eke 
Jwith my fyft fo toke Fim on the cheke 
That in oure fpre Ge fpl Bak Warde a doun 
Gnd Gp he ftert as doth a wode Cpoun 
Und hits Gis fifte Ge ſmote me on the fede 
That in the flore Iley as Were dede 
Hnd than fe ſa we fou (tpl that Ilay 
He was agaſt and Wofde Gaue fledde away 
Typlat the Caft § oute of mp fiboune abrapde 

O baſt thon ſtayn me fatfe theef J fapde 
Gnd for mp Conde thus Gaft tou murdrede me 



The wyf of Batbes prologue 

D2 Ge dede pet ol Gonpshpffe the 
Gnd neve he casyand kneled fayre a doun 
And ſayde dere fuftre ſwete Aliſouy 
As helpe me god hſ ſhal the neuir ſmyte 
Chat Ihaue do it is thy (elf to wyte 
Foryeue it me and that |j tie Befebe 
And pet eft fones hytte him on the cheke 
And ſayde theef thus moche J am bewreke 
Now Wols dpe J map nolengere fpeke 
But at the laſt With moche care and wo 
Wwe fpLaccozded Bp oure felfpy two 
He pane me the brydel tpmpynGonde 
Tohaue the gouernaunce of houſe andfonde 
Andaftez of dis tonge and of Gis fonde alſo 
Hud made him brenne Gis Boke anone tho 
And than Whan J Gadde goten vnto me 
Che mapftre andeke the fouerapnte 
And that fe ſayde myn owne true pf 
Doth as poulpit al the terme of poure lyf 
Repe tipn honoure and eke mpn eftate 
And aftez that dap We Gadde neuir debate 
God helpe me fod has tobinashkpnode 
As any wyf from Denmarke Snto ynde 
And alfo true and fo Was Ge to me 
J prap to tod that ſytteth ty mage(tp 
So Beeffe bis foule foz Gis mercp dere 
No WwolI fap mp taleif ye wol here 
t Re frere kough Gan Ge Gadde Ferd ae this 

Mow dame quod Ge ſo haue h fope and Bris 
This is alone preambe of a tale | 
And whan the Sompnoure herde the frere thate 
Lo quod the Sompnoure foꝛ goddes arines two 
H freve Wol entromette him euirmo 



The wyfof Bathes provottue 

Lo tfode nena flpeandeheafrere : 
Wo falle in enerp mannys diſſhe and matere 
What fpekeft hou ofpreamBufactoun = 
what amble oz trotte go pyſſe o2 fptte a doun 
Chou ketteſt oure difpoztetn this matere — 
pe wylt thou fo fiz Sompnoure quod the frere 
Now By mp fayth h fGatleoz Hato — 
Telle of a ſompnoure ſuche a tale o2 two 
That alte forthe ſhal Caugs ty this place 
Mow efles frere J beſhre we thy face 
Quod this Sompnoure, and h beſhrewe me 
But if § telle tales two oꝛ thre | 
Df freres o2 that Frome to Sydyngbourn 
That (Gat make the ſore for tomozne 
fFor wele J Woot tip pactence is tone 
Dure hooſt crpde peafeand that anone 
And fapode let the oman telle Ge2 tale 
pe faren as fothes Gat dronke Been of abe 
Do dame telle forth poure tafe and that is beſt 
Al redp fir quod fife right as pou lyſt 
If A Gaue Cicence of thts worthy frere 
yes dame quod fe teble foꝛth andg wol here 

Here endith thie wyf of Bathes prologue 
And here begynneth fer Tale 

i yolde dayes of kpng Arthoure ——— 
Df whiche Britons fpehe grete honoure — 

Al Was this londe fulfylled of fayrye 
The elphe quene With fez ioly company 
Daunced ful ofte in many a rene mede 
This was the ofde opunyon as Jj rede 
h fpeke of manp an Gundred peres a foo 



The wyf of Bathes Tale 

Hnd Ge ne wolde do them anp diffonoure 
Gnd foGefpe that this kpne Arthoure 
Hadde in Gis houſe aluftp bacheler 
Chat on a dap cam rpdpne fro the rpuere 
And happed that alfone ashe wasGo2 
She fale a mapde alkpnet him biforn 
Of whiche mapde anone magre Fez fede 
By Berzp force he Beraft fez mapdenGede 
fToz whiche oppreffioun was fuche cla moure 
Gnd fuche purfute SutoSntohpnt Arthoure 
Chat dampned thas thishnpetit for to Be dede 
Bp courfe of Latbe and ſholde haue loft his hede 
Parauenture fuche Was the ftatute tho 
But that the quene and otfe2ladies moo 
So lonte prapde the kynttof trace 
Tolle hiolyf graunted in that place 

| 
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And pane Gin co the quene alle at Her wylle 
Tochefe whether ſhe wolde Him ſaue oz ſpplle 
Che quene thanked the kyng With alle Ger myght 
And aftez this thus ſpake ſhe to the knpafit 
whan ſhe ſawe Gez tyme Spon a dap 
Thon ftondeft pet quod fie ty fuche aray 
That of thy rf pet Galt thon no furete 
Igraunt thykyf if thou canſt tetle me 
what thing it is that women mooſt deſiren 
Beware and kepe thy necke from iren 
And if thou canſt nat telle it anone 
(j (Bal the yeue Ceue pet for for to gone 
A twelue month anda dap to feche andfere ‘ : 
Hn aunf bere fuffictauntin this matere Crk Onde. Moomenrcparte Fone 
And furete Wolf haue oz that thou paueeee | a. 
Thy Godp for topelde in thisplace ¶ maf AG Ow ile fm wlo/\e 
Whoo Was thishnppit and ſoroufully he ſithete teen | 
But fie map nat do alle ashimipheth * — 
Und at the Caft Ge choſe him for to wende 
And come agepn right at the yeres ende 
with ſuche aunſwere as god wolde him puruey | 
Gnd tahiti Gis keue and wendith forth his wep | 
He ſekith euery foufe andenerp place | 
Were as Ge hopith foz to fprtde trace 
To Wyptte What thyng womenloued mooft 
But Ge conde arpuen ty no cooft 
There ashe myttht fynde ty this matere 
Tho creatures accozdpn¢ tn fere 
Dorie fapd Women loned Geft richeffe 
Dome fapde fonoure fory fapde iofpneffe 
Dom fapoe riche avap ſom fapdeluft a bedde 

Indofte tpmes to Be wydowe and to Be wedde 
— Som fapde that we Be in Gert mooft eaſed 

<Q 
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Wan We Be flatred and p plea ſed | 
He goth ful nyttb the fothG wok nat lye 
A man (GatBeft wynne Ss with flaterpe . 
And With attendaunce and wits beſyneſſe 
Yacen We ylymed Both moreandeeffe 
And fome i apd that We wolde Core beſt 
for to Be fre anddo right asSstp(t | 
And that noman repreue Ss of oure Spee 
But fap that we Ge wyſe and nothing npce 
Foꝛ trutp ther is none of Ss alle 
Gf anp wight wol cla we Ss on the table 
Chat We npl Ephe for that Ge ſayth Ss ſothe 
Aſſay quod Ge (Gal fynde tt What it doth | 
Foꝛ Be We neniz fo Dicionfe With pnne 
Ie wolde beholden wyſe andcleen onte of ſynne 
And ſome ſapyde grete detpte haue we 
Foꝛ to beholde ſta ble and eke fecre 
And in one purpos ſtedfaſtly to duefee 
And nat to Be wraye that men Bs tefie 
But that tale is nat Worth a rake (tefe 
Parde the honten can nothing fete 
Wptnes on Myda. Wol pe Gere the tate 
Cuide amone other hinges {mate 
Sayde Mydã Gadde vndre his long heres 
Growyng Spon his hede two aſſes erys 
The whiche Spce He Gadde as he beſt myttht 
Fulle ſubtelly from euery mannys fighe 
Chat ſaue Gis wyf they wpftitnomo: 
Helouyd Ger moft and truſtyd her atfo 
He praped Fez that to no manez creature 
Die (Hovde telle of fis foute dif figure 
Sfie fore him that for atte the Worfde to wynne 
She nolde do that velony ne ſynne 



The wyf of Bathes Tale. 

Co make her huſbonde to haue fo foule name 
Sie wolde it nat for her owne ſſame 
But neuirtheleſſe fie thought that ſhe dyde 
Chat ſhe ſolong ſholde a coun ſeyl hydde 
Sie thoughte tt as fo ſore aboute her herte 
That nedes ſome worde her muſt a ſtert 
And ſithen fie durſt celle it to no man 
Dour bp che marſſhe faft Bp fieran 

Cpl fie cam there her hert as th fyre 
And asa Bptoure blombith in the mpre 
She Cepde her mouthe Dnto the water doun 
Belvrep me nat thou Watez With tip foun — 
Duod de. to the J telle it and to nomo 
Myn hu ſbonde hats Cont affies erps tivo 
Nobe ts mpn Fert alGole no is it oute 
Gmpttfit nolengere hepe it oute of doute. 
Here map pe fe thougd We a tyme aBpde 
pet oute tt muft Ie can nocounfeple hyde 
The remenaunt of the tale tf pe wolhere 
Kedith Dupoe and there pe map it Cere 
ThishnpHtit of whom mp tale ts fpectaflp 
whay that Ge fave he myttht nat come therby 
This is to fap What Women fouen mooft 
Within fis Breeft fo fozoufulle Was his gooſt 
But Gome Ge goth fe myght nat fotourne 
Che dap has come that homwarde muft he tourne 
And tn his wey as Gapped him to rpde 
Gn afte Fis cave vndre a fozeft ſyde 
where as Ge ſawe Spon a daunce tfo 
D f Cadfes foure and twenty and pet mo 
Towarde whiche dance fe oreWe fulperne 
Gn Gope that he ſholde ſom wyſdom Lern 
Hut certapnelp og that Ge cam fullp there 

| Dit 
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Hanpyſſhed was this dauncehe nyſt where 
Nocreature ſa we Ge that barelyf 
Zaue on tle grene fe ſa we ſyttyng a wyf 
A fouler wight ther myght no man deuyſe 
Atapy thts enyght this ofde wyf tan ryſe 
And fapoe fir knygtht Gere forth lyth no wep 
But tere me What pe ſeke Bp poure fap 
Parauenture it map the Better Be 
Thiſe ofde fofke can moche thpnt quod fie 
Mp leue modre quod thisknpastcertapn 
(§ nam But dede but if that J can ſayn 
What thput itis that Women mooft deftre 
Coude peme wyſſhe G wolde quyte wele poure Fire 
Pright me thy trouthe Gere in mp honde quod ſhe 
The neve thyng that h requpre the 
Thon fijale it do éf it kye in tihy myght 
And h Wo telle tt pou oz it Be nyght 
Haue here mp trouthe quod the knyght Itzraunt 
Thay quod fhe J daz Wele make auaunte 
Cp bf is fauf for J Wok ftonde therBp 
Vpon mp lyf the quene Wol ſay as 
Let fee Whiche is the prondeft of them able 
That werith on otfier kpachtef oz cathe 
Chat daz fap nap of that h Woe the teche 
Let Hs to fozth withoute moze ſpeche 
Tho rowned fife a pyſtel in his ere 
And badde him Be glade and haue no fere 
when thep Be comen to the courte this bnyght 
Sapoe fe kept his day ashe faddeGigie 
nd redp Was Gis aunf Were ashe fapde 
ful manp a noBle wyf and many amapde 
And manp a wydowe for that thep Be wyſe 
Che quene Ger felf ſittyng as iuſtiſe 



The Wpf of Bathes Tale 

Aſſembled Seen this aunſwere for to Gere 
Gnd afterwarde this bnygtht was Boden tappere 
To euery wight wis comaunded ſilence 
Gnd that the knyght ſholde tel tn audience 
fat thyng that Wozldfp womenloue beſt 
This benyght ftode nat (tpl a6 doth a beeſt 
Wut to fis queftiouy anone aunfWwerde 
With manzy Boyce that al che courte it herde 
My Ciette Cadp than general quod fe 
Woinrey defire to haue ſoueraynte 
As wele of their huſbondes as of theire Cone 
And for to be in mayſtrye aboue 
This is poure mooſt deftre thoutth pe me kylle 
Doth as pou kyſt J am bere at poure wyl 
(iy al the courte ne Was ther pf ne mayde 
Ne wydowe that contraried tyat he ſayde 
ut fapde fie as worthy tohaue Gis fpf 
And with hat worde Hp ſtert thts ofde wyf 
whiche that the knygtht fonde ſyttyng on the qrene 
Mercy quod ſhe mp fouerapne tadp quene 
Oꝛ that poure courte departe asdo me right 
Itauttht this aunfibere Suto this hnpabe 
froz whiche he pepAit me fis trouthe there 
The firſt thpng J wolde him vequere 
He Wolde it do tf it Lap in Gis mpyse | 
Bifoꝛe this courte than prap J the firhnvase 
Quod fie, that thou me take Suto chp pf 
For wele thon woteſt that Ihaue faucd tip lyf 
Gf) ſwere fats ſwere nap Spon thy fey 
The knyttht aunſwerd allas and Wel a wey 
wote right wele that ſuche Was my beheſt 
Foꝛ foddesfoue chees a newe requeſt 
Cake alle mp gode andlet mp body to 

By 



Che wyf of Bathes Tate 

Nay than quod (Ge (I ſhrewe Vs bothe two 
Foz thougy that Ge foute ofde and poure 
J Wwol nat fozal the metal and the oure 
That Hadre the grounde kyth o2 aboue 
But | tip wyf Were andeke thy Cone 
My foue quod Ge nap But mp dampnacforn 
Atfas that euir anp of mp nacioun 
So foule (Golde eurz difperatsed Ge 
But alfoz naught the ende is thus that Ge 
Conftrepned was nedes muft Ge fez wedde 
And take (iis ofde wyf and go to Bedde 
Now wolde fome men fap parauenture 
ffor mp neglegence J do nocure 
To telfe pou the tope and alle the arzape 
Chat at the feft was that he dap 
To Whiche thyng ſhortly Jaunfivere (Gatte 
G fap ther as no felt ne tope at alle 
Chere nas But Geupnes and moche ſorowe 
For prpuelp Ge Wedded fez Bp the morꝛowe 
Gnd al dap aftez hydde him as an owle 
So Wo Was him Gis Wpfloked fofoufe — 
Grete Was the vo that the knyttht Gad tn efonyGe 
Wan Ge has With bis wyf a bedde p brought 
He walueth and Ge turnet§ toand fro 
His ofde wyf lap fpmplpng euirmo 
And ſayde o dere Guf Bonde Benedicite 
Farith euerp bnyght thus With Gis wy f as pe 
As this the Catbe of hypnt Arthours fons 
Ys euerp knyght of Gis loue fo daunteroug 
Jam poure olbne Cone and eke poure wyf 
Jam (Ge wbiche ſaued hath pourelpf — 
And certis pet J dpd pow neniz vnritibt 
Wp fare pe hus With me te firft nyght 



Lo in fuche manez rpme is dauntes tate 

Toe pf of Bathes Tale 

pe fare Cphe a man hadde Loft fis wytte 
what is my kplte for goddes Cone tel ne it 
And it ſhak be amended if that J map 
Amendyd quod this hnyght allas nap nap 
It wol nat be amended neuir the moo 
Chou arte ſo lothly and fo olde alſo 
Gnd thertocomen of ſolowe akpnoe | 
Chat lytel wondre ts though Walolb and wynde 
30 Wotde (fod quod fe mpn Gerte wolde Breft 
(is thts quod fie tie caufe of poure vnreſt 
pecertapn quod fe no wondre it is 
No fir quod fhe Gcoude amende alte his 
Wf that me tp(tozitbedatestire 
So Wele pe myght Bere pou Snto me 
But for pe ſpeke of fuche Hentplnefe 
Hs ts defcended oute of ofde riches 
That therfore pe ſhulde be Hentpemen 
Suche erzogaunce is nat Worth an henne 
Loke Who is mooft Sertuous alwey 
Prpup andapert and mooft entendyth ap 
To do the gentyleſt dedes that Ge can 
Take him for the gentileſt gentylman 
Ctpfte wol be cLapme of him oure tentptneffe 
Nat of oure efdres for theire ofde richeſſe 
Foꝛ though thep pene De alle theire heritage 
ffor Whiche We ckayme to Ge of hittht parage 
pet map hep nat bequeth for no tipny 
To none of Us thetre Sertuouslpupng 
Chat made then gentylmen called to Ge 
Gnd Gadde Hs folowe ther ty ſuche dettre 
Wele can the Wife poete of florence 
That hight daunte fpehe of this fentence 

B my 



Che wpf of Bathes Tale 

ful fefden Bp rpfeth Bp Gis Braunches (mate 
Proves of man foz god of fis godenes 
Wot that of Fim We clapme oure gentylnes 
ffoz of oure efders map We nothyng cLapme 
But temporatle thpne that map Gurte and mapue 
Ehe enerp witht wote this aſwele asf 
Gf gentylnes were plaunted naturallp 
Vnto a certapy lynage dour the lyne 
jOrpup and apert than Wot thep neutr fyne 
To do of gentpines the fepre office 
They myght do no Hefonp oz Bpce 
Cake fpre and Bere it in the derheft houſe 
Bitwixte thisand the mountof Cancafus 
Hnodlet men ſhytte the oozes and to thenne 
pet Wot the fpre as fapre Cp and breune 

. As twenty tioufand men myght it beholde 
His office naturallp ap Wol tie holde 
Wp perpl of mp lyf tpl hat it dpe 
Sere map pe fe how hat gentrye 
(is nat anneved to poffeffionn 
Suche fotke ne doth there operactoun 
Alwep as dott) the fpre lo in his hpnde 
for fod it Wote men map ful ofte fynde 
Alordes ſonne do ſhame and Seforp 
And Ge that Wor Gane prpce of Gis gentrye 
ffoꝛ Ge Was Bozn of a gentyl Goufe 
And Gadde Gis elders noble and Sertuous 
And wyl Gim (elf do nosentpl dedes 
Ne folowe Fis gentyl auncetonrs hat dede is 
He is nat Hentpl Be he duke Ge Ge erle 
Tp Splepns (pnfuldedesmahe a cherle 
For gentylneſſe nps But the renome 
Df tipy auncetoures for theire high bounte 



abe Wpf of Bathes Tale 

Wwoiche is a ſtrauntte thyntte to tip perfone 
Gp tentpines rometh fro god afone 
Chay cometh oure berry geutylnes of Grace 
Ge has no thyntt biquedyn vs with oure place 
Thynbyth how noble as fapth valerius 
was that Romapy Tulins Hoſtilius 
That oute of pouerte roofe to high nobleſſe 
Redith Senehke and redith ehe Boece — 
There (Hal pe fe evpres that no drede is 
Chat fe is gentyl that doth gentyl dedes 
Hud therfoze Ceuc GufGonde thus Jconclude 
Were it that mpy auncetoures Were rude 
pet map che Gist god and ſo hope 
Graunte me grace tofpue vertuouſty 
Thay am J Sertuous Wien I Betpny 
“olpue Sertuonfep and do awey ſynne 
And there as pe of ponerte me repreue 
That hiss god on WFome holy Wwe beleue 
Gn Wplful pouerte chees to Lede Gis lyf 
Andcertis euerp may mapden and pf 
Map bnderſtonde that heſus heuyn kyntz 
Me wolde nat cheſe a Spcioufe lyuynt 
Glade pouerte is a ful Goneft thpng certayn 
This wol Seneke and othez clerbes ſayn 
Who fo that holdith him payed of his pouert 
JIholde him ryche and he hadde nat a ſhert 
He that couetith he is a ful poure high_e 
For Ge wolde haue that is nat th his myttht 
But he that naught hath ne couetith to haue 
Gs riche af though pe holde Fim But a hnaue 
Verꝛy pouert is ſynne propirly 
Guuenal ſpekith therof fulle merely 
The poure man whan fe goth Bp the wep ; 

un 



Coe wyf of Bathes Tale 

Bifoze the theuys fe map (pute and plep 
Pouert is hateful gode and asi geffe 
H fulle grete brynger oute of beſyneſſe 
Hfreteamendezeke of fapience — | 
To him that takith it tn pacience 
Pouerte is this al though it feme elentze 
Poſſeſſioun that noman wolde gladly chalenge 
Pouerte ful ofte whay a may is low 
Mahith fis god and eke him ſelf to bnowe 
Poueꝛte a ſpectabyl is as tyynkith me 
Through whiche Ge map his Derzyp frendes fe 
And therfore (tz ſithen therin pe be greutd 
D f mp pouerte Cet me nomoꝛe Be reprenyd 
Mor fiz there as of elde pe repzeue me 
Andcertis fir chough none auctozpte 
Were in the Boke pe tzentylles of honoure 
Sap that inen ſholde ay ofde wight fauoure 
Hndclepe tt fadez for thetre gentplneffe 
Andauctoures (Gat J fpnde asG teffe 
Mow there as pe fap Fam foule andofo¢e 
Chan drede pe nat to Ge made cockofoe 
ffoz fylthe efoe and foule fo mot h the 
Been grete Wardepns Spon chaftite 
But natheles fithen§ kno youre delyte 
G (dal fulfplle poure Worlodlp appetpte 
Chees nob quod fife one of thefe tipnyes twey 
To Gaue me ofde and foule tpl that J dep 
Hnd Be to pou a true humble pf 
And neutz port diſplea ſe in alte mp lpf 
Dz elles pe (Gal haue me pont and fepre 
And take poure auenture of the repepre 
That to poure houſe fijatBe Bicaufe of me 
D2 in fome other place map Wele Be 



Coe wyf of Bathes Cate 

Norv chees Whether that ye kpheth 
This knyttht auyſeth him and fpheth 
But at the laſt Ge ſayd in this manere 
My Cadp my loue mp pf ſo dere 
put me fukey in youre gouernaunre 
Cheſe tt poure ſekf whiche may Be moze plefaunce 
Gnd mooft Gonoure to pou and me alſo 
(Jd0 no force the whethez of the two 
But as pou lphketh it fuffifets tome . 
Than Gane h gote of pou the maſtrye quod {Ge 
Sithen J may cheſe and gouerne pou as me lyſt 
pe certis wyf quod Ge I holde it for the heſt 
Lys me quod (Ge we Be no lenttere wrothe 
For Bp mp trouthe ſ wol Be to pou bothe 
Chat ts to fap bothe fayre andehe gode 
J prap to God that J muft ſterue ode: 
But (§ to pou Be alfo gode and true 

Is euir Was wyf ſithen the worlde was nee 
And but § Be to mozowe as fayre to fene 
Hs anp lady empreffe o2 quene 
Chat ts bet wixte the efteand the Welk 
Doth With mp kyf and deth as pe lyſt 
And fo thep flepte tplit was morowe Strap 
And then ſhe fapde Wianit as dap 
Caft Sp the curtepy loke how itis 
Gud whan the knyght ſawe Bevelp al this 
That ſhe fo fapre was and fo pont therto 
ffoz tope fe hynt fez in fis armes tivo 
His ferte as bathed in a Bathe of blis 
Athon ſand tyme arowe Ge gan Gerhys 
She obeyed him ty euery tipnt 
Chat myttht do him plefaunce oz lybyntz⸗ 
And thus thep lyue Suto theive fpues ende 



The Freres profottue 

Zndparfpte fope andGefucrifteSs fende 
SufGondes meke pont and freſſhe abedde 
Hud Grace to onirtpue ther that we wedde 

Zndehe J prap Gefus ſhort theire pues 
T Gat Wot nat be gouerned Bp theire wyues 
And ofde and anttry nygardes in difperce 
God ſende them fone a Serap peſtilence 

Here endith the tate of the wyf of Bache 
And Gere bettynneth the firezes prolottue 

€ Hisnobeelpmptoure this worthy frere 
He made allbep a manezfourpnts Here 

WD pon the fompnoure but foꝛ Goneftpe 
No Bplepns worde as pet tohim fpake Ge 
But at the Caft Ge fapde Suto the wyf 
Mow dane quod Ge God yeue pou right gode lyf 
pe haue Gere touched affo moot fj thee 
(in fcofe matere a ful grete difticutepe | 
pe Gane fapde moche gode thyntt right Were f fep 
Hut dame as Here as pe rpden bp the Wap 
Ds nedith nat to fpeke But of fame 
Andkete auctozttees on foddes naine 
To prechyntt and to ſcole of clergye 
And if it kyke Suto thiscompanp 
§ wol pou of a Sompnoure tela Gate 
Parde pe map Wele hnoWe By the name 
That of a ſompnoure map no tode Be fapde 
J prap that none of pou be euyl appayed 
A ſompnoure isa rpune2 Sp and doun 
With maundmentes fo2 foruycacioun 
Ind is Bete ateuerptolbnesende | 
Dure hooft than fpakea fite pe (Horde Be hende 



Tbe Freres Tate 

And curteys as a may of poure aftate 
Gycompanyp We wol haue no debaäte 
Tellith youre tale andlet the ſompnoure be 
Nap quod the fompnoure let him fap Bp me: 
What fo Gin lyſt whan it cometh to mp fot 
Bp tod h fiathtn qupte euerp gro€ 
J (Gat him cette whiche a trete honoure 
Je is to Be a flateryng ſymytoure 
And of manp offer manezcrpme 
whiche nedith nat to referce at this tyme. 
And Gis office i (Galle him celle p Wps 
Oure hooſt aunfwerde peas nomoꝛe of this 
And aftez this he fapde Suto the frere 7 
Telle forth poure tale myn olbne mapfter dere 

Here endith che Freres profoyue 
Gnd begynneth Gis tale 
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The fireves Tale 

Hyloy ther was duellpngin mp countre 
Ww  Anarchedekpy aman of high degre 

That Boldlp opd Wele evecuctouy 
Gn punyſſbyng of fornycacion 
Of wychecraft and eke of baudrye 
Dt diffamacioun and auoutre 
Df chirche reups and of teftamentes: 
Df contracte and oflache of facrementes 
Of Sfurp andeke of ſymonye alfo 
But certis Cichoures opo he greteſt Woo 
They (Horde ſynge if that they Were Gene 
And ſmale tythers alſo Were foule ſhent 
Bf any perſone bpoy them pleyn 
Chere myght aſterte nopecunpal peyn 
For fale tythes and ſmale offryntt 
He made the people ful pptouftp to ſyntz 
Foꝛ 02 the biſſhop cautzht chem With his hoke 
They were in the Archedekpris Boke 
And than Gadde he through his iuriſdictioun 
Porbez of ther todo fukcoꝛrectioun 
He Gadde a ſompnoure redp to his honde 
A ſtytthter Bop has none in Engoude 
ffoz fotellp he hadde Gis eſpyayle 
That taute him where he mygtht auayle 
He coude ſpare oflechoures one oꝛ to 
To teche him to foure and twenty moo 
Foꝛr thoutth the ſompnoure wode were as an Gare 
To telle his harlottrye wol nat ſpare 
ffor We Ge oute of fits cozreccioun 
Thep Gane of Bs no huriſdictioun 
Ne neuir ſhalle terme of alle theire lyues 
Petyr fo Be Women of the ſtyuys 
Quod the fomproure, put onte of oure cure 



The freves Tale 

Peas With myſchaunce and with mpfauenture 
Dapde oure Hooft and let him tele his tale 
Mow tele forts though the Sompnoure tafe. 
Ne fpareth natmpnolwne mapfterdere 
This fats theef this fompnoure quod the freve 
Had allvep Ba wdes redp to fis honde 
Ais any Galbke is to the Cure tn Engefonde 
That tolde Gin alle the fecre that thep knewe 
for theire acquepntaunce was nat come of nee 
They Were al Hic approuezs prpuetp 
He tohe him ſelf a Grete profet therby 
His map(tez hnewe nat al wey what he way 
WitGouten maundementes a feude man 
He conde fompne on pepne of criftes curſe 
And thep Were glade for to fylley his purſe 
And mahe Gin grete-feftes at the nate | 
And rigtht as Judas Gad purfes {imate 
Bnd asa theef right fucte a theef Was Ge 
His mapfte2 Gath Sut Half Gis duete 
He was if J (Gal peue him hislaude 
G theef a Sompnoure andeke a Bande 
He hadde ehe Wenches at Gis retenue 
That whether fir Kobert oz fir Hue 
D2 ache oz Rauf oz who fo that tt Were 
That fep Bp therm thep tolde him tn Gis ere 
Thus Were the wenchys and he of one affen€ 
And he wolde feta fepned maundment 
And ſompne them to the chaptre bothe two 
nd pete the man andlet the wenche Ho 
Than Wolde Ge fap frende J (Gal for thy fake 
Do ftrphe the oute of oure Cettres Blake 
The ther nomoꝛe as ty this caastranaple 
Gam tip frende there Jj map the auaple 



The ffreres Tale 

Certaynhe hnewe of bryboures many mo 
Chan poſſible is to telle in yeres two 
ffor in this worlde nys dotttfe for the bowe 
Chat can an hurte dere from an hole hnowe 
Bettre than this Sompnoure knee a (epas lychour 
Oꝛ auoutreꝛ oꝛ eltes any para moure 
Gnd for that thas the frute of alle Gis rent 
Therfoze on ithe fette alte hisentent 
And fo Befpl hat onps Spon a dap 
Chis fompnoure Was euit waytyng Gis prap 
ffoz to ſompne an ofde pf a rebybe 
Fepnpng acaufe for he wolde haue a brybe 
It happed that Ge ſawe Bifozn him ryde 
A Kap peman vndre a foreſt ſyde | 
A Bolbe fe Bare and arowes bright and kene 
He hadde Spon Fim a courtpye of grene 
Gn hat Spon his hede with ſtrenttes blabe 
Siz quod the fompnoure hayle and wele y tahe 
Welcome quod fe and enerp gode felaty 
Whydre rydeſt thou vndre this grene Wode ſhaw 
Saide this yoman wylt thou ferze to day 
This ſompnoure aunſwerde and ſayde nap 
Here faſt Bp quod he ismpnentent 
To ryden for to ryſe Sp al the rent 
That konttith nol to mp Cordes duete 
Art thou than a Batlle, pe quod fe 
He ne durft fo2 velony and ſhame 
Sap that fe bas a ſompnoure for the name 
Depardeux quod this yeman deve Brother 
Chou art a baille and Gama nother 
Jam Snknoben now ty his countre 
Df tipy acquepnetaunce than J pray the 
Andeke of brederhode if Gat thoulyſt 



The frreres Tale 

Ihaue golde and (place tn mp chyſt 
Gf Gat the Gapptth tocome ty oure ſhyre 
He ſhalbe thyn right as chou wylt defire 
Gramercp quod this Sompnoure Bp my feyth 
Eueriche ty others hondehis trouthe te keyth 
for to Be ſworne brethern tpl they dep 
Gy daliaunce thep ryde forth and plep 
This Sompnoure whiche bas ful of Jantetis 
As ful of benym Been thefe Serzp anglis 
Andeuirenquirpne Spon euerp thing 
Brother quod Ge here is nowe poure duellyng 
A notier dap if that J fiat pou ſeche 3 
This poman Fim aun ſwerde With foft ſpeche 
Brother quod fie fez in the nozth countre | 
here as I fope fomtpme | fHal the fe 
D2 We departe (j (hal the fo Weve bps 
That of mp hou ſe ne (Gale thou neuir mps 
Noth Brother quod this Sompnoure J pou prap 
Theche me whiles Wwe rpoe Bp the tap 
Sitfen that pe Bea Batlipandfoamg — 
Some fuBtefte and tellith me feithfully 
Gn mpn office Fou J map mooft wyune 
And fparith nat for confctence ne fpnne - 
Hut dere Brother telle me Gold do pe 
Now Gy my troutie dere Brother fapde Ge 
as J (Gal tel che a feythful tale 
Mp hates Be ful ftrept and ful fmate 
Mp Corde is Garde to me and daunterous 
Gnd myn office is ful CaBourons 
Gnd therfoze By evtozfiouns Ilyue 
Foſoth § take alte that men wol me pene 
Alga te Bp ſright o2 Bp Spovence | 
From pere to pere J wynne alle mp dpfpence 



The frreres Tale 

Ican no bettre tel the feptifutty. 
Nob certis quod the Sompnoure fo fareGJ 
( fpare nat to take god tt Wote 
But if it Be to heuy oz to fote 
That J map gete ty counfel pryuely 
Nomoze confcience of that haneg - 
Meve mp evtozftoun J myttht nat kyuen 
Me of fuche tapes Worf nat Be ſhreuyn 
Stomahe ne conftience hnowe J none 
GJ ſtzre we the firpftefadersenericfone 
wele Ge Ibe mette Bp god and By fepne Gare 
But feue Broties tef me thy name 
Quod this Sompnoure in his meane white 
Chis peman tan alptel foz to fmyte 
Brother quod Ge wpe hou that J the telle 
Jan a feende mp duetipng isin bette — 
And Gere J rpde aBoute mp purchafpnt 
Co Wptte tf men wol pene me anp thpng 
Co purchace is the effecte of atve mp rent 
Lohke fou thou rpdeft for atte the fame entent 
Co wynne gode thou recheft neutt how 
Right fo fave J for rpde Word now 
Vnto the worldes ende fora pra | 
H quod the Sompnoure benedictte what pe fap 
Jj wende pe hadde Been a yoman truky 
xe haue a mannys ſhappe as Wwete as J 
Haue pe than a fygnre determpnat 
(In helke there pe Bein poure aftate 
Nay certaynky quodfie there Fane te none 
ut han ws lpheth we can tahe Ss one £D2 eles make pou thene We Be ſhape 
Somtpme phe a may and fomtpme fphe an ape 
Dz tyke an aungel can ſ rpdeor too 
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Jt is no wondre tipng though it Be fo 
& Goufpe tosfoure can defcepue the 
And parde pet moze craft cay J than Ge 
Ibip quod tie ſompnoure rpde pe than oz fone 
Wn fondrp ſhappe and nat avWep tn one 
ffoz We quod he wol Hsin fuche fourme make 
Hs mooſt auayle is oure prapes {oz to take 
Wiat makith pow to haue alte thislaSonre 
Wel manp a caufe Ceue fir Sompnoure 
Sapde this feende but al thyng hath tyme 
The day ts (dort and it is paffed prpme 
And pet ne fat A nothyng ty thts day 
J Wolintende to wynnyng if J map 
And nat intende oure Wpttes to declare 
For brother mpne thy wyttes Been alle to Bare 
To vnderſtonde al thoutti J tolde them the 
But for thou afhith why Caboure we 
ffoz fomtpme We Be foddes inftrumenteg 
Hnd meanes to do his comaundmentes 
whan Hat himlyſt Spon His creatuzes 
Gy dyuerſe acte andin dyuerſe fitures 
withoute Him We haue no myttht certapne 
If that Him lyſt to ftonde there alleyn 
And ſomtyme at oure praper haue We Cerne 
D nlp the Sodp and nat the foule to greue 
wytunes of hob whom Wwe dyd wo 
And ſomtyme haue We myght on both two 
This is to fap on ſoule and on body eke 
And ſomtyme Wwe Be fuffred foz to ſeke 
Vpon a man and do fis fonle bnreſt 
nd nat Gis body and alle isfoz the beſt 
whanhe withſtandith oure temptaciony 
Geis a cauſe of his ſaluacioun 

aa i 
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Al Be it Gat it as nat oure entent 
He (Golde be fauf Bp goddes iugement 
And fomtpme we be feruaunt Suto many 
sto the Archebiſſhop feint(Dnuftayn - 
And to the appoftel feraunt eke Wasi 
pet telle me quod the fompnoute feithfully 
Make pe poure Bodies ty fuche Wpfe alwey 
Ofelementes. the feende aunfWerde nap 
Somtyme lve fepney and fomtpme we arpfe 
With dede Bodies in fele fondrp Wpfe 
dnd fpehe as reſonable fapreand tele 
Hs the phytonyſſe dyd to famuck | 
Und pet Wol ſom men fap tt Was nat Ge 
(§d0 no fozce of youre diſnypyte 
But one thpng warne J the J Wok nat tape 
Thou wykt wete altates Gow We Ge ſhape 
Thou ſhalt here afterwarde mp Brother dere 
Come lbfereit nedith natofmetotere 
Foꝛ thou fijalt Bp thyn owne evperience 
Conne ty the cHapre rede of his ſentence 
Bettyr than Sirgple while he as onlpue 
D2 daunte alfo no lee Ss rpde Getpue 
ffor J Wo? Golde company With the 
Cplit Be fo hat thou fozfake me 
Map quod the fompnonre that ſhal nat betyde 
Hanya peman that bnowey am ful wde 
Opp trouthe Wol I holde to the as ty this caas 
froz thoutth tere the deuyl fathanas 
My Crouch Wol J holde to the mp Brother 
Asam fibozn andeche of Ss tpl other 
Foꝛr to Be true brother in this caas 
And bothe we tone aboute oure purchaas 
Cahe thou thy parte of that men Wot the pene 
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And h (Galle myne thus map We bothe lyue 
And if hat any of SsGane moze than other 
Let him Be true andparte tt With his brother 
Gtrauntequodtiedeupl Gp mp fap 
And With that worde thep ryden forth the wep 
And rigs at-an entre of a tounesende 
Co whiche that Sompnoure ſhope Fim to wende 
Thep fave a carte thatcHazged was Wits hep 
whiche hat a cartez drone forth in the wep 
Deep thas the wep for Wihiche the carte ftode 
Chis carter ſmote andcrpde ashe Were wode 

‘What heyt Grok heyt fcot ſpare pe for the ftones 
The feende quod Ge pou feche Bodp and Bones 
Hs ferfozt as euir pe Were y foled 
So moe bo asGGaue foꝛ poutfoled 
The deuplGaue al bothe hor fe carte and hey 
Quod the Sompnoure Gere ſhal we haue a plep 
And nere the feende he Ore be as naught ne Were 
Ful pryuely and rowned in fis ere 
Herkpy mp Brothez herkyn Bp thy feyth 
Herp(t nat ho the carter fepth 
Tahe it anone for Ge hath pene it he 
Bothe hep and carte and eke hiscapulles Gre 
Nay quod the deuyl fod wote neuir a dele 
It is nathisententtrufte me tele 
Ufke Bim fecf if hat pou troweſt nat me 
D2 elles ſtynt a while and thou ſhalt fe 
Chis cartez chaked his horſe on the croupe 
And thep Bettan to drawe and to ftoupe 
Hapte nob quod he that ſeſu crit pou Bles 
and alle fis hondyworke Bothe moze andles 
Chat Was wele p twyght myn owne lyerde Bop 
9 prap god ſaue the and ſeyntloye 

aa 1 
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Now is mp carte onte of the ſtoutzh parde 
Lo Brothez quod the fende what tofde J the 
Here map pe fe myn olbne dere brother 
The chorte fpake one tipnt and thought a nother 
Cet Ds fo forth aboute oure vyage 
Here Wynne J nothyng Spon this cartatfe 
Wian that hep cary ſom what oute of the toun 
This fompnoure to his brotheꝛ fan to rony 
Brother quod fe Gere wonyth an ofde reBeche 
Chat Gadde almooft as leef to leſe her neche 
As for to peue a penp of fez gode 
J Wo Gane twelue pens thougs that (He Be ode 
SD 24 Wor fomone her Snto oure office 
Hund pet god Wote of fez I hnowe no Hpre 
But for Hou canft natas in thiscountre 
wynne thp coftes take Gere enfample of me 
Chis fompnoure clappd at the wydowes tate 
Come oute Ge fapde thou ofde Berzp trate 
§ trowe thou Balt fom preeft o2 freze With the 
Who knockith ſayde this wyf Benedicite 
God ſaue pou fiz hat is poure ſwete wyl 
(j Gate quod the fompnoure of the a byl 
Vpon pepne of curfpne foke that thou Be 
Zo mozolb Bifoze the archedehpns knee | 
CoaunfWere to the courte of certapn thyntz 
Mow Corde quod (He Jefucrifte heuyn kpng 
So wyſely helpe me as J ne map 
G Gane Be fehe and that ful manpa dap 
(J map nat go fo fer quod ſhe ne rpde 
But h Be dede fo prpchetHin mp fpde 
Opap § nat afhe a kybel fir Sompnonre 
And aunf Were there Bp mp proctoure . 
To fuche thyng as men Wol appofe me 
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pes quod the Sompnoure pap anon let fe 
C Welf pens to me andi Wo the quyte 
(j fiat no profet haue therby But lyte 
apy maftez Gath the profet and nat J 
Come of andfete me rpde haſtely 
pene me twerf pens for 9 map nolentere tarp 
Cvelf pens quod fie a lady ſeint Mary 
So Wpfetp me helpe oute of care ano ſynne 
“fis wyde Worlds thongs J ſholde it wynne 
fie Haue § nat twelue pens within mp Golde 
pe knowe wele that h am poure and ofde 
Lythe poure alines on me poure Wretche 
Map than quod he the foule feende me feche 
if J the evcufe though thou ſholde Se ſpylt 
Alkas quod (lie fod wote J any natty the gple 
Pap me quod he o2 Bp ſwete ſeint anne 
\j bof anone Bere albep thp newe pan 
For dette whiche thou oweſt me of ofde 
gan that thou madeft thyn GufBonde cobcofde 
(j papde at Gome for thy correctioun 
Thou lyeſt quod ſhe Bp inp ſaluacioun 
Ne has ſ neniz oz NOW Wpdoibe ne wyf 
Sompned Snto poure courte ty afle mp fpf 
Me neniz J was Hue of mp Bodp true 
Vnto the deupl Blake and rout of hewe 
peue § tip Bodp andehke myn panne alfo 
And whan the deupl herde Gez curfe fo 
Dpon fez knees fe ſayde in this manere 
Now maby? mpy owne modre cere 
(is this poure wyl in ernyſt as pe fep 
The deupl quod fie fe tte him 02 Fe dep 
And paritie and al Bu the Wok him repent 
May ofde (tot tiatis nat mpy entent 

ad Hh 
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Quod the ſompnoure for fo repent me 
for anp thpne that I Gane Gadoe of tie 
(4 Wolde J hadde thp ſmoke andeuerp Coth 
Now brother quod the deupl Be nat wrothe 
Thy Bodp and this panne is myn Bp right 
Thou ſhalt to helle With me pet to nyght 
where thou ſhalt hnowe of oure pryuite 
Moꝛre than a mapftez of diuinyte 
And with that woꝛde the foule feende Sign hent 
Bodp and foute Ge with the deupl ent 
Were that thefe ſompnoures haue thetve Feritate 
And God that made after fis ymage 
Mankpnod. faue and gyde Bs alle and fome 
And lene that fompnoures gode men Become 
Lozdpnites I conde tefle pou quod the frere 
Hadde J had Ceue fos the ſompnoure Gere 
Aftez the texte of crift poule and ſohn 
And of oure other doctoures many one 
Suche pepnes as poure Gertes myttht agepfe 
Al Be it fo hat no tunge map J deupfe 
ThoutG that J mytcht a thouſand wpnees tel 
The pepnes of that curfpoGoufe of belle 
But for to hepe Ss fro that curfed place 
Wahith and prayeth Jefit of Gis trace 
Sohepe Bs fro he temptouze Sathanas 
Heth neth his woꝛde beware asin thiscaas 
Thelpoun ſytteth in Gis wayte alwey 
Co fle the innocentif that Ge may 
Difpofe pe poure fertes ap to wichſtonde 
The feende that Wol make por thral and Bonde 
He hap nat tempte pou ouiz pou myttht 
Foꝛ crifte Wot Be poure cha mpyon andkupise 
And prap the ſompnoure Fin repent 



Tbe Sompnonres prolottue 

Df his mp foedps 02 chat the deuyl him hent 

Pere endith the Freres tale 
Hud bettyuneth the Sompnoures profotte 

t Sis fompnoure in Gis ſterop high (tode 
Vpoy this freze Gis Gert was fo wode 
Chat phe an afpen Ceef Ge quoke for ive 
Lordpnites quod Ge one thyug 9 de fire 
Gj pou Be feche of poure curteſye 
Sithen pe haue herde this fatfe frezetpe 
As fuffret§ mej map mp tale tel 
This frere boſtith that be hnowith Fel 
And tod wote that is tptel wondre 
Frezes and feendes Been ful lytel a fondre 
for parde pe haue herde ofte tpme tel 
Hor that a freze rauyſſhed Was to helke 
Bn fpirpte onps By a vy ſioun 
And as an auntel Ced him Sp and doun 
To foe we Gin the tozmentes that Were there 
Gi at the place ne ſa we Ge nat a ftere 
Of otter fotze Ge ſawe ynoutth in wo 
Vnto the aungeel fpake this freze tho 
Now fiz quod Ge haue frezes fuche a trace 
That none of them fiial come in this place 
pes quod the aungel many a myllioun 
And Suto fathanas Ge Cedde him doun 
And no hath fathanas ſuche a taple 
Brodez than a Caraphe is the fapre 
Holde Sp thy taple thou ſathanas quod fe 
She we forth tip ersandlet the freze fe 
where is the neft of frexes ty this place. 
And o2 that a furfont Were of (pace 

ad im 
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And rittht fo as bees ſwarme oute of an hyue 
Dute of the deuylles ers they tan dryue 
Twenty thouſand freres on a route 
And through oute helle ſwarmyd alle a boute 
And cam agapn as faſte as they map gone 
And into his ers thep crepte euericione 
fre ceypped ageyn Gis tayle and lay ſtyl 
This freze WhanhelokedGadfisfpe 
Wopn the tozmentes of thts forp place 
His (pp rite god reftozed of His trace 
Vnto his body agayn and fe a Woke 
Hut natheles for fere pet Ge quoke 
So Was the deuylles ers ap ty Fis mpnde 
Than is it His heritage of Serzp kpnode 
God faue pou al fane thts curfed freze 
Opp prologue wol J ende in thts manere 

4) 
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Here Beyprnetd tie Sompnoures tale 

¢ = Drdpnies ther isin yorke ſhyre as fi geffe 
A merſſhe countre that called ts holderneſſe 

Gn whiche ther Went alymytoure aboute 
Co preche. and eke to begtle it is no doute 
And fo befyl that on adap this freꝛe 
Hadde prechyd in a chirche in his manere 
And ſpecially aboue euery thyng | 
Excited fe thc peopfein his prechpnt = 
Totrentallesandtopeuefoz fodder > 
wherwith men myght holy Goufes ine: > 
Chere as dpupne ſeruice is honoureo 
Nat there itis waſtyd and deuoured 
Sf theve it nedith nat to Be peuen _. 
Hs to poffeffioners that map lyuen 
Thanhpd Ge Godin Wele and GaBundaunce 
Trentales fapd Ge delyueryn from penaunce 
Cheive frendes ſoules as wele ofde as pons 
pe whan thep Ge Gaftelp p ſong 
Nat for to Golde a preeft tofp and Hap 
He ſynttith nat Gut one maffe on a dap 
Delpuereth oute anon quod Ge the foules 
ful Garde it is Wits fleſſhobe and oules 
To Be pcfathed o2 to brenne o2 Bake 
Now fpede pou haſtely foz criftes fake 
Gnd whan this freze fad fapoe al Gisentent 
With qui cus patre forth Gis wep Ge went 
Wian folhe in the chirche had pene what them leſt 
He Went his wap nolentere wolde Ge reft 
With fcrippe and typped ftaf p tucked Gye 
Gn euerp Goufe Ge tran co poure and prpe 
And begged mele and chefe o2 eblescozn 
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His fela We Fada ftaf p typpyd With horn 
A pepre of tables of clene puczp 
Znda popntet p poliſſhed fetoufip 
And wrote the names al wey as fe (tode 
Df al the forhe that pane them anp gode 
A fkaunce that Ge wolde foz them pray 
pene So a buſſhel whete mate oz rep 
A goddes ky rte or a cryppe of chefe 
Dz elles What pou lyſt J map nat chefe 
A goddes Galf penp oz a maſſe penp 
DzpeueHsof pou. Iraune if pe haue anp 
A datton of poure Blanketfeuedame 
Dure fuftre dere Co heꝛe rpte poure name 
Bacon 02 Beef o2 fuche pnt as pe fynde 
H (turdp Garfot went them ap behynde 
That Was theire hors and euir Ge Gare a fache 
And What men paue himleyde it on his backe 
And whan fe thas oute at the doze anon © 
He plapneda ep the names euerichone 
G Gat fe Bifozn Gadde wrytte in Gis tables 
He ferupd hem with nyfles and wits fables 
Nap there Hou lpeft ſompnoure quod the freze 
Peafe quod oure Gooft foz criftes modre dere 
Cel forth tip tale and fpare it nat at alte 
So thrpue § quod the fompnoure fo ſhat 
Sofont Ge ent from Goufe tofoufe that Ge 
Cam toanGoufe there Ge was ont toe 
Kefreſſhyd moze than in an hundreth praces 
Sehe lap the gode man whos the place is 
Bedred Spon a couche lobe Ge lap 
Deus fic quod Ge o thomas gode da 
SDapode this freze curte ſty and fofte 
Thomas quod fe tod yelde pou ful ofte 



The Sompnoures Tale 

"GGane on this benche p fare ful wele 
' Here Gaue h etyn manp a merp mete 
And fro the benche fe droue a Wep the cat 
And fepde a doun fis potent and his Gat 
And ehe Gis (crip and fet fim ſoft a doun 
His felaWe was go halken ty to the toun 
Forth With Gis knaue ty to that Gofterp 
where as fe ſhope Sim that nyttht tofpe 
O deve map(tez fapde this (eke may 
How haue pe faren fithen Marche bettan 
J falbe nat pou this fourtnyght ne moze 
God Wote quod Ge laboured haue G fur fore 
And fpectattp for thp fabuactoun — 
Harte J fapde manp a precious oꝛiſoun 
And foz oure otfiez frendes god ther Beeffe 
J Gane this dap Been at poure chirche at meffe 
And fapode a fermon to mp lewde wytte 
Mat after the plepy tevte of holy wrytte 
for it ts herde to pou asf fuppofe 
And therfore tel G pou alle the gloſe 
C5lofpng isa ful glorious tipng certayn 
For lettre ſteeth as we clerhes ſayn 
There Gane J taught them to Be cheritable 
And ſpende their ggode there it is reſonable 
And there J ſawe oure dame Where ts (Ge 
xondre in the yerde J trow that (Ge Be 
Sapoe this man and (Ge wolcome anon 
A mayſter Wetcome Be pe Bp feint hohn 
Sapde this wyf. Go fare pe hertety 
Chis freze aryſeth Bp fulcurtefep — 
HndGerenbrafithinfisazmesnaroWe 
And hp {ith her ſwete and chirhpt§ asa ſparowe 
With his lippes. dame quod fie risf€ wele 
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As he Gatispoure ferrauntencrp dele. 
Thanked Be tod that pane pou fouteandlpf— _ 
pet falbe G nat to dap fo fapre a pf - . 
Gn alle the chirche fo fod ſaue me | 
pe god amende the fautes ſir quod ſſe 
Altates Welcome ye be by my fex 
Gra mercy dame that haue ſfounde alwey 
But of youre grete tooones Bp youre leue 
Jj olde prap pou that pe pou nat greue 
(J pl ith Chomas fpeke a lptel throwe 
T Gefecuratoures Been ful neglegent and (vow 
To ttropen tendeelp a thannpsconfcience 
(in ſoryfte and in prechyntt is mp ditptence 
£110 ſtudye on petprs wordes and poufes 
Jwalke and fyſſhe criſtey mennys foutes 
To pelde heſus criſte his propre rent 
Co ſprede his woꝛdes is alle myn entent 
Mov Bp poure leue dere ſir quod ſſe 
Chydeth him wele for ſeint charite 
He is ay angry as is a ppfimpze 
ThontG that he haue at that fe can defpre 
THougs I Gin wrpe and make him warty 
And outs Gim ley myleg and myn arme 
He Hroneth phe oure Boze lyth ty oure ftp 
D the2 difpozte of Fim right none Gane i 
Gmnap nat pleafe Fim in nomanezcaas — 
PD Thomas ie Sous dp thomas thomas 
This makith the feende this muft Be amended 
Greisa thyntt that high fod offended 
And therfore wol § fpeke a Worde oꝛ two 
Now mayſter quod the wyf o2 hat I to 
what pl pe dame ſ Wpl fo ther aboute 
Nol dane quod Ge te Hous dp fauns donte 
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Haue J naught of acapon Bue the CLpuez 
nd of poure White rede But a ſhyuer 
Gnd after Gat a rofted ppagesGede 
But h ne wolde foz me that no beſt Were dede 
Than Gadde J With pou Gooklp fuffifaunce 
Gary a man of Cptet fuftenaunce 
Mp (pprite hath Fis offryng in the byble 
My Body is ap fo redp and fo ppnebee 
To ahe that mp Bodp is ful dtftroped 
G prap pou dame Hat pe Be nat annoped: 
Thouss J pou mp counſeyl frendly fie we 
By tod 9 nolde Gane tofde it But a fewe 
And fir quod fGeone Worde02Htfo 
Pr chylde is dede Within theſe Wokes two 

one after that ye went oute of this toun 
His deth ſawe I by reuelaciouy 
Sapde thts freꝛe at home ty oure doz toure 
Gdaz wele fap that within half anoure 
ftez Gis deth i fa we Gim Bore to blys 
Bn mp Bifpoun ſo tod mp ſoule wys 
50 dpd oure Sevten and oure ferinerez 
That Gane Be true frezes this fyfty pere 
Chep map nob god Be thanked of Gisfone 
Maken theire Jubile and walkyn al alfone 
And Gp Jj rofe dnd alle oure couent eke 
With many a tere tryllyntt on oure cheke 
Witfouten nopfe and cLaterpnt of belles 
Te deum Was oure font and nothyng elles 
Sone after to crifte I bad an hoſy o2pfouy 
Thankpng him of mp ttode reuekacioun 
for fir and dame truſtith me right wele 
Mure ozpfouns Been more effectuee — 
And moze We fe of cviftes fecrat thyntzes 
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Than Bore? people at Bc Hep byntles 
We lyue ty pouerte and in abapreme 
And Boret folie in riches and diſpenace 
Df mete anddrpnkeandty joule derpte 
we Gave the workdes luſt al ipdefppee 
Lazazand dtueslpucden tul Opuerjiy — 
And dpuerfe guerdone Gadde thep therbp 
who fo ol prap muft fa (te and beclene 
And fatte Gis foufe and mahe tits bodylene 
Wwe fare as ſayth thappoftel cloth and fode 
Suffifets Ss though thep Ge nat ful ode 
Tbe cenneffe and the faſtynt of Bs frezes 
Mahith that crifte evcepties oure pzapers 
fo mopfes fourtp daies and fourty nyght 
faftpd o2 that tod ful of fis myttht | 
Spake with him in tie mount ſynay 
with empty wombe faſtyng manp adap 
Chere reſceyued he the la we that Was Wrpten — 
With goddes fyntter. and Help Wele ye wetyy — 

Gn the mount Oꝛeb o2 Ge Gadde any ſpeche 
With Hits god that is oure lyues leche 
He faſtyd Cong and asin contempfannice 
Aron fe Gadde the temple ty touernaunce 
And ehe the other preeftes euerichone 
Gnto the temple whay thep ſholde tone 
To prape foꝛ the peopleand todo feruife 
They nolde drpnkety no manez wyſe 
Nodrprke that mygtbt her dronke make 
But there in abſtynence toprap and hake 
Left that thep depde take fede hati fap 
But they Be fobre that for the peopte prap 
Were that § fap for it prongs ſuffiſeth 
Dure loꝛde Pefu asholy wrytte deuyſeth 
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paue Soenfample of faftpnt andprapers 
Therfore we mendicauntes We ſely frezes 
Ween Weddpd to pouerte and to contynence 
Co charpteGumBleneffe and abſtynence 
To pezfecncion for enerp rightwyſneſſe 
Co weppng mpfericozde and tockenneſſe 
Hnd therfore map pe fe that oure pzapers 
J fpere of Ba mendicaunt We frezes 

Be to the hitth god moze evceptable * 
Thay youres With youre feeſtes at youre table 
Fro paradiſe firſt if ſhal nat lye 
was may oute chaſyd for Gis glotony 
Andchaſt was man in paradiſe certayne 
But Gerken now Thomas What g (Gate ſayn 
Nhaue no tevt of itas¥ fuppofe 
But | fynde amanez thpne of a dlofe 
That fpeciafep oure ſwete lorde Jeſus 
Spake this Bp frezes whan Ge fapde thus 
Blyſſed Ge tGep that poure ty ſpyryte Been 
And fo fortG ale the Gofpel map pe feen 
whether it Be Cphez to onre profe(fioun 
D2 heyres that ſwymme ty poffeffioun 
Fp on theiz pompe and theire glotony 

And of thetre lewdnes | them deffpe 
Ope thynke thep Be CLphe homman 
frat ad a whale and Wathetpke a {than 
Hl Bpnofente as a Bottel tn the fpence 
Theire praper is of ful kytel reuerence 
Whan thep for ſoules fap the pſalme of dauid 
Lo But thep fep coz meusy eructanit 
Who folowith criftes goſpel and Gis fore 
ut lhe that humble Be chafte and poure 
Workers of goddes wordes and nat auditoures — 
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Therfore rinse as an Gauke Spon his cours 
Vp ſpryntith in the aper rittht fo prapers 
Df cherttaBble and chaſte Befp frezes 
Makpn them fours to goddes eris two 
Thomas thomas fo moot J rpde 02 fo 
And By chatlozde that cleppd as ſeynt Jue 
Ne thou our Brother Were ſholdeſt thou nat thryue 
ffoz in oure chapitre prape We dap and nygtht 
Co crifte to fende the bothe helth and mpase 
Thy Bodp for to welden ful haſtely 
God Wote quod fie therof no tipne fete J 
Hs Gelpe me tod as in felbe yeres 
Haue J fpended on manp dpuerfe freꝛes 
Fulmanp a pounde pet fare Fneniz the bet 
Certapy mp Gode haue ſJalmooſt Befette 
ffare Wele my Forde foritisatleato — 
The freze aunſwerde o thomas doft thou fo 
what nedith the dyuers frezes for to ſeche 
What nedith Fim hat Gath a parfpte leche 
To fechen other Cechesin the toun | 
poure incon(taunce fs poure confufioun 
Holde pe than me andehe al oure couent 
To prap for pou Ge nat fufficicient 
Thomas that tapeis nat Worth a mpte 
poure maladp is for We haue tofpte 
G pene that couent foure and twenty ¢rotes 
Gnd peue that conent half a quartez oteg 
Bnd pene that freze a penp andlete him to 
Nap nap Thomasit map notipne Be fo 
What isa fertipny worth parted on twelue 
Lo eche thyng that is onpdin them fetue 
(Js moze ſtrontte than whan itis fratred 
Thomas of me thou (Halt nat Be flatred 
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Thou woldeſt Gane oure laboure al foz nontGe 
The hitth dod that al his Wozlde Gath rouge 
Sapté that the Wozk may is worthy his hire 
Thomas of poure trefoure naught worG defire 
iis foz mp febf But that al oure couent ‘ 
Co prep for pou Be ap fo diligent 
And for to holde Dp crijtes own chirche 
Thomas if pe Wol Cerne for to wyrche 
Df byldynt Spon chirches map pe fynde 
Gf tt Be gode ip Thomas lyf of pnde 
pelpe Gere ful of angre and of ire 
Witt whiche the deuyl fet poure herte oy fyre 
Hud chyden Gere this holy tnnocen€ 
poure iif that is here fo meke and pacient 
ud therfore thomas trowe me éf thou lyſt 
Ne (tzpue nat Witt] ip wyf as for the beſt 
nd Bere this worde a wey no Sp thy fayth 
Touchyng fuche tipng fo What the wpfe fayth 
Within Gp Goufe ne Be thou no lyoun 
To tip (uBsettes do thou noon oppreffiony 
Me make thyn acquentaunce nat to fie 
And thomas pet eft fones Warne f the 
Beware of fez tat in thp boſom ſlepith 
Ware fro the ferpent that fo ſtely crepith 
Wniodre the graſſe aud ſtyngith ful ſubtelly 
Beware mp fonne and herkyn pacientlp 
That twenty thouſand men haue loſt theirepues 
froz ftrpupng with thetz lemmannys their pues 
Now fitsen pe Gane ſo holy amehke wyf 
fat nedith pou thomas tomahke ſtryf 
Cher nps J ps no ferpent ſocruelle 
whan a man treddith Spon Gis tayle ne half fo fel 
Us a Woman ts whan fhe Gath caught ay wr ; 
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Verꝛy Bentteaunce is than al Her defire 
Gre is a ſynne one of the grete of ſeuyn 
And ful abhomynable to the kpng of heuyn 
And to him ſelue it is a diftructioun 
This euery Ce wde Spcaz oz parfoun 
Can fap Gol tre engendreth homycide 
Hre tn ſoth the evecutoure is of prpde 
Icoude of tre fap right moche ſoꝛowe 
That mp tale ſholoe Caft tp? the morowe 
Hnd therfore prap god bothe dap and npyit 
J fat to an iꝛous may god fende lytel ritiht 
(it is Grete Farm andcertis grete ppte 
Co fet an irous manin high oetfree 
Ww Hilom thez bas an trous'poteftate 

He fapté ſeneke. that duryng his aſtate 
VPpoyn adap oute rpden knyghtes tivo 
And as fortune Wolde that it was fo 
That one of them cam Gome that other noutiht 
none the knyght afore the iutze is broutht 
Chat fapde thus thou Gaft hp felowe flapne 
for whiche J Oeme the to deth certapne 
Hndtoa nothez knpait comaunded Ge 
Golede Gin to the deth I charge the 
HndGapppd as thep Went Bp the wey 
Towarde the place wheze Ge (Golde dep 
The hnpHit cary whiche men Wende Gad he dede 
Chan thought thep it Were the Belt rede 
Colede them Botte tothe inte agapn — 
They fapde Corde the enyght is nat ſtayn 
His fela we feze Ge ftont hole a lyne 
pe ſhal Be dede qnod fe fo moot 3 thryue 
Chisistofep hothe on two and thre 
And to the firſt hᷣnyght right thus fpahe he 
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Jodampned the thou muſt aftrates Be dede 
And thou alfo muft nedes leſe thpn Fede 
for tou art caufe why tip fela we dyeth 
And to the thridde bnyght right thus fe ſeyth | 
Chou Galt nat do that J comaunded the 
And thus Ge dpd do them fee af thre 
é Rus Cambpfes Waseke dronhleyp 

And ap defptedGim to Be a ſhrewe 
And fo befyl a Corde of fis menpe 
That loupd Wele Sertuous mozalpte 
Sapd on a dap bit wixt Gem felt right tins 
A corde is Coft tf Ge Be ought Sicious 
There is manp an epe and many anere 
Albaptpne on a lorde Ge wote nat Where 
Gnd dronkneffe is eke a foufe recozde 
Df anp man and namelp of a Cozde 
ffoz goddes Coue drynkith moze temperattp 
wyne mahith a man tolefen wrechydly 
His mynde and eke Gis lymmes euerichone 
The reuerfe Halt hou fe quod Ge anone 
And preue tt Bp thpn olvne evperience 
That wyne te dotG to folke ſuche offence 
Ther is no wyne bereuyth memp myght 
Df Gonde of fote ne of mpyepen ſight 
And for defppte fe dranke moche the moze 
An hundreth part than Ge dpd Bifoze 

And right anone this prouscurfed wreche 
This hanyghtes fonne leet bifoꝛn him fetche 
Comaunded him Ge ſholde Bifozn him ſtonde 
And ſodenly Ge toke his bowe in honde 

And bp the ſtrynghe pulled to his ere 
And Wits an aroe Ge flout the childe there 
| Now Whither Gaue | a fphez Gonde o2 — F 

2 
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Quod he is almp mygtht and my mpndeatone — 
Hath wyne bereuyd me myn eyen ſight 
what ſholde J telle the aunfWere of the bnyttht 
Ais fone thas flepy ther is no moze to fap 
Belvare therfore with tozdes for to plep 
Spngeth placeboandy (Galle tfFcan 
‘But tf it be Hutoa poure may 
Toa poure man men ſholde his Dpces telle 
But nat toa Corde though Ge fHiotde. go to hel 
€ MD Irus Cprus that ifke percten 

Hold diftroped Ge the rpuez of gpfen 
Foꝛ that an Gozfe of his as dreynt therin 
whan that he went babilon {02 to wynne 
He made that the rpuez was fo ſmat 
That men myght rpde o2 Wade ouir af 
Lo what fapo Ge that fo wele teche cay 
Ne Be no fefalbe to no an irous may 
Me With no ode may walke Bp the wep 
Left Hou repente J Wot no fercheꝛ fep 
Noth thomas leef Brothez Ceue thyn ire 
Thon ſhalt me fynde as iuſte as a fquive 
olde nat the deuptleskupf ap in thyn Gerte 
Thyny ante doth the af to fore ſmert 
But fie we to me alle thy confeffion 
Nap quod the feke man Bp feint Symon 
Jhaue Be firpue this day of mp curate 
(J Gare Git tovde al hooly mpn eftate 
He nedith nomoꝛe to fpeke of tt fapde fe 
Dut if itlp(t of mpn Gumprite 
peue ne than of thp gode to make oure clopftez 
apd fle for many a mufhle and manp an opftez 
whan ottiez men haue Been ful wele at eafe 
Haue Geen oure food oure cLopftez for to repfe 
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And pet fod wote bnnech ourelfundament 
Parfourmed is ne of oure chirche ful pauement 
Ther is nata tple Within oure wonys 
Bp ttod we olbe fyfty pounde foz ftones 
Now Gelpe thomas for him that harowed Getle 
Oꝛ elles mult the oure Bokes ſelle 
And if men Cache oure predicactoun 
Than tots the worlde al to diſtructioun 
ffoz who fo wol fro this Wozcde Vs bereue 
So fod me faue thomas by poure feue 
He Wolde Bereue oute of tuts Worle the ſonne 
for who can teche and Ibozke as Wwe bonne 
And that is nat of fptee tpmequodfie ~ 
But fithen Help as o2 Getpfe 
Haue frezes Ge that fynde if of recorde 
Gn charite p thanked Be oure lorde 
Now thomas Gelpe for ſeynt charite 
And doun anone Ge ſitteth on fis knee 
This fehe man wext nygh Wode for ire 
Hie Wolde that the freze Gad bea fpre 
With Gis falfe diſſymylacioun 3 
Suche tipnttes as Been in mp profeffioun 
Quod fe that map J pene and none otfez 
pe fap me thus Gou that J am poure brothe⸗ 
pecertisquod the frere truſtith me right wele 
(J toke oure dame oure fettre and out fele 
Now Wele quod fe and ſomwhat (Hal I perte 
Wn to poure holy couent while h leue 
And tn thy Gonde thon (Galt it Gane anone 
Dn this condicion and otheꝛ none 
That thou departe it fo mp dere Brother 

That euery freze Gane aſmoche as other 
This date thou (Were on thy profeffioun 

ny 
Py — 



The Sompnoures tate 

withoute fraude o2 cantilactoun 
G fivere it quod the freze Spon mp feyth 
And therwith a€ Gis honde ty Gis he leyth 
Lo Gere mp feyth in me ſhalbe no Cache 
Cohan put thy hond adoun rigde Bp my Bache 
Sapoe this man and trope wele behynde 
Byneth mp Buctoke there ſhalt thou fynde 
A thyntt that I Gaue hydde ty prpupte 
H thought this freze that (Gal go with me 
Bnd doun Gis Gonde helauncheth to the cp fe 
Gn Gope for to fynde there ſom gode pefe 
And whan this fehe man felt this freze 
AGoute his towel gropyng Gere and there 
Ampd his Gonde Ge Cet thie freze a farte 
Chezis nocapul drawyng tn a carte 
That myght haue let a farte of ſuche a foun 
Che freze Sp (tert as dotG a wode fLpoun 
H fals cho2le quod Ge foz coches Bones 
This Haft thou th defppte do foz the nonps 
Thou (Galt abye this fart if that § map 
His menp With that herde fuche avzap 
Come Leppné ty and chafed oute the freze 
And forts Ge goth with a ful heuy Gere 
And fet his fela Wwe there as Cap Bits ſtoꝛe 
He lohed ashe there a wylde Boze 
Andttrynteth with the tethe ſo was he wrothe 
A fturdp paas doun to the courte Ge goth 
Were as there woned a man of frete honoure 
To whome that fe Was al wey confeſſoure 
Chis worthy man was lorde of that vyllage 
This freze cam as he Were ty a ratte 
where as this lorde ſat etyng at the Borde 
Vnneth myttht che freꝛe fpeke one worde 
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Tyt at the laſt Ge ſayde god you fe 
Thisloꝛde fay loke and ſayd benedicite 
What frere John what manez woꝛlde is this 
Gi fe wele fome thyntz therisa mps i 
xe loke as though the wode were ful of theuys 
Spt doun and tel me What poure greue ig 
And tt (Gal Ge amended if that J map 
J Gane quod fe fad a defppte todap 
(50d yelde it pou a doun ty poure vyllatte 
That th this woꝛlde ther nys ſo poure apage 
That he nolde haue abhomynacioun 
Df that J haue refcepuedin the toun 
End pet ne greuyth me nothyng fo fore 
As that the ofde chorte With tockis Goze 
Blafphempd hath oure holy couent che 
Now mapfte2 quod the korde J pou Befehe. 
No mapfter fir quodGe But feruptoure 
ThouttG J Fane Gad in fcole that Gononre 
God Cpheth nat that raby men Secatte 
Nother in marhet ne ty otter Carte Gate 
MNo force quod fe But tel me at poure greef 
Sir quod this freze ay odious mpf Chief 
Chis dap Betpdde isto myn ordre and me 
And fo per confequens itn eche degre 
D f Golp chieche tod amendit fone 
Sit quod the Corde We Wote What is to done: 
Diftempere pou nat pe be my confeffonre 
pe Ge the fate of the erthe and the ſauoure 
Foꝛ ttoddes fone powz pacience nop holde 
Cel me youre ttreef. and he anone him torde 
As pe Hane herde biforn pe wote wele that The Cadp of the Goufe ap ſtylle fat 
Trl ſhe Gad herde What the freze had fapde ; 

b ivy 
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Ey foddes modre quod ſhe this bliſſed mapde 
(is ther ought effes tel me feythfully 
Mada me quod he hou thynke pe therby 
fo that me thynketh quod ſhe fo god me ſpede 
§ fap a choꝛle Gath do a choꝛtes dede 
what ſholde 3 fap god let him neutz the 
His fehe Fede is fulle of Sanpte 
(J Holde him in a manez of a franfpe 
Madame quod fhe by god] (Gat nat lye 
But Jin anp wyſe map on him aWrebe 
G (Gal diffame him ouir atte Where J fpehe 
Chat fats Gla ſphemoure whiche that charged me 
Co parte it that ol natdepartedBbe — 
Co euery p fLphe moche With myſchaunce 
Che Corde fat ſtylle ae Ge Were ty a traunce 
Andty Gis Gerte he rollyd Sp and doun 
How that this choꝛle hath pmagpnactonn 
Co ſhewe fuchea proBleme totiefrere 
Neuiterſt 02 no Gerde J of fuche a matere 
J Crowe the deupl put it in his mynde 
Yin arfmetrphe (dal thez no man fynde 
Bifoꝛe this dap of ſuche a queftioun 
who fiofde make a demonftracioun 
Chateuerp man ſholde Gane fpke Gig parte 
Hs of a foun oz of fauoure of a farte 
O nyce proude chore h fire We bis face 
Lo fires quod the Corde With Garde trace 
who euir herde of fuche a thyng oz now 
To euery man y lpke tel me how 
This ts an impoſſible tt map nat Be 
Ey nyce cHorle godlet him neuie the 
The romblyng of a farte andeuery ſcun 
Nps But of the ayer reuerberacioun⸗ 
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And euir it baftpth epee andlpte awey 
Ther is noman can deme Bp mp fep 
Gf that it Were departed equalty 
What Co mp chorle Co pet Gold ſhre wdly 
Vnto mp confeffoureé to dap he fpake 

ghholde Him certayn a demonyacke 
Noid ete youre mete and et the chorle Ho pley 
Let him go ha ng him felfadeupl wep 
Mol (tode the kordes ſquyer at his boꝛde 
That carued his mete and herde worde Bp worde 

Mf alle this thyng of whiche J haue pou ſayde 
My Corde quod Ge Be pe nat eupl appayed 
ffoz J conde tefle for a gowne cvotfe 
To pou fiz freze fope Be nat wrothe 
Hold that this fare (Golde eupy defpd Be 
Hmong pouz couent if itlybe fp thee 
Tel quod the Lorde and thou ſhalt Gane anone 
H gowy clothe Bp god and by feintGofn 
Mp Cozde quod he whan that the wedyr is fapre 
Witfoute wynde of perturbyng of apez | 
Cet bryntt a carte whele right into this halle 
But fo that it haue the fpokesal 
Tweff fpohes hath a carte whele comontp 
And bryntt me thay twelue frezes Woot pe why 
for thertene is a couent as J teffe 
poure confeffoure feze for Gis Wortipneffe 
Shal parfouzme Sp the nombre of fis couent 
Than ſhal hep knee doun by oneaffent 
And toeuerp fpohes ende tn this manere 
ful fadly Cap Gis nofe (Gal a freze | 

vyoure noble confeffouz thez god him ſaue 
Dial Hovde fis noſe vpright Snore the naue 

Than ſhal this choꝛle With bely ſtyf and tought 
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As anp taBoure hyder Be p brought 
Bnd fet him on the whele rittht of this carte 
Wpon the naue and make him let a farte 
Hnd pe (Galfe Spon perpl of my fpf 
Bp preef whiche that is demon (tratpf 
That equally the fo unde tf it Wot wende 
Zndehe che ſt ynke oute of the fpokesende 
Saue that this woꝛthy man your confeſſoure 
Bicaufe Ge is a man of frete Honoure 
Sal Gaue the firft frupte as reafonis 
The noble Sfate of frezes pet is this 
The worthyeſt may of them ſhal firft Be fernpd 
And certapnlp Ge Gath it wele deferupd 
He Gath to dap taught Ss fo moche gode 
With precipne tn the pulpet there Ge ſtode 
T Gat J map Souchefauf fap for me 
He Gadde the firſt fmetie of fartes thre 
And fo wolde al fis Brethern hardely 
He Berith Gim fo fapre and fofotptp 
The Cord the kady and eche man fare the Freze 
Sapd that hankyy fpahe ty thismatere 
Ls Wele as Ouyd oz protfofome 
Touchyntt the choꝛles hep fapd ſubtelte 
Hind Gigs pt made him fpeke as Ge fpake 
He nys no fool ne no demonpahe 
And hankyn hath p wonne a nee foun 
My tale is doon We Be aloft at the tony 

Here endtt§ che Sompnoures tate 
dnd Gere foloweth the profogue of the 
Clerke of Dvenforde — 

wae 
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f  pacterhe of Oxenfoꝛde oure Gooft fapde 
pe tpde as quop and ſtyl as doth a mayde 

Were new fpoufed fp ttpnit at the Borde 
This dap ne herde (fj of poure tong a Wozde 
J trol pe ſtudye aBoute fom fophpme 
Bnt Salamon fapoe that al thyng hath tyme 
Foꝛ goddis fake as Be of gode chere 
It is no tyme now to ftudpe Gere 
Telvs fometnerp tale Op poure fep 
for what mavisentredin toa plep 
He nedes mort in to che plep aſſent 
Bue prechitG mit as frezes do Hent 
Tomake Vs foꝛorure ofde ſynres Wepe 
Ne that tip tale mmbeLsnat t6 jtepe 
Cet Hs for merp thintt of ave..tures 
poure termes poure o oures ind poure figures 
Lepe them ty tore of fo Be that peendpte 
Hiss ſtyle as hen nen tohpupebrpte 
Spehit fo playn a histpme J pou prap 
That Whe map vnde onde What ye fap 
This worthy cerhe ꝛenyngnely ainfWerd 
Oſt quodfe J am porze pervde 
pe haue as now of Sethe gouernaunce 
Bnd therfore g (Gal io pou oBepfaunce 

—“AsferasreafonaflithGardefp 
Jwol pou tel a talevhiche that 
Lernpd at padolbeof a woꝛthy ckerke 
Us preupd is Bp. ts wordes andfis Werke 
He is nom ded and nayled ty the cheſte 
Ipray to goosene Gis ſoule rode reft 
Fraunceys pavarhe the Caureat porte’ 
Hisit is clerhe whofe retforphe ſwete 
Enlumynedae ytayle of poetrye 
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As Cpnpan dpdof phitofopfipe 
Oꝛta we 02 othez arte particulere 
But deth that Wol nat fuffre Se ouckle Gere 
But asit Were the twynkley y of ayeye 
Them Botte Gath flapne al (Gal We dpe 
But forti to tel of thts Wozthp man 
That taught me this tateas I Began 
h fap that fir(t With Gigs ftpie he enditeth 
D2 he the Bodp of fis tafe writeth 
A proflempe ty whiche diſcryueth Ge 
Pemounte and of fatuces the countre 
And ſpekith of apertpy thehilles hye 
Chat Been the Boundes of Wet lumbardye 
Hndof mount hefefusin fpectatfle 
where hat the po oute of the We? finales - 
Cakpng fis fir(t ſprynttynttand his furs 
G Hat eſt ard enizencre litt» Giscour:. 
Cocmelp Warde to fferz. 1nd Benpfe 
The whiche along thpiy Weze to deups: 
Gnd trutp as to mp tutterent + 
Me tipnhithita long apertpnent — 
Saue that Fim lpft connepe Gis mateze 
But this is Gis tale aspe may Gere 

Here endith the prolotzue of the 
Cterke of Dvenforzde __ 
And here begynneth Gis tate 
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t Hereisin the Welt ſyde of Itayle 
Donn at the rute of Sef ulus the colde 

A Cuftp plapn habundannt of Dptapte 
here many a toun and toure thou mayſt behold 
That founded Were in cyme of faders ofde 
Bnd many a nothez delytable ſight 
And fatuces this noble countre hight 

A Markes fomtpme lord tas of that Conde 
Hs Were fis worthy eldres him Bifore 
Gnd obeyſaunt ap redp to his honde 
Were afle his ſieges bothe Caffe and moze 
Thus ty defpte he kyued and Gath d00 poze 
Befouedand dradde through fauoure of fortune 
Bothe of fits loꝛdes and eke of fis comune 

Therwith Ge Was to ſpeke oflynage 
The gtentylleſt p born of lumbardy 
G fapre pazfon a (trong and pont of age 
Gnd fue of Gonoure and of curtefpe 
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Diſcrete prongs fis countre for to ¢ 
SDaue in for thpnites that he Was to blame 
Gnd walter thas this pong Cordes name 
§ Blame him thus that be conftdred nat 

Wn tpmecompng what myght him Betpde 
But on his Cuft prefent was al Gis thouttht 
as for tofauke andGunte on euerp ſyde 
wele nygh alle other curves lete Ge ſtyde 
And ekke Ge nolde and that has Wozft of al 
wedde no pf for ought that mpi Befatte 
D nlp that popnte Gis people Bare fo fore 

That flok mele on a dap thep to Fim Went 
Andone of them that wpfe(t was of foze 
D2 efirs that the Corde Wofde Beft aſſent } 
That he ſholde tel him What Gis people ment 
D2 effes conde Ge ſhewe wele fuche matere 
He to the marques fapdas pe (Gal Gere 
O noble marques pouz ſumanyte 

Aſſureth Bs and yeueth Ss hardyn⸗ ſe 
Hs ofte as tyme ts of neceſſite : 
That Wwe to pou map telle oure heuyneſſe 
Acceptit§ nolblozd of porz tentpines 
That We with pptous Gert vnto pou pfeyn 
Andlet you erys natmp voyce difoepy 

Al Gaue § nat todone in this matere 
_ More than a nothez man hath tn this place 
pet for aſmoche as pe mp Lorde fodere 
Hane allbep ſhewed me fauonz and trace 
(Jdaz the Bettre afhe of pou a fpace 
Df audtence to ſhewe oure requeft 
And pe mp Co2d todo right as por left 

froz certis loꝛd fo wele SalphetG pou 
And al poure Werke andeuir haue doon that we 



The Clerbes tale of Oxenfoꝛde 

Ne conde nat oure felf deup fe Gort 
we myghtlyue in moze felicit 
Saue one thynglorde tf poure wyl Be 
Chat fortobealbeddpdmanpoulef—E ss. 
& ban Were pouze people ty fouerapne Gertes reſt 
Bove pe poure fede Snodre the blifful por 

Dffouerapnteandnatofferupfe 
whiche that men clepith fpoufaple oz Wedfoke 
And thynkith Corde among poure Wpttes wyſe 
Holb that oure dates paffe ty fondep Wpfe 
froz though we ſtepe or ake rynne 02 rpde 
Ap flyeth the tyme it wor noman abyde 

And though poure ¢rene youthe froure ag pee 
Gn crepith atte as (tpite as anp (tone 

And deth manaſſherh euery age and ſmyte 
Gn eche eſtate for there eſchapith none 
Andalfocertapnaslbeknoweecione — 
Chat We ſhal dye and Ducertapn te affe © 
Been of the dap whan deth (Hat on Ss falle 

AcceptitG than of Ds the true entent 
That pet neuiz refufeden poure heſte 
And the Wol Lorde tf pe Wolaffent 
Chefe pou a wyf in (Hort tyme at theleſt 
Bow of the gentykleſt and of the meft 
Df al ptatie fo thatit ought feme 
Honoure to fod and pou as J can deme 
Delpuez Hs oute of alle this Befp drede 

Bnd take a wyf for hitth goddes fake 
ffo2z if fo Be it Befalle as god forBrde 
That through pouze deth poure Lpne ſholde ſtabe 
And that a (trauntfe fucceffoure ſholde take 
pouze Heritage o tbo were Ds on lyue 
Wherfoze oe prap pou Gaftetp to wyue 
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© Hez mehe prapez andfe2 pptons here 
Made the marques herte foz to haue ppte 
pe wol quodfe mpy one people dere 
C othat J nentrerft thougtht conſtreyne me 
(Ime retofed of mp fpBerte 
That ſelden epme ts founde ty mariage 
There J was fre I muft ety ſeruage 

But natheleſſe 9 fe poure true entent 
And trufte Spon poure wytte and haue done ap 
wherfore of mp fre bplG wol aſſent 
Wo Wedde me as fone as eutr J map 
But theze as pe haue profezed me todap 
Tocheſe mea Wp J pow relece 
That choſe ſ prap pou of that profez fece 

Foꝛ ttodit wote that children oft Been 
Wulphe theire worthy elders them Bifoze 
Bounte cometh al of fod nat of the ftreen 
Of whiche they Be dendredand poze 
(i trufte in foddes Bounte and therfore 
My mariage and mpn aftate and teft 
(iim Setake fe map do as him lyſte 

Lete me allone tn cheſyng of mp wyf 
G fat charte Spon mp Bake § Wplendure 
But § pou pzap and charge Spon youꝛtyf 
That What wyfh take pe map affure 
To Worfiippe fez whiles Ger kyf map dure 
(in Horde in werke Bot Gere andenerp where 
Gs fie anemperouzs douttiter Were 

And ferthermore this (Gal pe ſwere that pe 
Avenſt my chofe Sal neutz grutche ne ftrpue 
Foꝛ fithen § (hat fortto mp Cpberte ? 
At voure requeſt aseutz moot § tirpue | 
There as mp Gerte is fette here Wol wyue 
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And But pe Wot affent in fuche manere 
GJ prap pou fpekith nomoze of this matere 

with herty wyl hep fWerpy and affentpy 
To alle this thyng there fapd nat one hight nap 
Beſechyngt Gtr of grace oz that that thep wentyn 
Chat Ge wolde graunte them a certayn dap 
D f Gis fpoufapleas fone as euirhe map 
For pet al wey manp of the people dredde 
Left che marques Wolde no Wpf wedde 

He fraunted them a dap fuche as them leſt 
Dn Wihiche Ge wolde Be Weddpd fikertp 
And fapde Ge dpd a€ this at theire requeſt 

And they with humble entent buxomly 
PNnelyng Spon theire knees ful reuerently 
Him thanked alle and thus they haue an ende 
Df theire entent and home agayn they wende 

And herupon he toke Gis officers 
And comaunded foꝛ tie feſt for to puruey 
And to his pryuy knygthtes amd ſquyers 
Suche Harte yaue as Ge lyſt on themley 
And they to his comaundment obeye 
And eche of them doth al his diligence 
To do Hnto that feſt high reuerence 

Prima pars Griſilidis 

tt kt fer fro that palepsfonouraBle 
Chere as this marques ſhope his mariate 

Chere ftode a thorpe of ſight ful delptable 
Gn whiche that poure fofke of that Spflage 
fade their Beftes and theire herbygage | 
And of theive CaBoure toke theire fuftenaunce 
After hat the erthe pane then habundaunce 

ct 
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A mong theſe poure fothe ther duelled a mar 
whiche was p Golde poureft of them alle 
But hitth god fomepme fende can 
His grace into alpteloves (takie 
Hanpcola men of tGat throwpe Fim cal 
A doughter hadde he fapre ynough to ſittht 
And Griſilides this pont mayden hight 

But foꝛ to ſpeke of Sertuous beaute 
Than tas fie one the fapreft Sndve fonne 
And ful pouerfp p foſtryd Sp has fie 
No Cpcozous fuft has through fez herte p ronnie 
But of tez of the Welle than of the wyne tonne 
She dranke and ſhe olde vertue pleafe 
She knewe wele CaBoure But none pole cafe 

But though this mapde fo tendve Were of atte 
pet tn the Breeft of her virginyte 
There Was enckoſed rppe and ſadde corage 
And in ttrete reuerence ofcharite 
fez ofd poure fadre foſtryd ſhe 
A fewe ſhepe fpprnpng on felde ſhe kepte 
She wolde nat be poce tpl ſhe ſlepte | 
nd Wan fie Gombarde cam (Ge Wolde Grpnt 

Woztps o2 ot fez herbes tymes ofte 
The whiche fie (Fredde and ſethith for Ger tyupngy 
And made her bedde harde and nothpng ſofe 
And ap fie kept her faders lyf on loft 
With euerichone obepfaunce and diligence 
That chifde myttht do to the faders reuerence 

Wpon Griſilde this poure creature 
ful oft ſithys this marques fet Sis epe 
Hs Ge rode on Suntpng parauenture 
And ian it Befpl that He myght Ge2 afppe 
He nat Wits wanton lokpntt of foly 
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His epen caft on fez But in ſad wyſe 
pon bez cheke fe wolde him oft aupfe 
Commendpne ty his Gert fez womanhede 

Andehe fe2 Sertue paffpntanp wight 
sD f fo pont atte as wele in chere as dede 
jfoz though the people Gad no Grete infigie 
(jn SertueGeconftdzed ful vigtieé 
Heꝛ Bounte and diſpoſed him that he Wofde 
wedde her onlp if he eut2z wedde ſholde 

The dap of weddyng cam but no Wighe can 
Cel What manez Woman it (Golde Ge 
Foꝛ whiche merua pte Wrondred manp a man 
And fapd thep Were in prpupte 
wol nat oure Corde lene pet his Sanpte 
wol Ge nat wedde allas allas the while 
why wol Ge thus him ſelue and vs betyle 

But natheles his marques had do make 
Df gemmys fet ty Golde and ty afure. 
Broches and rpntes for Griſilides fake 
And of her Cothputt toke the mefure 
Df a mapde fphe Snto fez (tature 
nd ehe of fiez otfez oxnamentesatle 
That Gro fuche a Weddpné (Golde Ge falle 

The tpme of vndryn on the fame dap 
Approchpd that the Weddpn¢ ſholde Be 
und al the paleys put was in arzap 
Bothe Galle and cha mbre eche in his dete 
Houſes of office ſtuffed with grete plente 
There mayſt thou fe of deynteous vytayle 
That map Be fonnde as fez as laſtith ytale 

Chis rpalle marques richelp arzaped 
Lordes and ladies in his company 

cn 
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Che whiche that to the feft were praped 
And of fis retenue the hachelery 
With manp a folbne of fondrp melodp 
Vnto the vylkage of whiche tolde 
Gy this avzap the right wey haue holde 

Griſilde of this god wote ful innocent 
That for Ger ſhapen was al this arzap 
To fet water ata Welle is Went 
And cometh Gome as fone as euir (he map 
Foꝛ Wee ſhe herde fapd that ithe dap 
That the marques ſholde wedde andif fhe mptffit 
She wolde fapne Gaue fepy for of that ſight 

She thougde wol wits otfez mapdepns ftond 
That Been mp fela wes in oure doze and fe 
The marques and therfore yr fonde 
0 doon at Gome as fone as it map Be 
The laboure Whiche that longith to me 
Andthan§ map atlepfez Gere beholde 
(if fie this hep Snto the caftet Golde 

And as (Ge wolde ouir the threſſholde tone 
The marques cam and tan fez foꝛ tocakfe 
And ſhe fat doun Fez Watez pot anone 

Beſide the threſholde in an oves ſtalle 
And doun Spon fez knees ſhe gan to fae 
And Wits fadde countenaunce kneled ft pel 
Cpe (Fe Gad Gerde Gez fouerapneslordes wyl : 

Chis thoughtful markes fpake into the mapd: 
Ful ſobirky and fapd tn this manere | 
where is poure fadre o Griſilides Fe fapde 
And ſhe Wits renerence and GumBee chere 
Aunſ werde Corde Ge is af redp Geze 
And in ſhe goth WitGoutententere Cet 
And to the marques ſhe Ger fadre fet 
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He By the Gonde than tohke this ofde man 
And fapd thus Wan Ge Gadde him a ſyde 
hanycula § nethez map ne can Gls 
The plefaunce Cengeze of mpGertefpde 
(Gf that thou Souchefauf that fo betyde 
Thy dou iter hol j take o2 that iG wende 
Hs tomp wyf Srtofer lyues ende 

Thou foueft me wote it wele certayn 
And are mp feythful ciege man Sore 
And at that lyneth me § az Wele ſayn 
(jt lyketh the and ſpecially therfore. 
Cet me that popnte thats fapde Bifoze 
Hnd tf thou wpe vnto that purpos dra we 
Cotake me for tip fonneinlape 

Chis ſodeyn caas this man aftonedfo 
That vede he wext abaſſhyd and al quabpng: 
He ſtode. vnnethe fapdGe wordes mo 
But only thus lord quod fe mp wyllyng 
(is as pouz wyl ne agaynſt pour lpkpng 
h Wor no thyntt pe Be mplorde ſo dere 
Kight as pou lyſt gouerneth this matere 

pet ihof quod this markes ſoftly 
That ty pouz chambre J and pou and ſhe 
Hane acoflactoy and Woteft thou why 
f'o2 9 Wot afke tf it fez wyl Be 
Tobe mp wyf and reule fez after me 
And al this ſhalbe do tn thy prefence 
Inyl nat fpeke oute of tipn audience 

And in the cha mbre While thep Were aboute 
Her tretees whiche as pe ſhalafter Gere 
The people cam into the houſe af withoute 
And Wondred ther in Gou Gone ft manere 
And ſo tentefip kept Gez fader deve 

cc m 
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Hut Stterlp ttriſilde wondre myttht 
For neuiz erſt ne falve ſhe ſuche ã ſight 
No wondre is though fie Were ſtoned 

To ſe ſo grete a geſt come in that place 
She neuir was to no ſuche geſtes y woned 
ffoz whiche (Ge lohed With ful pale face 
Kut ſhortly forth this matere foztochace 
Thefe Been the wordes hat the markes ſayd 
To this verry benynttzne feptiful mayde 

Griſilde Ge ſayde pe (Gat Wele vnderſtond 
It Cpe tt vnto poure fadve and vnto me 
That h pou wedde andcheit map ſo ſtonde 
Hs § ſuppoſe pe wyl that it fo Be 
But thies demaundes afhe J ferft quod fe - 
Chat ſithen tt ſhalbe done ty haſty Wpfe 
Wo pe aſſent o2 elles pou aupfe ne 

(J fap thus Be pe redp With Kode ferte 
To al mp Cuft and hati fretp map. 
Hs me beſt thynkith thongs pe lautth oz ſmert 
And neuir pe to gruche nyght ne dap 
whzan fj fap pe that pe fap nat onps nap 
Nother Bp worde ne Bp frounpndconntenaunee - 
SWere thts and Gere J (ere oure alfiannce | 

Wondrpng Spon thefe wordes quakyng foz drede 
Sie fapdlorzdindi¢ne and Snwortip  - 
(Jam to ſuche Gonoure as pe me Bede 
Wut as pe Wol pouz ſelf rittht fo woe | 
End Gere I ſwere that neuiz wyllyntiy 
(iy Werke ne thought § Wotpon difoBepe 
Foꝛ to Be dede though me Were loth to dpe 

This is ynoutth griſilde myn quod he 
And forth Ge goth With a ful fobre chere 
Mute at the doze andafter can (Ge 

— 
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Gnd to the people fe fapde ty thismanere — 
Thisis mp wyf quod ig cia ſtondich Gere 
PHonouretG fez andfoueth Fez J pou prap 
Who fo me loueth ther is no moze to fap 
And for that nothyng of fer ofde tere 

Sie (Golde Brpnt into Gis houſe Ge badde 
That Women ſholde difpopte her there — 
Df whiche thefe Ladies Were nat ful gladde 
To handel Ge2 clothes where in ſhe as cLadde 
But natheles this mayde bright of Gew. 
Fro foote to fede thep clothed ez alle new 

He2 heris hep hempte that lap vntreſſyd 
Fnl rudely and With theire fyngers {mate 
Acrowne on fez Gede they Gaue y dreſſyd 
And ſet her ful of ouches trete and ſmale 

cc im 
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Hund Woz fGipful that folke there (Ge MasBore 
Aud from {lez birthe bnewe Fez pere Bp yere 
Vnneth crowed thep But ourft Gane fore — 
Chat to hanicula of whiche § fpake Stfoze 
Sie doughter was for as Bp contecture 
Therm thoughe (Ge Was a notlier creature 

Foꝛ though that euir Sertuons Was ſhe 
She was encreſed in ſuche excellence 
Df the wes gode ſet in high bounte 
And fo diſcrete and faire of eloquence 
So benyttne and fo digne of reuerence 
And coude fo the peoples hertes enBrace 
Chat eche her loued that Coked tn Ger face 
Nat only of falucesin the toun 

Publiſſhed tas the Bounte of beaname 
But eke beſyde in many a resgioun - | 
Uf one fapoe wele anotiier fapde the fame 
So fpredvde of fez Bounte the fame 
That men and Women bothe pont and olde 
Goon to faluces Bpon fez to hehoẽde 

This walter lowly nap But ryally 
Wedded Hath Wits fortunat honeſte 
In ttoddes peas yueth fulfonefttp 
Ht home and out ward grace ynoutth hadde he 
And for Ge falbe that Bnodve Cole degre 
Was honeſt bertue hyd the people him Gelde 
U prudent man and that is feen ful fefoe 

Nat onlp ttriſilde thous Ger wyt 
Conde af the feet of wyfky humblenes 
But ehe han that the caas requpred it 
The comune pronfet conde ſhe redreffe 
Chere nas di fcorde rancoz ne heuynes 
Gn a€ the Conde that fhe conde it apeas 
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And wyſely bryntt cher in veft andeas 
Thoutth her huſbonde were aBfent oz nore 
f tentpliien 02 other of that countre 

Were Wroth fhe wolde bryng them at one 
So wyſe and rppe Worzdes Gad ſhe 
And in iuttzement fo grete equpte peat 
what fie from heuyn fent tas as men wende 
People to faue and euery Wrong toamende 

Nat Cones epme after that this griſilde 
thas weded (he a dougthter Gad p Gore 
He had her lyuer Goze a knaue chloe 
Glade Was the marques and the follke therfore 
Foꝛ thougth a mayde chitde cam al bifoꝛe 
She map Suto a hnaue childe atteyne 
Bp kykelehode ſithen fhe nys nat barreyne 

plicit pars ſecunda 
Et fequituz pars tercia 

t fer fplasit fallithoftetpmemo 
whay that this childe Gad fohed Buta throwe 

This marhesin fis herte lonttith fo | 
To tempte fis Wif Ger fadnes tohnoWwe 
That fe ne mythht oute of his hert throwe 
Chis meruaplous defize Sis Wif toaffap 
Medeles tod wote Ge cthouttht her to affrep 
He hadde affaped hez pnough of tyme Bifoge 

Und fonde Ger euir food WHat nedith it 
Her for to tempte and aflvep moze and more 
Though for man pepfe tt fo2 a ſubtet wyt 
But as for ine I fap ful enplit (pe 
Toaffay a pf Whan itis no nede 
Gnd put her ty aunguyſſhe and in orede 
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fFo2 Whiche thismarkes wrouttht in his manez 
He cam allConea nyght there as (he lap 
WitG (terne face and right Solp chere 
And ſayde thus ttriſilde quod fie that dap 
That J pou tohe fro pouze arzape 
Hndput por in eftate of high noBleffe 
peGaue nat that foztoten as h geſſe 
J fap riſilde the prefent dig¢npte 

Gn whiche J Gane put pou as trotbe 
Mauith pou nat forgetful foz to be 
That J pou toke in poure eftate ful Colve 
ffoz anp wele pe muft pour ſelue hnobe 
Take Gede of euerp worde what J fap 
There is no wight that herith But te twey 

pe wote pouz felf hou that pe cam Gere 
(In to this houſe itis nat tong ago 
And though to me pe Be Goth Ceef and dere 
Vnto my gentpllesBe notipntfo 
Chep fap to them it is grete (Game and We 
Foꝛ toBe fubsette and Ge in feruatfe 
To the that Bozn art in fo fmatte a viltatte 

And namelp fithen tip ooughter was p Boze 
Thefe wordes Gaue thep fpoken doutles 
But ſ defire as) Gaue doon Bifoze 
To lpue mp lpf WitG them ty reſt and peas 
Jj map natty thiscaas Be rechetes 
J nuft d0 Wits chp doughter for the Belt 
Nat as] Wofde But as mp peoplelyſt 

And pet fod wote this is ful othe to me 
Out nathetes withoute pour wpttpne 
J Wol nat do But this J Wol quod he 
Chat pe to me affenteas to this tipne 
She we now poure pacience iy pouz Workpnty 
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That pe me Hight and ſwore ty pone DplCatfe 
Chat dap that made Wasoure mariage — 

Wilan fie Gadde Gerde al this fhe nat athenpd 
Nether in Wozrde tn chere nein countenaunce 
for asit femed ſhe has nat aggreupd 
She ſayth Corde al kyth ty pouz plefaunce 
opp childe and 9 With hartely oSepfaunce 
Been pouz one and pe map faue and fpplle 
poure owne tip nttdo pe aftez poure wyl 

Ther map Ge nothyntt fo tod mp foute ſaue 
Lpkpne to pou that map oifpleafe me 
Ne Jdefire no thyntt in anp Wife tohaue 
Ne drede for toleſe faue ontp pe 
This wyl is in myn herte and ay (Galbe 
NolenseG of tyme 02 deth map this deface 
Ne turne mp corage to none otter place 
Glade Was this marques of fez aunfiberpny 

But petit fempdasit Were nat fo 
Hl drery was his here and his lohyntt 
whan that he ſholde oute of the cha inbre fo 
Sone after this a furlontf wey o2 two 
He prpuelyp Gath tolde alhis entent 
Vnto a man and to fis wyf him fen€ 
A inanez of a (eriaunt bas this preup man. 

Che whiche that feptifutle Ge founde Gad 
Wn thyntzes ttrete and eke fuche fotke Wel cay 
Done eveufaciouy in thynges badde 
The Corde knee wele that Ge Him loued and drad 
nd whan this feriaunt knewe fis lordes wyl 
Gy Co the chambre ſtalked him ful ftpe 
Madame fe fapde pe muft forttene it me 

Though § do thyntt whiche J am conftrepned 
pebe ful wyſe and ful wele hnowe pe 
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Thatlordes heeſts map nat Ge fepned 
Though J do thyntt whiche J am conftrepned 

But men muft nede vnto etre luſt obeye 

Znd fo wol J thez ts no moze to fep | 
This chifde J am comaunded foꝛ totake — 

And fpake nomoze But oute the childe Ge Gent 
Difpitonflp andfanacheretomake — 
As thoutt be wolde Gane flapy tt or fe went 
Griſilde muft alle fuffre and concent 

ãnd as alambe (Ge ſytteth meke and ſtylke 
And kete this crnel ſeriaunt do his wyl 

Sufpecious was the fame of this man 
Sufpecte Gis face fufpecte Gis Worde alſo 
Sufpecte the tpme in whiche be this beggan 
Heras bez douptites that fiiefoucd fo 
She wende Ge wolde haue flapn it tho 
But neuirtheles fhe nether Wept ne ſighed 
Confermpd fez to that themarquesfpked — 
Put at the laſt ſpeke than fie began 

Hndmehelp fhe to the feriaunt prayde 
So as he WasaSerzpHentplman- = 
Chat fie myttht herchilde kyſſe onys o2 fe dyed 
ZHndin her barme ſhe the lytel childe leyde 
With ful ſadde face and gan the childe to blyſſe 
And lulled it and aftez Gan it kyſſe 

And thus (ie fapde in fez benytne Sopce 
Fare Wele mp childe 3 (Hal the neuir fe 
But fithen | Gane te markyd with the croyce 
Df tipthe fadre Bliffed moot thou Be 
That for Bs dped Spon the croce of tre 
Thy foute lytel childe j Fim betake 
Foꝛ this nptGe ſhalt tion dpe for mp fake 
§ trol thattoa nozpeetn thisctaas 
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Gt Gad Be herde this routhe for to ſe 
wele myght a modre than haue cryed atlas . 
But natheles fo ſadde and ſtedefaſt was ſſe 
That ſhe endured al aduerſit 
nd to the ſeriaunt mekely ſhe ſayde 
Haue here agapn youreſytel yvontz maydde 
Goth now quod ſhe and do mp Cordes heeſt 

But one tipng wyl J prap pou of youre grace 
But if my lorde forbade pou at the leeſt 
Burieth thislpterBodp in ſom place 
That beeſtes ne foules it to raſe 
But he to that purpos no woꝛde wolde ſay 
But tohe the childe and Went Spon Gis wep 

This fertaunt cam to the Corde agapn 
And of Grifilides wordes and her chere - 
He tolde him poynte Bp popnte ſhort and pfayn 
And him prefented With fis doughter dere 
Sumbhat this lozde Gad re wthe ty his manere 
But natheles his purpos held Ge ft pe : 
Astordes doon whan thep WolGaue theire wpe 

And Gad his feriaunt that Ge pryuyly 
Shulde the childe foft wynde and wrappe 
with alle the circumſtaunces tenderly 
And cary it in a coffre oꝛ ty a lappe 
But on peyne Gis hede of foz to ſwappe 
That noman ſholde kno of thisentent 
Ne Wiens he can ne Whether Hat Ge Went 

But at Bolepn Ge to fis fuftre dere 
That ithe tyme of paup was counteffe 
He (Golde it take and (he we Ger this matere 
Biſechyntt fez todo Ger beſyneſſe 
This chide to foftre ty alle tentplneffe 
And whoſe childe that it ise Bad Ger hyde 
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rom euery Wight for outtht hat map betyde 
’ The fe sane roth and hath fulfitted this thing 
But to this markes now retourne we 
ffoz now goth Ge ful faſt pmagpnpng 
Gf Bp Gis wyues cheze Ge myght fe 
D2 bp Ger woꝛde percepue that ſhe 
ere haunted But neutz coude Ge fynde 
But eniz in one lpke faddeandkpnode 

As gladde as humble as Befp in ſeruice 
Hndehe in Coue as (Ge Was Wont to be 
Was (Ge to him andinenerp manez Wpfe 
Ne of Gez doughter nat one worde (pake (Fe 
Non accident foz none aduerfite 
Was fepy in fez ne neniz her doutthter name 
Ne named (Ge to erneft ne ty Fame 

£ vplictt tevcia pars 
Ct incipit pars quarta 

& Nthis eſtate cher paft Bp foure pere 
D2 (fie with childe Was But as fod wolde 

H man chylde (Ge Bare Bp this waltere 
ful gracious and fapre foz to beholde 
Hnd han that folke it tofis fadre tofde 
Nat onlp he But alle hiscountre mery 
Was for thischiplde and god thep tGanhe and Gerp 

Wian it has tWo pere ofde and fro the Breeft 
Departyd fro fis nozpce Spon a dap 
Chis marques caught pet a nother fyſt 
Cotempte his wyf pet oftez tf fe map 
Vnnedeles was ſhe temptpd ty affap 
But weddyd men ne can no mefure 
whan that hep fpnde a pacient creature 
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wyf quod this marques pe haue Gerde o2 thts 
My peopre berith heuy fikertp oure mariage 
And nainefp fithen mp fonne p Boznis 
Now it is Wwoꝛ ſe than euiz tn al oure atfe 
Che murmure fleth mp hert and mp cozatfe 
fioz to mpn erpscomett the Sopce fo ſmert 
That it ful nygh diſtroyed Gath mpn herte 
Now fap they thus han Waftez is atone 

Than (bal the Beode of Janpeula fuccede 
Hnd Ge oure loꝛde foz offiez Gave We tone 
Sucte Wo2des ſayth mp people oute of drede 
wele ought J of fucte murmuze take fede 
Fo2rcertapnlp § drede al ſuche fentence 
Though hep nat piepy ty myn audience 
J Wofde Cpue tn peafe tf that J myght 

wherfore J amy diſpoſed ful vtterly 
is § his ſuſtre fezupo bp nyttht 
Right fog tipnke to ferue him pryuely 
Chis Warne J pou that pe nat fodenlp 
Mute of pouz fetf for no Wo ſholde outrap 
Be pacientandtheroffpouprap 
J Gaue quod ſhe fapd thus and eniz (Gal 

G Whol notipnt in no manez certapn 
But as pou Cpft nothyng greuyth me at al 
Thongs that mp dourfitezand mp fonne Be flapy 
At pouz comaundment this is for to ſayn | 
Jhaue Gadde no parte of children tivepn 

But firft feeknesandaftez wo and peyn 
ye been onze lorde doth With pouze olbne thyntz 
Kight as you lyſt aſlꝛith no rede of me 
Foꝛ as h left athome af my clothyntt 
| Whan Gcam firſt to pou right fo quod fie 
Left Imp wpl and alle mp liberte 
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Hnd toke poure clothyntt wherfore J pou prap 
Doth poure plefaunce § Wol poure luſt oBep _ 

Und certisif J Gadde anp prefcience 
pouz pl to hnowe o2 pe poure luſt me tofde 
\) Wolde it do Witfouten neglegence 
ut nol J Wote pouzluft and What pe Wolde 
At pouz prefaunce ferm and ftaBle J Golde 
froz Wp it J that mp deth myght do pou eafe 
Right ctadep wolde J dpe pow to pleafe 

(eth map nat make nocomparifon 
Vnto pouz Coue, and whan thts markes fap 
The con(taunce of Gis wyf fe caft a doun 
His epen tho and Wondred that fhe map 
(Gn pactence fuffre al thts manez aray 
And forth fe goth With orezp counteannce 
But tohis herte it has ful rete plefaunce 

This hyle fertaunt ty the fame wyſe 
That Ger doughter caught right ſo he 

. D2 woꝛſe if men can Wozfe deuyſe 
Hath Gent her fonne that ful ts of Beaute 
Gnd euir tn one fo pactent tas (Ge 
That fGe nochere made of feupneg 
But hyſt bez fonne and after tay him Stes 

Saue ſhe praped Gim if that he mpage 
Her Cptel ſonne he wolde ty the erthe Grane 
His tendre Cpmmmes delycate in figdte 
Fro foutes and fro Beftesit to fane | 
But (Ge none other aunfWwere of him mpsse haue 
He Went his wey as Ge nothyng ne rouyhe 
But to Bofopne Feit tender’pBroughe 

This marques Wondred euir Centre the moꝛe 
pon fez pacience andif that he 
Ne Gadde knowe ſothly ther Bifoze 
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That parfptety fez childrey loued fie 
He Wolde haue wende that of fom ſubtelte 
Aud of matice andfoz cruetle coꝛage 
That ſhe Gad fuftrpd this with fadde coragte 

Hut wele Ge knewe that neve Sim fetf certayn 
She loued fer chitde eft in anp wyſe 
But nol of bomen wolde J afke ful fapne 

(Gf theſe aſſayes myght nat fuffife 
What conde a fturdp huſbonde moze deupfe 
Zo preue Gez wyfhode oz Ger ſtedefaſtneſſe 
And Ge contynuyng eutz in (turdpneffe 
Vut ther Be fotke of fuctie condicion 
That Whan thep Gane a certayn purpos take 
Thatcan nat ſtynt of theive entencioun 
They wpe nat of theire firſt purpos flake 
But rittit as they were bounde at a (take 
Kight fo this marques Gath fullp purpofed 
To temp te Fis Wif as Ge was firft difpofed 
He wayted if Bp worde 02 countenaunce 

That (Ge to him Was chaunged of cozate . 
But nenir conde he fpnde any Sariaunce 
She was ap in one Gerte and in Stfage 
And ap the ferther that (Ge Was in ate 
The moze trewe if it Were poffible 

_ She has to him in loue and moze penyble 
qꝛ WHiche tt fempd thus that of them tivo 

There thas But one wyl for But as walter Celt 
The fame Cuft was Ge2 plefaunce alſo 
And tod bethanked al fpl for the Beft 
She ſhewyd Wele for none Wor2ldfp vnreſt 
A Wif asof Gez fetue no tipne ne ſholde 
pl in effecte Gut as Gez huſbonde wolde 

The ſclaundre of Walter Wondre wyde ſpradde 
dd i 
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Chiat of cruel Gerte Ge ful Wpchedlp 
ffor Ge a poure oman weddyd Gadde. 
Hath murdred bothe Fis chikdrey pryuely 
Suche murmure bas amon¢ ther comontyp 
Mo Wondee is foz to tHe peoples ere 
Ther cam no Worde But that thep murdred Were 

ffoz whiche there as the people there Bifoze 
Had loued him Wele the ſckaundre of his defame 
Made then that Him they hated therfore 
Tobe a murdvezisanGateful name 
But nathetes for erneft ne for game 
He of fis cruet purpos Wolde nat ſtynt 
Co tempte Gis wif as alle his entene€ 

whan that Gis dougtites twelue pere Was of atfe 
He into the courte of Rome in (ubtet wyſe 
Enfourmed of fis pf fent Gis meffate 
Comaundpne ther fucte Gulles to deupfe 
Hs to Sis crue? purpos map fufftfe 2 
Hold that the pope Bad as for Gis peoples reſt 
That Ge ſhulde Wedde anothez Wpf tf be epft 
J fap Ge Bad hep ſhulde countrefete 

Che popes Bulles makpneg menciouy 
That he hath leue Gis firft wyf for tolete 
As Bp the popesolbne dtfpenfacioun - 
To ftpne the rancoz and the difcencton 
Bet wene fis people and hin thus ſayd the Butte 
The whiche thep Gaue publiſſhed at the fulle 

Che rude people as no Wondre neis 
Wende ful Wele that tt Gad Be right fo 
But whay theſe tpopntes cam to trifitiois 
Ideme that the Gerte of Fez thas ful wo 
But fhe pCphe fad Was euirmoo 
Difpofed was this humble creature 
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The aduerfite of fortune al fo endure 
Abydyntt enir his tuft and his plefaunce 

To Wow that fie as yeuen herte and al 
As to his verꝛy Wo2lolp fufftfaunce 
But ſhortly if J this flozp tet ſhal | 
This marques Writen hath ty efpectal 
Alettre in whiche Fe (he With his entent 
And ſecretly to Bolepne Gath tt ſent 

Ho the erle of paup whiche bad tho 
weddyd his ſuſtre praped him ſpecially 
To bryntt home ayen hischil dren two 

Gn Gonourable ſtate at openly 
But one tipnet Ge him praped Dttertp 
That He no wight though thep dyd enquere 
Sholde nat tel whoos children that thep Were 
Hut fap the mayde (Gal Wedded be 

Vnto the marques of faluces anone 
ind as this erle as praped ſo dyd fe 
ffo2 at the dap fet Ge on Gis Wep is tone 
ToWarde Haluces and lozdes many one 
Gn riche arzap this mapde for to gyde 
Heꝛ pontt Brothes rydyng Bp Gis fpde 

Arrayed ful freſſhe iy her manere 
This freſſhe mayde ful of gemmys clere 
Heꝛ Brother whiche ſeuyn yere Was of age 
Arzayed ful freſſhe in fis manere 
Und thusin ttret nobleſſe and glade chere 
Towarde ſaluces ſpedyntt thetz iournay 

Fro dap to dap they ryden in theiz wey 

£ vplicit pars Quarta 
Et incipit pare Quinta 

00 
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a Mont al this after the wicked vſage 
This marques is yet aboute to tempte moꝛe 

Che vttereſt preef of bez corage 
ffully to haue experience and fore 
If {Ge Were as ſtedefaſt as Bifoze 
$e on a dap in open audience | 
fru boiſtouſty batt fapd here thts fentence 
Certis grififoe J Gadde prongs of plefauncee 

To haue pou to mp wyf foz poure godeneffe 
As for pouz troutieand pouze obeyſaunce 
Nat foz poure ygnage ne foz poure richeffe 
But nob knowe Jin Werzp ſothfaſtnes 
That in Hrece lorſhippe tf J Wplaupfe 
Chere is rete ſeruitnde ty fondre wyſe 
§ map nat do aseuerp ploloman map 

Opp people conſtreyneth me for to take 
Hi nother wyf and cep dap By dap 
Andeke the pope rancoz foz to flake 
Concentith it that a2 I Sndretake 
And truly thts moche Iwol pou fap 
App nerve pf iscompne Bp the ap 

Be ftront of ferte and Sopde anone fer place 
And that dower that pe Brought into me 
Tahith it apen J pene poufeue of mp grace 
Retourneth to ponz faders houſe quod Ge 
No nan map haue al wey profperite 
With eupy Gerte | rede pou toendure 
Che ſtroke of fortune o2 of anenture 

And (Ge attapyn aunfWeredin pactence 
Myloꝛde quod fie J Wote and wyſte al wey 
Hold that Set Wene poure magnificence 
And mp pouerte. no Wighe can ne map 
Make anp compatifon, itis no nap 
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Ine helde me neuir di¢ne ty no manere 
To Ge youre wyf ne Be pour chamberer 

And in this Goufe there pe me lady made 
The hitth fod take J for wytnes 
And alfo Wpfetp Ge mp foule Glade . 
J neniz helde melady ne mayſtres 
But humble feruaunt to pouz worthynes 
And euir (ial White that mp lyf my dure 
asoue euery worldly creature 

That pe haue ſolong of poure benytinyte 
Holde me tn Fits Gonoure and nobley 
where as has nat Woz2thp for tobe 
Chat thanke J fod and pou to whom h prep 
fForyelde it pou ther is nomoze tofap 
Vnto mp fader Gladlp Wold J wende 
And With him duelle to mp lyues ende 

There J was foftrpd of a childe ful f matte 
TyplI Ge dede mp Cpf there Wol J Cede 
A wydowe cfene in body Gerte and atte. 
ffo2 fithen J parte to pou mp maydenhede 
Jam poz true wyf itis nodrede 
God ſhelde ſuche afozdes wyf to take 
A nother man to huſbonde oꝛ tomake 

And of youre newe Wpf tod of ffs grace 
Sotraunte pou Wele and profperite 
For J ol gladly yelde bez mp place 
Gn whiche J Was bliſful Wont to Be 
For ſithen tt Cpheth pou mp Corde quod ſhe 
That fomtpme tere al mp Gertes reft 
That I (Hal Go] Wpl Ho whan pe lyſt 
Hut there as pe me profre ſuche dowayr 

5 J fir(t Brought itis wele in my mynde 
It Were mp Wrechid clothes notGpne fapze 

00 m 
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The whiche to me Were harde to fpnde 
D gode god how gentpl and how kynde 
pe fempd Bp pouz ſpeche and youre biſage 
Che dap that made as oure mariage - 
But foth is fapde al wey J fpnde it trewe 

froz ty effecte p preupd itis on me 
Loue is nat ofde as whan it ts newe 
But certis Corde for none aduerfite 
To dpe in this caasit ſhal nat Be 
That euir in Worde in Werke J ſhalle repente 
That J pou pene mp herte ty Hooke entene 
My Corde pe Wote that ty mp faders peace 

pe dyd me (trppe oute of mp poure wede 
Gnd richely pe mecladde of pore grace 
Co pou Brought nonght elles But of drede 
But feyth nakioneffe and mp maydenhede 
And here atgayn mp cothpneg h reftoze 
Andeke mp weddyntt ryntte for euirmore 

The remenaunt of poure ie welles redy they Be 
Within youre chambre (daz tt ſaufly ſeyn 
Naked oute of mp faders houfe quode ſhe 
Icamand naked muft J turne agapy 
AC poure plefaunce folowe wolde § fepne 
But pet ſ fope it Be nat ponz entent 
That I fmokeles onte of poure pateps went 

pe conde nat do ſo diſhoneſt a tipny 
That thithe wombe in whiche poure childrey tap 
Sbolde Bifore the people in mp Wath pny 
Be feen al bare wherfore J pou prap 
Let me nat (phe a worme to bp the Wap 
RememBre pou mp ownẽ Corde fo drre 
9 Was poure wyf hough J Bn Woz tip Were 

Wijerfoze in guerdon of mp madapnfede 
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whiche Hat I brought and nat atayn Bere’ 
Hs Souchefauf asgpue me to mp mede 
But fuciea fmoke asJ Was Wont to Were 
Chat J tier With map Wrpe che wombe of Gere 
That was pouz wyf andfere J take mp lene 
Df pou mpy olbne Corde leſt i pou ſtreue 

Ehe ſmone quod he that thou haſt Spon thy Bake 
Let it Ge ſtylle and Bere tt forth vith the 
But Wel Snneth that worde le fpake 
But wente his Wep foz routhe andppte 
Bifoꝛe cle folke Ger fetf ſtriped hath fe 
Hndin Ger fmoke With fote and Gere alle Bare 
Towarde her faders houſe ts ſhe fare 

Che fothe fez fololopng wepyng ty Ger wey 
And fortune eutz thep curſed as hep Gone 
But (Ge fro wepyntt kept her eyeydrye 
Ne in his tyme worde fpake fie none 
Her fader that thiſe tydynttes herde anone 
Curfed the dap and the tyme that nature 
Shope fin to Ge alpues creature 

Foꝛ oute of doute thisofde ponre man 
Was eutz fufpecte of fez mariage 
Foz euir Ge demyd ſithen t¢ Began 
That whan the Corde Had fulfilled His cozatte 
He Wofde thynke it Were a difperate 
To his eftate fo lowe for to light 
Bnd Gopden fez as fone as eutz fe myttht 

Ayenſt Gis doughter haſtely goth fe 
Foꝛ fe Bp nopfe of forthe hne Wwe Ger comyntt 
Hnd with her ofde cote asit myttht Be 
He keueryd her ful ſoroufully weppnef 
But on fez body myght Ge it nat bryng 
ffoz rude Was the othe and (Ge moze of ate 

dd im 
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By daies fete than Was Ger mariage 
Chan With Ger fadre foz a certayn {pace 

Duetlpd this floure of wyfly pactence 
Chat neuiz Bp Gez Wozde ne Gp Gez face - 
Biforn the fotke ne ty Ge2 abſence 
Me (GewWpd fie that bez Was done offerte 
Me of GezhigheftatenorememBbraunce 
Ne Gadde ſhe as Bp anp manez countenance 
Mo Wondre has fozr in Her Grete eftate 

Heꝛ Gooft has euir in plepy Gumplite 
{lo tendre mouthe ne herte delicate 
Mo pompe ne femBlaunce of rialte 
But ful of pactente Benpgnpte 
Diſcrete and prydeleſſe and ap GononraBle 
And ap to fer fufsonde meke and ſtabte 

open fpeke of Job and mooft for Sis GumBleneffe 
As crerkes whan chem lyſt can wele endite 
Mamelyp of men but in fothfaftnes 
Cougs clerkes prpfe omen But a lyte 
Ther cay no man in GumBlencs them acquyte 
Hs bomen can ne can Be Galf fo true 
Gs women Been But it Be fatve of newe 

£E vpticit Quinta pars 
Ctincipit pars Sevta 

Ro Bofopne ts this erle of pany come 
Df whiche the fame fpronte Bothe les @ more 

Hndin the peoples eris alle and fome 
Was tolde how that Ge a newe marke feffe 
With him brouttht in ſuche pompe and riches 
Thot neuiz Was ther feey With mannpsep 
So noble arzape in al Welt kumbardy 

The marques Whiche hat (Gope and knewe al his 
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Oꝛ that this erle was come fent Gis meffatte 
froz that felp poure creature ryſilidis 
And fGe Witt humble herte and glade Spfatte 
Nat With no ſwellyng thought in her coratte 
Cam at his heeſt and on her hneesher ſette 
Gnd reuerentlp and wyſely fhe Fim gree 

Gryſilde quod Ge mp wyl ta ful vtterly 
This mapden that Weddpd ſhalbe tome 
Recepucd Be to mozolbe alſo rpaltp 
As it is poſſible in myn houſe to be 
Andeke that euery Wightinfisdegre — 
Haue his eſtate in ſyttyng and tn ſeruiſe 
And hitth pleſaunce as pe can beſt deuyſe 

Ihaue no womay ſuffiſaunt certayn 
The chamBres foꝛ to arzape in oꝛdeuaunce 
After mylyſt and therfore wolde J fapn 
Chat thyn were al fuche manere of gouernaunce 
Thou knoweſt eke of ofde a€ mp prefaunce 
Though thyn arzape Be Badde and euyl beſey 
Do thy deuoure yet at tieleft wep 
Mt only lorde that ſam glade quod ſhe 

To do poure Cuft But ſ deſire alſo 
xou firſt to pleaſe and ferue in mp dettre 

Withoute fapntpng and ſhalce euir mo 
‘Me neuir foz no wele ne foz no wo 
Ne fGal the gooſt Within mp Gerte ſtynt 
To fone pou Beft With alle mp true entent 

And With chat worde fhe tan the Goufe to dittht 
And tables for to fette and Geddes for tomake 
And pepned fez todo alle that ſhe myght 
Prapne¢ the chamberers foꝛ goddes fahe 
To haſte them andfaft ſwepe and (fake 
And fife the mooft ſeruyſable of alle 
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Hath euery chambre arzaped and his Galle 
Aboute the vndryn this erle to Kan Cighe 

That With Fim brought thefe noble children twey 
fFoz whiche the people ran to fe that ſight 
Df ticir arzaye richelp thep Were Befepe 
And than at erſt amone them thep fep 
That Waltez Was no fooke though that him leſt 
Tochauntte Gis wpf for it was for the Beft 

froz (Ge is faprez as they deme alle 
Than is Hrififoe and moze tendve of ave 
Gnd faprer frup te bitwene them fiat fal 
And moze plefaunt for her high Cpagnate 
Her Grothez che fo fapre Was of Spfage 
That ther to fe the people Gath caught ple farnce 
Comendpng nol the marques fouernaunce 

— £D ftorzmp people euir vnſadde andSntrue 
Op Gndifcrete andchaunttyng asa Dane 
Delitpng eutz in romBle that ts new 
ffo2z phe the mone ap Way pe and wane 
ap ful of capppne dere ynough a Gane 
pouze dome ts fats poure conftaunce euyl preuyth 
G ful rete foule is he that on pou leuyth 

Thus fapd fad forke ty that cite 
Whan that the people garyd Sp and doun 
Foz thep Were fade visit for the nouelte 
Tohaue a nee ladp of their toun 
No moze of iis now make § mencioun 
But to ¢rifiloe attapn J peme dreſſe 
And tekher conftaunce and fez beſyneſſe 

ful Befp Was griſilde in euery thputs 
Chat to the feft was tho appertpnent 
Kittht nauttht was (Ge abaſſhed of Ge2 clochyntt 
Thoutth tt Were rude aud ſomdele eke to reut 
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But with glade chere to the tate is went 
With other follꝛe to trete the markeſeſſe 
Andaftez thatdothfer Befpneffe 

Witt rittht glade chere (Ge Gis geſtes receyued 
And ſo connyngly eche in his degre 
That no defaute no man perceyued 
But ap they wondred what (Ge myght Be 
That in fo poure arzap Was foꝛ to fe 
And coude ſuche Gonoure and reuerence 
Hund Worthelyp thep prpfen her prudence 

Gy alle this meane while fhe ne ſtynte 
This mayde andehe Ger Bothez tocomende 
Witt alle Ger hert in fulbenpgueentent — 
50 tele that no man conde fez prpce amende 
But at thela(t whan that Cordes Wende 
To fitte doun to mete Ge tran tocalle 
Griſilde as (Ge as Be fp in the Galle 

Griſilde quod he agit Were infis pley 
Hol Cpheth the mp wyf and her Beaute 
Kittht wele quod ſhe mp Cozde foz in rode fep 
 faprez ſawe § neutr none than is ſhe 
Jpray to Hod peue her gode profpertte 
And fofope i Ge Wot to pou fende 
Plefaunce ynough to porz pues ende 
O thing J beche pou and Iarne alloc ” 

That pe nat pepche With no tourimeutpny 
This tendre mapde as pe haue d00 moo 
Foꝛ (Ge is foftred tn Gez noꝛiſſhing 
More tenderlp and to mp fuppofpng 
She conde nat aduerfite wele endure 
Hscoudea poure foftredcreature 

And whan his Walter ſawe fer pacience 
Her glade chere andno malice at atte 
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Hund Ge fo of te Gadde d0 fo fez offence 
Hund ſhe ap conftantandfaddeasa wal 
Contpnupng ent2 Ger innocence ouir alle 
This (turdp marques Gan his hert dreſſe 
Co reibe Hpon Ger Wifey (tedefaftnes 

This is ynoughottriſilde mpy quod he 
Be now no moze agaſt ne euyl appayed 
Jhaue thy feyth and tip benygnite 
As wele as euir woman was aſſayed 
(Gn grete eftate oz pouerly arꝛaped 
Now knowe h dere wyf thy ſtedfaſtnes 
And her ty armes toke and gan fer kyſſe 

And (Ge for wondre toke of tt nokepe 
She Gerde nat what thyng Ge to Ger ſayde 
She ferde as (Ge had (tert oute of bez ſtepe 
Cpe (Fe oute of Ger mafidnesaBreped 
Griſilde quod he 8p goo that for Bs deped 
Chou arte mp pf ne none otffe2 J haue | 
Me neuir Gad. fo good mp foule faue | 

Chis ts thp dougiter whiche thou Haft ſuppoſed 
Tobe mp wyf that other feithfully 
Shal be myn Geire as J Gaue purpofed 
Thou Bare him in thy Bodp truly 
At Boleyne haue J hept hem prpuelp 
Tahe them apen for now may ft thon nat fap 
That thou Haft Cozy none of thpchifdren tibep 

And folke that otherwyſe haue fapde Bp me 
J Warne them Wele that J Gane doon this dede 
Foꝛ nomatice ne for nocruete 
Wut for to affap in the tip womanhede 
And nat to fie mp children God forbede 
But for tohepe them prpuelp and ſtylle 
TylH tip purpos knee and thy wplle 
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whay (Ge this herde ty flvonpntt dorm ſhe fallith 
Foz pptousiope and after Ger ſwounyng 
She to bothe fer pont cHitdren callith 
And in Gez armes ful tenderfp wepyng 
CenGraced them and tenderlp kyſſyng 
Fullphe a modre with fez fattterta 
She Badits Bothe theire Sifate andGez heres 
O whiche apptous thyng it Was to fe 

Hez ſwounyntt and fez pptous Gopce to fere 
Graunt mercplo2d fod thanke pou quod (Ge 
Chat pe faue faned me mp children dere 
Now reche J neuie to Ge dede eupn Gere 
Sithen J Conde in pouz loue and in poure grace 
No doute of detG ne whan mp ſpirite pace 
O tendve odere o pont childzen mpne 

poure woful modre wende ful ſtedefaſtly 
Chat cruelhoundes oz for foule wermyn 
Had etyn you but god of his mercy 
Andpouz benytne fadre fo tenderly 

atgß doon pou kepe and in that fame ſtounde 
He fodentp fie ſwapt doun to grounde 

And in her ſwoune fo ſadly holdith (Fe 
Her children two Han ſhe gan them tenBrace 
That With grete ſtight and grete difficulte 
The chitdren from Gez azme gan they arace 
O manp a teze on many a pptous face 
Moun ran of then chat ſtode there beſyde 
Vnneth aboute fer myttht thep abyde 

Walter her gladith andGez ſorowe ſtabith 
She ryſeth Sp and abaſſheth from fez traunce 
And euerp Witt fez iope and feft makith 
Cpl (he Gath cauttht agapy Ge2 conntenaunce 
Walter doth fez fo feythfulle plefaunce 
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That it Was depute for to fe the chere 
Bit wene ther thonow thep Se mette ty fere 

Thiſe Cadies whan they theire tyme fap 
Haue taken her and in to chambre anone 
And ſtriped fez oute of Ger rude array 
Andin a clothe of golde that bright fione 
With a crowne of manp a riche (tone 
Wpon fez hede. hep in to the halle her brouttht 
And there (he was honoured as fez ought 
Thus Gath this pptousdap a bliſful ende 

ffoz euerp man and oman doth his myght 
Chis dap in myrthe and reucl to fpende 
Tylon the helkpn ſhone the ſterrysligght 
ffoz moze fofempne in euery mannps ſitht 
Chis fe(te was and of grete coſtage 
Chan Was the reuel of theire mariage 

Ful manp a pere ty high profperite 
Lpuen thefe tWo in concorde and in reft 
And richely his doughter maried fe 
Vnto a Corde one of the worthieſt 
Df al Staple and than tn peafe and reft 
His Wpues fadre tn his courte Fe hepith 
Type the ſoule oute of the Bodp crepith 

His ſonne ſuccedith tn Gis heritage 
(In reſt and pees after fis faders dap 
And fortunate has ehe ty mariage 
Al put Ge nat his wyf in Grete affap 
This woꝛrlde is nat fo ſtrong itis no nap 
Hs tt Gath Been ty ofde tpmes poze 
Bnd herknyth What thts autouze ſayth therfore 

This ftorp is fapd nat foz that pues ſholde 
frololbe Grif ioe as in high humylite 
ffoz it Weze impoztaBle thoutth thep wolde 
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But for that euery Wise in hts oettre 
Shulde Ge conftante in atteaduerfite 
Zio Was trifitoe wherfore petrazhk Writeth 
This ſtory whiche With high ſtyle he endityth 

Foꝛ ſithen woman bas ſo pacient 
Vnto a moꝛtal man wele moze the ought 
Recepuealingodetiatfodisfen¢ = _ 
for grete ſuylle is. Ge prene hat he wrouttht 
But Ge ne teinptith no man that he bought 
As ſapth feint Game tf pe his epiſtel rede 
He preuyth forthe But a dap itts no nede 

And ſuffreth vs as for oure evercife 
with (Harpe ſcorttes and aduerſite 
ffulofte to Be Bete ty ſondry Wife 
Nat for to hnowe oure wylle But certishe - 
D2 We Were Born knewe al oure freefte 
And foz oure Beft is alle Gis Gouernaunce 
Lete Ss Cpue than in Sertuous fuffraunce 
But one Worde ferknethfordpntesoz J fo 

(it ere fulharde to fynde no ã dayes 
Griſilides in ala countre thre o2 tivo 
foꝛ if thep Were put to fuche affapes 
Tic olde of them Gath ſo badde alapes 
ith Bras. for thoutth it Be fapre atepe 
Ge wolde rathez briſt a ttc than pope 

wyhoos kyf and fecte myghty god mayntene 
Gn high mayſtrye oz elkes Were if (cathe 
G Wpe with Cuftp Gert freſſhe and grene 
Sap pou a font toffade pou J wene 
Andlet Bs ſtynt oferneft mateze - 

Foꝛr whiche Gere for the wyues loue of Bathe 

| Herkneth mp fonte that ſayth in thismanere 
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Lenuoye de Chaucer ales 
marietz te unre temps — 

¢  Wifiloe iodede and che Gez pacience 
And bothe at ones Buried in Staple 

for whiche Icrye tn open audience 
No Wedded man fo hardy Be to affaple 
His Wifes pacience tn trufte to fpnde 
Gryſilides. for certapn fe (hat fayle 
D noble wyues fut of Fits prudence 

Let nat Humplite poure tunges naple 
Ne Cet noclerke haue caufe of dilitfence 
To Wrpte of pou a ftozp of grete meruayle 
As of griſilde pactent andkpnde 
Leſt cheuache pou ſwalow in Ger entraple 

ffoloweth ecco that holdith no ſilence 
But euir aunſweryng at the countertayle 
Be nat a daffyd for pouzinnocence — 
But ſharply take on pou the gouernayle 
CEnprentith wele that le fon in ponre mynde 
ffoz comune proufet fepth it may auayle 

pe arche pues ſtondeth at defence 
Sithen pe Ge front as isa grete camayle 
Ne fuffre nat that men do pou offence 
Hut (elendre wpues as feble in batayle 
Beth etre asa tigre is fez in pride 
Uyclappyntt as a mplle J pow counfepte 

Me dredith them natdo them no reverence 
ffo2 thoutth tip huſbonde armyd Be fy maple 
Thy arowes of thycrabbyd eloquence 
Dial perſe his breeſt and ebe His auentayle 
Bh ielouſye J rede eke that thou Sim blynde 
Gnd Galt make Gin couche as a quapte 
Of thou Be fayre there folke Been in preſence 
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Shee thou thy viſage and tip» apparayle 
Gf tGou Be foule Be fre of chp diſpence 
To fete the frendes ap do thy trauaple - 

Be ap of chere aslight as leef oy lynde 
nd fete him cave wepe wryntte and wayle 

Here endith the tale of the clerkheof Dvenforde 
Derba hoſpitis | 

t is worthy clerke whan endpd has Gis tate 
Pure hooſt fapde and (Wore Bp cockes Bones 

Ope Were Cpuez than a barelie of ate 7 
cpp wyf at Gome herde thts CeGende onps 
Chisisa gentyl tate for the nonps 
As to mp purpos wyſt pe mp wylle 
Hut thyng that wpive nat be let it Be ſtylle 

“Here enditG the Woz2des of the hooſt 
Herve begynnneth the Nonnps provotue 

€ He mpniftre and noꝛiſſhyng vnto vyces 
whiche that men clepe tnentep [Ge ydelnes 

whiche at is poster of the pate of defices 
To eſche wen and by their contrarp them oppre(fe 
That is to fap by leful beſynes 
wele outtht the to done alle oure entent 
Left that the feende With ydelneſſe Hs hent 

For he With Gis thouſand cordes ſlye 
Contynually vs wayeth to Ge clappe 
Wéan fe map than in ydelneſſe aſpye 
He can ſolightly catche him ty his trappe 
Tye that a manbe hent ristit by the Lappe 
He nps nat Ware the fende Gath him in fonde 
wele outtht Hs Werke and pdetneffe withſtonde 

And though men drede neutz for to dpe 
pee fe men wele Bp reafon doutles 

ee t 
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Chat poetneffe is open flottardp | 
Df whiche cher comyth neuir no fode encreffe 
Hud fe hat ſloutth her holdith in a les 
D nlp for to ſtepe and ete and drynke 
Gnd to deuoure al hat othez ſwynke 

Gnd for to put bs frow fuche pdetnes 
That caufe is of grete confufioun 
§j fane Gere doon np feythfut be ſyneſſe 
After the Cegende and tran flacioun 
Kight fo tip glorious lyf and pafftoun 
Chou With thy garlonde wrought of rofe of tye 
The mene j mapdeandmartpz feintCecilp 

And thou that floure arte of Sirtpnes afte 
Df whome that Bernarde luſt fo Wete to wryte 
To the at mp firſt betgynnyng 9 calle 
Thou comfozte of Bs Wrecties do me endite 
Thy maydens deth that Wan throutth her merite 
The eternalle (pf and of the feend victory | 
As men map after rede ty Ger ſtory 

Thou mapde and modre doutthtez of thy ſonne 
Thou Welle of mercp ſynful foutes tocure | 
(In whom that fod of bouute chaas for to wonne 
Thou humble and hitth ouiz euerp creature | 
Thou nobleſt fo ferforth ouir nature 
That no diſdeyne thy maker Gadde of kpnde 
His ſonne ty blode and fleſſhe €o clothe and wynde 

whiche in the Cop fte2 of thy bliſful fides 
Toke mannes fHappe tie eterne Coue and peas 
That of thy tryne compas Corde and gyde is 
whom heuyn anderthe and fee Wtefouten tees 
Ap Gerpen and thou Sirgpn wemBeles | 
Bare of thp body andduellelt mayde pure 
Tie creatouze of euerp creature - 
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Aſſembtyd is the magnificence 
With mercp godeneſſe and With ppte 
Chat thou that arte the foun of excellence 
Nat only helpeſt them that prayeth the 
But often tyme of tip Senignpte 
Ful frecp o2 that man thyn helpe ſeche 
Thon toft Bifoze and art ouze ſoules leche 
Mob Gelpe thou bliſful and meke fapre mapde 

ope flempd wretche in this deferte of tatte ? 
Thynke on the Woman of Canane that fapde 
That Whelpesete fome of the the cromes fmatle 
That from theire Cordes table Been p fatle 
Hnd thougth that § vnworthy fonne of ene 
Be ſynful pet accepte mp beleue 

And foz that feyth ts dede withoute werkes 
So for to Werke peue me wytte and face 
That h Ge quytte from thens there mooft derke ig 
O thon that art fo fapre and fulof trace 
Be myn aduocate in that high place 
There as withouten ende ts funge ofanne 
Thou criftes modre doutitez dere of anne 

And of chp lithe mp foute ty pryſonlight 
That troubled is Bp the cofitacioun 
Df my Bodp and ato Bp the wigtht 
Df ertitpluft and falfe affectioun 
O hauyn of the refute o ſaluacioun 
Df ther that Been in forolbe and diſtreſſe 
Now helpe for to my worke J Wol me dreſſe 

pet J prap pou that rede that J write 
Foryeue me that J do no diligence 
This tthe ſtory beſely toendite 
Foꝛ bothe faue J the wordes and tie fentence 
Df Fim chat at the ſeyntes reuerence 

ee 
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The ftozp Wrote and folowed fer Cetfende 
And prap pou that pe wyl my Werke amende 

fFirft wolde J pou the name of ſeint cecitp 
€ ypoune as men map ty Ger tory fe 
\t is to fap in engliſſhe Geupnnestpfe 
jfoz pure chaſtnes of virginyte 
Oꝛ for fle whitnes had of Gonefte 
And grene of confcience and of good fame 
The ſwete fauowre lyly washer name 

Daz cecily is to fap the Wep to blynde 
ffoz fic enfample bas Bp Sood techyng 
Drellescectlp as writen fpnde 
As ioyned Bp amanezconpug 
Ofheuyy andlpa ty Ger ty figuryng 
Che heupy ta fet foz though of holyñes 
Andlpa tor hertaſtyng Befpneffe 

Cecifpmap eke Be fapdin this manere 
Wantpre of blyndeneſſe fo2 Ber Grete lighe 
Df fapienceandfozGerthelbpsceere 
D2 effeslo hismapdens name Brithe - 
SD fheuyn andleos comyth of whiche Bp right 
Men myght fez Wee the heuyn of peopfe caffe 
Enſample of ode and wyſe werkes alle 

frozCeos people ty engliſſhe ts foz to fap 
And right as men map ty the Geupn fe 
The forne and mone the fterzes euerp wey 
Kittht fomen gooſtly ty this mapden fre 
Salopne of feyth the grete maguampnite 
And eke the clerenes fulof fapience 
Gnd fondrp werkes bright of excellence 

And right foas thefe philoſophers Wepte 
Chat heuyn is ſwyft and rounde andeke brennyntz 
Kittht fo thas favre cecily the whyte 
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Ful ſwyft andin euery Gode Worhpng 
Gnd rounde and Gofe in gode perſeueryntt 
And Brennpne euie in charite ful Brigse 
Now Gane § declared pow What ſhe Finse 

Here endith the Nonnes profoffue 
And bettzynneth Gez tare 
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€ is maypden Bright Cecilp as her letend ſayth 
Wascomen of Romapnes and of noble kpnode 

End fromm Sez cradyl vp foſtryd tn the feyth 
Df crift and Bare fis goſpel in bez mynde 
She neuir feced as J wryten fpnde 

Ofheꝛ praper and fod tofoue and drede 
Befecipne fim tohepe hex maydenhede 

And han this mapde ſholde Sntoa man 
p Weddpd Be that Was ful pont of ate 
whiche hat p clppped Was Salerian 

ce m 
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And day was come of Ger mariate 
She ful deuoute and humble in Ge2 coratze 
VHudre Ger robe of golde that ſat ful feyre 
Had neve Ger fleſſhe ycladde her in an heyre 

And white that che orgaynes made mefodp 
To God aboue tins in fez herte fonts (Ge 
O Cozde mp body and eke mp foute type 
Vnwemmyd left JconfoundedBbe 
End for Gis Cone that oped Spon the tre 
Guery fecounde and thridde dap fhe faf—e 
Ap abydyntt in her oriſons ful faft 

The nyght cary and to Bedde muft (Ge toon 
With Ger Gu (Bonde as it as the manere 
Hnd prpuelp fle fapde to him anone 
O ſwete and Wele belouyd fpotrfe dere 
Ther is a conceyle and pe Wylit Gere 
whiche hat vighe fayne J Wolde to pou ſey 
So that pe ſwere pe yl natit bewry 

Palerian tay faſt toGez (Were | 
That for nocaas ne thpnt that mpyfeBe 
He fiolde neuiz to none Belbretiipy Ger 
And tan at erft to him fapoe (Ge 
Jhaue an aunttel whiche that louyth me 
That With Grete forte wherſo Wakeo2 (lcpe 
(Js vedp ap my Bodp fo2 to bepe . 

And if hat he map fete oute of drede 
That pe me touche o2 Lore in Bpfonpe 
He ritzht anone wyl fre pou With the dede 
Andin poure youtbe thus (Gal pe dpe 
And if hat pe in clene lyf me tye 
He Wolf pou Loue as me for ponze cfene (fe 
And fHelbe to pou his ioy and his brightnes 

This Valerian coꝛrected ag Hod wolde 
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Aunfwerde agapn if 9 (ial truſte the 
Lete me Chat aunter fe and him beholde 
Andif that it a Serzp auntel Be — 
Than Wok §doas thou haſt praped me 
And if thou loue a nothez man foꝛ ſothee 
Kittht with this ſwerde than WwolG fle pou Both 

Cecily aunf{Werde anone right in this wyſe 
If that pe lpft the aungel (Hal pe fe ? 
So that pe trowe oncrifte and pou Baptpfe 
Goth forth to Dia appia quod fife. 9% 
Chat from this toun ne ſtondith But mples thre 
And to the poure folkes that there duel 
Sep them as that J (Gal por tefve | 

Cel them that J Cecitp pou to them fen€ 
To ſhewe pou ode H2han the olde 
ffox fecrete nedes and fo2 ode entent 
Hnd ian that pe ſeint SrBan Gane beholde 
Celle him the hordes that J to pow tolde 
Gnd Wan that he Gath purtted pou fron ſynne 
Than ſhal pe (he the aungel o2 We twynne 

This Dalerian isin to the place fone 
And right as he was taught bp Ger Cernpreg 
He fonde this holy man SrBan anone 
Amontt the fepntes Beriefieslolbtpnt 
And he anone withouten taripnt 
Dyd fis meſſage and whan that he Gadde tokde 
Vrban for ioye than Gis hondes vpholde 

Cie teris from Gis eyen lete Ge falle 
Amytthty tod offefu criſt quod he 
Soweꝛ of Haft counceyt hierd of Gs alle 
The fzupte of that fede of chaftite 
That thon Gaft ſowe ty Cecily take to the 
Lo tphe a beſy Ge Withouten tple ' 

ee ity 
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The ſeruyth ap thyn owne thralle cecile 
ffoz that fpoufe that fie toke But newe 

Ful (phe a fers Cpoun fie fendith Gere 
As meke as euir as anp lambe to ewe 
And With that Worde anone there tan appere 
Hn ofde man p cLadde in White clothesclere 
Chat Gadde a Boke with lettre of Goldin Gonde 
And than Gifore Salerian foz to (tonde 

Paterian as dede fel doun foz drede 
Wan he this ofde man ſawe ftondpne fo 

— Whicke forth wits anon Fe herde him rede, 
O Corde of alle o feyth o god withouten mo 
D criftendome o fadre of alle alſo 
Aboue alle and ouir alle euery Where 
Theſe wordes al With gold writen Were 

Wijay this as reddde than fapo this ofde man 
Leuyſt hon this thing o2 no fap pe og nap 
Bleue al thyntt quod Saferian 
Foꝛ ſother thyng than thts § daz wele fap 
Vndre heuyn no wight tipnke map 
Cho vanyſſhed this olde may he ne wyſt where 
And pope SrBan him criftned rigse here ) 

Waterian gots home and fyndeth Cecitp 
Within Gis chamBre Wits an auncee ftonde 
This aungel Gadde of rofes and of eptp 
Crownps tWo the whiche he Bare in honde 
And firft to cectlp as J Sndreftonde 
He paue Hat one, andaftez tan Ge tahe 
That other to Dalerian Ger make ; 

With body clene and Snwemmypd thought 
LKepith ap wele the fe crownes quod he 
Fito paradiſe to pou them Gane J brought 
Me neuir moze (hal thep rotyn Ge 
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Me Cefe theire ſwete ſauoure truftith me 
Ne neuiz wight ne (Galle fe them With epe 
But Ge Be chaſte and Gate SeConp 

And thou Balerian for hou fo fone 
Afferrtpd to goddes counceple alſo 
Sap Gat thou Cpft and efor ſhalt Gane thy Gone 
Jhaue a brother quod Safertan tho 
That fn this woꝛlde Iloue noman fo 
Gprap pou hat my brother may Gave ttrace 
To knowe the trouthe as do tn this place 

The auntel fapde godlpheth thy requeeft 
Und bothe With the pafine of martirdone 
pe (Galcome into this bliſful feeft 
And With that Wozde tyburce his Grothez come 
Gnd whan that Ge the fanoure ÿndre nom 
whiche that the rofes and the lylyes caſt 
Within his bert Ge Gan to wondre faft 

And ſayd J wondre this tpme of che pere 
Whens that this ſwete fanoure comyth fo 
Df rofesandlplypes that § ſmelle Gere 
ffoz thoutss J Gadde thes in myn Gondes tivo 
The ſauoure myttht in me no depper to 
The ſwete fmetle that ty mp herte J fpnde 
Hath chaunged me alin an otfez hynde 

Waterian fapde tihocrotbnes haue we 
Snowe White and rofe rede that ſhyneth cere 
whiche that thyn eyn haue no myght to fe 
And as thou finet€p(t hrougs mp praye 
So (Gale thou fe them leue Brother dere 
Bf it fo Be thon withouten ſtouthe 
Bebeue a right and bnowe Serzp trouthe 

TpBurce aunfWwerde fap(t thou this to me 
Gy fotfaftnes 02 in dreme A herkyn this 
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Ih dremys quod Hale rian haue We Be 
Vnto this tpme Brothez mpypwps 
Hut now aterft oure duelkyntt ty trouthe is 
hold woteſt thou this quod tiBurce x in What wyſe 
Quod Balerian that (Hal | the deupfe 

Che aungel of god hath me the trouthe p taughte 
whiche thon (Gale fe tf thou wylt renpe | 
The ydolles and Be cLene andefles nauttht 
And of the mpracte of thefe crolbnestibep 
Seynt amBrofe in his preface lyſt for to fay 
Sokempnely this noBledoctouredere 
Comendith it and ſayth ty this manere 

The patme of martirdome for to refcepue 
Seint cecife fulfilled of goddes pefte 
The Worlde and eke her chambre tan (Ge wepue 
Witnes Cecilp and ttBurces ſhrifte 
To whiche od of Gis Bounte Wokde ſhyfte 
Crounes twoof floures fete ſmellyntt 
And made Gis aungel them the crownes hryntt 

The mapoe Gatti brought ther to the bliſſe aboue 
The woꝛlde Hath Wp ft that itis worthy certayn 
Deuocioun and chaſtite wele foz to fone 
Tho ſhewde Fim cecily alle open and pleyn 
That al ydolles Been but a tipnginSayy ~ 
fro thep Be domBe and therto thep Be deef 
And Garged him Gis ydolles for toleef 

Who fo nat trowits this a beeſt he is 
Quod tho tiburce tf j Gatle nat lpe 
And ſhe gan hp (fe Gis Breeft that herde this 
And Was ful glade Ge coude trouthe afppe 
This dap J take the for mpn alye 
Sapoe this bliſſyd fapre mapden dere 
Gnd after hat ſhe ſayde as pe map Gere 
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Lo right foas theloue of criftquodfGe 
Spade me tip Brothers wyf right in this wyſe 
Hnone for mpn alpe Gere take J the 
Sithen that thon Wyle thyn ydelles diſpyſe 
(50 Wits thy Brother now andthe baptyſe 
And mahe the clene fo that thou may beholde 
That aungeties face whiche thy Brother of tolde 

CiBurce aunfWerd and ſayd brother deve 
Firft te? me whethez J (Hal and to What may 

To Whom quod Ge com forth Wits right gode chere 
G Wot the fede Bitto the pope vꝛban 
To vrban Brothez mpy Valerian b ait 
Quod tho tyburce Wyre thou me thpdre Cede 
ope thynketch that it were a wondre drede 

Me mene pe nat SrBan quodse tho 
That is fo ofte da mpned to be dede 
And woneth in halkes al wey to and fro 
And daz nat onys put forth his hede 
Men (Golde him brenne in a fyre ſo rede 
Gf Ge Were fouude if mey myltcht him aſpye 
And te alfotoBerefimcompanp - 

And While le feke that dpuinpte 
That is hyd in heuyn prpuetp 
Algzate Brent ty this worſde (hal we Be 
To whom Cecilp aunfiberde boldly 
Men myttht drede Wele and fhitfutlp 
Chis tpf to loſe mpy owne deve Brother 
Uf this Where fpurntt only and none otfez 

But there ts Betterlpfin other place 
That neniz ſhalbe Loft ne drede the nouttht 
Whiche toddes ſonne Bs tolde throutth Gis trace 
That faders fonne hath al pny wrouttht 
And alle that Wrought is with a fhitfue thoutzht 
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The gooſt that from the fadre Han procede 
Hath fouled him Withouten anp orede 

Bp worde and by mpracte be foddes ſonne 
Wian Be Was ty he worlde declared Here 
Chat there is other pf there nen map Wonne 
Co whom aunfwerd tpBurce o fuftre dere 
Ne fapoeft thou right now iy this manere 
Ther nas But one fod lord in fothfaftnes 
And now of thre how mayſt thou Bere wytnes 

That (Gal § tel quod {Ge o2 hat Go 
Rittht asa man Gael faptences thre 
WMemozp engpre and tntellecte alſo 
Soin fucieBepngofdpuinpte ~ 
Thre perfones map there right wele Be 
Tho than fie here ful beſily him preche 
Df criftes fonne and of fis pepnes teche 

And many popntes of fis paffioun 
Hold goddes ſon ne in this worlde Was witholde 
To do manbynde pleyn remiſſioun 
Chat Been bounde ty ſynnes and cares colde 
Atle theſe thyntges (Ge to tyburce tolde 
And aftez this tyburce in fod entent 
With Salerian to pope Urban went 
That thanked God and With lade Gert and light 
He criſt ned him and made him tn Hat place 
Parfyte in Gis lernyng goddes knyttht 
And after this tyburce gat ſuche grace 
That euerp dap Ge falbe in tyme and face 
The aunttel of god andenerp manez Bone ‘ 
Chat he God afbpdit has fpedde ful fone 

It Were fulGarde By ordre foz to ſayn 
How many Wondres iefus fo2 Fin wroutthßt 
But at the laft to telle ſhorte and plapn 
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The ſertteauntes of the toun ther fontfe 
And them bifore almache the prefecte brouttht 
Whiche them appoſed and knewe al theive entent 
And to the pmatte of IuBiter them fen€ 

And fapd who fo wol do no ſacrifice 
Swappe of his hede this is mp fentence here 
Anone thefemartirs that J pou deuyſe 
DM ne mavimus that was an officere 
Of the prefectes and his councellere 
The Gent and the ſeyntes forthladde 
Him ſelf Ge wept for ppte thathefadde 

Wian maximus hadde Gerde the fepntes (ore 
tat fiw of the turmentoursfeue 
10 Had them to Gis houſe withouten moze 

Und With theire prechyng or it was eue 
They tan fro the turmentoures for to rene 
Gnd fromavp me and fro bts folke echone 
The fats feych to trow tn fod alfone 

Cecily can whan it was woxte nyght 
With preftps that them criſtned al ty fere — 
And afterward ian dap as woxenlight 
Cerifp fapde then With a ful ſtedefaſt chere 

— Now criftes oben knytthtesleef and dere 
Cat al awey the Werkes of derknes 
And arme por With the armes of brightnes 

peGaue forſoth done a fete Bataple 
pour cours is done poure feyth hath pou conferupd 
Goth to the croune of fpf that map nat faple 
The rightfulle iutfe whiche pe haue ferupd 
Shal peue it pou as pe haue it deferupd 
And whan this thyng bas fapde asf) deupfe 
Men Cedde them forth to do facrifice | 
But whan thep Were to the place p broutzht 
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Co telle ſhortly theconcluftoun 
They nolde encence ne facrifice riphe nauttht 
But on theire knees fptten ther adoun 
With humble Gerte and fadde deuocioun 
Undlofen bothe theire hedes tn the place 
Thez foutes Went to the kpntt of Grace 

This mavimus that fale this thyng betyde 
With pptous teris tolde it anone rishe 
That be theiz foules (abe toheuyn Hlpde 
With auncets ful of clernes and littht 
And With Gis worde conuertpdmanyp a wittht 
For whiche almachius dyd him fo to Bete 
With whippes of lede tylhe hislyfttan lete 

Cecily him tohe and Buried him anone 
Bp tyburce and Baleriay ſothly 
Within fez Buripney place vndre the ftone 
And after his almachius haſtely 
Badde fis myniſtres fetche opentp 
Cecily fo Hat (Ge myght in his prefence 
Do facrifice and JuBbites encence 

Bu t hep conuertpd at fez wyſe lore 
Wepte ful fore and paue ful credence 
Vntoher worde andcrpde moze and moze 
Crift ttoddes ſonne whiche withoute difference 
(ic verry Hod this is oure ſentence 
Chat hath a ſeruaunt fo ttode him to ſerue 
This With o voyce Whe crpe thoutth we ſterue 

Al machius that herde of hisdopntt 
Bad fetche Cecitp that he mpi Ger fe 
And alderfirſt this was his afhypny 
What manez Woman art thou quod he 
Jan a fentpliboman Born quod fie 
Jafhe tt the quod Ge though it the trene 
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Df thy religion andof thy beleue 
ip than Began pe youre queftionn folitp — 

Quod ſhe that olde to aunfWeres conckude 
Gy one demaunde pe afkpdleWwofp 
Atmache aunſwerde to that ſimilitude 
Df whens compe thyn aunfWere fo rude 
Df fens quod fie. wWhan that fhe Was freyned 
Df confcience and of gode feyth vnfeyned 

Almachins fapde takeſt thou none hede 
Df mp poweꝛ and (Ge aunfWerd Gin; tips 
poure myttht quod ſhe is ful lytel todrede 
for euery moztalle mannys power nps 
Hut (phe a bladder fulof wynde p wys 
for With a nedelles poynte whan it ts blowe 
May atte the Boft of it Be leyde ful Cove 

ful Wrong fullp Bettany thou quod he 
Andin rong is pet al thp perfeueraunce 
Woteft thou nat Gol oure prynces mighty and fre 
Haue thuscomaunded and made ordenaunce 
That euery criften wight ſhal haue penaunce 
But if that he his criſtendome withſay 
And foon al quyte if Ge Wpl tt renep 

poure princes erzen as poure nobley doth 
Quod tho cecile in a Wode fentence 
pe make Ss gyltye anditis nat ſothe 
For pe that hnolbe Wele ouze innocence 
ffor aſmoche as We do ap reuerence 
Tocriſte and for We Bere acriften name 
pe put on Ss acrpme andeke a Blame 

But we that knowe that name fo 
ffor Sertuous we map it nat With fape 
Almache aunſwerde cheſe one of thefe two 
Do facrifice o2 criftendome renep 
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That thou map ſchape Bp that Wwepe 
Ht whiche worde this holy Hliffulmapde 
(Ban for to laughe and to the tuge fapde. 
D iuge confufed in hp nycete 

Wott thou that J refcepueinnocence — 
To make mea wycked Wight quod (Ge 
Lo fe diffimpleth Gere in audience. 
He ſtarith and wodith th fis aduertence 
To whom almache fapd.o felp wretche 
Me Wote/t thou nat Gou fer mp wytte may ſtretche 

Baue nat onze mytthty prpucespenyn 
To ine Goth polbezandauctozite 
To mahe fothe bothe to dye and lyuey 
why ſpekyſt thou than fo proudely to me 
GJ ſpeke naugit But ſtedfaſtly quod ſſe 
Nat proudely for J fap for mp ſyde 
We Fate dedelp hat vyce of prpde | 

And if thou dvede nat a ſoth foz tohere 
Than wpe | (ewe al opentp by vigh_ 
Thou that Galt madea ful gretecefpurt Gere 
Thou fapft thy prynces haue pene the myght 
Bothe for to ſle and for toqupchena wight 
That thou map(t ontp butkyf bereue 
Chou haſt none othez poweꝛ nenofene. : 

But thou mayſt fap thp princes Gane themahed 
Myniſtre of deth foz tf thou fpeheof mo | 
Thou Cieft for thy powere is ful nabyd 
{Do wey thy boldneſſe ſayd almache tho. 
And do ſacrifice to oure ¢oddes o2 thon tfo 
(J vecke nat What Wrone thou me profer 
froz J can fuffre as cana phitofopher 

But that Wwrontes map J nat endure 
Chat thou ſpekpſt of onze oddes Gere quod he 
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D Cecifp aunſwere o npce creature 
Chou ſaydeſt no worde fithen thou fpakeft to me 
That J ne knowe ther Wits tip npcete 
And that Hou Were ty euerp manez wyſe 
A felvde officez and alelboe tuftife 

There Cachet§ no thyng of thyn Stter epen 
But thou art blynde foz thyng that we fe al 
That tsa (tone thatmen map Wele afppen 
That ithe ftone a god thou Wpltit calle 
(J rede the fet tpn honde Spon tt falle 
And tafte it wele and (tone thou (Galt it fpnde 
Sithen that thou feeft nat With tipy epen blynde 

It isa ſha me that the people (Harte 
So ſcorne the and laughe at thy foly 
Foꝛ comonlp men Wote it Wele ouir alle 
That mytthey tod is infeupnnes hye 
And theſe ymages Wele thou mapft afppe 
To the ne to them feef map do no profette 
Foꝛ in effecte hep Be nat worthe a mpte 

This and ſuche otfez wordes ſayde fie 
And Ge woxte wrothe and Bad men (Golde her kede 
Home Suto Ger foufe andin Gez houſe quod Ge 
Brenne fez in a Bathe of flamps rede 
And as he Gadde rittht as it do in dede 
Foꝛ ty a Bathe thep day Ger faft ſhytten 
And nyttht and dap fpre thep vndre betyn 

The Cong nyttht and eke the dap alſo 
Foꝛr al the fpre andehe the grete Fete 
She fat afcofde and fert no manez Wo 
Kt made Ger nat a droppe foz to ſwete 
But in that Bathe Ger lyf ſhe motlete 
Foꝛ almachius with a ful wycked eutent 
Co fle fez in Bathe his ſonde to her ſent ff 

i 
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Thre ſtrokes in the necke Ge ſmote her tho 
The turmentoure But for no manez chaunce 
He myttht nat finpte fer necke a two 
Gund foz tier has that tpme an oꝛdenaunce 
That noma ſholde do no perfone fuche penaunce 
The fourth (troke to fmpte ſoft o2 fore 
C bis turmentoure ne durſt do no moze 

But half dede With Ger neckecozruen here 
He left her Cpe and on Gis ep he Went 
Che crijien folke whiche that aBoute Fer were 
With ſhetes Gave the blode Sp Gent 
Cre dates lyued fhe thus in this turment 
And neuter cefed them the fepeG to teche 
That fie Gad foftrpd them (Ge Fan to preche 

And them (lie paue her menables and hez thynt 
And to gode vrban Betoke thew tho 
And fapoe J afted this of Geupy kynt 
Co haue cefpite thre dates and no mo 
Co recomende to pou oz that J to 
Theſe fouleslo and that iG map do Wirche 
Here of mp Goufe perpetually a chirche 

Seint SrBan With Gis dekpne prpuebp 
The Bodp fet and Buried it Bp nyght 
Among his otfez ſeyntes honeſtky 
Heꝛ houſe the chirche of ſeynt cecily hight 
Saynt SrBan halowed it as he weke myght 
Gn whiche Suto this day tn noble wyſe 
Men do tocrifte and to fis fepntes ſeruiſe 

Here endits the Nonnes tale 
And Gere begtynneth the prologue 
Df the chanons peman 
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Gan tolde Was Che Cpf of feint Cecile 
Dz We Gadde rpden fullp fyue myle 

At boughton Bnodre ble Ss Hana take 
A man that clothed was tn clothes Blake 
And vondrenethe fe ware a White furplice 
Hishahknep whiche was of pomelttryce 
So ſwette be hat wondre Wastofe — 
It fempd that fe Gadde prpched mples thre 
Aboute the patrel (tode the fome ful Gpe 
He asoffomeasfepchedasappe => 
The Gaknep eke that his yeman rode Hyon . 

So ſwette that vnnethes myght it toon 
a male twyfolde Spon his cropyn lap 
It fempd that Ge carped lytel array 
A tight for fomer rode this worthy man 
And in mpn Gerte to wondre J Ketan 
What that he as tpl that h vndreſtode 
How that Fis clohe Was ſowed to Fis hode 
ffor Whiche Whay ſ hadde Cont aupfed me 
J dempd him fory canon for to Be 
His hatte hyntt at Gis Sake doun By a Cace 
For Ge hadde rpden moze thay trotte o2 pace 
He rode ap prpchpn¢ as Ge Were ode 
Aclote leef fe hadde Cepde vndre fis hode 
ffoz ſwete and for to kepe fits hede fro hete 
But it Was ope for to fe Fin fete 
Sis foꝛehede droppyd asa ſtyſlatoꝛy 
Were ful of planteyn o2 of peritoꝛy 
And whay Ge was come Ge fan crye 
God faue quod Ge hisiofp company 
Faſt Gane J prpched quod he forpoure fake 
Bicauſe that J Wolde pou outr take 
Co rpoe in this merp companp 

ff» 
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His peman was eke ful of curtefpe 
Bnd fapde fires nod in the mozorve tyde 
Duce of poure Goftrpe J ſawe pou ryde 
And Warned Gere mp Corde and fouerapy 
whiche that to rpde With pou ts ful fayn 
ffo2 Gis difpozte Ge loueth daliaunce 
Frend for tip warnyng god gyue the gode chaunce 
Than fapde oure Gooft certapn tt Wolde feme 
Thy Corde Were wyſe and ſo map wele deme 
Peis ful iocunde alſo dar Jeep 
Can Ge ought celle a merp tale o2 twey 
With Whiche Ge glade map this company 
who fit mp lord, pe fir Withouten lye 
He cay of myrthe andehke of iolite 
Nat But prow alfo fiz truſtith me 
End pe him knewe as Wele as dog 
pe wolde Wondre how wele andcraftetp 
He conde Werke and that in fondrp wyſe 
$3e Gath taken on himmany a grete emprpfe 
whiche Were ful hard for any that is here 
Co bryng aboute But they of him it lere 
As homely as he rydeth amonges pou 
[if pe him knewe tt wolde Be for youre prow 
pe wolde nat forgoon fis acqueyntauuce 
For mebyl food J darlep én Bafaunce 
Al that I Gaue in mp poffeffionn 
Heisa man ofhigh dtfcrectoun 
J arne pou Geis a paſſyng wyſe man 
Wele quod oure Goft I prap the celle me Gan 
(Is fe a clerhe oz none tef me What he is 
Aclerhe nap nap Geis greter han a clerke pops 
Dapd this peman and in wordes fee 
Hooſt and of fis craft ſomwhat wok h ſhewe 
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Sir mp Corde can ſuche a ſubtelte 
Hut alle Giscrafte ye may nat wytte of me 
froz at the ¢rounde tocaunterBurp toun _ - 
He coude alle cene turne Sp fo doun 
And paue it al With ſiluer and with golde 
And Whan this peman hath thus tofde 
Vnto oure Gooft, Ge fapde benedicite 
Chis thing is wondre merueplous to tne 

Sithen that tip lorde is of ſo high prudence 
Bicaufe of whiche ſgolde men him reuerence 
That of his woꝛſhippe reckith he ſolyte 
His ouereſt ſloppe ts nat Worth a myte 
Asin effecte to fim fomoot § too 
(it is able Baudp and to toze atfo 
why is thp Cord (o flotp (fie the prap 
And of power ts Better clothe to bey 
Gf that His dede accozde With Gis ſpeche 
Celme that and that § the beſeche | 
why quod this peman wherto afhe peme 
(50d Gelpe me fo for he ſhal neniz the 
But J wpe nob auolbe that J fap 
And therfoze hepe it fecrete § pou prep 
He is to Wpfe tn feyth asq Beene 
That is outr do tt ol neutz preue 
And rigtit as clerkes fap itis a vyce i 
wherfore ty that § Holde Fim Lede and npce 
Foꝛ whan a man Gath ouir grete a wytte 
Ful oft it happith him to mys vſe it 
So do mp lorde and that me greuyth fore 
God it amende §can fap nomoze | 
Therof nro force gode peman quodourefooft 
Sithen of the con nyntt of thy Corde thon Hooft 
Tel How Ge doth tek on now hardely ‘ey 

nN) 
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Sithen that he is ſo crafty and fo fepe 
where duelle pe if it to telke Be 
Gn the ſubarbes of a toun quod he 
Lurkpug in Gernps and th lanps blynde 
Ibfere as thefe robbers and thefe theuys Behpnode 
Holden theire ferdful prpue refidertce 
Hs thep that dar nat (hele theire prefence 
0 fare We if we ſhal fap the ſothe 
Ao quod oure hooſt Cet me tathe tothe 
Wip art thou fo deſcoloured in thy face 
Wety2 quod lie god yeuyth Garde grace 
am ſo vſed tlie Hote fpre to blowe 

That it hath chaunged mp cofoureG trowe 
Yan nat Wontin nomprzoure to prpe 
But ſwynkke fore andferne to muttiptype 
Wwe blunorpn euir and pourpn in the * 
And for alle that We fayle of oure defize 
ffoz euir We Cacke oure conckuſioun 
To more forke We do illuſioun 
And borowe golde Beit a pounde o2 tivo 
D2 ten oz twetue o2 many fommes mo 
Gndmake them wene at the left wep 
Chat of a pounde We coude make eypep 
(it ts fatfe and ap We haue ttode Gope 
Jt for todo and aftez it we grope 
But that ſcience is fo fez 5s Biforn 
we map nat al thoutth we Gadde it (worn 
Gt ouir take tt flytte awey fo faſt 
(Jt wol Ss make bettttars at the caft 
whyle this ye may Was thus in tathpney 
This anon drewe him neve and herde at pnt 
whiche this peman fpahe for fufpectionn 
D finennys ſpeche entz Gadde this Ganon 
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ffor caton fap th Ge that Uplep is 3 
Demyth at thyng to Be fpoke of Fim y wys 
Chat was the caufe fe tan ſo nytth dra we 
Co this yeman to herbyn atte his fate 
Gnd thus fe fapde to fis peman tio 
Holde thou tip peas and fpeke no mo 
fror if thou do thou ſhalt it dere abye 
Thou ſclaundreſt me here in thiscompany 
And eke diſcoueryſt that thou ſholdeſt hyde 
pe quod oure hooſt tel on What fobetpde 
Df alle this thretyng recke tou nat a mpte 
Gn feyth quod he no mozeJdoButtpte | 
Gnd Whan this chanon ſa we it wolde nat Be 
But that this peman wolde celle his prpupte 
He fledde a wey foz berzp ſorowe and ſhame 
A Ga quod the peman Gere {ial rpfe a tame 
Al that Ican anoon J Wot pou tel : 
Sithen Ge ts goon the foute fende Fim quelle 
Foꝛr reut2 herafter wol J With him mete 
For peny ne for pounde J pou behete 
He that me firſt brought to that Rame 
D2 that he dpe ſorowe Gane he and ſhame 
For it ts erneſt to me Bp mp feyth 
That fele J wele what that anp man ſayth 
And pet foz alle mp ſmert and afte mp greef 

Foxꝛ al mp fozolbeCaBoure and myſcheef 
Icoude neuir leue it in no wyſe X 
Now wold to tod mp wytte myttht ſuffiſe 
To telle alle thatlonttith to that arte 
But natheles you wo ſ teta parte 
Sithen that mp lord te toon J Wot nat ſi pare 
Zuche thyng as Iknowe J wol decfare 
— 

ff in 
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Here endith the prolotzue of 
the Chanons peman 
Gnd begynneth Gis tafe 
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Ww (i this chanon J duelled ſeuyn pere 
And of Gis fctence am neuir the nerve 

Al that § Gadde 3 Bane (oft therby 
And Hod wote fo haue mo than 4 
Of clothyntt and of offer gode aray 
Chere as J as Wonte to Be ritit freſſhe and gay 
Now map h were an hoſe Spon mpn fede : 
Gnd where mp cofoure was bothe white and rede 
Now it is han and of aledpn hewe 
Who fo tt vſyth fore (Gal fe rewe 
And of mp ſwynke p blent is mpnepe — 
Lo fuche auauntage it is to multiplpe 
Chat fepopne ſcience Gath made me fo Bare 
That I Gane no fode Where that euir i fare 
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_ AndpetGamendettpd fo fore therby 
Df tole that boꝛowed truhh 
That whyle J epue | ſhal it quyte neuir 
Let euery man beware Hp me for euir 
What manez may that caſtith bin therto 
Gf Ge contpriue J Golde Gis thrpfte p do 
fFo2 helpe me god therBp fiat te nat wynne 
But ertpepre His purfe and mabe Gis vytte thy

 nine 

And Wan Ge through Gis madnes and his foly 
Hath loft hts owne gode through tepardp 
Than Ge evcitetG other men therto 3 
To lefe theive pode as he him felf Fath 0 
ffoz vnto wretches ope itis andeafe is 
To haue theive feloWwes iy pepne and difeafe 
ffoz thus Was Jonpslernpoofacterhe 
Df that nocharte J Wol ſpeke of oure Werke 
Wian we Be here as We ſhal evcerfife 
Oure eluyſſhecraft Wwe feme wondre'wpfe 
Dure termps Geen fo clergpatle and fo queynte 
J Blowbe the fyre tpl mp Gerte fepnte . 
What (Golde (J celle echle proporcion 
Df tipnites whiche he Wozke Spon 
Hs on fpue o2 fey Suces map wele Be 
Df fpluez o2 fome other quantite 
And beſy me to telle pou the names | 
PD f ozpement brent Sonesiron ſqua mes 
That into polbdez grounde Ge ful ſmalle 
Andin an erthen potte how put is alle 
Gnd falt petpr and alſo pappre 
Bifoꝛn thefe powders that J ſpeke of Gere 
And Wee p couered With a Campe of glas 
Gnd of moche other thpne whiche that there Was 
And of the pottys and glaſſes enlutyntt 



The tale of the lanons peman 

That of the eyre myght paffe oute notping 
And of the fpre eafp and ſmert alfo 
whiche Kat as made and of the care and wo 
That We Gadde ty oure maters ſublymyntz 
Andin amaltampne and cafcenpng 
D f quyefpluez cLeped mercury crude 
froz alle oure ſlightes we can nat conclude 
Onre oxpement and ſublymed mercurp 
Mure grounden litarge eke on the perfurp 
D f ectie of then of vnces a certayn 
Mat helpith Ss oure laboure isin veyn 
Andehe oure ſpirites afcenctoun 
Me oure maters that Cpen al fiy a doun 
Sap in oure Workpng no thyngt auaple — 
Foꝛ Coft is afte oure laboure and tranapee 
And afte the cooft a tibentp deupl Wep 
Is Coft alfo whiche we on tt Lep 
froz therisatfo ful manp a notiez thyntt 
That ts to oure crafte appertepnpng 
T hougs J Sp o2dre ther reherſe ne can 
Bicaufe that J am alede man 
pet wol | tel them as thep come to mpnde 
Chouts § necan nat fette ther in theire bpnde 
Hs Bool armonpache Heerdettrece boras 
And ſondry beſſelles made of erthe and glas 
Dure bꝛynales and oure defcenfortes 
Wioles croffofettes and fublpmatozies 
Conturbitees and afembphes che 
And otter fuche dere pnoutti a leek 
Nat neditt it to reherſe them atte 
Waters ruBifipng and Boles gatle 
Arſenyk fal armonpake and Brpmftone 
Gnd herbes eke conde fj tele manp one 
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Us egzrymonyne Balertan andlunary 
And other fuche if that melyſt to tarp 
Durelampeshrpnnenpsitanddap = 
Tobrynge aGoute oure craft if hat Wwe map 
ure furneys che of catcinactoun 
And of Waters albifycacioun 
Wnfleckpolpme chatke tlepreofanepe 
Poudres dpuerfe aſſhes dong ppffe and cepe 
Seryd pottes fale petpz Spttriote 
And Opuers fpres made of wode andcofe 
Dal tartp2 afcofp and fal preparate 
HndcomBufte matersandcoagulate \ 
Clep made With Gozfe dong mannys Gere and oyle 
Df tartze alym thas berme worte and artyute 
Rofaltaz and otters maters enbißyntz 
And eke of oure maters encozporpng 
And of oure ſyluercitrynacioun 
Dure fementpng andoure ferinentacioun 
D ure infottes teftes and many moo 
Jwol pou telle as me as taughte alſo 
Cie foure fpirites and the Bodies ſeuyn 
Bp ordre as herd mp loꝛd neuyn 
Tie firſt ſpirite quyckeſiluer ciepyd is 
The fecounde orpement the thridde yyppp 
Sal armonpacke and the fourth brymſtone 
The Bodies feupyloke them there anon 
Sof golde is and luna fpluez We threpe 
Mars iron Mercury quyckeſiluer we clepe 
Saturnus Cede and iubiter is tyn 
And benus coper By mp fadez kynne 
This curſedcraft ho wol excerciſe 
He ſhalle no gode haue that map ſuffiſe 
Foꝛ alle gode Ge ſpended theire aboute 
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He lefe fal therof haue Ino doute 
wijo fo that lyſtith vtter his fell 
Let him come forthandferne to multiply / 
And euery man that Gath ought ty hiscofre 
Let Him appere and wexe a philoſophe⸗ 
Preeſt oz chanon oꝛ any otter wight 
Chou Ge ſytte at his bobe dap and nyttht 
Gnlernpug of this eCup(fiienprefoze 
Alle ts in Bepy and parde moche moze 
(3s to lerne a fewde may this ſubtelte 
fp fpeke nat therofit wol nat be 
And can Ge Cettrature oz cay Ge none 
As tn effecte Ge (Gal fynde it al one 
ffo2z bothe tho Bp mp faluactoun 
Concludenin multiplicacioun 
Al liche weke whan thep haue atepdoo 
This is to ſayn they fayle bothe tivo 
pet forttate J to make reherſayle 
Df Watres cozofpf and of eymape 
nd of bodies mollificacioun 
And alfo of theire enduracioun 
Oples ablacions metalle ſuſible 
Co telle pou it wolde paſſe any hyble 
Chat owhere ts therfore as for the Belt 
Df thefe names now Wol J me reft 
ffoz asJtvolbe IGauetoldoe pnow 
To repfe a feende al loke Ge neuir fo row 
a nap Cet Ge the philoſophers (toon 
LC liver we ctepe the feke faft echoon 
For Hadde We Him than Were We fiker ynowe 
But Snto tod of heuyn J make auo weẽ 
Foꝛ alle oure craft Whan We Gane atte p do 
Gnd atte oure fleptite Ge WelnatcomeSsto 
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He hath made Bs fpende moche fode 
soz ſoꝛowe therof almooſt we wexen wode 
But that gode hope crepith in oure herte 
Suppofpng euiz though Wwe ſore ſmert 
To Be veleupd Bp Fin afterwarde 
Suche fuppofpng andGope ts fiarpe andGazde 
J Warne pou Wele it ts to fekpyenir 
Chat future temps Gath made men differtz 
Gn trufte therof alte that euir they Gadde 
pet of that arte thep cay nat Wey fad 
ffoz Brito them itis a Bptter floc te 
So fempti tt for ne Gad they Buta ficte 

whiche tiae myght Wrappe them ina nyttht 
Hnd a Bratte to Wathen in Bp day lyght 
They Wolde it ſelle and ſpende it in Chis cra fe 
They can nat ſtynt tyl no thyng Be aft 
And euir moze where that thep goon 
Men map them kenne Bp ſmelle of brymſtoon 
Foꝛ al the worlde thep ftpnke as a tote 
Theire fanoureis fo rammyſſhe and ſohote 
Chat though a may a mple from them Be 
The fauoure wyl enfecte Fim truſtiih me 
Lo thus by ſmelryng and thredeBare arap 
Gf that men lyſt tele fothe hnowe they map 
And if a may wol aſke them prpuckp 
why they Be ckothed ſo ÿnthriftety 
Right anone they wol roune in his ere 
And ſay if that they aſpyed were 
Sper Wotde them fle bicauſe of theire ſcience 
Lo tiius thefe fotke betrayen innocence 
Pas ouir this 9 mp tale Snto 
SD: that the potte Be on the fyre pdo 
Gnd metalles a certayn quantite 
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My Corde thew temprith and no man But fe 
Mow is he toon JdazfapBoldtp 
ffoz as men fap fe can docraftetp 
Algate J wote wele he hath ſuche a name 
And pet ful ofte fe rynneth ty the Bane 
And Wote pe how ful of te it farith fo 
The pot to brekith and fare Wele alisdo 
The metalles Been of fogrete Spofence 
Mure Wwalles nap nat make them refiftence 
Butif thep were wrought of Lpme and tone 
They perfe foand through the Walle thep tone 
And ſom of thes ſynke doun in the drounde 
Thus haue We loft Bp tpme manp a pounde 
And for az fcatred al the flooze aBoute 
Some kepith in the roof withouten doute 
Though that the feende ty oure ſight him nat ſhewe 
Itrow that Ge With bs be that ithe ſhrewe 
In helle Where fe is Corde and ſyre 
Ne is ther moze Wo ne rancoz ie pre 
whjan that oure pote ts Broken as ij Gane ſayd 
Cuerp man chyt and holdith him euyl appaped 
Some fapde it was of the fyre makpne 
Some {apd nap it has of the blowyng 
Than Was J aferde for that bas mpn office 
Strawe quod the thridde pe Se lewde and nyce 
It as nat temprpdasit ought to Be 
Nap quod the fourthe ſtynte andGerkpy me 
Bicauſe oure fpre has nat made of beche 
Chat ts the caufe and other none ſitheche 
(Jcan uat teffe where on it was alone 
But wele ſ wote grete ſtryf isisa mont 
what quod my lorde ther is no moze to doon 
Df theſe parzellesG wot Be Ware efſone 
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Jam rigtht (phez Chat the potte was craſed 
De as Ge map Be penatamafpo 
As vſage is Cet (Wepe the floze fluptie ‘] 

_ Pluche Sp poure fertes and Ge glade and blythe 
The mulloke on an Gepe flveppd was 
And on the flooze caft acanuas 
And atte the mulloke ina ſyde p throwe 
And fiftpd and ppcked manp a throwe 
Parde quod one ſomwhat of ouz metalle 
petis ther here though we haue nat atfe 
And thoutd his thyntt myſhappedhath as now 
Another tyme tt map Be ele ynow 
we muft put oure gode tn quenture 
A Amarchaunt parde map nat ap endure 
Truſtith me wele in his profperite 

_ Somtpme Gis odes Geen drenchyd in the ſee 
And ſomtyme it comyth fauf intofonde 
eas quod mp Corde the nevte tyme J wol fonde 
Co Brputt oure crafte alin an other plpte 
And But J do fives fete me Gane the wyte 
Ther has a defaute in ſomwhat Wele | wote 
A nother fapde the fpre as ouir hote 
But Be it hote oꝛ cofde J daz fap this 
That Wwe conclude enirmoze amps 

_ Wwe faple al vep of that We Wolde Gane 
Gnd tn oure madnes eutr moze we raue 
Gnd Wan We Be to gpddez 
Cuerp may fempth as wyſe | 

But alle thyng Whiche that ſyyneth as golde 
hſt is nat ttolde as ſ Gaue ferde tofde 

Neeuery apppl that is fayre at eye 
Mps nat gode what fo weclappe or crye 

Kittht ſo it farith amonges vᷣs 

- 
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He that ſemyth wp felt Bp fivete Jeſus 
Is mooft foofe whan it compe to the preef 
And he eat ſemyth treweſt is theef 
That (Hal ye hnowe oz that J from pou wende 
Be that mp tale Ge tofde Suto an ende 
Chere has a chanon of religioun 
Hmontes 5s wolde enfecte al a touy 
Though it were as grete as was nynyue 
Kome Aliſaundre trope o2 other thre 
His ſlightes and his infinyte falſeneſſe 
Ne conde noman write as Igeſſe 
Thougth that he myghtlyue a thou ſand yere 
(Wn afte the worlde of falſneſſe nys his pere 
fioz tn his termys he wyl him fo wynde 
And fpeke his wordes ty fo ſtighly pynde 
whan Ge comen (Hal With ony wight 
That He Wot make Fim dote anon right 
But it a feende Be as him felf ts 
ful many a man GatG Ge Beg pled or this 
And Wot if that helyue map a whyle 
And yet nen ryde or fomanp a mple 
Him foꝛ to feke and haue Gis acquepntannce 
Mat hnowyng of hts fals fouernaunce 
And if pelpit to pene me audience 
(J Wol it tel Gere tn poure prefence 
But oz fFipfulchanons retigious 
Ne demeth nat that fctaundre pourefoufe 

As fod forBede that ala companp a0 WN, 
Shulde rewe a ſynttuler mannys fotp 
To ſckauudre you it is no thyntz mpy entent 
But to cozrecte that is mys Went 
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Thistate Was nat only tofdeforzpou 
Butehe foz offer mo pe Wote Wele fold 
That amonges criſtes apoſtelles twelue 
There nas wo traytoure Hut iudas him ſelue 
Than why ſholde he remenaunt haue a Blame 
That gyltles Were by you G fap the ſame 
Saue ontp this if pe wol Gerkpy me 
Gf anp Judas ty pourecouent Be. 
Kemeuyth him Getpmes J pou rede 
Gf fiame oꝛ loſſe may cauſe any drede 
And be nothyng diſpleaſed J pou prap 
Hut in thiscaas Gerkpy what 3 fap 
i Nlondon was a preeftannuelere 

That therin Gadde duelt manp a pere 
whiche has fo plefauntandfoferupfable _ 
Vnto the wyf Whereas Ge went to tabee 
Chat (Ge wolde fuffre him no thyng to pap 
Foꝛ Borde ne clothyng tent fe neriz fo rap 
And fpendpng (veaen dane Ge right ynowe 
Therof no force ty plefaunce Went His plolbe 
But for to telle pou forts of thiscianon 
That Brough this preeſt toconfiftoy | 
This fats cha noy cam Spon a dap . 
Wn to the preeftes chambre Were Ge Cap 
Beſechyntt din tolenehimacertapn _ 
Of golde and fie wolde quyte him atayn 
Lene mea marke quod he but dates thre 
At mp dap J tof fauns faple qupte it the 
And if fo Be hou fpnde me than fats 
Another dapGantme Bpthefafa = st 
This preeft him tohe a marke and that ag {Wythe 
nd this Ganon him thanked oftſythe 
And toke fis leue and Went forch bis wep 

big i 
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and at the thridde dap broutzhte his money 
And to this preeft he toke fis goloeagapy - 
wherof this preeſt was Wondre Glade and fayne 
Certis quod he no thyng annoyeth me 
Colene aman a noble tivo of thre 
Oꝛ What tipng were in mp poſſeſſioun 
whan Ge ts fo true of condicioun 
That in no wyſe breke he Wolhis dap 
To ſuche aman Ican nat fap tap 
What quod this anon fiiotde be Sutrue 
Map that Were a thyng fallen of newe 
Trouthe isa thyng that J Wol eutz kepe 
Vnto that dap in whiche J (Gal crepe 
Into mp drane oz elles criſte forzBede 
Beleuyth this as ſyker as the crede 
God J tGanke and tn gode tyme Be it fapde 
Chat ther nas neuir man pet enpl papde 
fioz golde ne ficuez Gat Ge melent 
Ne neniz fal{Gede in mpn herte J mene 
And fir quod he now of mp prpupte 
Sithen pe fo godeliche haue Been to me 
And kydith to me fo grete gentylkneſſe 
Dom What to quyte with poure kyndneſſe 
J Wok pou ſhewe if that yekyſt Gere 
J Wol pou teche plener the matere 
Hold § can Worke in phikoſophye 
Cake gode hede pe (Hal wele fe at epe 
That wol a mayſtrye do oꝛ 9 to 
pe fir quod the preeſt and Wp pe fo 
Warp therof I prap pou Gartetp 
At poure comaundment fir truky | 
LQuod the canon and eltescrifte forBede 
Lo fo this theef conde His ſeruice Bede 
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Ful ſoth itis that ſuche profezed fernife 
Stpnheth as wytneſſith the ovde Wp fe 
And that right fone Wolit Serifp 
Gn this cha non rotte of affetrecferp = 
Chat euirmorze devite hath and aladneffe 
Suche feendlp thoughtes ty fis herte impreſſe 
Hod criftes peopre Ke map to mychief bryng 
God hepe Bs from Gis fatfe diffpmepng . 
Nought wyſt thts preeſt with whom that he debte 
Ne of his harme comyng no tipndg fe felte 
D felp preeſt o ſeky innocente 
with couetyſe anone thou ſhalt be blent 
O graceles ful blynde ts thy concepte 
Mo thyng art thou Ware of his diſceyte 
whiche tiat this fox ſhapen hath to the 
His Wples his wrenches thou mayſt nat fhe 
wherfore to go to the conckuſioun 
That referryth to thp con fuſioun 
Vnhappy man anon J Wol mehye 
Co tell: tip Bu wytte and.6p foly 
Andehke the falfeneffe of that other Wretche 
As ferforth as iny conyng wyl ſtretche 
This cha non Was mp tkoꝛd pe Wol wene 
Sir hooſt in feyth and by heuens quene 
(jt was a nother chanoh and nat fe 
That cay an hundred folde moze ſubtelte 
He Gath Betraped fofke manp atpme 
Df Gis falfeneffe it dullith me torpme 

. Luir Whan J fpeke of bts falſehede 
Foꝛ ſhame of Him mp chekes even rede 
Attates hep betynne for toglowe 
froz redeneffe Gaue J none right wele I buowe 
Gn mp Bp fate foz fumes dpuerfe 
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D f metalle whiche pe haue herde me reherce 
Confumed and waſtyd Gath mp redeneffe 
Now takicG Fede of this chanons curſidneſſe 
Sit quod Ge to the preeft Cet pour man tone 
fiozquycfituer that We hadde tt anone 
Andlet Huy bryng Snces coz thre 
And whan be comptti as faſt pe ſhal fe 
A wondre tipng whiche pe ſa we neuir o2 his 
Sit quod the preeſt it ſhal be do pps 
He badde Gis ſeruaunt fetche him this tipng — 
Bnd Ge al redy has at his byddynt 
And went him forth andcam anone agayn 
Wits this quycſiluer ſhortly for to fepn 
And tohke the vonces thre tothe Ganon — 
And Ge them leyde wele and fapre adorn 
Gnd badde the feruaunt cofes for to bryngg 
That Ge anon myght fo to fis woꝛkyntt 
Che coves right anon Were p fette 
And this cha non toke oute acroffetet 
D f fis boſom and ſhe wde tt to the preeft 
This inftrument quod he whiche hat thor ſeeſt 
Cake in thp Gonde and put thp felf therin 
Df this qupcftiuez an vnce and begynne 
Gn the name of criſt to ey a philoſopheꝛ 
Cher Be ful fewe whiche J Wolde it profez 
To file te them thus moche of mp fcience 
Foꝛ Gere (Gal pe fe Bp evperience 
That this quycſiluer ſwol moztifp 
Kittht in poure fight anon withouten lye 
nd ake it as gode fpfucz and as fyne 
As there is anp tn poure purfe oz myn 
D z eblef where and make it matliaBle 
And elles holde me fats and vnſtable 



Tbe tale of the chanons pemay 

Amontes folke foz euir to appere 
GGaue a poudre thatcoft me dere 
Shatinahe al (rode foz tt is caufe of alle 
Sppconnpng whiche ſ you ſhewe (fal 
Hopdeth poure may andlet Him Ge withoute 
And ſhytte the doze whyle we Be there aboute 
Pure prpuete hatnomanSsafppe _. 
whiles that We Wozhe ty this philoſophy 
“Hl ao Ge Badde fulfplled Was itn dede 
Thies ihe ſeruaunt anon oute pede 
And Gis mayſter ſhytte the doze anon 
And to theire CaBoure ſpedely thep toon 
This preeft at this curfedchanons byddynt 
PMpon the fpre right anon fet this thyng 
ãnd Bree the fpre and Befped him fulle fafte 
Hnd this cha non into the croffetet caft 
A poudre nat j neniz Wiezof it bas 
y made of cathe of erthe o2 of glas 
ODꝛ ſom what elles was nat worthafipe 
To beynde with this preeſt and badde him hye 
The coles for to couche alte aboue 
Foꝛr in tohenpug that J the Coue 
Quod this canon, thyn Gondes to 
Shal Werke al tipney that here (Hale do 
Gramercy quod this preeft and Was right Kade 
andcouched the colesasthechanonBade 
nd while Ge Befp Was. this feendly wretche 
T hts falfe canon the foule feende him fetche 
Dute of fis boſom toke a bechyn cofe 
Gn whiche ful ſubtelly has made an hole 
And therin Was put of fpluezlpmpatle 
Hn Snfe and ftopppd was Withouten faple 
The hole With Wey tohepe the lpmaple — 
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AndGnderftondetG Gat this falfe gyn 
was nat made there Butit as made Before 
And othez thynges that § pou telle (Gal moze 
Herafter Whiche Ge With him brought 
SD 2 fe cam there Gim to begyle Ge thought 
And (o he dyd o2 that thep pede atwynne 
& pl Ge Hadoe ternyd him be coude nat twynne 
(jt dullyth me Han that J of him fpeke 
SD f Gis falſehede fapn wolde J me wreke 
Uf J pit fol But he ts here and there 
He ts fo variaunt Ge abydeth no where 
But tabvitd hede fires for goddes loue 
He toke his cove of Whiche § fpake aboue 
Andin his honde Ge Bare tt prpuetp — 
And Whites this preeft couched Befitp 
The coves as pou tofde o2 this 
This chanon fapd frende pe d00 amps 
Thisis nat couchpd asit ought to be 
But fone J ſhalle amende tt quod fe 
Mov Cet ine medfe ther ith But a while 
Foz haue of pou ppte Bp ſeint gyle 
pe Be right fote J fe Gov pe ſwete 
Haue Gere a clothe and wype a wey the Wete 
Hnd whiles the preeft wypedhis face 
Chis cha non toke his cole With fozp trace 
And fepde tt aBoue Spon the mydwarde 
D f the croffelet and Ble We wele afterward 
Cpl that the coves tan faſt to Brenne 
Mow peue Hs drynke quod the Hanon thenne 
Hs ſwythe al (hale tele G Sndertake 
Spt the doun and fet Hs merp make 
Gnd Wan this cha non Sis bechyn cofe 
Hadde broughte and the epmaple oute of the bole 
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into the croffetet it Fpl anon doun 
WO fo it muſt nedes Bp reafon 
Sithen it foeupy aBouecouched bas 
But therof wyſt the preeft nothyng allas 
He dempdatte hecoteslpciegode 
froz of the flight fe notipng vnderſtode 
And whan tits afkampitre ſa we his tyme 
Vip fe Bp fir pree(t be fapde and ſtond byme 
nd for J wote wele tngot haue pe none 
Go walketh forth and bryngeth a Hath tone 
jroz J Wor make of it the fame ſhappe 
Chat ayn ingotistf tt map bappe 
Hnd brynge eke With pou a boter o2 a pan’ 
frul of water and pe ftatte We le fe thanne | 
How that oure heſyneſſe fiat thryue and preue 
Gnd foz pe fial Gaue me inno myſbeleue 
Ne wrong concept of met poure aBfence 
§ of nat Be oute of pouz prefence: 
ut fo ith pou andcome with pou agapy 
C Ge chambre doze ſhortly for to ſeyn 
Chep opened and ſhytte and Went theire wey 
Bnd forth with them they tobe the hep 
And cam apen Withoute anp delay 
what (Hold) tarp afte the Cong dap 
He tohe the chafke and fhope tt ina a wyſe 
Df aningotte asf hal pou deupfe 
(§ fap Ge toke oute of bis one fleue 
& tepy of fifuez euyl mot Ge cheue 
whiche that ne has But an bnce of wyght 
nd tabith hede now of this curfed ſtight 
He fiope Gis ingot tn lengith and in brede 
Df this teyn withouten anp drede 
D0 flighty hat the preeft it nat aſpyed 

Sy 
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Hnd in his (lene agapn Ge tan tt hyde 
Und from the fpre Ge tohe Sp the matere 
Hind in tie ingot fe put it With merp chere 
And into the Water Seffel Ge it caſt 
Wian that himlyſt and Bad the pree(t as faſt 
Loke what there ts put in thpy honde and trope 
Chou (Gate fpnde there ſyluer as J hope 
Wjat deupt of Helle ſholde it ellto Be 
SDiaupug of ftiuez ſyluer is ftr parde 
He put Gis Gonde in and toke Dp a teyn 
Df (pluez fyne and glade in eucrp Sepne 
Blythe was this pree(t whan Ge ſa we tt Was fo 
Goddes blyſſyng and his moders alfo 
And alle halowes haue pe fir chanon 
SDapode this preeſt and Iher maliſoun 
But and pe vouche ſauf to teche tt me 
This noble crafte and this ſubtelte 
J of be poure may th alle that euer map 
Quod thts Hanon pet Wol J make affap 
The fecounde tpme that pe map take fede 
And Be ewperte ty his at poure nede 
Hnothez dap affap in mpn abſence 
This diſciptyne and this crafty fcience 
Let take another Suce quod Ge tho 
SD f quypcfifuez Withoute woꝛdes ino 
Hnd do therwith as pe haue do 02 this 
Witd that other whiche that now fpluez is 
The preeft im Be ſyeth al hat euir he cay 
To d0 a8 this Hanon thiscurfed man 
Comaunded him and faft blewe the fyre 
Foꝛr tocome to the effecte of Fis defpre 
And his Ganon right in this meane whyle 
HE vedp Was the preeſt for to begyle 
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And foz countenaunce tn Gis honde Bare 
Ay holowe (tpche take hepe and Be Ware 
Gn the ende of whiche an Srice and moze 
Df fpeuezlpmaple put as ſayde ts bifore 
Was ty his cole and ftopppd with wex wele 

- For to hepe tn Gistpmaple enerp dee 
And White the preeft Was in Gis befpneffe 

- Chis chanon wits Gis ſtycke tan it dveffe 
To him anon and Gis poudre cafte ty 
Hs Ge dyd erſt. the deuyl oute of fis fhyn 
Him turne J prap to god for Gis falſehede 
ffoz Ge was enix falfe ty thoughte and dede 
Hnd with Gis ſtycke aboue bis croſſelet 
That was ordeyned Wits that falſe gee — 
He fterpd the coles tpl af relente beganne 
Che Wey apenft the fpre as enerp may 
But ita fool Ge wote wele it mult nede 
nd alle that ty the ftpche thas oute pede 
nd in the croſſelet haſtely fel | 
Now gode fires What wol pe Get than Wel 
Wiiay that this preeft Was thus Bettpfed atapn 
Suppofpng nought but trouthe ſoth to fayn 
He Was fo glade J can nat evpreffe 
fn no manez Gis inyrthe and his gladneſſe 
And to the Hanon fe profred eftfone 
Body and gode. pe quod the chanoy anon 
Thoutth J Be poure crafep thon ſhakt me fynde 
Jwarne the wele pet is ther moze behynde 
(Js there any copez Gerin quod he | 
pe quod the preeft fiz J trotbe ther Be 
Elles to bye Bs fom and that as ſwythe 
Now Fode fiz to forth ep wep andůyche 
Re went Gis wep and With Gis coppr cam 
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Und the canon tn Bis Gonde it nam 
And of that copre Ge weyd onte an vnce 
Hile to fpmple ts mp tonge to pronounce 
As to mpniftre of mp wytte the doubleneſſe 
Df tits anon rote of alle curfponeffe 
He ſemyd frendlp to chem Gat knelbe bin nought 
But tie was feendfp bothe ty Gerte and thought 
It Werpett me to telle of his falfeneffe 
And natheves pet wol Jiteypreffe 
Co thatentent that men map Ge Ware therby 
Gnd foz none othercaufe trulp 
He put this Bunce of copes ty his croſſelet 
& 110 on the fpre as ſwythe Ge it fee 
Andcaftin poudre and made the preeft to Blowe 
Andin its woꝛbyng foꝛ to ftoupe foe 
Gs he dyd ere and al was Buta tape 
Kight as Gin (p(t the preeſt Ge made his ape 
Andafter in the ingot Ge ttcaft 
Hndty he panne putit at the laſt 
Df water’ andin Ge put his oWne Gande 
And tn Gis fteue as pe Bifozn Gande 
Herd ne tel and Ge Gadde of filuer a tayn 
He ſlighly toke it oute this curſed heyn 
Vn Wwetpyngof the preeſt of thts fatfe crafte 
Und ty the pannes Botom Ge it laft 
And ty the Water rombleth toand fro 
Und Wondre pryuely Ge toke Sp allo 
The copp2 tepy nat hnolbpug the preef€ 
Und hydit and him Gent Bp the Breeft 
And to Gim fpake and thus Ge fapdin fame 
Stoupec§ adouy bp god pe Be to Blame 
Helpe me now as H dyd pou while ere 
Put in poure hond and kokith what is there 
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This preeft tohke Sp this ſiluez teyn anoon 
and than fapd thecfanonletisgoon = 
With theſe tive tepnes whiche that We Gane wrouttht 
To fon goldſmyth to loke tf thep Be oughte 
Foz Bp mp feptt J nokde foz mpn hode 
Hut if they Were fpluez fpne and food 
And that as ſwythe preupo tt ſhaſbe ! 
Vnto che goldſmyth with thefe tepnes thre 
They Went and put thefe tepnes ty affap 
To fyre and hamer myght no may fap nap 
But that hep were as chem ougtht to be 
This ſottyd preeſt Who was gladder than fe 
has neutz byrde gladder ayenſt the dap 
Ne npsitpngate ty the feafon of map 
Was neuiz noon that beſt lyſt to {png 
Meladp luftpez in carolpng at 
Dz for to fpeke of foue oz Womanfede 
Ne knyght in aries to done an hardy dede 
To ſtonde in grace of hislady dere 
Than Gadde this preeſt this ſory craft to lere 
And to the cha non thus fpake Ge and ſeyde 
That for thefoue of god that for Bs aldepd 
Hndas map deſerue it Snto pou 
what ſhal this recepte cofte tel me now 
Bp oureladp quod this chanon it is dere 
Jwarne pou wele that fare Ganda freze 
Gn Engfondcay no than it make 
Mo fozce quod Ge now fit for goddes fake 
What (Fats pap tetle me J pou prap 
Gps quod Ge it is ful dere G fap 
Sir at one Wordeifpelpftittofaue 
pe (Gatte pap fourtp pounde fo tod me faue 
Gnd nere the frendfhip that pe opd oz this 
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To me ſholde pe pape nomoze pops 
Chis preeft the fume of fourtp pounde anon 
D f nobles fet and toke them euerichoon 
To this chanon for Gis ithe recepte 
Alle Gis Wozkpng Was But fraude anddifcepte 
Sit preeſt Ge fapd J hepe to haue noloffe 
Of mp crafte for J woł kepe it cloſſe 
And as pe loue me hepe pe tt ſecre 
ffoz if men knowe alfe mp fubterte 
Bp tod thep wolde haue fo grete enuye 
To me Gicaufe of mp philophye 
J ſholde Be dede ther Were none other wey 
God fozBede quod tie preeft What pe fap 
pet Gadde Ieyuer fpende af tiie gode 
whiche that | haue o2 elles Were J Wode 
Than that pe ſhulde falle tn fuche a myſchief 
Foꝛ poure gode wylle fir haue pe right gode preef 
Muod thischanon and fare wele graunt mercp 
And Wert Gis wap and nentz the preeft him fe 
After that dap. and wWhan thts pree(t (Golde 
Spake affap at fuche tpme as Ge wolde 
Of this vecepte fare Wele it wol nat Be 
Lo thus Beiaped and Bettpled thas fe 
Thus mahité Ge his introductioun 
Tobrpne forthe to theire diftructioun 
Conſidreth (tres Go that in eche eftate 
Betwixte men and golde ther ts deBate 
So ferforth that Snnetiesis there none 
This multipliyng blyndeth fo many one 
That in gode fepth § trowe thad it be 
Che caufe greteſt of ſuche fcarfite 
Theſe phikoſophers (peken ſo myſtely 
In thiscrafte that meny can nat come therBp 
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fioz any wytte hat men map Gane now a dates 
They map Wele HaternasdoonJapes 6 
And in theire termps fettpn their Cuft and peyn 
But to theire purpos (hat they neuir attepn 
Aman map lightly lerne if he haue ought 
To multiply, and bryng his gode to nougtht 
Lo whiche a ducre is in this Worthy y game 
A mannys myrthe it Wok turne vnto grame 
And empte alſo grete and heuy purſes 
And maken folke foz to purchacecurſes 
Of them that haue theire gode to themlent 
D fp for fiaine tho that haue Be brent 
Alas can they nat fle the fpres hete 
ye that it vſe rede that ye itlete 
Left that pe leſe at for Bette than neuir islate 
Neuir to thzpue Were totons a date 
Thoutth pe profle euir neutz ſhal peit fynde 
pe Be as Golde as it bayerd the blynde 
Chat blundreth forth and parefca(tits none 
He is as bolde to rynne attaynſt a (tone 
Hs for to fo beſides in the wey 
So fare pe that multiply I fep 
Uf that poureepencannatfearigie | 
Loke that poure mpnodelache nat his ſittht 
for thoutth that pe Coke right Brode and (tare 
pe (Gal wynne neniz of that chaffare 
But afte alle that pe map rappe andrenne 
withdrawe the fyrekeſt it to faſt Brenne 
Medlith no moze With that arte Jmene 
oz if pe do pour thrifte is gone fulclene 
And right as foptie § wyl pou tefle Gere 
what philoſophers dydlin this matere 
Lo thus ſayth Arnolde of the newe foun 
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Hs Gis rofarp makith menctoun | 
He ſayth right thus Withouten any Cpe 
Ther map no may mercurp moztefp 
But if it Be With fis Brothershnowleespng 
Lo Gow that he whiche fir(t fapd this thyng 
Df philoſophers fadre has hermes 
He ſayth how that the dragondoutles 
Me dietG nat Butif that he be flapn 
With Gis Brothez and that is foz to fepn 
By the dragon Mercury and none otfhez 
He vnderſtondeth and brymſtone Ge Gis Hroticz 
Chat oute of folandluna Were y drawe 
Hnd therfoze ſayde he take Fede to mp ſawe 
Let no man beſy Gim this arte for to feche 
But fe the entencion andthe ſpeche 
D f phifofophers Snderftonde can 
Hnodtf Ge dohe isa Cede man 
Foꝛ this (cence and this konnpnt ſayd he 
(3s of the fecrete of fecretee parde 
Alſo ther as a dtfciple of plato 
Chat ona tpme fapde Fis mapftez to 
As fis Boke femoz worbere wytnes 
And this bas Gis demande ty ſothfaſtnes 
Cel me the name of that prpue (tone 
nd plato aunfWerde Snto Git anone 
Cake the (tone that Thitanes men name 
whiche ts that quod Ge matnacia is the fame 
Dapoe plato pe ſie is it thus 
This is ignotum per itnocius 
what is magnacia gode ſir Jyou prap 
Htisa water that is made J fap 
Df eLementes foure quod plato 
Cel me the rote ode {tz quod he tho 
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Df that Water tf it Se youre wylle 
Nap nap quod plato certepn' that J npéle 
The phifofopfers Were ſworne enericione 
Chat thep ſholde difcouez it to none 
Me ty no Boke i€ wryte ty no manere 
ffor Snto ttod it ts fo leef and dere 
ffoz Ge Wot nat that it dtfcouerpd Be 
out Wieve it lyketh to fis depte 
Wan toenfpire and eke vnto defende 
Wian that him lyketh Co thisis the ende 
Than conclude § thus ſithen that god of heuyn 
Me Wol nat the philoſophers neuyn 
How that aman (Hal come Suto this ſtone 
j rede ad for the beſt Cet it Hone 
Foꝛ who fo makith fod fis aduerfarp 
As fo2 to Worke any thyng in contrarp 
Df his wylle. neutz ſhal Getirpue 
Though that Ge multiplye terme of Fis lyue 
Gnd there a popnte foz endpdis mp tale 
God ſende euery gode man Bote of fis Bale 

Here endith the taleofthecianonspeman —__ 
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Here bettynneth the tale 
of the doctoure of phifpke 

t Her was as tellith titus liuyus 
ã knyght that clepyd was hirgpnpus 

Ffutfilled of honoure and of worthynes 
Gund ſtronge of frendes andof richeſſe 
A douttites had this knpyit Bp Gis wyf 
Mo children Gadde Ge mot al bis lyf 
Fayre Was this mapde of evcetfentBeaute 
Aboue euery wight that men myght fe * 
ffoz nature hath With ſouerayn diligence 
Fourmed her tn ſo grete evcertence 
As though (Ge wolde ſayloh nature 
Thuscan fourme and peynte a creature 
Wijan hat me kyſt whocan me contrefete 
ppamateon nat though Ge forte andBete 
sD 2 graue o2 peynte foꝛ J daz Wele ſayn 
Apekles zanzis (Golde worche in veyn 
Co graue o2 peynte or forte oꝛ Bete 
If they prefumed metocountrefete 
ffoz he that is the fourmoure principatte 
Hath made me his Spcare teneratle 
Co fourme and peynte erthtp creatures 
Kight as me kyſt for atte tipng inmpcureis 
Vndre tie mone that map Wane and wave 
And for mp Werke nothyngt WwolG ave 
My Corde and h Be fullp of accorde 
J made fer to the worſhippe of my lorde 
D0 dof alle mpn offer creatures . 
Df what coloures thep Ge o2 what figures 
Chus ſemyth me that nature Wolde fap 
Chis mapde has of twelue pere atte and twey 
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Gy whiche that nature Gad ſuche delyte 
For right as fe can peynte a lyly White 
And rodp asa vofe with fuche pepnture 
She pepnted Gath this noble creature 
D2 {Hie as Born Spon fer Cpmes fre 
where as by right ſuche covonres ſholde Be 
And phebus dyde had his dreſſes grete 
Lyhke to the ſtremys of his burnyng hete 
And if that excellent thas Ger beaute 
A thouſand folde more bertuous was ſhe 
Bn Ge2 ne dachith nocondiciony 
That is to prpfe as Bp diſcrecioun 
As Wele in body asin gooſt chafte was (Ge 
Foꝛ whiche (Ge flozed ty Sirtpnite 
with alle Gumplite and abſtynence 
Wich alle atemperaunce and pactence 
With mefure eke and Berpng of aray 
Difcrete fhe asin aunfWerpne alwey 
She was as wyſe as patfas dare J ſeyn 
Her facunde eke ful womanſy and plepn: 
Mone countrefetpd termes hadde ſhe 
Co femme Wpfe Gut after Ger dedre 
Die fpake and alle fer wordes moze and leſſe 
So wnyng ty bertue and in gtentylneſſe 
Sbame faſt (Ge was in maydens ſhamefaſtneſſe 
Conſtant in herte and euir in Befpneffe 
To dryue fez oute of ydle ſtotardye 
Bacus hadde of fez mouthe no maiſtrye 
Foꝛ wyne and youthe doth Senus encreſe 
As men ty fyre wol caft oyle o2 Hrece 
And of fez otbne SereueSnconftrepned 
She hath ful ofte tymes Ger fehe fepned 
Foꝛr that (Ge wolde fie the company 66 

it 
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where lykely as to treten of foly 
Asis at feſtes reucties and daunces 
Chat Been occaftouns of daltaunces 
Suche thynges make childrey foz to Be 
Co fone rype and bolde as men may fe 
whiche is ful parfous and Gath been poze 
froz aile to fone map ſhe Cerne the Coze 
LD boldneſſe whan ſhe ts wexen a wyf 
Gnd pe maſtreſſes in youre olde lyf 
Thatlordes doughters haue iy gouernaunce 
Me tabith of mp wordes no diſpleſaunce 
Thynke that pe Been fet in gouernynttes 
O { Cozdes dougtiters onfp foz tho thyntzes 
IE tiiez foꝛ to haue kept poure honeſty 
D2 effes pe haue fallen ty freelte 
And knoe hele ynoutth the ofde daunce 
Gnd haue fozfake fultp myſchaunce 
ffoz eutrinoze, therfore for cviftes fake 
Co teche chen bertue loke that pe nat flake 
a theef of Senpfoun that hath fo2tafe 
His Cicourefneffe and Gis ofde crafte 
Can hepe a fozeſt Beft of anp man 
Mow hepe them Wele for and pe Wolf pe can 
Loketh wele to no byce that pe affent 
Left pe dampned Be for youre euipl entent 
ffoz io ſo doth a traptoure is certayn 
And tahitG hede of that § ſhalle ſeyn 
SD f a€fe treafon fouerapn peftitence 
Is whan a wight Betrapeth innocence 
pe faders and pe moders eke alſo 
Thoutth pe Gare children Be it one or mo 
poure ts the chartte of alte theire furruepaunce 
whiles thep Seen Sndve poure fonernaunce 
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Beware if by enfamples of pouz lpuy ne 
D2 by poure neglegence ty chaſt yſyntt 
Chat tdey ne perpſſhe for Hoare wele fep 
(if that hep dope ſhal ttdereabepe 
Vndre a ſhipherde ſoft and neglegent 
The wolf Gath many a ſhepe andlambe to rent 
Suffifeti enfamples ynough as Gere 
froz J muft turne apen to mp matere 
This mapode of Which J tevte evpre ffe 
She kept her fetf ſhe nedpd no mapfl reffe 
ffoz ty her lpuyng mapdens mpeit rede 
sin a Boke eucrp gode word ty dede 
That Congith toa mapde vertuous 
Sie has foprudentand fo Bounteous 
for whiche the fame oute {prong onenerp ſyde 
Bothe of fez Gounte and of fez Beaute wyde 
Chat through the Ponce thep prpfe Ger echone 
That Coued Bertue faue enup afone 
That ſory is of other mennys were 
And tilade is of Gis fozolbe and SnGete 
Chis doctoure makith this difcripcioun 
This mapde on a dap Went to the toun 
Towarde the temple With fer modre dere 
sis of pont mapdens the manere 
Now Was there a tuftice in the toun 
Chat gouernoure bas of that rettioun 
And fo befpl thts iuge fis eyn caſt 
Wpon this mapode aupfpng Ger ful faſt 
As ſhe camfort Bp there the tute (tode 
Anone fis herte faungedandfismodve 
So Was Ge caught Witt Beaute of this mapde 
And to fim ſelf ful prpuetp Ge ſayde 
Chis mapde ſhalbe mpy for any may fs 

4 
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none the feende into Gis herte rar 
And taughte Gir fodenlp Bp What (lige 
The mapoden tofits purpos wynne fe myght 
ffor certis By no force ne Bp no mede 
Him thoughte Ge as nat aBle for to fpede 
froz ſhe Was (tronge of frendes andeke fle 
Confermypd Was tn fucte fouerapy Beaute 
That wele He wyſt Ge myght her nat wynne 
Hs for tomake fez With Her Bodp to fprine 
fFoz WHiche With Grete deCiBeracioun 
He fent after a chozle Wasin the toun 
The whiche Ge knewe ful ſubtel and ful Borde 
Chis tutte vnto this chorle His tale Gath tolde 
(Gn fecrete wyſe and made him to affure 
He (Golde tele it to no creature 
Andif fe dpd He ſholde keſe his hede 
whan affentpd was this curfed dede 
Glade thas the iuge and made Clade here 
And paue him peftes prectous and dere 
whan ſhapen Was al this confpiracp 
From popnte to popnte how that Gis lychery 
Parfourmed ſhold Be ful ſubtelly 
Hs pe ſhalle here it aftez alle opentp 
Home Goth this chorle chat hight Candpus 
This falſe iuge hat hight Appius 
So has his name foritis no fabee 
But hnolven fo2 an hiſtoryal thyng notable 
The ſentence of it ſoth is oute of doute 
This falfe iuge goth no falt aboute 
Co haſten His detpte atte that Ge map 
Bnd fo befyl fone aftez on a dap 
This fatfe tue as tellith Bs the ſtory 
As he Was Wont fat ty Gis confiftosp 
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And paue Fis domes Spon fondrp caas 
Chis falfe cHo2le car fortt a ful rete paas 
And fapdlo2d éf it Be poure Wy lle 
Hs dott me right Spon mp pptous bylle 
Gn whiche J pLep A Spon Sirginpus 
And tf Ge ol fap itis nat thus 
J wyl prene it and fpnde gode wytneſſe 
Chat ſoth is hat mp bylle Wol evpreffe 
Che iuge aunfwWerd of this in bis abſence 
§map nat peue diffinpte fentence 
Lete do calle him avd 4 Wol gladly Gere 
Chou (hale Gane right and no Wrong Gere 
Virttinyus cary to dere the iuſtice ple 
Gnd right anone Was redde this curfed bylle 
Che fentence was therof as pe ſhal fere 
Co pou mp loꝛd Apppus fo dere 
She with poure poure ſeruaunt Clandius 
How that a knyght callpd Sirginpus 
Apenft the fave and ayenſt alle equyte 
Holdith evpreffe apenft the wyl of me 
Opp feruaunt. whiche that is mp thralle Bp right 
whiche from mpy Goufe was ftolen ona np if 
whiles ſhe Was fulle pont I Wolit prene 
By wytneslord fo that pe nat greue 
She nps nat Gis doughter what foGe'fap 
wherfore mp lorde tuftice J pou prap 
xelde me mp thralle if it Be poure wylle 
Po this Was alle the fentence of this bylle 
Virttinyus tan Spon the choꝛle beholde 
But haſtely o2 Ge Gis tale tolde 
He Wofde a defendpd it as Forde a hnp ase 
Gnd Gp wytneſſe of manp a tree Wighe 
Chat able Was falfe hat fapdsis si! arp 

an 
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Thiscurfediute wolde no lentes tarp 
Nehere a worde moze of Sirgpnpus 
But pane Gisiugement and fapde thus 
GJ deme anone thts chorle Gis ſeruaunt haue 
Thou (Gale no lengere ty thy houſe Ger ſaue 
Go fette fez fozth and put Ker ty oure Warde 
This chozte (tal Gane his thralle thus abarde 
And Wan this worthy hnp wit Sirginpus 
Through fentence of thetuge Appius 
Muſt Bp force Gis dere doughter yeuyn 
Vnto the iuge in lychery tofpuen 
He goth him home and fet Gisy ty Gis Galle 
And tete anone Gis dere Oougites calle 
Bnd Wits a face ded as aſſhes colde 
Vpoy Fer humble face Ge tay beholde 
With faders ppte ftpckpng through bis herte 
Al Wot Ge nat from bts purpos conuerte 
Doughter quod he virginea Bp the name 
Ther Been to weyes other deth oz ſhame 
That thou muſt ſuffre allas that J Was Bore 
For neuir thou deſeruyſt Wherfoze 
To dpe With a ſwerde oz With aknypf 
D dere doughter whiche that alle mp tpf 
GGaue foftrpd Sp wits fuche plefaunce 
T Gat thou ne Were oute of mp'rememBraunce 
O doughter whiche that mp Caft Wo 
Hndin mp lyf mp laſt top alſo 
D gemme of chaftite ty pactence 
Cake thou thy deth for thisis mp fentence 
Foꝛ fone and nat foz Gate thou muſt Be dede 
My ppytous honde muft finpte of thy Fede 
Adas that enix Appyus the fep 
Thus hath Ge iuged the to dap 
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And tolde Bez al the caas as pe Bifore 
Paue herd it nedith co telle it no moze 
S mercy dere fadrequodthemapde 
And with hat Woꝛde ſhe bothe Ger armes leyd 
Aboute Fis necke as (He has Wont todo 
The terps braſt out of fer epen to 
And fapo gode fadre (Gal J Ope 
(is ther no grace is ther no remedp 
Map certis dere doughter myn quod fe 
Than yeue me leue fader mpn quod ſhe 
App det to compleyne alptet (pace 
ffoz parde ſepte parte Gis doughter grace 
ffoz to compłeyne o2 Ge Ger ſlow allas 
And god it wote nothyng was her treſpas 
But that ſhe ray Ger fadez for to fe | 
To Welcome Fim With Grete fofempnite 
And with that worde fie fp a ſpoune anoon 
Hnd after whan fer flvounpns was atone 
She rpfeth Bp and to fez fadez fapde 
Dip (feo Ge god that J (Gatte pea mapde 
pet me mp deth o2 that J Gauea (fame “it 
(oth With poure childe poure Wplle a Hoddes namie 
And Wits that word fhe prayeth ful ofte 
That With his ſwerde Ge ſholde ſmyte fofte 
And With that worde a foun doune fie fpe 
Heꝛ fader With a fozoufulle herte and Wplle 
Her Hede of fmote and by the top it hent 
And to the tute he paue it ty prefent 
Us Ge fat pet in dome tn in confiftozp 
Wian that the iuge it fate as ſayth the ſtory 
He Badde take Fim and Gante him alfo faft 
But right anone alle the people in thrafte 
To ſaue the knyght for routhe and for oe 

| im 



The tale of the doctoure of phifphe 

for hnowen was the fals iniquyte 
The people anon hadde ſuſpecte ty this thpny 
Bp manez of thischosleschalengpng 
That it Was By affent of Appius 
They wyſt wete that he Waslecherous 
forthwith vnto this appins thep tone 
Andcaft him ty prpfon and that anone 
Were as Ge (Lo him felf and claudyus 
Chat feruaunt was Unto this Appius 
Was dempo for to Be hanged vpon a tre 
But Sirtpnups of bis grete ppte 
So praped foz him that he as exiled 
And elles certis hadde Ge Ge begyled 
Cie remenaunt were honged both moze andfeffe 
Chat conſentyd Were to this curſedneſſe 
Here map pe ſe how ſynne hath his meryte 
Be Ware for no man wote how god wol ſmyte 
Gn no dettre ne in no manez wyſe 
Cie worme of confcience may ynough abttep fe 
Df wycked lyf though it fo prpue Be 
Chat no man Wote of But fod andhe 
Wijether that he Be Cede may o2lerpd 
He noot how fone Ge map be aferpd 
Cherfoze J rede pow this councepl take 
ftoz fake'{prnne oz ſynne pou fozfake 

o 

Here endith he phiſicyens tale 
And bettynneth he wordes of the Gooft 

© Vrehooſt tan ſwere as Ge were wode 
, Haro quod he By naples and by Bode 

This was a fats theefacurfediuftpfe 
As (iamefutte deth as Gerte can deupfe 



The provottue of the Pardonere 

Come to thiſe fals iuttzes and theire aduocates 
Allas thts (ep mayde ts ſtayn allas 
Allas to dere aboughte (Ge Ger Beaute 
wherfore fap that alle men map fe 
That peftes of fortune and of nature 
Been caufe of deth of many acreature — 
Her Beaute was Ger deth G dar Wele ſeyn 
atlas fo pptouf€p as fie was ſlayn 
But herof Wot § nat proceve as now 
Men Gane ful ofte moze Garme than prow 
But trulp mpy owne mayſter dere 
This is a pptous tafe for to here 
But meuirtheleſſe paffe ouir is no force 
§ prap to Hod fo faue thy gentyl corps 
And thyn Srpnates and tip tourdepns 
Thyn ppocrasandehe tip galiens 
And euery boyſt futte of Lectuarp 
God bliſſe them af and oure Cadp feint mary 
So moot fj the tou art a propp2 nan 
And lphe a prelate Bp feint da myan 
Thou Gaft fpoke ynoutth J can nat fep in terme 
But tele h ote thou makp(t mp herte toerne 
That § almooft haue caught a cardpacte 
Bp cozpus dominus But if § haue erpacte 
D2 elles a draughte of coznp mop(tp ate 
M2ButGGereanonamerptale = 
My herte isloft foz ppte of this mayde 
Thou bela my thou ſJohn pardonere fe ſayd 
Tel Ss fom myrthes oz tapes ritit anoon 
It fRatBe do Ge ſayde Bp feint Runyon 
But firft quod Ge Gere at this ale ftake 
J Wok Gotfedrpnheandeteofacahe 

_ But right anooy thefe gentylles began tocry 



Tbe prologue of the Oardonez 

Nay Cet Fin elle Hs of no reBandrpe 
Cel Bs fo mozatte thyng that Wwe map Cere 
Soy Wpt and than Wol we gladely Gere 
(i fraunte pips quod Ge But J muft thynke 

| Ypon fom honeſt thyng whites that I drynke 

Here endith the Wordes of the fooft 
And bettynneth the pardoners profottue 

€ = Dardpnees quod fe ty chirche whan G preche 
Gj pepre me tofaue an Gaunten ſpeche 

And rpnge tt oute as rounde as Goth a Belle 
Jioz Scan bp rote alle that h tefle 
Opp teme ig eutrone and al wey Was 
hadix omnium maloꝛum eft cuptditas 
ſtirſt i pronounce whens that Hcome 
And than mp bylles fhe we | alle and ſome 
Dure liege tozoes ſeale on mp patent 
Chiat (Gewe | firft mp body to Warzent 
Ghat no man be foBolde ne preeft ne clerke 
Me to diftrouGe of criſtes holy Werke 
And after that telle J forth my tales 
Bulles of popes and cardynales 
Df patriarkes and byſſhoppes ſ ewe 
And in Catpn GZ fpeke Wordesa fewe 
To faffron With mp predicactoun 
End for to (tere men to deuocioun 
Thenne fGewe § forth mp lone criftacte' (tones 
P crammed in cloutes fulle of Bones 
Relphes thep Been as wene thep echone 
Chan Gane J tylaton a (Golder Bone 
whiche that Was of an holy ie wys ſhepe 
Gode men fap J take of mp woꝛdes kepe 



The prolottue of the Pardonere 

Gf that this Boon Be waſſhe in anp Welle; 
Gf how o2 calf ſhepe oz ov ſwelle 
Chat anp Worme hath ete o2 him (tong | 
Cahe Water of this Welle and waſſhe his tontfe 
And it is hole anone. andferthermoze — 
Df pockes and of ſcabbes and euery fore 
Shalle euerp ſhepe Be hole that of thts Welle 
DrpnketG a draught take hepe of chat celle 
(if that the gode man that the beſtes owyth 
Woleuerp weke o2 that the cok cropth 
ffaſtyng drpnke of this Welle a drautthte 
Hs that hoky Je We oure elders taughte 
His beſtes and Gis (tore fHalmultiptp 
And fires alfo it helyth ielouſye 
And though a may Ge fallen ty ielous rate 
Let mahe with this Water bis potatfe 
And neuir ſhalhe moze bis wyf myſtryſte 
Though Ge in ſoth the defaute Bp bez Wyft 
HC hadde (de take preftps tivo o2 thre 
Here isa metapy eke that pe map fe 
Hie that fis honde Wok put ty this meteyn 
He (hal Gaue multiplipng of Gis grayn 
Wian Ge Gath folben Ge it whete o2 otps 
So that Ge offre pens oz effesfrotps 
Gode nen and Women one thyng Warne J pou 
Gf anp wyght Be in the chirche now 
Chat hath done fynne fo orrible that Ge 
Dar nat for ſhame ſhryuen Be 
D2 anp thoman Be (Ge pont o2 ofde 
Chat bath p made Fez huſbonde cokeolde 
Suche folke (Galle Gane no power ne Grace 
To offre tomp refphesin this place 
Gnd who fo fyndeth ther oute of ſuche blame 



Tbe prologue of the Oardonez 

Compe Sp and offre fy goddes name 
And J affople ther Bp the auctozite 
Suctie as Bp Bulle ae graunted to me 
Bp this gaude Gane JI bonne many a pere 
Hn Gundred marke fithey j as pardonere 
Gj ſtond lphe a clerke in mp pulpet 
And whanle wde people Be doun p fet 
J precie foas pe Gaue Gerd bifore 
And telle an Gundred falfe tapes moze 
Than pepne J me to ftretche forth mp necke 
Andelt and weſt Spon the people § Hecke 
As dot§ a doue ſyttyng Spon a Berne 
Op Gondesand mp tonge goth fo perne 
G hat it istope to fe mp Befpneffe 
Df auarice andof fucte curfponeffe. 
(is alle np prechpng to make them fre 
Topeue theire pens and namelp Snto me 
ffoz mpy entent is nat But foz to wynne 
And nothyng foz cozrecttoun of fpnne 
J veche nat Wian that they Ge Berped — 
Though thetre foules tone a blakeberied 
frozcertis fulle manp a predicactoun 
Sownyth ofte tpme of eupl entenctoun 
Son for plefaunce of folke and foz flaterp 
To Been anaunfed By ppocrpfp 
And fon for Sepne glorye aud ſom for Fate 
ffoz han J dare not othe2z Weprs debate 
Chan Wol ftpng them With mp tong ſmert 
(In prechyng fo that thep ſhalle nat aftert 
CoBe otffamed falſely tf that Fe 
Hath trefpaced othe2 to mp brethery oꝛ to me 
froz doug | celle nat Gis propre name 
Men fGatie Weve hnorve that it is the fame 



The provotue of the Pardonere 

Bp ſynes oz Gp otfer circumſtaunces 
Thus qupte J folke that doth Hs difpleafaunces 
Thus fpptte§ oute mp benym vndre Fete 
Df Gofpneffe to feme holy and trewe 
But ſhortly mpn entent wol deupfe 
G preche of no thyng But of couetyſe 
Therfore mp teame ts and euir as 
Radiy omnium malozusy eft cupiditas 
Thus gan J preche the fame Spee 
To fucte as Ge S(png tiie ſynne of anarice 
But though mp ſelf be gylty iy that ſynne 
petcan§ make otfer fotve to tlbprne 
From auarice, and foze them to repente 
But thatis nat mp pryncipalle entertte 
Gpreche no thyng but fozcouetpfe 
Df this matere tt outfit pnousth fuffife 
Chan teble J them enfamples many oon 
Df ofde ftozpes long tpme afoon 
For lewde people Cone tales olde 
whiche tipntescan thep Wee reporte and Golde 
Wat trolb pe Whikes that J map preche 
End for to wynne Golde and ſyluer for to teche 
That J Wolfpue in pouert wylfully 
Nap nap J neuter thoughte it erulp 
Foꝛ J Wol preche and begtte tp fondrp Condes 
J pe nat do nolaBoure With mpn hondes 
Ne make Bafhettes and lyue therby 
Bicaufe J wolle nat Bette ydelly 
Jwolle none of the appoftetes countrefete 
§ Wol fae money. wole chefe aud whete 
Atte Were it peuen of the poureft patte 
D2 of the poureft wydowe in a vylkatze 
Al ſholde Ger children fterue foz fampn 



Te prolotzue of the Pardone⸗ 

Nay J Wol drynke the licoure of the wyn 
And Gaue a ioly wenche ty euery toun 
But Gerkneth lordynges ty conckuſioun 
poure fphpn¢ is that J muft telle a tale 
Mob IGaue dronke a draugbte of coznp ale 
By ttod IGope § Galle tet you a thyntt 
That (Galle Bp reafon be at youre kynyng 
For thoutth mp ſelf Ge a fulSpcioufe man 
G mozalle tale pet 4 pou tefle can 
whiche J am Wont foz to precie and alfo wynne 
Now Golde poure peas mp tale J Wol begynne 

Here enditG the pardoners provogue 
Gnd Begpnnetd bts tale 
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Df pont folhe that hauntedyn foly 
As ryotte hazarde ſtewys and tauernys 



The tale of the Pardonez alent 

where as With Garpes lutes and Upternes 
They datince and plep at the dpce both day g npHie 
Andetpn alfoand drpnken aboue their mpyie 
Thrugh woiche thep done the deuyl facrifice 
Within the deuylles temple in cur fed wyſe 
Che ſuperfluytees abhbomynable 
Theire othes be ſo grete and ſo dampnable 
Chat it is gryſely for to here them ſwere 
Oure blyſſedkordes body theptotere ss. 
Chewy thougic the ie wys rent him nat ynough 
And eche of ther at offers ſynne lougth 
And right anone cam in the tombleſterys 
Fetys and ſmale and yong fruteſterys 
Syngers with harpes ba bors wafrezys 
Suche as Been berry the deuylles officerys 
Cokpnoe? and blowe the fyres of Cycheap 
That is annexed vnto sfotonp . 
The holy wryte take J to wytneſſe 
That lkychery isin wyne and in dronkneſſe 
Lo job that dronkyn loth Sukpnodetp 
Lap Bp Gis doughters tho Su wetyngly 
So dronke fe has fe npft What fie Wrouttht 
And therfoze foze repente him outfit 
fhe rodis who fo Wpt the ftozpesfeche } 
Chere map pe lerne and by enfample teche 
Wijan Ge of pre as replete at the feſt 
Kigttht at Gis owne table paue fis Geeft 
0 fee the Baptpft hohn ful gyltles 
Seneke ſayth eke gode wordes doutles 
He ſayth he can no difference fpnde 
Betty a nay that is oute of his mynde 
And a man whiche that is dronble we 

But that wodenes fatlenin a ſhrewe 
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Perſeuereth Centere than doth dronkneſſe 
sD ute glotony ful of curfeodneffe 
sD caufe fir(t of oure confuftoun 
O oꝛigpnalle ſynne of oure dampnactoun 
Cylcrifte hadde Bought Ds With his blode attapy 
Lo hold dere ſhortly for to ſeyn 
A bought Was this curfed velony 
Coꝛrupte was al this woꝛlde throutth lotony 
Adam oure forn fadre and Gis wyf alſo 
fivo paradiſe tofaBoure and to wo 
Were dreupn for that vyce itis no drede 
ffoz whiles that Adan faſtyd as i rede 
He Was in paradtfe and ian that fe 
Ete of the frute defended on the tre 
Anone Ge as oute caft to Wooand pepne 
D glotony on the outfit Bs Wele to plepne 
O wyſt aman Gol manp maledies 
froo wwe of evceffe and of #lotonpes 
He (Golde be the moze meſurable 
D f dis dpette ſyttyng at Gis table 
Allas the ſhorte throte,the tendre mouthe 
Makith that eft and welt noztG and ſouthe 
Gn erthe ty epre tn atez men to ſwynke 
Co gete a gloton deynte mete and drynke 
O ponte of this matere Wele canſt thou entrete 
Mete vnto wombe and wombe eke vnto mete 
Shal tod diſt roye bothe as poule ſeyth 
Allas a foule thyng it is by feyth 
To fap this worde and fouler is the dede 
whan men fodrpnhité of tie whyte and rede 
That of fis throte fe makitG His prpue 
Through that curfed fuperfinpte 
The appoftel Weppnt ſayth ful pptoufep 



, The tate of the Pardonere 

Ther walkyn many of whiche pou tolde haue) 
G fap it now wepyng with pytous Sopce 
That they Been enymeys of criftes cropce 
Df whiche the ende is deth wombe is their fod 
D WomBeoBefpoftpnkpngcod 
sulfplled of donge and of cozrupcioun 
At eyther ende of the foute to the foun 
Hold grete coft and laboure is the to fpnde 

Cheſe cokes. Hold they ftampe ftrepne and rynde 
Hnd turne ſubſtaunce tuto accident | 
Co fulfplle alle thp Cpcozous talent 
Dute of the Garde ones knoken they 
The marp for thep caft naught abep | 
That map to through the golet foft and fote 
Df fpicerp of leuys Garke and rote 
Sfial Be his faufe pmade By delyte 
Co make him pet a newe appetpte 
But certes Ge that haunteth ſuche delices 
(5 Dede Whiles that he Cpueth tn the vyces 
Alycherous thpng is wyne. andodronknes 
(is fur of (trpupne and of wrechidnes 
O dronken man dif figured ty thy face 
Soure ts thp Grethe foule art thou toenBrace 
And througs thy dronken nofe ſowneth ip fon 
As though thou fapoeftap fampfonfampfon 
And pet god wote fampfon dranke neuir no wyne 
Thou faleyſt as it Were a ſtycked fWpne 

Thy tony ts loft and alle thyn Foneft cure 
ffor dronhneffe is Serzp ſepulture 
Of mannps Wptte and fis diſcrecioun 
Jy whom that drynke Gath dominaciony 
He cay nocounfeplhepe itis nodrede — | 
Now kepe pou fro the White and fro ui rede 

it 
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Namely fro the whyte wyne of Lepe 
Chatis to felle in Brpotte (trete 02 tn chepe 
This wyne of fpapne crepith ſubtelly 
(in otficz wynes ttrowyng faſt Sp 
Of whiche ther riſeth ſuche fumoſite 
Chat whan a man Gath dronke drautzhtes thre 
And wenpt that he Be at Home in chepe 
He is in fpapne right at the tony of Lepe 
Slat at rochel neat burdeux toun 
And than wolhe fap fampfory fampfoun 
ut herk nett kordynges one worde § pou prap 
That alte the fouerapne actesdar J fap 
SD { Dictozpes in the ofde teftament | 
Through Verzp fod Hat is omnipotent 
Were dooy ty abjtpnence and ty prapez 
Lokith the byble and there pe may it fere 
Conith Attpwa the grete conqueroure 
Dyed in tits flepe with fOame and diſhonoure 
Bledyng ap at his noſe in dronknefje 
Acapdeyne ſholdelyue in ſobirneſſe 
Gnd ouir alte this auyſe pou vig wele 
What WascomaundedSntolamuefe 
Nat famuel But Camuel fap GB 
Kedith the byble and fynde it evpreffetp 
Df wyne peupne to them that Hane iuſtice 
Somoze of this for it map fuffice 
a Nono that Ihaue fpoke of glotony 

Sow Wot Jdefende pou haſardry 
Ha ſardry is Derzp modve of leſynges 
And of difcepte andcurfed fverpnttes 
Blaſphemye of crifte manflaugitez and wafte atfo 
Df catel and of tyme and fecthermo 
It is vepreef andcontrarp of honoure 



The tale of the Pardonere 

4Fo2z to Be Gofden a comon fafardoure 
Andentr the Higher that he ts ty eftate 
The moze he ts Holden de folate 
Gf that a prynce Sfe haſardry | 
In afte gouernaunce and atte policye 
He is as Bp comon opunpon | 
p Gotde the laſſe in reputacioun ant 
StplGone that was holde a wyſe enbaſſedoure 
was fent intocozpntfe With grete honoure 
fFro calidon to make them alfiaunce 
And Wan fe cam him happyd this chaunce 
That alle the greteſt that were of that conde 
Plepntt at the Gafard Ge them fonde 
frox whiche as fone as that it mpage Be 
He (tale Him home apen to fis countre 
And fapde there Wpel J natkefe mp name 
G Wof nat take on me fo rete defame, 
pou foz affpe to none ha ſardours 
Sendits other wyſe enBaffadoures 
for By mp troutije me Were lpuer dpe 
Than J pou to Gafardoures fiovde afepe 
for pe that Been fo gloꝛious in fonoures 
Shalle nat alpe pou to noGafardoures 
As by mp wykle ne as Bp mp tretpe 
To this wyſe philoſopher thus ſayd fe 
Lohe ehe thou to he kpng demetrpus. - 
The kpne of parties as the Boke fapth Gs 
Send him a pepre of dyce of tofde in ſcorne 
Foꝛ Ge hadde fed Gafarde ther bifory | 
Foꝛ whiche he helde Gis glory and fis reuoun 
At no Satue oz teputacioun — | 
Lordes myttht fynde offermanez plep 
Honeft ynough to depue che dap albep — 

4 
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ti «= DW Wol I fpehe of otfies falſe and grete 
4 worde 02 two as manp Bokes trete 

Grete ſweryng is a thyng abhomynable 
Hund falfe ſweryng is a tyyng moze reprouable 
Cle hitth god foꝛbade ferpng atalle 
Wpineffe of Mathew Hut in ſpecialle 
SD f ſweryng ſayth Gotp ſeromy 
Thou (date (Were ſoth thyn othes and nat lye 
Put [were in dome and in rightwyſneſſe 
But ydel (herpngioa curſydneſſe 
Beholde and fe that iy the firſt table 
Of tiie Gig goddes Geftis honourable 
Sow that the feconde heeſt of him is this 
Wake nat mp name in poetneffeamps 
Lo rates Ge forbedith fuche ferpng 
Chay homycide o2 anp othez curfed thynt 
Gj fap as by ozdre thus it ſtondith 
Tits knowe thep that his heeftps vnderſtondeth 
Holb that the feconde heeft of god is that 
And fecthermoze § Wo the telle at plat 
That dengeaunce (Halle nat parte from the Goufe 
Chat of hts othes ts to outrageous 
Ey bp goddes precious Gert and Gis naples 
And bp the blode of crifte that in hayles 
Deupy is mp chaunce and thpy is ſynke and trep 
{Fp trodes armes tf thon fakſty prep, 
Chis datitar Halle througth thyn Gerte to 
Chis frupte comyth of the Bectied Bones two 
Forſweryng ive falfneffe and homycide 
Nor foꝛ the Coue of criſte that for Ds deyde 
Letptt) poure othes bothe grete and (mate 
ffoz criftes fake and herkneth mp tale 
Theſe rpottouzes thre of whiche J terfe 



The tale of the Pardonere 

Lontf oz to prpme Were rong anp Belle 
Were fet then in a tauerne to dtpnke 
And as they fat thep Gerda belle clpnke 
Difoze a cozs Were caried to his traue 
That one of them tan calle to his hnaue 
Go Bet quod Ge and ave redily 
WHat corps is this that paſſeth forth Gpe 
Hnd Coke that thou reporte Gis name wele 
Sit quod the Sop it nedith neuter a dele 
It as me tolde o2 pe cam Gere t wo oures 
He has parde an ofde fekowe of poures 
Al fodentp was he ſtayn to nyght 
For dronke as he fat on Gis benche Sprit ft 
Cher cam a prpup thief men clepe deth 
Chat ty thiscountre alle the people ſteth 
And With Gis ſperehe ſmote Gis herte atwo 
And Wen fis wep withoute wordes moo 
He Gath a thoufand frepn this peftitence 
And mapftez o2 pe come ty Gis prefence 
Me thynketh it Were neceffarp 
froz to Be Ware of fuche an aduerfarp 
Deth is redp for to mete him enitmoze 
Thus taught me mp dameG fap no moze 
A ſeint mary ſayd this tauernere 
Che chitde ſayth ſoth for he hath this pere 
Hens ouir a mple ſleyn in a grete vylkagte 
Bothe may and woman childe hyne and pate 
(J troe fis habitacioun Be there 
Coe aupfeo rete wyſdome it Were 
Dz that fe dyd a man a diſhonoure 
pe goddes armes fapde this ryottoure 
Ys tt ſuche peryl With him for to mete 
g (atte Fim ſee Bp wep andehe By fteete 

, i ny 



The tale of the Mardonez 

(J (Galle him fle Bp Hoddes digne Bones 
Herkpy felowes We Ge thre alle onps 
Let ectie of Ha Become offers Brother 
And eche of vsſholde Sp Gis honde to otfer 
Gnd We ol fre this traptoure deth | 
He (Gal Ge ſtayn Ge that fo manp ſleth 
Yop goddes dignpte or it Be nyght 
Co gydder Gane thefe thre theire trouthes plighe 
Colpue and dp eche of them with other 
Gs though Ge were Gis one Borne brothe⸗ 
And Dp they ſtert atte dronke ty this rage 
And forth they gone tolbard that Spflage 
Df whiche the tauernez Gath (poke biforn 
Gnd manp a trp (Cp othe Gane they (worn 
Anodcrijtes bliſſed body they to zen€ 
Deth ſhalbe ded if that He may Be Gent 
whan thep Gane toon nat fulip a myle 
Kittht as they wolde Gane gore ouir a ſtyle 
Hy olde man anda poure With them mette 
Chis ofde man ful mekelp chem grette 
And ſayd thus Cordpuctes god pow fe 
Che proudeft of thefe riottoures thre 
AnfWerd What chozle With Garde grace — 
why art'tGou alle for wrapped faue tip face 
why Cpueft thon fofong in fo grete atte 
This ofde man Kan Coke in theĩre vyſatte 
And fapde thus foz J cay nat fynde 
G may though J walke into pnde 
MNep thier tn cpte ne in vyllatte 
Chat Wot chaunge bis youthe for myn ate 
Gud therfore muft Ihaue mpn ate ſtylle 
Aslong tyme as it is goddes wytle 
Me det atlas Wot nat haue mp epf 



The tale of the Pardonere 

Thus walke J lphe a reſtles caytyf 
And on the grounde whiche is mp moders fate 
Ghnoke With mp (taf erly andfate : 
And fap to fez Leue modre let me ty 
Lo Gol J Sanp(fGe fleſſhe Biode and fkpy 
Atlas whan (Galle mp Hones Be at zeft 
Moder With pou wolde J haute mp cheſte 
That in mp chambrelong tpme Gath Ge 
pe foz an fetze cloute to Wrappe ty me 
Hut pet tome pe Wok natdo that trace 
ffor vͤhiche ful pale and Wrechpdis mp fac 
And fires to pou it 6 nocurtefp 
Tofpeketoanofoemanelonp 

But Ge trefpace other in worde o2 dede 
pe map poure ſelf in Golp wryte rede 
Ayenſt ay ofde man Goze Spon fis Fede 
pe fdofde arpfe wherfore J pou ꝛede 
Me dotG to none ofde man haꝛme now 
Nomoꝛe than pe Wolde men dpd topou 
Gnatetfpefiotdefongeabpoe = 
And tod Be With pou Where pe Fo o2 rpde 
G muft go thider as J Gane to d0 4 3 
Nay ofde chozle Bp tod thou ſhalt nat fo 
Sapyde this otfez haſardoure anoon 
Thou parteft nat ſo lyghtly by feintfoin 
Thor fpaheft right now of thattraptoure det 
That in this countre alle oure frendes fletG 
Haue Gere mp trouthe thou arte Gis afpp 
Cel where Ge ts 02 thou ſhalt it aby 
Bp od and Bp the holy facrement 
Foꝛ ſhortly thou arte one of Gis affent 
Co fle Ss pong fotke thou fats theef 
Mow fires quod he tf ite pousteef 

li fry 



The tale of tHe Pardoner 

To fynde deth turne Sp this croked wey 
ffo2 in his froue Ihim ſawe laſt Bp mp fey 
Vndre a tre and there Ge wol abyde 
ffoz poure Booft Be wol no tipnt him hyde 
Se pe that ohe right there pe ſhal him fpnde 
God faue pou that boughte attayn mankynde 
And you amende thus ſayd this olde man 
And euery of theſe rvottoures ra 
Cpl thep came to the tre and there they fonde 
Df flozepns fpne golde pcopned rounde 
wele uygh an eyttht buſſhelles as them thouttht 
No lenter than after deth hep ſougthte 
But eche of thes fo glade Was of that fitiie 
ffoz that the floreyns fo faire Were and brittht 
Chat they fat bp the precious hoꝛde 
Che worſt of them Ge fpake the firſt worde 
Brethery quod he take kepe What h fap 
My wytte is grete though that J bourd and plep 
Chis trefoure Gath foztune Suto hs penen 
(in myrthe and tofice oure fpf to lyuen 
Andkyghtly as it compel fo Wol We ſpende 
Ey p Goddes precious ditftutte who Wende 
Co dap that We ſhold Hane fo fapre a grace 
But myght thts golde Be caried fro this place 
Home to mp Goufe andefies Snto poures 
Chay mydht We fap that it Were al oures 
Tay Were We in high felicite 
But truly Bp dap ic may nat be 
Men Wolde fap that we weze theups ſtrontz 
Gnd foz oure olbne trefoure doon Ss Fonts 
Chis trefoure muft Be caricd Bp nyght 
Hs wyſely and as fhittp as it mpuic 
wherfore Yj rede lee foke amonges Ss ale 



The tale of the Pardonere 

Drawe cutte Cet fe Where Hat it wolfatle _ 
He that Gath Che ſhorteſt cutte wits hert blythe 
Shal renne to toun and that fulle ſpythe 
To brynge Ss brede and wyne fulle prynely 
And to of Hs (Galle hepe fulle ſubtelly 
This trefoure wele andif fe wol nat tarp 
Whan it is nygtht be Wob this trefourcarp 
By one affent where as bolyſt heft 
That one of then Brought trae inhiofif—e 
And Bad ther drawe and Coke Whom on it Word fal 
And tt felle on the yongeſt of them alle 
And forth tolvarde tie toun fe ent anon 
Hund alfo fone ashe thas foon | 
That one of them {pake thus Snto that offer 
Thou Woteft ele Hou art mp flvozn Brothez 
Tip proufpe Wot | teile the right anoon 
Chou woſt wele that oure fela we is goon 
Hnd here is golde aud that ful Gvete plente 
Chat ſhalbe departed amongeshs thre 
But nathelesif I can ſhape it fo 
Chat tt departed Were amonges hs two 
{hadde § nat doon a frendes curne to the 
T Gat otfe2 anſwerd h not Gol it mytiht Be 
4 ote Wele the golde ſhalbe oures tivo 
What ſhal we fap What (Galle wedo 
Shalẽe it Be counceyle fapd the firft (Grete 
And h fGal te? the in wordes felbe 
What Wwe (Halle doand Brpnitte t€ wele aBoute 
VW fraunte quod that other oute of doute 
That by mp trouthe J wol the nat bewrey 
Now quod he thou woteſt wele We Be twey 
And tweyne of Bs fal ftrentez Be than one 
Loke Whan that Ge is fet thou right anone 



Tbe tale of the Pardonere 

Arife as thoutth chou woldeſt with him plep 
And h (Halle him rpue through, the ſydes tvep 
Whites thou ſtrotteleſt Wits Gim in game 
And With thy dager Coke thou do the fame 
Than (Galle alle this golde departed Be 
Opp dere frende betwixte meand the 
Chan map We bothe oure kuſtes futfptte 
And piep at the pce right at oure olbne Wyle 
And thus accorded Be thefe (Greys twey 
Co fiep the thzidde as pe haue Gerd me fap 
Chis pontfeft whiche that Went Co the toun 
Tutle ofte in Gert Ge rollith Sp anddoun 
Che Beaute of thefe flozepns neweand bright 
O Corde quod fe tf fo Were eae G myght 
Al tits trefoure wynne tomp felf atLone 
Ther nps no man Hat Cpueth vndre trone 
LD f Hod that fFofdefpue as merp as 
Andat the laſt the feende oure enemp 
Put th Gis Gerte that Ge (Golde popfon Bep 
With whiche he mpHGe (ee Gis feta wes twey 
ftoz why the fend fonde him ty ſuchelyuyntz 
That Ge hadde leue Him in ſorowe toBrpng 
oz Chis as Seterfp Gisentent 
To fce they bothe and neuir to repent 
And forth fe goth ne lengere wolde Fe tarp 
Into the toun vnto an apotecarp 
And praped him that be wolde him fel le 
Don popfon that Ge myttht his rattes quelle 
And eke therwith asa polcat in his ha we 
Chat as he ſayd hiscapones hadde y ſta we 
And ſayde le Wofde wreke Fim if he myght 
D fdermpy that driſtroyed him Bp nyget 
Cie apotecazp aunfwerd thou ſhatt haue 



The tale of the, Pardonere 

A png as wyſely fod my foule faue 
Gn alle this worlde ther is no creature 
Chat ete and drynke of thtsconfecture 
Nat Gut che mountenaunce of a cozne of whete 
Chat fe ne {ial anoon his lyf forlete — 
pe ſterue Ge (Halle and that ty faffe while 
sD 2 thou Wplt to paſſyng half a mpte 
This popfon ts fo (tronts and fo vyolent 
This curſed may hath ty Gis herte t¢ Gene 
Chis popfon in a Bove and ſithen Ge ran 
Gnto the nexte ftrete vnto a man 
And borowed him Carte botelles thre 
And into the tweyn the popfon poured Ge 
Che thrtdde Ge hepte clene foz His drynke 

| Sot al nyghte fe (Hope Him for to ſpynbe 
Gn cariyng of this golde oute of thts place 
Hnd Whan this rpottoure With ſory trace 
Hadde fylled With wyne Gis grete Hoteles thre 
To his fela wes apen repaprett fe 
What nedith it to ſermone of it moze 
Foꝛ right as thep Gadde caft his deth afore 
Right fo thep haue Gisy (lepy right anoon 
And Wian this as done than ſpake that one 
Morb let Bs fptte and drynke andmake Ss merp 
And afterwarde We Wot fis body bery 
Gnd after Warde it happyd them per caas 
Co tahe the botel there the popfon was | 
Gnd draunke and pare bis feta we drynke alfo 
froz whiche anone they fterupn bothe to 
But certis J fuppofe that Auicene 
Wrote neuie ty no canoun nein no fenne 
Moꝛe Wondre fozowes of enpoyſonyng 
Chan hadde theſe wreches tivo in theire endyutz 



Go 

Te tale of the Pardonere 

Thus endyd Been thefe homycides tuo 
nd ehe the falfe enpopfonez alfo 
O cuzfed pn fulle of curfidneffe 
O traptouresfompcide o wyckedneſſe 
O glotony ofuyurp ofafardrp 
Thou BeafpGemez of crift with belony 
Und othes Frete of Sfate and of pryde 
Alias manhpnode how map it betpoe 
That to thp czeatouz whiche that the wrouttht 
Und Wits Gis precious blode the Sought 
Thou art fo falfe and foSukpnde attas 
Now gode men fod fozpeue pou pour trefpas 
Gnd Ware pou from the fpnneofauartce 
My holy pardoun map pou alle Warice 
30 that pe offre noBles 02 ftertintes 
Dor elles ſilueꝛ fpones broches o2 tpniftes 
Bowith poure hede vndre the fe holy bulles 
Competes Sp pe wyues offreth of youre wolles 
pouz names entze in mp role anoon 
Into the Bliffe of heuyn ſhalle pe toon 
J pou affopte Ep mp Fish polbez 
por that wol offze as cfene and as clere 
Hs pe Were Gore fo fires thus J preche 
And heſu criſt that isoure foules leche 
So graunte pou §is pazdon to refcepue 
Foꝛ that is beſt Wok pou nat decepue 
But fizes o worde fozttate J in mp tate 
(J Gane refphes and pazdon in mp mate 
As fapze as anp man inengfonde 
whiche Weze me peue Bp the popes honde 
(If anp of pou Wok of denoctoun 
D ffre andGaue mpy aBfolucioun 
Comptes forth anoon andbnetith here adony 



The tale of the Paroonere | 

And mehelp recepuet§ poure pardon 
Dz elles tahith pardon as pe Wende 
Atle newe and freſſhe ateuerp myles end 
So that pe offre alwey newe and newe 
Nobles or pers WAiche that Been gode and trewe 
gt is an honoure to eueriche that is Here 
Chat pe map Gaue a fufficient pardoneze 
Co aſſople pou ty countre as pe rpoe 
ffor auentures Whiche that map betyde 
ffoz parauenture tier map fatte one 02 two 
(oun of fis Gozfe and breke bis necke a tho 
Lohke whiche a furete tt is to pou alle 
That J ay iy poure felauſhip p fatle | 
Chat map affople pou bothe moze andlaffe 
Whan that the ſoule (Galle from the body paffe 
J rede that oure Gooft Gere ſtjalke beggynue 
Foꝛ be ts mooft enuolupedin ſynne 
Come forts fir fooft and offreth Gere anone 
And thou ſhakt kyſſe the relyckes euerichone 
pe foz a rote vnbocle anone tip purce 
Map nap quod Ge than Gaue I criſtes curfe 
Let Be quod Ge it ſhal nat Be fo theche 
Thon Woldeft make me to kyſſe thyn ofde breche 
And ſwere it were a relyke of a ſeint 
Though it Were With tip fundement p pepnte 
But Gp that croce whiche that ſeint eleyn fonde 
BJ Wolde h Hadde thy cofpons in myn Gonde 
Gn (tede of relykes ether of ſeynte wary 
Let cutte chem of J Wor helpe the them tocarp 
They ſhal be ſhryned ty an hogttes tord 
This pardoner aunſwerd nat a Word 
So wroth Ge was fe wolde no worde fap 
Now quod oure hooſt J ol no lenttere pley 



Tbe tale of the Pardonere 

With the ne Wits none other anttry man 
But rittht anone the worthy knyght Began 
whayn that Ge ſawe that alle the people lout 
Mo moze of this for this ts right ynough 
Sit pardones Be merp and glade of here 
Hndpe fir hooſt that be to me fodere 
Gprap pou that pe kp {fe the pardonere 
And pardonez § prap the dra We the neve 
Hndas We opolet Ssfauttic and plep 
Hnone hep kpffed and ryden forth thire wey 

Here endith the ardonerstate 
And begynneth he ſhipmannes tale 
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& Marchaunte ſomtyme Was at ſeint Denys 
That riche was ther fore men helde him wyſe 

A wyf he Gadde of excellent Beaute 
Andcompenable and reuelous was (Ge 



The tale of the Shypman 

Wwyhiche is a thyntt hat cauſeth moze difpence 
Thay Worth ts alle the chere and reverence 
Chat men then doon at feftes and atdaunces 
Sucie falutactouns andcountenaunces 
Paſſen as doth a fhadoWe on a Warle 
But Wo ts him that pap muft hoz afte 
The ſely huſbond altate Ge muſt pape 
He muſt So bothe clothe andeke arzap 
Atle foz Gis owne woꝛſhip fullle richely 
Gin Wijiche arzap We daunfe iolily 
And if that Ge nought pap parauenture 
Dz elles lyſt nat fucie fpences endure 
But thynketh itis waſtyd and p loft 
Than muft a nother pap foz oure coft 
Oꝛlene Bs Hovde and that is partous 
This nobie marchaunt helde a noble houſe 
ffor whiche he hadde fo Grete repepre 
ffor Gis targenesano foz his wyf was fayre 
That Wondre has Gut herkneth tomp tafe 
Amontte alle thefe geſtes gret and {mate 
Cher was a monhke a fapre may anda Golde 
(J trowe that threty wynter be as ofde 
Chat euir in one Was dra wyng to that place 
Chis pont monke that was fo fapre of face 
Aquepnted was fo With the Hode man 
Sithen that theire firſt bnowlege Gegan 
That in his houſe as famplier ashe 
Asitis poffthle anp frende to Be 
Yut fora ſmoche as this tode man 
Andeke this monke of whiche J bettan 
Were bothe two born ty one vyllage 
The monke Fim claymeth as for cofpnatte 
Gnd Ge apen ſayth nat onps nap 



Tbe prologue of the Shypman 

But has as lade therof as foule of dap 
ffoz to fis Gerte it was a rete plefaunce 
Thus Been thep hnptte With etern alliaunce 
Gnd eche of them tan otfer for toenfure 
D f brotherhede while that theire fpf map dure 
frre has dan John and namely of difpence 
Asin that Goufe and fulle of difptence 
To d00n plefaunce and alfo grete coftate 
He nat forgate to pene the Left pate 
(in alte that Goufe But after His degre 
He paue the lord and alfo his menpe 
whan that Ge cam for manez honeſt thyntt 
For whiche thep Were as glade of fis compntt 
As foute is fapy Wéen the fonne Sp rifeth 
Nomoxꝛe of thts foꝛ it ſuffiſeth 
But ſo befyl this marchaunte on a day 
Shope him to make redp Gis arzap 
Towarde the toun of bruges foz to fare 
To by there a poꝛcioun of Ware 
Ftor whiche Ge hadde to parps ſent anon 
Ameſſangere and praped hath dan Goin 
That he ſholde come to feintdenps and pley 
With bin and Gis wyf a dap o2 twey 
D2 Ge to Bruges went and alle wyſe 
This noble monhe the whiche J pou denpfe 
Hath of Gis abbot as him lyſt licence 
Dicaufe Ge basa man of Hiss prudence 
Hndeke an officere oute foz to rpde 
To fe theire graunges and theiz bernys wyde 
And to ſeint denys comyth him anone 
Wo has fo Welcome as my lorde dan ſhon 
Dure dere coſyn fulle of curtefp 
with him Ge broughte a hub of mavuefp 



The tate of the Sippman 

Andehke anotier fulle of fyne Sernatfe 
And Bolatple as Was his Sfate 
And thus (§ fete then ete Orpnke and pep | 
Chis marchaunt and this monke a dap o2 twey 
Che thvidde dap the marchaunte Sp riſeth 
And on Gis nedps fadep Fim aupfeth — 
And Sp to Gis counterfionfe goth Ge. 
Corebkne Wits Fim felf wele map Ge 
Df that pere Gow that it With Gin ſtode 
And Gord that fe diſpendyd Gad his gode 
And if enczefpd Ge Fadde 02 nooy 
{its Bohes and Gis Baghes manp one } 
He lkeyeth Bifozn him on Gis countyng Borde 
fFfulle ryche Was His trefoure and fis hoꝛde 
ffoz whiche fulle fafte fits countre Ge (Gitte 
Hndeke Ge nofde that no man ſholde himlette 
Of f Gis accountyng for the meame tyme 
And thus fe fat tpl it Was paſſed prpme 
Dan Goin Was rpfenin the mozowe alfo 
Hndty the gardyn Walhedtoandfro | 
Gnd ſayd his thynttes ful cozioufep - 
Chis gode wyf cam Walkpneg prpuef 
Into the ttardeyn there as he Walhed foft 
And him ſalued as (Ge Gath doon Ofte 
A mapoe childe cam tn Ger company . 
whiche as ſhelyſt fie map gouerne and type 
Foꝛr pet vndre the perde Was the mayde 
D dere coſyn mpn dan hhon fhe fapd 
What apleth pou fo rathe for to rpfe 
Nece quod Ge i€ ought ynough fuffife 
Fyue oures to flepe'onanptit 
But i¢ Were for ay ofde pated Wise 
As Geen thefe weddyd men that Cpe and ay 



The tale of ihe Shypman 

Asin a fourme ſytteth a Serzp Gare 
Were alle forſtrauttht With houndes grete and ſmale 
But dere nece Wip Coke pe nol fo pate 
Gj trove certis that oure gode man 
Hath poulaGBouredfithen the nyght Began 
Chat pou Were nede to re(te haſtely 
And With that woꝛde ſhe lough fulle merekp 
And With Gez one thought Weve alle rede 
Chis fapre wyf tan (dake her hede 
Gnd {apo thus pe god wote afte quod fie 
Nay cofpyit ſtondith nat fo With me 
ffoz Bp that fod that paue me ſoule andlyf 
(ip alle the reame of ffraunce ts ther no pf 
Chat laffe Cult hath to that fozp plep 
ffoz J map ſyng allas and Wel a wey 
That J Was Gorn But to no wight quod ſhe 
Dar h nat celle how it ſtondith With me 
wherfore J thynke oute of this Conde to wende 
D2 elles of mp felf to make an ende 
So fulle J am of drede andeke of care 
This monke began Spon this wyf to ftare 
Gnd ſayd allas mp nece fod forbede | 
Chat pe foz anp ſoꝛowe o2 for anp drede 
fiozdo poure ſelf But telle me pouz greef 
Parauenture h map in poure mpfchtef 
Counceypl o2 helpe and therfore tellith me 
Alle pouve annope for it ſhalle fecret Be 
ffo2z on mp poztiofe here J make an otGe 
Chat neuter in mp Cpf forleef neloth — 
MNe (Gal J of uocounfepl pou bewrey 
The fame quod fGe to pou G fap 
Bp fod and Bp his porthofe J pou ſwere 
Thoutth men Woe me alle to peces tere: 



The tate of the Sippman 

Me {dalle JneniztogotoGhelle = 
Bewrey one Worde of that pe me tetle, 
Mat foz nocoſynage noz attiaunce 
But Serifp for loue and affiauuce | : 
Thins Geen thep ſwore and therupon thep hyft 
And eche talkyd to otter What themlyſt : 
Cofpy quod Ge if that GGadve (pace 
As ghaue non and na mely ty this place 
Chay wolde g tetle a letzende of mp lyf. 
Wijat J Gaue fuffrid fitien J Was a wyf 
With mp GufBonde af be he pourecofpp —__ : 
Nap quod tits monke Bp god and Bp ſeint martyn 
He is no moze cofpy Suto me at 
Cian is the teef that hangith on the tre 
Iclepe him fo Bp ſeint denps of Fraunce 
To haue the moze caufe of acquentaunce 
Df pou Whom J Gaue fouyd fi pecially 
Aboue alle othez women ſiberly 
This ſwere J pou oy mp profeſſioun 
Celltth pour greef teft he come adoun 
And hyth pou and go a wey anon 
My dere koue quod fie omp day hhon 
Fulle feef Were me this counfepl tobpde 
Hut oute it muft it map nolengere abyde 
My huſbond is to me tije worſt man 
Chat euir Was fithen the Worlde began 
But fithen J am Gis wpf it ſytteth nat me 
Co telle no Wight of oure prpupte 
Nepther in Bedde ne in none other place 
Good ſhelde J ſholde tel it for Gis trace 
G wyf ſholde nat fap of bez GufBonde 
Mout alle honoure asGcanGnderftonde — 
Saue bnto pou thus moche j tetbe (Bakke 2 
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The tate of be Shypman 

As Gelpe me God Geis nat Wwoꝛth at al 
Gn no degre the value of a flpe 
But pet me greuyth mooſt hts nyttardy 
And wele pe Wote that Women naturallp 
Deſire tipnges (pve aſwele as d0 fj 
They Wotde that theire huſbonde ſholde Se 
Hardy and wyſe riche and therto fre 
And buxum to bis wyf and frefffie abedde 
But Bp that tlhe lord that for bs bledde 
ffor Hisdonoure mp felf foz to arzape 
G fondap neve J muft nedes pap, 
Gy hundred traunhes and elles § am Core 
pet Were §rpuez to Be vnboꝛe | 
Chan me Were do difclaundez o2 belony 
Andif mp GufGonde myght it (ppe 
Jj nere But Coft and therfoze h pou prap 
Lene me this fumme oz elles muft h depe 
{Dan Youn J fap Cene me this hundred franhes 
Paroe 9 Wok nat faple pou mp thankes 
Nf that pe lyſt todo that J pou prap 
ffoz at a certapn dap ($ Wok pou pap 
And doon to pou what plefaunce oz ferupfe 
Chat § map do right as pe lyſt deupfe 
And But ſ do god take on me Senfeaunce 
Gs foule as Gadde tenplpon of fraunce 
Chis gentyl monke aunſwerd ty His maner 
Now trufp mpy olbneladp dere _ 
J Gane on pou quod he fo Grete a routhe 
Chat J pow ſwere and pligse mp trouthe 
Chat han poure GufGon de is to fflaundres fare 
(J WoF detpuer pou/oute of this care 
Sroz J Wok Bzpnge por anGundrid frankes 
And with hat Wozrde Ge caught Ger bythe (Hank 



abe tale of the Shypman 

Andher enbracedhard and kyſſed fer of 
Goth nob poure wep quod he alle (tpl a nd ſoft 
Huoletisdpneasfoneaspemap 
fror Bp inp halendar it is prpme of the dap 
Goth nop and Beth as trewe as 9 ſhalbe 
Slob ebfes ttod fozbede fit quod fie 
And forth fiegothastolpasappe 
And Gadde the cokes that they ſholde hye 
So that men mpgiicopreatnone. 
Vp to her huſbond is this wyf gone 
Gnd bnochith at his countouz Bofotp 
Wijois there quod he. petpritamG 
Quod ſhe. what fir Gol tong Wolle pe faſt 
How lontt tyme wol ye rekyn and caft 
poure ſummes pouz bokes and youre thyntles 
Cie deuyl Gane parte of alle ſuche reͤnynges 
pe haue ynough parde of goddes fonde 
Come doun to dap and ket youre Bagyes ſtonde 
Ne Be ye nat aſhamyd that dan Goin — 
Shal faften atle this long dap tone — 
what let Hs gohere a maſſe and go dyne 
pe quod thts man lytel canſt thou deuyne 
Chie corioufe Befpneffe that We haue 
ffoz of Bs chapemen alſo ggod me ſauue 
And by thatlorde that ckpyd is ſeint y)e 
Scarcely among twyes ten twelue ſhalke ſhryue 
Contpnualtplaftpng vnto theire aße 
We map Wele make chere and gode vyſatte 
And drpue forts the worlde as it map Be 
Andkepe oure aftatety prpupte 
Tyl we Be dede o2 effes that Ie plep 
A ppltramatfe 02 toon oute of the hep 
And therfore Gane Igrete neceffite 8 
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Wpon this quepnte woꝛlde to aupfe me 
ffoz eutrmoze We muft ftonde ty drede . 
Df happe andfoztune ty oure chapemanhede 
Co filaundres Wol | go to mozoWe at dap 
andcomeapenasfoneasenit§map 
for whiche dere wyf § the Befeek 
As Be toenerp Wight Buyum and meke 
Hnd foz to kepe ouretfode Ge curious 
And honeſtly gouerne Wele oure houſe 
Thou Galt ynought in euery manez wyſe 
Chat toa ttixpftp houſholde map fuffife 
The Cachith none arzap ne noSptapte 
Df fpluez in thy purfe ſhalt thou nat fayle 
And wits that worde His counterdoze fe fjptte 
And doun he gots He Wolde no lenger Cet 
And haſtely a maffe was there ſayde 
Und fpeditp the cables Were Capde- 
Hndtodpnez faft hep them fpedde . 
And richely che chapman this monke fedde 
nd after dpner dan Join foBirlp — 
This chapman toke a parte propirtp 
And fapd him thuscofpy it ſtondith fo 
That Were J fe to Bruges Wol pe fo 
God and feint Auftpy fpede pou and gpde 
YJ prap you coſyn Wpfetp thider pe rpde 
Gouerne pou alfo Wele of poure dpete 
Attemperatly and namely tn thts hete 
Bet wi vte Ss tho nedith no ftraunte fare 
fiare Wele cofpn god ſhelde pou fro care | 
And if anp thpng Bp dap o2 Bp nyght 
Be ty mp power o2 in mp myght 
Chat pe me wolde comaunde iy any Wpfe 
Gt ſſakbe do right as ye wol deuyſe 
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One thpne oz hat pe toon if itmapibe 
J prap pou tofene tt Snto me : 
Ay Gundrid fraunkes for a webe or twey 
for certapn Beftps that ſ mult Bep 
Co ftore witha place Hatisoures 
God helpe me fo J Wofde it Were poures 
G (Gable natfapteofmpoap 
Mat for a thouſand frankes o mple Wep 
Kut fet his thyntz Be fecret I pouprap — 
Foꝛ pet this nytht this beſtys J muft Bepe 
nd fare now Wele mpn owen cofen dere 
Gramercp of pore cooft ard of poure chere 
Chis noble marchaunt and Gat anoon 
Aunſwerd and ſayde ocoſyn inyn dan hobn 
Now ſikerly this tea ſmakle requeſt 
My tholde is youres han that ye lyſt 
And nat only my golde But my chaffare 
Cake that pe lyſt tod ſhyld that pe (pare 
But one thpntt pehnowe wele prougs 
D f Gapmen that theire monep ts theĩr plough 
we map creaunce whiles We Gave a tame - 
Hut godeles for to Be it isa (Fame 
Pap tt apen Wan it lyth at poureeafe — 
After mp mpyse fapne wolde J pou pleafe 
Thefe hundred fraunches fette Fe forth anon 
Gnd pryuely Ge tohe ther today Johy 
No wittht of alle this onde wyſt of this fone 
Sauyng this marchaunt and dan ſohn alfone 
They drynke and fpehe and rome a White and pley 
Tpl that dan Johny rydeth to his abbey 
The morowe cary and forts rideth this marchaunt 
To flanders Ward Gis prentpce Bronte him auaunt 
Tyl Ge cam to Bruges wele and meritp 

kh in 
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Now goth his marchaunt wele and beſily 
Aboute his nedys and byeth andcreaunceth 
He nepther pleyeth at the dyce ne daunſith 
But asa marchaunte ſhoꝛtly to telle 
He Cedde his lyf and theire ( fet him duelle 
The fondap neve that this marchaunt Was agoon 
To feint denpsiscomen day Hho 
Witt crowne and Gerd alle treffiie and newe ſhaue 
(in alle this houſe ther nas ſolytel aknaue 
Me no wight elles But Ge Was ful fapne 
That my Co2d dan Gon Was come agayn 
And ſhortly to the poynte rigtht foz to goon 
This faire wyf accozdeth With day Shon 
Chat for Fistundrpd frankes Ge (Goldelat nyght 
Haue Kez in Gis armes Bolt Sp rigte 
And this accorde parfourmed is in dede 
(In myrthe alle nyght a beſylyf thep Cede 
Cpl itt bas dap thatdan John pede His Wwe 
And Gad the menp fare wele and Gaue gode dap 
Foꝛ none of then ne no wight in che toun 
Hath of dan GGon anp fufpecioun 
And forth Ge rpdeth home to Gis abbey 
Oꝛ where him Epft no moze of him fap 
This marchaunt whan that endpd was the fepre 
Co feint denps Ge can agapy repaire 
And with fis wpf Ge makith feeſt andchere 
And tellith ber thechaffare is fo deve 
Chat nedes muft Ge make achenefaunce 
froz Ge thas Bounde in a reconpfaurtce 
Co pap twenty thoufand fheldes anon 
Foꝛ whiche this marchaunt ts to paris gone 
To borowe of certapn frendes that fe Gadde 
Acertayn of frankesandfome With him Ge ladde 
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And whan that Ge as come into the toun 
ffozcheirteandtfreteaffectioun = 
Vnto day hohn Ge goth firſt him to plep 
Mat foz to axe ne boꝛowe of Gin monep 
But foz to wytte and fe Gis Welefare 
Bnd for to tefle him of Hischaffare 
As frendes d00n whan thep mete in fere 
Dan Ion him makith fefte and merp here 
And Ge him toloe fulle ſpecially 
How fhe haode Wete (pede andgeacioufep. 
Chanked Be god atte fool Gis marchaundife 
paue thatthe muft in afte manez wyſe 
Makpy a chewefaunce as for the beſt 
And tian fe ſtzolde be in ioy and reft 
(an hohn aunfiberdcertis J an fayne 
Chat pe tn hele ar come Gome agapn 
Andif that GY WererieasSGauehlis 
Df twenty thouſand ſheldes ſholde pe nat mys 
tio2 pe fokpnodelp this other dap 
Lent me Golde and as J can andmap 
Ithanke pou Bp god and by feint ame 
But natheles g toke it into oure dame 
xoure wyf at home the fametotoeapen 
poy poure Bence fie Wote ts Wee certapn 
Yop certepn tohenes that can pou telle 
Mow By poure feue J map no Centfere duckle 
Mure abGot wol oute of this toun anoon 
Andin his company muft J goon | 

Grete Wele oure dame mpn owen nece ſwete 
And fave Wele dere cofpn tpl we mete : 
This marchaunt whiche that was ful hare ⁊ wyſe 
Creaunced Gath and payd eke ty parife 
Cocertapy lumbardes redp in thetre Gonde 
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The foe of olde and tate of hem Gis Bonde 
Hnd Gome fe goth asmerp as a poppnffap 
For Wele fe knee fe (tode ty ſuche arzap 
That nedes mult Ge wynne ty that Spatte 
A tioufand fraunkes aBoue alle Gis coftate 
His wyf ful redp mette him at the Gate 
Gs (ie Was Wont of ofde vſage algate 
And alle that nyght in myrth thep Be fee 
ffor Ge Was riche and clerely oute of det 
whan it was dap the marchaunt gay enbrace 
His wyf alle newe and kyſt Ger ty Ger face 
And Dp be goth andmahits it fulle tongs 
Nomoze quod (Ge Bp God pe Gaue ynough 
Hnd Watounlyp With Gim fe pleped 
Cpl atte laſt the marchaunte thus ſayd 
Bp god quod he JamalptelWrothe — 
with pou mp wyf ace though tt Be me lothe 
And Wote pe Whip bp fod as I geffe 
That pe Gaue made a manez (traunteneffe 
Bet Wivte me and mp cofen dan hohn 
pe fflofoe Gaue Warned me or ſ Gad Foon 
Chat Ge Gadde pou an hundred fraunkes paide 
Bp redp tohen and helde him euplappated 
Foꝛ that J to him fpake of cheue ſaunce 
Me fempd ſo as by Gis countenaunce 
But neuirtheleſſe Be god oure heuyn bynt 
Ithought to aſkꝛe of bin nothyntz 
hJpray the wif do nomoꝛe fo 
Cel me nob o2 that h fro the goo 
If anp dettoure haue tp mpn aBfence 
ppated the left Bp tip netfetence 
J mppit him afke a thing that fe Gane pated 
This wyf Was nat afferde ne affrepde 
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But Boldly (Ge faide and that anoon 
Mary  diffp that fafs monke day hohn 
Yrepenatofhistoknesnenizadeee 
He toke me certapn golde that wote J ele 
Wiat, eupl thedom on his monkes ſnowte 
ffoz god it wote J Wende withouten doute 
Chat he Gadde peuenit me bicauſe of yon 
Co do ther Witt mpy Gonoure and my probe 
ffoz cofpnate and eke foz belychere 
Chat te hath Gadde fulle often tpmes Gere 
But fitien | feit ſtont in ſuche diſiont 
G Woraunf were pou ſhortly to the poynt 
pe Gaue no flathezdettoure Hanan gy 
ffor g Wok pap pouredifp = 
Jiro dap todap if fo Be that J fayle 
Jan poure wyf fcozeit Sponmptaple 
Gndeiles§ {hatte pap asfoneasenirAmap — 
For Bp mp trouthe Ihaue on myn arzap 
Gnd nat in aft beſtowed it euerpdeet 
And for Ihaue beſtowed it fo Wee 
ffoz poure fonoure foz goddes fake I fap 
Gs Be nat wrothe and let Ss lautth and plep 
pe (Galle mp ioly Body Gaue to wedde 
Bp trodde J ol nat pap pov But aBrdde 
Forgyue it me myn owne fponfe dere 
Turneth hethez mahith Bettre chere 

This marchaunt fale ther Was none offer remedp 
Hnd for to chide it Were Buta foly 
Sithen that thyng map noon otfer Be 
Now wyf he fatde and J forgeue it the 
Bnd by tip cif Be no moꝛe folarge 

_ Repe Geeter hp gode tia sgpne') the in chache Thus endith mp tale and godHs fende 
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Calpntt profs Suto oure lyues ende | 
Here endith the fipipmannestale 
And bettynneth the wordes of the Hooft 

W le fapdbp cozpusdominus faid oure hooſt 
Slob Cong moot thou faple Bp the cooft 

Chou gentyl mayſter gentyl marinere, 
God pene the monke a thouſand laſt quad pere 

tia fea Wes beware of ſuche a tape 
Che monke put in the mannps Kode an ape 
And in this wyſe eke Bp feine Guftpy 
Drawithh no monkes no moze to poure June 
out now pas ouir and lette Us fee aboute 
Yio ſhalle telle a tate firſt of atte this route 
H notijes tale and with that Wozde fe ſayde 
Ascurteftp as it Gadde be a mayde 
My Cadp prtoureffe Bp poure leue 
do that h wyſt h ſholde pou nat greue 
J Worde deme that pe telle ſholde 
& tale nevte if fo Were that pe olde 
Mow wor pe Houchefauf mp Cadp dere 
Gladly quod ſhe and fapd as pe ſhalhere 

Here endith the wordes of the Gooft 
Here betynneth che priouzeffes prokotzue 

Domine dominus nofter quasy admiraBile 
eft nomen tuum ty Sniuerfa terza, 
€ Warde oureLozde thy name euir maruefous 

(3s tn this Carte woꝛſde p (pred quod ſhe 
Foꝛ nat atle only on thp laude precious 
Parfourmpdis Bp men of di¢npte 
But Bp the mouthe of chifdren thp Bounte 
Parfourmed is for on the Breeft fobbpng 
Somtyme ſhewe thep thyn heriyntt 

- Wherfoze ty laudes as ſ can and map 
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Df theiand of the white lily floure 
whiche that the Bare is ajmapde al wey 
Co tele a ſtoꝛy § Woldo mplaGBoure 
Qat that ImapencrefeGerGonoure — 
fioz fie Ger fetfisGononre andthe rote 
Df bounte nepte Ger fonne and ſoules Bote 
D modez mapdomapde and moore fre 

O buſſhe vnbrent Brennpng ty moyſes ſight 
Chat raueſſhedyſt doun from the dey)te 
Through thy humblenes the gooſt that ty the light 
Df whoſe vertue whan Ge thy Gere lyght 
Concepued Was the faders ſapience 
Helpe me to celle it in thy reuerence 

Cady thy bounte thy magnificence 
Thy bertue and thy grete humylite 
Cher map no tonge expreſſe tn no ſcience 
ffor fomtpme lady 02 men prape the 
Thou gooft bifozy of thp Gentgnpte 
And getyſt Ss the Fight of thy praper 
To ttpde Ss vnto thp fone fo dere 
My honnpnty is fo eke o blyſfulle quene 

Foꝛ to declare thyn Hits worthyneſſe 
Chat J ne map the weyght fuftene 
But as a chide of twetmonth ofde o2 leſſe 
Chat can Snnethanp Worde evpreffe 
Kittht fo fare and therfore J pou pꝛay 
Gidith mp fong as J (Hatle pou fap 

Here endith the prioureffes provoyfine 
And Gere begynneth Bez tale 
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t Her basin Afie ina Grete cpte 
Amonte criftey folke afurpe 

Suftepned By a Corde of that countre 
Foꝛ foule Sfure andlucre of Sefonp 
Hateful tocriftandtoGiscompanp — 
Gnd throngs this ftrete men myght rpde and wend 
Foꝛ tt has fre and open at euerp ende 

H Eptel {cole of criften fothe theze ftode 
oun at the ferther ende in whiche ther Were 
Children an hepe comen of criften Bfode 
That Cernpd in ſcole pere Bp pere 
Suche manez doctrpne as men Ben there 
This is to fap to ſynge and to rede 
Us ſmale chifdren doon in theire childhede 
Amont theſe children as a a wydowes fone 

Gbptet Lert pon ſeuyn pere of atte 
Tat dap Bp dap to ſcole was his wone 
Andehe atfo where that fe ſawe the pmatte 
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DfcriftesmodreGadfeinhfate == 
As him Was taught to knele adoun and fap 
His Aue maria as Ge goth bp the wey | 

Thus hath this Wpdol ver lytel ſonne taughe 
D ure Beiffedladp criftes modve deve 
Co worſhip ap and Ge forgate tt naught 
froz the fetp.chifoe wolde al wey fone tere 
But han J rememBre me on this matere 
Seint nycholas ſtont eutr in mp prefence 

Foz Gefopongtocrif—dpdreuerence 
This lptel chylde Gis litel Hooke fernpng 

As he fatty the fcofe at fisprpmer 
He Alma redemptozis matez Gerd (png 
Gs children lernyd their antiphone⸗ 
And as he durſt he drewe ay nere and nere 
And Gerknpd ap the wordes and the note 
Tpi Ge the firſt bers coude alle Bp rote 

Mautit wyſt Ge what this latpy was to fap 
fioz Ge fo pont and tendve Was of atfe 
Kut on a dap Gis felae tan Ge prap 
To expounde him the fong in his langage 
D2 telle hip this ſong was in vſage 
This prayde Ge him to conſtrew and deckare 
ffulle ofte tymes Spon bis knees Baze 

His fela we whiche that elder was than Ge 
Gun ſwerd him thus this J Gaue Gerd fap 
was made of oure Bliffedladp fre 
Heꝛ to fafue andehe Ger toprap 

_ Tobe oure helpe and focoure Wian we dep 
can to moze expoune th His mater 

| Glerne font can Butlpeetgramer — 
And is this font made in renerence 
| Df criftes modre fapd thisinnocente 
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NoW certapn GY wol do my diligence 
Coconne it alle ozcriftmas is alp Went 
Cougs that foz mp prpmez Be ſhent 
Hund ſholde Be Bete thries ty an houre 
4 or it honne oure Cadp to honoure 

His fela we taught htm Gombard prpuetp 
Fro dap to dap tpl fhe conde it al Bp rote 
And than Ge fons it Wele and boldly 
fro worde to worde accordyng Bp the note 
C Wps adap tt paffed through his throte | 
Co fcofelbard and hom ward Wien fe went 
Dn criftes modre fet as alle fis entent 
sj Gane fapd through oute the Jury 

This tptelchtlde cam Walkpy toand fro 
Ful mertlp Wolde Ge ſyng andcrp : 
O akma redemptozis mater euirmo 
The ſwetneſſe his hert perſed ſo 
Of criſtes modre that fe to fez prap 
He can nat ſtynt of fpngpnt Bp the wey 
D ure fiꝛſt fo the fezpent ſathanas 

Chat Gath in ie wes hert his waſpes nefte 
Dp ſwalle and ſaid ocBrapk people allas 
(Gs this a tipne that is tos honeſt 
That fuche a Bop ſhal Wathe as him lyſt 
Gn poure difppte and ſyng of fucte fentence 
whiche ts apeuft oure la wes renerence 

fro thens forth the Jewys haue confpired 
Thisinnocent oute of this woꝛlde tochafe 
An Gomicpde therto Gane thep hyred 
Kight at an aley Gadde a prpue place 
And as the chylde tan forth By to pace 
Chis curfrd ſewe him hent and Geld faft 
And cutte Gis throte aud in a pytte him caſt 
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J fap that in a wardrope thep him thre we 
Where as the Jewys purte their entrapl 
O curfedfotke of ferodesaflenetbe _ 
What map ponzeuplentent pou auaple . 
Murdre Wol oute ceréepneit Wol nat faple ._ 
and namely ther the honoure of fod ſhal fprede 
The blode oute crieth on poure curfed dede 
D martirfobdpdGntodirgpnite 

Now mapft thou ſyng folovyng euir ty one 
Che white lambe celeſtialle quodge 
Df Wiiche the grete euantzetyſt ſeint Goin 
Gn pathmos Wrote whicbe ſayth that thep toon 
Biforn this lambe and (pnts a ſont ay newe 
That neuir fle([Getp woman thepneknetbe _ 

_ __ This poure widowe a wayteth atle that npufe 
After ber Cpeet childe and Ge cam naugse 
Foꝛ whiche as fone as it Was dap light 
With face pale of drede and beſy thought 
She hath at ſcoke and elles Where him ſought 

Tyxke fynally fo fer fhe gan eſpye 
That he laſt ſeyn was in the hur·· 

with moders pyte fy her breeſt encloſed 
She goth as (he were halfoute of Ger mynde 
To enerp place there ſhe hath ſuppoſed 
Yop Cphetphede Ger lytel childe to fynde 
And euir on criftes modre meke and kynde 
ie crpde and at the laſt thus ſhe wrought 
Among the curſed fenes fie him ſought 
She aveth and fie freyneth pytouſty 

Df euerp Jue that duellyd in that place 
Co telle Ger if fez chffde ent onthe forth Bp 
Thep fapd nap But ie ſu of Gis grace 
paue ty fez thought Within a lytel fpace 
Chat in that place after Ger fone fae raphe 

ft 
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where Ge Was caft in a ppt Befpde 
D trete tod that parfourmpn tip laude 

Bp mouthe of innocenteslofere thp myght 
This temme of chaftite this eme raude 

Andehe of martirdome the ruby bright 
There he With throte p corꝛuen (pth Bp vighe 
He Alina redemptozis gay to ſyng 
Sofoude that alte the pace tan for to ryng 

Tbe criften folke that by the ſtrete Went 

Gn catty for Co wondre Bpon thts thyng 

And haſtely they for the prouoft fent 
whiche fonde efe ciplde freſſhely pet bledyng 
And herieth crift thatis of heuyn kyng 
And ehe his modre honoure of mankpnde 
And after Hat the hues let Ge bynde 

This chitde with pptous Camentacion 
Dp tahen has ſyngyng this font al way 
And With honoure andgrete proceffioun 
They carp him into the nexte abbep 2 
His modez ſwounyng Sp the Bere key 
Wnunet§ myttht the people that as there 
Chis fozonful rachel bryntten from the Bere 

With turment and with ſhameful deth echoon 
This proueſt doth thies ſewes for to ſterue 
That of this murdre wyſt and that anoon 
He nolde no ſuche curſydneſſe obſerue 
Cupe ſhal Ge haue that eupl wol deſerue 
wherfore With wylde horſe he dyd them drawe 
Gnd aftez Ge haunttyd them Bp the la we 
Vpoy Gis Bere ap lpeth this innocent 

Bifoꝛre the hitth autre while the maffeeaft 
And after that the abbot and fis couent 
Them fpedde for to Berp Fim ful faft 
Bnd Whan thep holy Water on him caſt 
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pet ſpake this childe whan fprent was Gotp water 
He ſong o alma redemptoꝛis mateee 

This abbot whiche that as an holy man’ 
As monkes Been o2 elles ought to Be 
This pong childe to coniure Ge began 
And (apd odere childe Jconture the 
Gn the vertue of the holy trinyte 
Tel me Wiatistipcaufefoztofpng = 
Sithen that thy throte ts cutte tomy fempnet 
My throte is cutte But Suto mp neche Boon 

Dapd this chploe and as Gp wep of kynde 
§ ſholde haue Oped pe fong tpmeatoon — 
But fefucriftaspeinBokesfpnde 
Wot that bis glory Caft and Ge iy mpnde 
And for the —8 of Gis modez dere 
pet map J {pnt o alma loude and cfere 

Chts Werte of mercp criftes modre ſwete 
Gfoupd aflvep as after mp honnyng 
Gnd whay that I mp lyf {otde forlete 
Come fiie cam and badde me foz to ſyng 
Chisanteme Serifpipmpdipng = 
Hs pe Gane Gerde and whan that J hadde fond 
Me thougite (Ge fepde a treyy Dpoy mp tong 

wherfore J (png and ſyng muſt certayn 
Gn honoure of that Bepfeo mayde fre 
Cpl fromp tong taken is the grepy 
Gnd aftez that thus fapd ſhe tome 
App Cptel childe than wol h feche the 
Wian that the greyn is fro the tong p tahe 
Be nat agaſt i Woltheriatforfakhe —-- 

Xhis holy monke this abbot him menee ¶ 
Kis tonge oute caught and tobe a wey the Hrepy 
And he paueSp the gooſt fulle ſofl 

Gnd whan his abbot hadde this meru = ſeyn 



The tate of the Prioureſſe 

His fale terps tritled doun as rayne 
And trouelyng platte Ge fyl to tlie grounde 

And (tpl Ge Cap as Ge Gadde Be p bounde 
The couent eke Lap Dpon the pament 

Weppng and Geripny criftes modre dere 
And aftez that Sp thep rofeand forth they Went 
And tohe albep this martiz fro Gis Gere 
Andina tombe of marBpt (tones cleze 
Enclofen thep thislptet body ſwete 
There Ge ts no god lene bs foz to mete 
D pont Guts of fprcoty ſtayn alſo 

With curſed hues as it is notable 
Foꝛ itis But a lytel while ago 
Pray ehe for Bs Wwe fpnfut folke Buftable 
Chat of Gis mercp fod fo mercyable 
Dn Ds his grece mercp multiplye 
ffoz veuerence of fis modre marp 

Here endith the prioureffe tate 
Here folowith the prologue of chaucers tate 
WwW Han fapd bas thismpraceeucrp may 

As fobre as that wondre was io = _— 
Tpl that oure fooft toiapen began eG 

And than at er(t Ge Cohed Spon me 
And fapd thus what may art thou quod Ge 
Toou foheft as thou woldeſt fynde an Gare 
ffoz eniz Spon the gruonde | fe the (tare 

Approcie neve andlokeSp merifp 
Now ware pou fires andlet this man Fane place 
fie is fGape ty the waft aſwele as 
Chis here  popetinanarme toenBrace - 
ffoz anp Woman fmatle and fapre of face 
He ſemptb efup (Ge Bp Sts countenaunce 
For Snto no Witt doth Ge daliaunce 
Dp no wſomwhat fithen other fotke Gane ~ 



Kyme of Sir Topas 

Tel Gs a tale of myrthe and thatanoon 
Hooft quod fe ne Be uat euyl appaped 
ffoz other tale certapncanGnone . . 
Butofarpmeflernpdlongfatoon 
pe quod fie that is tode ynought let SoGere . 
Som depnte tipns me thynketb Sp tp cere 

Reve endith the profofue . _ 

Andbegpnnet} RpmeofficTopas 

2 £ften : 
And G Wol tele Lerament — 

Df mprtfeandoffotace 
And of a knyght fapre and gent 
Gn Batel and in turnament 
Kis name Was has fir Topas 
p Boznefe thas of fercoutitre 
(In fraundres alle Be ponde the fee 
at popozpntt in the place 
His fader as a man ful fre 
UlozdeGle Wasof thatcountre . is 

cy 



Ryme of Sir Topas 

Hs it Was goddes grace 
Dic Topas Wet a doughty ſweyne 
Wijite as his face as papnemapne 
His lpppes reed as rofe 
His vode ts phe ſcarlet ty Grepy 
GJ teble pou ty gode certapn 
HeG§addeafemelpnofe 
His Gere Gis berde Wastphe faffron 
That to hisgyrdyl raught a doun 
His ſhone of fyne coꝛdwane 
Of brutes Were Gis hoſen broun 
His robe was of ſyckatoun 
That coſt manp a Jane 
He coude hunt at the wylde dere 
Gnd rpde an haukyng foz rpuere 
With grep gofelaukeonGonde ~ 
Thertohe basa Grete archere 
Df wraſtlyng was ther none fis pere 
Cher anp ram (Golde (tonde 
ful manp a mapde bright in boure 
They mozned foz him paramoure 
Gan them Were Bet to fleke 
But fe Was chafte and nolechoure 
Gnd f wete as is the bromble floure 
Chat berith the rede Gepe ; 
And ſo it fel Spoy adap 
froz ſoth as J pou telie map 
Sit Topas Woflde oute rpoe 
He Worde Spon Gis hoꝛſe gray 
And in his honde a launce gay 
A long ſwerde Bp Gis pe , 
He prpched through a fapre foreſt 
Cherinismanp a wylde beſt | 
pe bothe Bucke and Gare 



Kyme of fir Topas 

Gnd as Ge prpched north and eff! 
(J elle tt pou him Gadde almeſt 
Betyde a ſory care meds 
Cher (prongen herbes trece and finate 
The Cicozice and the cetuale 
And many a cloue ailofez 
Ano notempGe to put tn afe 
Wijethez it be moyſt o2 (rake 
SDzforztotapincofre 
Ciebirdes{pngitisnonap 
Che fperfaure and the popyngeay 
CiattopeWwastohere 
Cie throjtpt made eke fis Cap 
Clie ode ooune Spon the ſpray 
He fang fut Coudeandclere — 
Sir Copas fpt in Coue fongpng — 
Ae Wijay de Geroe the thrultpt (png 
And prycked as he Were Wode 
His fapre ftede tn Gisptichpng i 
D0 ſwette that men myght him wryng 
His ſydes were al blode 
Sir Copas eke fo wery thas 
Foꝛr prickpng tn the ſoft tfras 
So fiers Was bis coꝛage . 
Chat doun Ge Cepde him in the peace 
Comake fis (tede fome ſolace 
And paue him Goode fozatte 
A feint marp Benedicite 
fat apleth this foue at me 
Tobpndemefofore 
Me drempod alte this npalt parde 
An elfe quene (Golde mp lady Be 
And ſlepe vndre mp gore : 
Anelfe quene wol Idaue y wys 



Rpme of Sit Topas 

ffoz in this woꝛſde no woman ts 
worthy to be mp make in toun 
Alle otfiez womenFforfake 
And to an elphe quene Ime take 
Vy dale and eke Bp doun 
Into fis fadpe Ge clamBe anoon 
And pricked ouer (tple and (tone 
Hn elphe quene toafppe 
Trl fie fo Cons Gath rpden and toon 
That he fonde a prpue wone 
(In the countre of fayre ſo wykde 
Ffoꝛ in that countre as ther none 
Neyther wyf ne chylde 
Cpe that ther cam a grete geaunt 
His name was fir oliphaunt 
G parlous man of dede 
Gnd fapde childe by termataune 
But if tou prpche oute of mpy haunt 
Anone fj fle tip (tede wWithmace 
ere is this quene of fapre 
With Garpe andlote and ſymphony 
Duellp ng in this place 
Che childe fapde alfo moot ſIthe 
To mozoWe wol h mete with ce 
whan that JGaue mpy armoure 
And pet I Gope par mp fap p ake 
That chou ſhalt Wich thistaurce gay 
Abpenitfulfore Thy mare 
Shal J perce tf map ee 
Oꝛ it Be fullp prpme of the dap 
Foꝛ flere ſhalt thou Be (lave 
Sit Topas dretbe aGake futle faſte 
The tpaunt at him ſtones caſt 
Dute of a fre taf ſtynge 



Kyme of fir: Topas 

But fapre afcappo fic Chopas 
And al has throug goddes grace 
And through his faire berynt 
pe lyſteneth lordyntes to my tate 
Qperper than the nygbtyngace 
GY Wot With pouroune 
Hold fir Thopas With ſydes ſmale 

richyng our Opie and dale 
scomeagapytotoup _ J 
His mery men comaundith he 
Lo make him bothe game and gle 
froznedes muftGefighe © 
With a gyaunt With Kedes thre 
ffoz paramoure andiovite 
Df one that fione fo Bright 
Come 00 fe fapde mp mpnftratles 
And geſtoures for to tefle tales 
Hnone ty mp armyng 
Df Romaunces that Been ryalle ; 
sD f popes and of cavdpnatie 
Andekeoffouelongpng 
They fet him forth (Wwete wyne 
And mede ty a meſſelyne 
And rpafce ſpyckory meh 
Df gyngebrede that was fofpne 
Andlpcozice and eke compy 
With fugre thatistzp: 
He Gadde nevte Fis white tere 
Ofclothe alake fyne andctere 
Abreche andehe a fGerte 
And neve his fhert a Gaketon 
Gnd ouir that an habergeon 
for perfpni of his herte 
Bnd onez hata fyne hauberke 

Sips t! 



Rpme of Sit Topas 

Was alle p wrought of Jues warke 
ful (trong it was of plate. 
And ouer that his cote armoure 
As Whyte asts the lyly floure 
(Wp Whiche Fe Wok debate | 
His ſheſde Was al of golde fo rede 
And therty Wasa bores hede 
Acharbobkyl Bp his ſyde 
And there he ſwore on ale and brede 
How that the gyaunt ſhalbe dede 
Betyde what may betyde 
His ianbedeux Were of quyreboty 
His (Wezdis ſhethe of puozp 
His Gelme of latoun Brighe 
His fadpl Was of reelBone - 
His brydel as the fone ſhone 
Oꝛ as the mone light 
His ſpere was of fyne cypreſſe 
Chat bedith Warze and nothyng peas 
The Fede fulle (Garpe p grounde 
His (tede Was alle dappyl trap 
It goth apamble ty the ep 
Fulle fofttpandrounde in Conde 
Lolordynges myn Gere isa fptte 
Sf pe wol any moze ofit 
To telle pet wolle I fonde | 
n Dh fobde pour mouthe paz charite 

| Bothe knyght andLadp fre. 
AndGerknet§ to mp ſpelle 
Df a Batayl of cheuatrp 
And of ladyes loue drurye 
Anoon J Wolpoutetle — | 
Meyn fpeke of Komaynes of prpce 
Df Goznchploe and of ppotpfe 



Kyme of fir Topas 

Mf Geupsandoffirgayp | 
Df firliGeuy and of fir plapndemonr 
But fir Topas berith the flourel 
Df ryalle cheualry re 
His Goode ftede alte he beſt rode 
And forth vpon his wey he rode 
As fparke oute of bronde 
Wpon Gis creeſt be Bare a toure 
And therin ftpcked a tplp floure 
God ſhelde his body from ffonde 
Bnd for Ge asa ànyght auenterons 
He nolde flepetynonefoufe 
But Ciggen in Gis hode 
His brittht Getme Washis wontter 
And By bayteth its oeftrez 
Dv herbes fyne and good : 
Him felf dranke water of the Welle 
As dyd the knyght fir percpuel 
So Worthelp vndre ede. 
n SD moze of thts for goddes dignpte 

Foꝛ thou quod oure Hooft makpft me 
So Werp of thy Gerzp lelboneffe 
That affo wys fod mp foule bres 
Myy eris akpn of thy oraftp ſpeche 
Now fuche a zpme the deupt beteche 
This map Wete Be a ryme dogre’ quod Ge 
why fo quod J why wolt Goulet me 
More of mp tale thay a nother man 
Sithen it is the beſt rpme that Gcan 
Yop thod quod fe fulle peapnep at one worde 
Thr draftp rpmpng is nat woꝛth a torde 
Thou doft naugot eties Gut fpendcft tyme 
Sit at one woꝛde thou ſhali nofenfez rpme 
Let fe Whether thou canft aught tlle iy geſte 



The Wordesofthefoof—E -— = | 

D2 telle in proſe ſomwhat at the leſt ** 
Gn whiche ther map Be ſome myrthe oz doctryne 
Gladly quod he Bp goddes ſwete pyne 
ſwol pow telle a kytel thyntz in profe 
Chat ought tolphe you asf fuppofe 
Oꝛ elles certapn pe Be dangerous 
It is a mozal tafe Sertuous 
Al Be it tofde ſomtyme tn ſondry Wpfe 
Df fondtrp fothe as ſ fGalpou deupfe 
nd thus pe wote that euerp euangelyſt 

That cette Bs the payne o2 ſſeſu criſte 
Ne ſayth nat alle thyntz as hts fela we doth 
But nenirtheles thetr fentence is alle ſoth 
And alle accordyng as in thetre fentence 
Al Be ther in theire tellyng difference 
Foꝛ ſom of ther ſayth moze and ſome leſſe 
whan they Gis pytous paſſioun expreſſe 
J mene of marbe mathewe Luke and hhon 
But doutles there fentence is alle one 
Therfore Cozdpnittes 9 pou Befecte 
Uf that pe tipnhe FSarp in ſpeche 
Hs thus thongs 8 tefle fome dele moꝛe 
Df proueꝛbes than pe Gane Gerde Bifore 
Comprefended in thts lytel tretys Gere 
Toenforce wits the effecte of mp matere 
And though § nat the fame wordes fap 
Hs pe Gaue Gerde pet to pou alle § prap 
Blampth me nat for astn mp fentence 
Shulle pe nowhere fynde no difference 
ffoz tGe fentence of this tretp lpte 
After the wAiche merp tate thts J wryte 

~ And therfore Gerkueth what h (hatte fap 
Andlet me celle mp tate J pou prap 

epequituz CGaucers tale 



Pe ef y 

ei Cw tar as 

he xeleof Chamet 

eins Rae yy 

yong man that called wae 
a mellebeus the whiche was 

myghty and ryche begat a 
doughter vpon his wyf hat called 
Was prudeuce. whiche doughter cal⸗ 
led was. Sophye. vpon a day befpl 
that He for his diſporte wente hym up 
to the feldys for to playe his wyf 
His doughter Gath he lefte wilhin his 
hous of wiche the doꝛes were faſt 
ſhitte ZGre of bie ofde foes Hath hit 
aſpyed ¢ fetteladdere vnto the wat 
les of fis hous ¢ Bp the wyndo Wee 
Ben entryd in And Gete hie wyf: and 
Wollded Hie doughter wrth fire mor 
fat woundes in fyue ſondrye places 
that is to fap ts Ker feet. in her Ganz 
des. in Her eres. m Her noſe and in Her 
mouthe. anid leften her for dede and 
wenten her waye. whan mellebeus 
tetorned was in to Fis fous and faz 
toe af this miſchyef. he lylꝛe a mad⸗ 

‘Mian Tented his cothesbegay to Wes 
pe and crpe: 
— bis wif as ferforth 

p as ſhe durſt beſoughte hym 
Of hisweping to fipnte. But 

not forthy he Began to wepe ¢ crpe 
euer lenger the more: This noble 
Wf prudence remembꝛid her Bpon 
tie ſentence of Ouyde in Gis Boohe 
tzat cleped is the Kemedye of foue ; 
where as he ſayth. He ie a foot that 
diſtrobletß the modre fo wepe tty the. 
dethze of her chifoc. tpl (Ge Fath wepte 
Ber fille as for a certayn ferme. And 
fay (Gala man d00 fie difigence 
wyth amyable wordes Her to com 2 
forte. And praye her of fer Weppng 
to cefe. for whiche reafon this noble 
wyf prudence fuffrpd her huſponde 
to Wepe ¢ crye as for a certapn fpace 
And wha ſhe ſawe Her tyme. ſhe (ard 
to hym in this wyſe. — my lord 

| 



EheLateof Chaucer 

{apd fhe why malꝛe pe pour felf for 
to be lylrꝛe a foof for foth it apertap z 
seth notto a wyſe manto male fitz 
che foro we pour doughter By the gra 
se of god foal wariſſhe c efcape.z al 

WwWece it fo p (he right now Were dede. 
pe tte ought not for Ger deth pour felf 
to dyſtroye. Deneire fapth.tje wy⸗ 
fe man ſhal talꝛe not to Grete diſcõ 
forte for the deth of his chitoren. but 
certes He (Hild ſuffre it in paciece as 
wel as he abpoeth the deth of his o⸗ 
Sepp re perfone. 

* His mellebeꝰ arf werd anon 
and fapde what may Hote 
Of His Weppng ſtynte p Hath 

fo grete cauſe to wepe. Iheſu cryſt 
our lord hym ſelf wepte for the dethe 
of lazarus fis frende. Pꝛudence anf 
werd certes wel F wore a temperate 
wepyng is nothing defended to hym 
that is ſorowful amonge follꝛe in 
ſorowe. But it is rather graunted 
hym to wepe. The apoſtle Paule 
vnto the Komayns wryteth. chany 
(Gal reioyſe wyth Gem that malꝛe io 
ye and wepe wyth fiche follꝛe as pp 
ne. Dut a temperate wepyng tough 
At Be graũted Kym. Dutragcous we 
pyng certis is deféded meſure of toe, 
pyng (Gold Be cdfrdred after the fore 
p Denche techeth Bawhd thy frende 
is dede fapd he. Lete not thin epen Be 
fo mopft ofterps ne to moche drie AL 
though thy tcerps como thyn epen 
fate hem not falle. And whan thou 
Haft loft thy frende. do dyligently to 
gete the another frẽde. And this is be 
fet than forto wepe for thy frende 

whiche thou haſt loſt. For therin is 
no Bote And therfore pf thou gouer⸗ 
ne the Bp fapience put away forowe 
out of thy herte. i gs 

REmembite the that Iheſus 
Dyrahs fapth. phat ama 
thatis Joyous ¢ afade in 

herte. it hym conferucth flouſſhyng 
in age. and ſothly ſorouful herte ma 

loſſe of our goodes temporell haue 
pacience Remembꝛyng on the pactz 
ent Fob. whan Ge had foft hie chil⸗ 
dren and his temporel goodes ¢ Had 
endured many a ful greuous temp⸗ 
tacion. pet ſayd he thus. Durford 
tzath gyuen it to me. Our lord hath 
derafte fit me. right fo as our lord 
Hath wold right ſo it is don. y bleſſid 
be — of our loꝛd. 

 & thiſe forxfapd thinges anf 
werde mellebeus fo hie wyf 
pꝛudẽce affe (hp wordes Ben 

fot faid he and therto prouffytable 
Hut truly myn Gert is trobeld with 
this forowefo greuouſſy that J wo 
te not whatto d00. Late af thy trewe 
frendes ſayd prudéce ¢ alle thy lyg⸗ 
nage whiche that Ber wiſe come Bis 
to the. cteffeto them pour caas and 
herlꝛen what thy fap uy coũceyllyng 
a gouern pou after her ſentence. 



“ 

Ehe wate of Chaucer 

Salamon faith werlꝛe alte thy thin 
ges Bp councepl ¢ thou (halt neuer 
repente. Zhan By caufe of the conus 
cepf of fis wyf prudence. This chel⸗ 
lebeus fete caffer a arete congregacp 
on of follꝛe as Lirurapens, Phiſici⸗ 
ene: ofde follꝛe and ponge aud fom z 
me of his ofde enemypes recouncpfed 
as By thepr ſemblance to fie fouc t 
to is grace and there vithall came 
ſomme of hie neyghbours that dpd 
hym reuereuce more for drede thar 

foꝛ foue as it happeth of te. There co 
men affo many ſubtyl flateres and 
wyſe aouocates ferned w the lawe. 
And whan thyſe fofheto gyder afz 
fern Bled were. This Mellebeus fhe z 
wed to them in forowe ful wyſe fie 
caas Aud Bp the manet of his ſpeche 
Git femed that in Hie herte Ke Bare a 
cruel pre redp fo d0 vengeance Spon 
Gis foos. and ſodenly def pred that fe 
ſhol begynne the warre. Hut neuer⸗ 
thefes pet axed he theyr coticpf Spon 
thismater. Acprurayen by lycence 
aud affeute of ſuche as were wyſe to 
fe Bp. And to chellebeus fayd as pe 
may Rete. 

Ite ſayd he as fo Be Lpr 
6 urgyens. hit appertepneth 

p Wwe d00 fo euery wyght 
the Beft that we can doo. whereas 
we Be wythholden aud to our pac z 
ente that Wwe do no dommade. wher⸗ 
fo2 Git happeth many tyme and ofte 
That whan two men Kane the other 
woũded one Lprurapen heleth hem 
bothe. wherfoꝛe vnto onr arte hit is 
not pertynent to noriſſhe werre. ne 

partyes to ſupporte. But certes as 
tothe waryſſhyng ¢ helyng of pour 
doughter af Be it fo that (he be pery⸗ 
fouffp hurt and wounded. we fhal 
do ententpf beſynes fro day fo dap . 
that wpth the grace of god (he ſhalle 
Be fool and found as fone as poſſy⸗ 
ble is. Almoft in the fame wyſe the 
phificiés anf werd fauc that thep fap 
den a fewe wordes moo. That (phe 
as maladyes Bey cured By thept con 
traryes. right fo ſßal men waryſſhe 
Werte Bp pees His feyned frendes p 
ſemed reconcepfed and fie flaterars 
made femBlaunte of wepyng ⁊ em⸗ 
pepred aod grutched moche in thie. 
mater, Drepfpng aretelp mellebeus 
of myght. of power of rycheſſe and 
of frendes.difprapfing the power of 
his aduerfarpes .audfapd vterly. ỹ 
he atone ſhold wrelren hym on bis 
aduerfarpes begynnyng Wwarte. Sp 
rooſe thar an aduocate p as Wyfe 
By leue and By coũceyl of other that 
Were Wyfe. And fapd lordynges for 
the nede whiche we Ber aſſembled in 
this place is ful heuuy thing and high 
mater by cauſe of the wꝛonge and 
of the wyclꝛednes that hath Ber don 
and efre Bp refon of the grete dom⸗ 
mages that in tyme compra Be poſ⸗ 
ſyble to fafle for the fame. Aud che 
By refor of the arefe richeſſe and of 
the power of the partyes bothe. for 
the whiche Hit were a ful grete peryl 
fo erren in this mater. Wherfor mel⸗ 
lebeus this is ourentent. ve coũceyl 
pou: aBoue af hing that right anon 
thou do dpfigence in Capes of thp 

ii. 



Zher Late of Chauncer 

_ propre perſone in furche Wyfep thou 
ne want none efppe ne watche. thy 
vbody for to faue. cafterth hp fous 
~ “Wwe comirepffe that thou fette fuffict 
ent garnyſon fo ae thep map as wel 

hp body ac thy hous defende. Out 
cerfes forto meuc warre ne ſodenly 

foꝛ fo do Benacatice we may tot de, 
me in fo lytyl tyme that hit (Gold Be 
prouffytable wherfor We ayen fepfer 

 afpace to haue defpBeracton in this 

raas to deme. For the compy prouce 
ſayth thus He that fore demeth foie 
ſhalrepente and che men fay that 
Lidice Wyle fore Sane ondeth 

a mater and Jugeth by fepser. For 
alle Beit fo that taryeng be noyful. 
Algates tt is not to Be reproued in pe 
uyng of Jugement ne in vengeance 
talryng whan it is ſufficient ¢ refo - 
nable. And Hat ſhewed our ford ihũ 
cryſt By enſample. for whan fhe wo 
Man P Was taleen in adBoutrp Was 
brought in hisõſence fo fro We What 
ſhold Be do of Ger perfonne. Al be it p 
Ge wyſt welle hym ſelf what he wold 
do. yet ne Wold he anfwere fondenfp 
but Fe wolde haue delyberacion. and 
in the roid he wꝛote twoes. And 
By thre caufe Wwe ape delyberacioun 
and We (Kal than By the arace of god 
coũceyl pow that thing that is moft 
profitable. Dp ftarte than the 

«1 pondge follꝛe attones ¢ the moft parz 
feof thie cSpastpe Katte (corned thys 
ofoe wyſe man and begonne to maz 
he nopfe and ſaiden Kight fo as whi 
fe that pron is Rote men ſholde ſmite 
Kight fo while hat this thing is friſ 
ſhe and newe ſhold men wrelren Ber _ 
wꝛonges. And wyth a loude voys 

hep cryden warre. warre. Op roſe 
then one of this olde wyſe mey. and 

made contenaunce wyth Gre hande p 
mien ſhold olde hem ſtyl a yeue hym 
andyence. Lordynges ſayd he theris 
ful many a mar that cryeth warte 
warre that wote fullptpf what war 
te amounteth. warre at his begyn⸗ 
nyng hath fo avete ay entree and foo 

farae peuccp wyght may ciitte Wha 

hym (plret§.c lyghtly fynde warre 
but certes what ende that therof ſhal 
falle it is not lyght to lꝛno we. for ſo⸗ 
thly whan that warre is ones begon 
there is full many a childe vnboꝛne 
“of bis moder that ſhal dye and ſterue 
pong By caufe of that warre o2 ellys 
fpucin ſoro we 02 deye in wretchyd⸗ 
neffe. And thefor or ony warre begin 
men muſt haue grete counceyl ¢ are, 

te delyberacion. And whan this olde 
man wende fo haue enfoꝛced his tafe 
by reſons. wel nyghe attones began 
they altariſe for to brelꝛe his tafe and 
Bad ful faſte his wordes tabregge. 

For ſothly who fo prechpth to han 
that haue no luſte to here his tafetiis 
woꝛdes 02 His ſermon anoycth them 
for Iheſus ſyralr ſayth that muſilre 
Ul) wypyng is g nopous thing. This 
is as moche fo ſaye. as moche auay 
leth to ſpelꝛe Before follꝛe to whom 
Bis ſpeche anoyeth. As it doth to fir 
ge Before hym that wepeth And whã 
this olde man ſawe phe wanted are 
dience Al ſhamefaſt Ge fette hym dõn 
agayn. For ſalamon farth.there ag 
(Hou mayſt haue none audience. en⸗ 
fore the not fo ſpelꝛe. Fi fee wel ſaid 
this wyſe man p tHe comm prouerBe 
ts ſoth. That good coũceyl wanteth 
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whan it is moſte nede 

p his counceyl many follꝛe 
(Hat priuely in his ete coü⸗ 

ceylled hym certayn hinges ¢ coun 
ceylled hym contrarye in general au 
dience. whan chellebeus ſawe that 
the greteſt parte of his counceyl we⸗ 
re accorded that he ſſold malꝛe wars 
te. anon He condeſcended fo theyr coli 
cepffpng and fulfp affermed theyt 
ſentence. 

p ford ſaid pꝛudence J pou 
mbeſeche as herthely as A da 

re can Ne haſte pou not 
to faſte. And for alle guerdons as 
yeue ime audyence. For piers alfons 
ſayttz. who fo doth to the other good 
oꝛ harme haſte the not to acquyte it. 
for ty ths wyſe thy frende wyl aby⸗ 
de. and thyn enemye ſhal the lenger 
lyue i drede. The prouerbe ſayth he 
Haftith wel that can abyde wyſcly. t 
in wyclꝛed haſte is no proffpt._ 

His cheſlebeus anſwerde 
t fo fis wyf pꝛudence. Iput 

poſe not ſayd he to werlꝛe 
By thy coticepl for many cauſes and 
tefons For certes euery wyght wold 
holde me thar a fool. this te to faye 
fF forthp counceyſſyng wold cha 
ge thinges that Ber ordepned andaf 
fered By fo many wyſe peple. Des 
condſy J ſaye that affe wore Ber 
Wiclred and nome Good of them alfe. 
For of a thufand men ſayth ſalamõ 
J ford one good. Hut of af women 
certes Good women fonde I neuet 
Hoon. And alſo certes pf I goucrne 

Lt had thie melleBeus ity 
me By thy coticepl it (Kold ſeme that 
J Gade gpucto the ouer me the maf ¢ 
trpe. And god forbede thatit were fo 

Foꝛ Iheſus fpralr ſayth chat pf thy 
wyf hane the mayſtrye She is cons 
tratious to her huſbond. And ſala⸗ 
Mon fapth fo (hp wyf ne to thy chyl⸗ 
de ne Co thy frende newer in thy lyf ne 

peue power ouer thy ſelf. For better 
it were that thy chploren ave of the 

ttzynges hat hem nedeth . thax thou 
fe thy ſelf in the hondes of hp chyl⸗ 
dren and certes yf (Hold werclꝛ By 
counceylſyng my counceyl muſt be 
ſomtyme ſecret tyl it were tyme that 
it muſte be lꝛnowe. And this may 
not Be yf J (hold Be counceylled Bp 
the. for women can Lrepe no coũceyl 
han dame prudence fulde 
w Bonaprlp.and wyth arete 

pacienre fade herde al that 
Ret GufBond filre forto ſay. thã axed 
ſhe of hym licence for to ſpelꝛe z fapd 
In this wyſe my Lorde fayd (fe as to 
pour firft reſon it may Lightly Be anf 
werd for Jſay that itis no folye to 
chaunge councepl whan he thynge 
is chaunged o2 effis Whar the tyng 
ſemeth other wyfe thã it was befoꝛrn 
and more ouer F fap hough that pe 
haue ſworn and be hyght to perfor 
me pour empꝛyſe. and Bp Juff caufe 
pedo it not. men ſholde not fay thers 
for that pe were a lyer ne forfworr . 
For that Books fapth p the wyfe mary 
malꝛeth no fefpug whan Ge tometh 
fis corage to the better: “And af Be it 
fo hat pour empryſe Be eſtablyſſhid 
and ordeyned By grete AGE of 

uit 
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peple pet dar pe no€ accomplyſſhe 
fame oꝛdenaunce But pow tile . For 
thc outhe of thynges and the prof s 

[pt Bc rather fortd in fewe follre that 
Ber wyfe. and fullof tefor than By 
grete muftptuoe of peplewher enerp 
“ind cateritG what p him lyſt. ſothly 
ſũche multitude of peple is not ho⸗ 
neſt. and Co the fecond reſon wher as 
ye ſayn hat al Women Bern wyclꝛed 
Due pour grace. certes pe deſpice af 
women in Chis wyſe. and Ke that aff 
deſpiſeth.al deſpleſeth ac faith the Bo 
ihe. ſenelꝛe fapth who fo wok haue 

ſapyence ſhal no man diſprayſe. But 
Be ſhal gladly teche the ſcience that he 
can wythout preſumpcion. oꝛ pryde. 
And ſuche thynges as Ge can not. he 
ſhal not be aſhamed for to ferne hem 
and enquyre of faffe follꝛe than hym 
ſelſ. And that there hath ben many a 
Good woman.it map Bepreuyd. for 
cryſt wolde neuer defcende for to Be 
Bomeof a woman yf af womẽ ad 
Be wyclꝛed. and after that for the are 
fe Bounte that is in our lord ihũ criſt 
whan he Was riſen from deth to, fpf. 
apperid rather to a woman than to 
his appoſtles and though that ſala 
mon ſaid he fond neuer womã good 
pet folo weth not therfor that al wo⸗ 
men ben wyclꝛed for thought he fort 
de no Good woman certes manp a⸗ 
nother ma hath fonden matty a woz 
man ful good. and ful trwe.or ellis 
perauenture thentent of Dalamoy — 
Was this that in ſouerayn bounte fe 
fond no Woman. This is to fay that 
there is to wyght fo qood that he ne 
wanteth fom of the perfectiõ of god 

that is his malꝛer. — 

Dur thryde reſon is thys. 
n pe faye hat yf ye gouerne 

pou Be mp councepfit ſhol 
de ſeme that pe ad yeue me the maif 
trye and the lordſhip ouer pour perfo 
ne. Dpre faue pour grace.itis not fo 
vef itfo were that noma (Gold Bee 
couceylled But onfp of fern that fad 
lordſhip and maifine of hie perſone 
Wen wold not Be counceylled fo of7 
fe ae thep Ber). for ſothly that man p 
ayeth coricept of a, purpos. pet hath, 

Betis fr chops vohether fe wyl wer 
the By that coũceyl oꝛ not, And as ¢o 
pour fourth reſon there that pe fap p 
the Janglerye of woman can not hy 
de thynges that they howe. as who 
ſayth a women cary not Hyde p hee 
Woot. Dprethpfe wordes been to 
Brvderftonde of women p Ger Janz 
glereſſes and wichedof whiche woz 
men men fap.Chat thre thynges dry⸗ 
uen aman fone out of his fous that 
1s to ſaye. ſmolꝛe. droppyng of rayn 
and wyclꝛed wpites. And of fuche 
women ſayth Salamon .thatit we 
re better to dwellen in deſerte har 
wyth a woman that is ryotous. and 
foc Bp pour leue that am not J. 
foꝛr pe haue fulofte affaped my gre⸗ 
fe ſylence and my grete pacience. 
And elꝛe how wel Jcan hyden and 
hele thynges hat men ought fecre tfp 
to hyde. And ſothly ac to pout 
fyfthe reſon where that pe fape that 
in wiclꝛed counceyl women vayn⸗ 
quiſſhe men. god wote that reſon ſtã 
deth here in no ſtede. Foꝛ vnder⸗ 
ſtonde now that pe ave counceyl fo 
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do wyclꝛednes And pf pe wol were 
wiclꝛednes. And pour wyf teſtray⸗ 
Ne that Wyched purpoos and ouer⸗ 
01 Agi and by goodcoũ⸗ come pou B 
— — ought rather 
to be prayſed than to be blamed. 
Hue ſhold pe vnderſtõde the philo 
ſophre that wiched Women) vayn⸗ 

quiſſhe er fufBondes. And thereas. 
pe Blamen alle women and her vez 
fons. Iſhalle ſhewe By enfample p 
thep Be good and prouffptable. he 
ſomme men haue fapd that the coñ⸗ 
ceplof women is to dete.or ellis to 
lityl of prys. ut albe it ſo many 
women Be bad. ⁊ her counceyl euyl⸗ 
and nothing Worth. yet hauc mer 
founde ful many a good woman t 
diſcrete and wyſe in counceyllynge. 
Lo Jacob Be the counceyl of his mo 
der Rebecca whan the bleſſyng of ps 
faac his fader andthe lordſhip ouer 
af fis brethern Judith By her goode ~ 
couceyl delyuered the cpte of Beethule 
in whiche Ge dwellyd out of the han⸗ 
dec of ofpphernes that had Beficged 
“at and wold haue it diftroped . Abi⸗ 
gail defiueryd Nabal Her huſbond 
fro dauid the lꝛyng that wolde haue 
flayn hym And peeſyd the pre of the 
fipsige By her wytte and By Ker good, / 
counceyl. Heſter Sp the counceyl 
enhaunced gretely the people of aod 

in the Kegne of Aſſuerus the hyng 
a ſam the boũte in good coũceyllyng 
of many a good woman men may 
telle. And elꝛe more ouer whan our 
ford god Had made Adam our for⸗ 
met favder.fe fapd in thie wyſe. it is 

uot good may to Be allon. malꝛe te 
to hym an Gelpe ſemblableto hym 
(cif io here may ye ſee that pf womẽ 
Were not Good and fer coticepf good: 

and prouffytable. Dur ford god of 
heuen wold ner haue wrought Fem 
te callid hem helpe of man But ra⸗ 

therconfufionof may. And the⸗ 
te ſayd ones a clethrein two verſys. 
What is Better (ha Fafpar. wyſedom 
Aud What te Better than wyſedom: 
woman ¢ what is Better than Good 
woman. no thyng. And fo fpr bp 
molip offer reſons may ye fee that 
many women Beer good and theyr 
counceyl good and pꝛouffytable. 

And therfor pf pe wyl truſt fo my: 
coliceplipna Aſhal reftore pou pour 
doughier Gool aid founde And che. 
FJ Wopl d0 fo moche that pe (Ralle has 
uchonourinthiscads. Whan 
meilebee had herde the wordes of his 
Wyf Prudence. Hefayd thue.D fee 
wel that the worde of Dafamon ie 
forth: Ge ſaittz that wordes chat Been 
ſpolꝛen difcretely By ordenaunce ben 
honycombes for they yeue ſwetenes 
fo the ſoule ĩ hoſſomnes to the bodi 

Hy caufe of hp ſwete wordes ¢ 
elꝛe for J haue affaped and preued 
thy grete ſapience and thy grete trou 
the Jwyl gouerne me By thy coun⸗ 
ceyl in almaner thyng 
Now ſyr ſayd dame prudence ſyn 
pe voucheſauf to be gouerned Bp mp 
councepl J wyl enforme pow how 
ye ſhal gouerne pow in cheſyng of 

_ pourcouncerl Firft to fore af wers 
lays ye ſhal Befeche the hyghe god p 
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fie Be your coũceyl.a ſhape yo wto fir 
she entent phe peuc pow couttcepi a 
cõforte As tod pe taught his fone At 
af tymes thorfialt plefe g prape him 
to dreſſe thy wayes And folre that af 
thy counceyl Be in hym for euermoꝛe 
Sapnt Jame che ſayth. yf ony of 

pou haue nede of ſapience. Apert of 
god And after that than ſhal pe tafre 
rounceyl in pour elf. And eyamyne 
wWelpour thoughtes of ſuche thinges 
as pe thynlꝛe that Ben beſte for pour 
prouffyt And than ſhal pe dryue a⸗ 
Way froin pour hertes tho thinges p 
Ben contrarpous to dood counceylſe 

' thisie to fap .pre.coretpfe. « hafte - 
neſſe. Firſt Ke that apeth counceyl of 
hym felf. Certes he muſt Be wythou 
tery yre. for many cauſes. The firſte 
is this phethat hath grete pre and 
Wrath in hym felf.Fe weneth alway 
to d0 thprig that he map tot do and 
fecondfp He that ts prous ¢ wrath ful 
Map not deme Wel And he that map 
Hot deme wele map not We coũceyl 
Another is this he that ts prons ¢ 
wrathful as ſayth Denelre map not 
{pche But blameful thynges. And 
wyth His Bicpous wordes he ftereth 
other follꝛe to angre andto pre And 
elꝛe fpr pe muſt drꝛyvue couetyſe out of 
pout herte For thappoſtle ſayth that 
coitetyſe ic the rote of alle harmes. 
And trufte wel that a couetous man 
can rot deme wel ne thynlꝛe But on⸗ 
ly to fulfylle the ende of his couetyſe 
and certes that may neuer be occom⸗ 
pſyſſßed. For euer more the more ha⸗ 
bundaunce a man Hath of richeſſe. 
the moꝛe he defprcth. And pe muſte 

* 

alſo drꝛyue out of your herte haſty⸗ 
nes. Forcertes pe may not deme for 
the Befte haſteli a foder hought that 
falleth in porte herte . Byt pe mufte 
aitpfe pou an tt fulofte. for as pe 
herde to fore the comyn puerbe. whi⸗ 
che is this. he that fore demeth fone 
repenteth. Syre pe Be not alway in 
lylꝛe dpfpoficion For cextes ſomtym 
fuche thpna as ſemeth that is good 
for todo Another tpmeit femeth te 
pou the contrarpe. And whan ye ha⸗ 
ue tafe counceyl in pour feff and ha 
Ue demed By 400d defpBeracion ſu⸗ 
che thyng as femeth pow Befte. Than 
IJcounceyl por to hepe it fecrete And 
bewrape not port counceyl to ony 
pſone Bit pf it fo Be p pe wene ſilrer⸗ 
fp p thrugh pour Bewrapeng poure 
condicion ſhalle Beto pow the more 
prouffptable: for ihũs ſyralꝛ faith. 
nether ¢o chp frende.ne to thy foo dif 
couer not thy fectete counceyl. ne thy 

For they wyl yeue the aydien⸗ 
ce. lolryng ⁊ ſupportyng in pour pre 
ſence. And ſcorne you in pour abſen 
ce. Ay other clerlꝛe ſayth that ſcarſe 
fp (Safe thou fynde ony persone that 
map frepe comrepf fecretelp. The Bo 
he faith whiles p thon hepeft thy coũ 

- cepl in thy herte. hor frepeft itin thy. 
prpfor.c whan thors wrayeſt Hit to 
ony wyght Ke holdeth the in his ſna⸗ 
te. And therfore it te Better to hyde 
pout counceyl in pout herte. tha pre 
ye hym to whom ye haue bewrayed 
pour counceyl hat fe wold lꝛepe tt 
cloes cfiplle. For feneca faith pf it 
Be fo that thou ne map thp counceyl 
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hyde How darſt thor pray ony other 
wyght fo Hyde thy counceyl g lꝛepe it 
fecrete. Bnt yf (hou wene ſilrerly p 
thy bewraypng of thy counceyl to a 

perſone wyl malꝛe tty cõdicion ſton 
ding in the Getter plyght. than ſhalt 

- Chou telle Rpm thy coũccyl as in (hie 
wyſe: Firft ou ſhalt malꝛe no fan 
blaunce whether the were leuer pees 
Of Werre or this oꝛ that ne (Rc we Hur 

not thy wyl. ne thyn entente Foꝛ tray 
fe wel that comunlythyſe counceyl⸗ 

fours Ben flaterere namely the cous 
seplfoursof grete lordes. Foꝛ hep 
enforce them alway rather to ſpelꝛe 

plapſaunt woꝛdes enclynyng to the 
lordes luſte than wordes that ben tre 
We and prouffytable. And therfore 

men ſayn that the riche may hath fet 
dewhan good councepl But pf he haz 
ue it Of hem felf. And after that (hou 
ſhalt confidere thy frendes and thyn 
enemyes .¢ as touchyng thy frendes 

tßou ſhalt conſydere whiche of them 
Ber moſte trewe wyſeſt.moſt faythz⸗ 
ful. ofdeft and moſt approucd in coũ 
reyllyng And of Gem (Galt thou ape 
thy coũceyl as the caas requyreth. F 
fay firft p pe ſhal clepe to pour cour 
cepl pour frendes p Ben trewe Foꝛ fa 
lamon faith right as the herte of a 
man delytetß in ſauour that is ſwett 

Right ſo the counceyl oſ trewe fren⸗ 
des yeieth ſwetenec th ihe ſoule. He 
faith alſo there may no thyng to Bee 
lyſrened to atrewe freude. For certes 
gofd ne ſyluct be not ſo moch worth 
as the good wyl as the trewe frende 
ache he faith p a (reWe frende isa 
grefe defenfe, who pit fpndeth .cer + 

tea he fyndeth a grete treſour ary 
ſzak ye elꝛe pnderſtonde pf p pour tre 
we frendes Ber diſcrete and woyſe for 
the boolꝛ faith Ape alwey thy couieil 
of them p Ber wyſe « By this ſame te 
for ſhalle pe clepe to pour coliccpt of 
pour frendes p Ben of age Whihep 
haue ſeyn many thynges ¢ ben ep + 
pert in opuerfethinges.¢ be appoued 
in couceyllyng. for the Bool: ſailh in 
olde men is the fapience ¢ in Longe te 
me that prudence and tulius favth.p 
Grete thitiges Ber not ap accomplyſ⸗ 
ſhed By ſtrenthe ne Bp ocfpuctnce of 
body. but Bp counceyl and Bp aucto 
ryte of perſones and Bp fcpence the 
wyich thre thinges ne Be not fcble By 
ade Gut certes thep enforce and ens 
crece day by day. And than ſhal ye 
lꝛepe this fora generayl rewle Furpie 
ſhal ye clepe to pour coũceyl a fewe 
Ot pour frendes (hat ben ſperyal for 
falamon faith chany a frende haue 
thou. But amongea thoufand chefe 
the one Be thy counceplfour. For alle 
be it fo p thou firft telle thy couiceylfe 
fofewe. Thou maiſt after telle thy 
oũteyl to mo follre pf it Be nede. But 
lolꝛre alway p thy coticepffours fave 
(ho thre condiciones pF fauc ſaid be 
fore pic to fapethat thep Be trewe. 
wyſe c of ofde experience. And wertr 
not afwap in cuery nede Bp one coũ⸗ 
ceplfour affone. for ſomtyme it Befior 
ucth ¢o Be coũceyſſed Bp manp. For 
ſalamõ ſaith. ſaluacion of hinges 
is there wherebe many coũceyllours 

Now fithe J haue tofoe powof 
Whiche foffre that pe ſſold Bee coun⸗ 
ceyllyd. Mowe wyl J telle whiche 
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aounceyl ye ſtzal eſchewe. firſt ye 
ſhal eſchewe the counceyllyng of fo⸗ 
tes. for Salamon ſayth talrꝛe noo 
counceyl of a fool for he ne car not. 
counceyl But after fie lufte and hys 
affection. he Book fapth that the 
properte of a fool is this. he troweth 
har me lyghtly of enerp wyghte. 
AIAnd lyghtly troweth al bounte in 
Gym felf. pe ſhal alſo efchewe the coũ 
ceyllyng of flaterare ſuche ac enfor 
ce hem rather to prapfe pour perſo⸗ 
tie By flaterye than to telle pow the 
fothfaftenes of thinges. wherfoꝛe 
Tulyus ſayth. Amonge al the peftes 
lences that Bey in frenſhip (Ge gret 4 
feftis flaterpe. And ther for itis mo z 
xe nede to eſchew and drede ffaterere 
thã ony other peple. The boolꝛ faith 
thou ſhalt rather fle z drede the ſwe⸗ 
te wordes of flaterers. and prayſers 
than the care wordes of thy frende p 
{apt tothe thy fothes. Dalamon 
{arth that he wordes of a flaterer. is 
a ſnare to catche Innocẽtes he faith 
alfo he that faith to fis frende wor z 
des of ſwetnes and of pfepfaunce 
ſetteth a nette Before fis feetto catz 
che hyn ¢ therfore faith tulins En⸗ 
clyne not thyn eres to flaterers neta 
he no counceyl of wordes of flaterie 
And caton faith auyſe the welto eſ⸗ 
chewe wordes of flaterey .of ſwete⸗ 
nes and of plepfaunce. And elꝛe thou 
ſhalt eſchewe the coũceylyng of thyn 
olde enemyes that ben recounceyled 
he Books ſaith that no. wyght retor 
aeth in to the grace of his ofde enemi 
es ſaufly. A nd yſope ſaith Ne trufte 
et to theny Wwpth Whom thou haſt 

had warre oxenempte.ne telle not hẽ 
hy counceyl. And ſenelꝛe telleth the 
cauſe why it may not be and ſayth 
where as a grete fyre hath long tym 
endured.that there ne dwelleth ſome 
Bapour of warmnes. And therfore 
faith ſalamon. In thyn ofde foo truf 
te thou neuer Fo2trufp hough thyn 
enempe Be recoũceyled a mafreth the 
chere of humylyte and louteth to the 
wyth Gis Hede . ne trufte hym newer 
hemor. Foꝛ ſilꝛerly he malreth 
that feyned humylyte more for hys 
owen prouffyt har for the loue of 
thyn owen pfone. Bp caufe he demeth 
the to haue victorye ouer his perſone 
by ſuche fayned contenañce. The 
Whiche victorye He myght not haue 
Bp ſtrief newarre Peter alfons ſaith 
nate no felauſhip with thyn olde e. 
nempes for pf thou do thy wyl puer 
ten if fo wiclrednes. ⁊ elꝛe thou muſt 
eſchewe the coũceyl of fuch p Ben thy 
feruatites ¢ Bevery. the grete reueréce. 
Forpauenturethey faye more for dre 

de than forloue.¢ therfor faith a phi 
loſophre m thie wyſe. Ther is no 
Wight pfightly trewe to hym phe ſo⸗ 
re dredeth tulius ſaith there is too 
Wight fo grete as ay emperour that 
long may endure but yf he hane mo 
re loue of his peple thã dꝛede Zhou 
ſhalt eſchewe te coũceyl of follꝛe be 
dronlꝛelewe For they can trot coticerl 
hyde. for Dalamon fapts there 
16 110 pryuyte whete as reygneth drõ 
tenes. pe ſhal alwaye fave 
in ſuſpect ſuche fofheas counceylle 
you ony thyng pryuely and counceil 
le you the contrarye openly. 



The Tale of Chaucer 

Caſſiodre faith hat it is a maner 
ſleyght to hyndre Wan aman ſhe⸗ 
weth to do onething openfp ⁊ wyr⸗ 
lꝛeth the contrarye pꝛeuelp. Zhou 
{Galt alſo haue in fufpect the coun⸗ 
ceyllyng of wyclꝛed follꝛe. For the 
Book ſayth that the counceyl of wic⸗ 
ted fothers allewaye fulof frau de. 
And dauid fapth. Zhat blyſfulis p 
man that hath not fofowed the coun 
ceplof wyclꝛed follꝛe. Thou (halt af, 
fo efchewe the counceyllyng of pong 
folize for Fer counceptit not rppe. 

Dw fpre ſyth J zaue fhe z 
n wWed pow alle this of whi⸗ 
che follꝛe pe (haf tale pour 

counceyl and of whiche follꝛe pe (hal 
efchevoe thept councepl. Now WolF 
telle pou how pe {fat eyamyne pour 
councepl. After the dsoctrpne of Zu z 
lius in examynynge than of posure 
counceplfours. pe ſhal confidere maz 
hyp thynges. Afderfirft hou (halt cõ⸗ 
ſydere that m that thynge that thou: 
att purpofed and Bpon What thyng 
thou ſhal Kane councepl hat veray 
trouthe Befayd and conſerued. This 
is to ſaye. telle al truly thy tafe. 
Foꝛ he that ſayth fafe.mapnot well 
Be counceylſed in ᷣcaas of the whi⸗ 
che he lyeth. And after thys conſyde⸗ 
rethre thynges that accorde to that 
thou purpofpft the firft forto do Bp 
thy counceyllours pf refor accorde 
therto. And che pfthp myght map 
attepne therto. And pf the mote parz 
fe and the Better parte of thy coũceyl 
‘fours accorde therfo 02 10 Thã ſhalt 
thou confpdere what thyng ſhal fo - 

lowe of that counceyllyng as Gate. 
pees. Watte. grace. pꝛouffyt. or doma 
ge. and many other thynges And of 
af thyſe thinges thou ſhalt conſydere 
of what rote is engendryd the mater 
of thy counceyl g what frupt it may 
concerne a engendꝛyn. Thou ſhal 
conſydere elꝛe alle the cauſes from 
whens they be ſprongen And whan 
ye haue examyned pour coũceyl ae 
Jhaue ſaid ¢ whiche parte te the bet 
fet and more prouffytable and haue 
approued By many wyſe folfre and 
olde. Than ſhalt thou tonſydere pf 
(hou may performe it malꝛe of fre 
a G000 eude for reſon Wold not that 
ony man ſpold begynne a thing But 
pf Ge myght perfourme tt as hyn 
oughte.ne no md [hold tafre on Kym 
fo heuy a charge that he mpahtnot 
Beret, Foꝛ the prouerbe faith he to 
moche enBracheth diftrepneth lytyl. 
And caton ſayth alſo aſſaye to d00 
ſuche thinges as thou haſt po wer to 
do. on leſſe p the charge oppreſſe the 
to ſore. And that the behoueth to wep 
uc that thynge that thou haſt begon 
ne.¢ pf that thou Be in doubte whe z 
ther thou map perfourme fit oz not 
Cheſe rather to fuffie thay to begyn 
ne, And peter alfons fapth. pfehou 
haſte myght to doo a thynge whiche 
thou muſt repẽte.it is Better nay tha 
pe. This is to ſaye that it is Better 
to holde thy tonge ſtylle than for to 
ſpelꝛen Zhan maiſt thou vnderſton 
de By ſtrenger reſons. ỹ pf thou haſt 
power fo pfoꝛme a werhre, the which 
thou fhaltrepente. than it is Better 
that thou ſuffre han begynne. 



The Zale of Chaucer 

Syn Hep Hat defẽ den euery wyght 
to aſſayt a thing of the whiche he is 
in doubte. whether Ke map performe 
it or noo. And after whan pe haue 
examyned pour counceyl as I haue 
{apd beforme ¢ lꝛno we Wel (Hat ye 
may performe port empryſe confer 
me tt than ſadly tlie be at an ende. 

Dw itis reſon ſayd fhe ¢ 
tt tyme (hath ſhewe pou wha 

and wherfore (hat pe map 
chaunge pour counceyllours with 
outen teprecf. Dothlp aman map 
chaunge fie counceyl or his purpos 
pf (he cauſe ceſſeth or whan an other 
cauſe begynneth For the lawe vpon 
(Hinges that newly betydẽ behoueth 
newe counceyl. And Seneca faith pf 
that thy councepf come to the eres of 
Wicked men thyn enempes chaunge 
thy counceyl thou mayſt affo chatiz 
ge (hyp counceyl pf fo Be hat ther Bee 
errour o2 hou fynd ony offer caufe 
Harme or dommage may Betpoe. 
Alſo pft6p councepl Be diffoneft or 
ellis cometh of diſhoueſt cuaſe chaũ 
Ge thy counceyl. For the lawe ſayth 
that al beheſtes that been dyſhoneſt 
ben of no Bal we. And elꝛe yf ſo Bef 
it be Inpoſſyble or may not goodly 
Be performed oꝛ lrept. talꝛe this for a 
general rewle that euery counceplp 
16 affermed fo ſtrongly that it map 
not Be chaunged for to condicion 
map Betpde J fape that pihe coñceyl 
is wiclred. , 

hic mefleBeus wha he Herd 
f (Gedoctrincof hie wyf da⸗ 

me prudence He anſwerd in 

thie Wpfe. Dame ſayd he as yet in 
to thie tyme pe haue couenably taus 
ght meas in general now Jſhal go 

uerne me in cheſyng ¢ wythtzoldyng 
of my coũceyſlours But now wold 
FI fapn that pe wold condeſcende eſ⸗ 
pectalc telle me How fphreth or what 
ſemeth pou By pour counceyllours p 
We haue choſen in our prefent nedes. 

p ford fayd fhe J Befeche 
m pou in alle humbleſſe that 

pe wyl rot wylfully replie 
apenſt my reſon.ne diſtempre poure 

herte though J fpefre thing that pou 
difplefe for God Wore that is not min 
entente. J fpelreit for pour Befte. for 
pour honour ¢ proffit efre And ſothſi 
Fhope that pour Benpanpte wyl tas 
he iti paciẽce. that pour coticeplas 
in this cbas ne ſhold not as to ſpe⸗ 
he property Be callyd a coũceyllyng 
But a monycion or a meuyng folpe 
in whiche counceyl pe haue errpd in 
thaſſemblyng of pour coũceyllours 
Ffoꝛr pe (Gold firſt haue clepyd a fe⸗ 
we follꝛe fo pour counceylea after p 
pe myght Hare ſhewed if o moo fol 
he pf it had Benede. Wut certes ye 
haue ſodenly cfeped to pour councal 
a grete multitude of peple ful char z 
geaunt and ful anopors for to Gere 
And ye haue erryd for there ae 
pe ſhol de haue cleped to pour coun⸗ 
ceylle youre trewe frendes olde and 
wyſe ye haue cleped ſtraunge 
follꝛe. fals and flaterars and ene⸗ 
myes recounceylled and fothe .that 
doon now reuerence wythout fou. 
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_ And affo peGaucerrpd for pe haue 
Bbꝛought wyth por pre.couetpfe and 
haſtynes. the whiche thre thinges Be 
conttarpous to euery honeſt coun z 
ceyl ¢ proffptable. ¢ whrche thre thin 
ges pe haue not amenuſed ne deſtro⸗ 

ped netherin por ſelf ne in pou colt 
ceylſours as pe ought pe haue erryd 

_ alfo for pe haue ſhewed to pour coũ 
_ cepifoure pour talent ¢ pour affecct 4 
on to malꝛe watre ation and for to 
doo vengeance. They haue afpped 
Bp pout menyng to what thyng pe 
Be enclpned.¢ therfor haue thep court 
cylled pow rather to pour tafent thã 

to pour prouffpte. pe haue erryd affo 

foꝛ pots ſemeth that it. fuffpfeth pow 
to haue Be counceylled Bp thyſe coũ⸗ 
ceyllours onfp « wyth lytyl a Byfe. 

. Where as in fo grete neve ſo Hye, Hit 
Gad Be neceffarpe mo councepffoure 
Aud more deliberacion to performe 
“pour emprpfe. pe haue erryd affo for 
pe haue not epampned pour coũceyl 
in he forſayd mater ne in dewe maz 
nee as the caas requireth. pe haue er 
ryd for pe haue made no dpupfion 
bytwyye pour councepffours. This 
isto fape Bytwene pour frendes ¢ 
pour feyned counceyllours ne pe haz 
uc not hino we the wylle of pout fren 
des ofde « wyſe. Hut ye haue caft af 
fe fer wordes in an hutchepot. cen, 
clyned pour herte to the more parte t 
fo the gretter nombꝛe ¢ Bp pow cons 
deſcended And affo pe wote wel that 
mer ſhul afway fpnde a gretter par 
fe of nombꝛe of foofes than of wyſe 
mer. And therfore the co unceylles p 
Beer at congregacions ¢ multitude 

of follꝛe there as men talꝛen more vc 
Warde fo the nombꝛe tha (0 the ſapi⸗ 
ence of perſones. pe fee wel ỹ in ſuche 
coũcellinges foles haue the maſtrye. 

Ellebeus anſwerde agayn 
m Igraunte wel J haue errid 
Berutt there ae hou Haft tol 

de me here Befom p he is not to bla⸗ 
me that chaũgeth his coũceyl in cer⸗ 
tayn caas ¢ for certayn Juſt cauſes 
Jam alle redy to chauge mp coun⸗ 
cyllours right as thou liſt cas thou 

- Wplt deupſe. the pꝛoueꝛbe fapth p foz 
fo doo ſynne is manniſſhe. But cers 
(es for to pſeuere long in ſynne it is 

a werlꝛe of the deuyil. 

Otthgis ſentence anſwerd daz 
t me prudence a ſaid evamyne 

pour counceylg lete Be fe whiche of 
- them haue ſpolꝛen moft tefonable « 
taught pou Beft coũceyl a for as mo 
che as the eyxaminacion te nereſſarie 
fate vs begyn at ſurgyens ¢ at phyſi 
ciens p firſt ſpelꝛen in this matere A 
ſay pou phe ſurgyens ¢ the phiſici⸗ 
ene haue (ard pou difcretfp ac them 
ought. For hep faid fulwpfelp p to 
the office of hem Git appertayneth fo 
d0 to cucrp wyght honour ¢ prouffit 
C110 wyght to ennope . ¢ after thepr 
craft oo arete difigéce vnto the cure 
of hem the whiche hep haue in goñ⸗ 
nañce. ⁊ [pr right as they haue anſ⸗ 
werd wyfelp diſcretely. right fo Ti 
rede pou p the p Be hyghly « ſouerain 
fy gwerdonned for her noble ſpeche. 
cele for they ſhold d0 the moze entẽ⸗ 
tif beſynes uy he curacion of poure 
doughter. For affe Be itfo p they Be 
pour frendes Dherfor ſhal penotfuf 
fe p they ſhal feruc pou for nought 
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Bnt ye ought to gouerne hem «(Ge 
we hem largeſſe. And as touchyng 
that the phyſiciens encreſyd in thys 
cas that is to fap py maladies one 
contrarpets waryſſhed Bp another 
contrarpe J wold fap lꝛno we how 
pe vnderſtonde that teyte ¢ what is 
pour ſentence. Certes ſayd mellebe⸗ 
us J Bnderftonde hat in thre wyſe 
That right as they haue doon mea 
contraryous right. ryght fo ſſold J 
do hem another. For right ac they 
haue venged hem on me ¢ doon me 
wꝛonge. right fo Fold F venge me 
On hem a do hem wronge and than 
haue F curcd one contrarye By ano 
ther contrar pe Lofatd dame prudéce 
How lightly is euery mã enclpned fo 
do his owen deſit Chie own pleſãce 
ẽtes ſaid {He the wordes Of ỹphiſiciẽs 
ſhold not Be vᷣnderſtõde wy this wyſe 
for certes wyclꝛednes is not contrart 
oils fo Wpchednes: ne vengeance fo 
Bengeance no wrong to wrong But 
eueriche of them enctefpth ¢ aggred⸗ 
gyth other ut certes the wordes of 
thephificens ſhold Be vnderſtonde 
i this wife. for good ¢ wiclꝛednes Be 
two contrarpous.and pees ¢ warre 
Begeauce ¢ fuffratice and difcorde, 
g accorde and many offer thinges. 
Wutcertes wiclꝛedneſſe (Fal be wart 
(Ged Bp goodnes. Aud difcorde By ac 
corde. ¢ warre Bp pees. ¢ fo forth Bp 
offer thinges. herto accordeth ſcint 
Poule thappoſtle in many places. 
He faith yelde not haꝛme to harme ne 
wyclꝛed ſpeche to wilꝛed ſpeche but 
do Wel fo hym that doth the harme 
and blyſſe hym that faith the harme. 

And in marty offer pla⸗ 
ces he faith < amoneſſheth pecs aud 
accorde. Hut now wold F ſpelꝛe to 
pow of the councepl whiche p was 
peuc to pow By the mer of fawe and 
wyſe follre that farder affe By one ac 
corde as pe haue herde.that ouer aff 
thinges pe (Fold d00 diligence to fe z 
pe pour perfone ¢ fo warnftore pour 
hows And ſayden affo pin (hie caae 
pe ought for to werlꝛe ful aduyſedly 

wyth grete diſcrecion c delyberaciõ 
And ſyre as to the firſt poynte that 
toucheth the lꝛepyng of pour perfor 
ye (Hal vnderſtonde chat bep Hath 
warre Shalle euermore deuoutly « 
melꝛely beſelꝛen ¢ prapen Before alfe 
thinges Ihefu crpfte of his mercy p- 
he wol haue hym in Gis protection t 
Be his ſouerayn helper at his nede. 
For certes in thys werlꝛe there is no 
wyght hat map Be counceylled ne 
lꝛepte ſufficiẽtlpy wythout the lꝛeping 
of our ford Iheſu cryſte. Zo thre eu⸗ 
fente accordeth the prophete dauid p 
faith pf god nefrepe the L pte:in poet 
waheth he that hepethit: Mow fpr 
thar ſhul pe commytte the heppnae 
of pour perfone fo pou trewe fren 
de that Ber p proupd and lꝛnowen 
And of themſhall pe ave helpe pour 
perſone to frepe. ffor Caton farth pf 
thow haue nede of helpe ape it of tht 
frende. And after this than ſhalle pe 
lꝛepe pou from af ftraunde fothes ⁊ 
frofpersand haue alleway in fuf + 
pecte fer compattye, For eter 
alfons fapth ne tafeno companye 
By the waye of ſtranger mer . 
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Gut yf it ſo be thou haue Cnowen 
Sem befoꝛe tyme And pf fo be that pe 
haue not lꝛnowen her. And wyl ne⸗ 
des fal in thy companye perauentre 
wythout thyn aſſente. enquere then 
as ſubtily as thou canſt or mayſt of 
Gis conuerſaſion ⁊ of his lyf Before. 
And fayne thy wap ſay that thou 
wolt go thpder as (hou Woit not go 
And pf Ge Gere afpere Golde the on 
the right ſyde And pf Ge Gere a fwer 
de holde the fifte fpde And after thus 
than ſhal pe hrepe pow wyſely from 
af fuche maner pepfe as J haue ſaid 
Before d hem and her counceyl eſche⸗ 
we. And after this than ſhal ye lrepe 
pow in ſuche maner p for ony pte, 
ſumpfſyon of pour ſtrengthe. that pe 
deſpiſe ne attempte not the might of 
pour aduerſarye. And thus beware 
pve lette not the lrꝛepyng of pout per 
forte for ony prꝛeſumpcion. Foꝛ every 
Wpfe man dredeth His cnemype. And 
ſalomon fapth wylful is hep of too 
(Hing Hath drede. For certes Be that 
thorugh the hardynes of hie herte oz 
Of hym feff Gath to arete prefumpcs 
hym ſhal euyl Betpde.than ſhal pow 
cuer more contrewayte enbuſſhemẽ 
tis in ſpeciall. For ſenelꝛe ſayth the 
wyſe mã that dredeth harmes eſche 
weth. harmes ne he fallith no peill ỹ 
perꝛilleſchewith. ⁊ al Bert fo p thou fe 
me pthou Be in fifier place. pet (Haft 
thou do alway difpaencein lꝛepyng 

of thy perfone not only from thy are 
feft enemyes But from the fefte ene z 
mipe: Dupde fapth that the lytyl we⸗ 
ſyl wold fle a arete bolſe c the grete 
Rerte. And the Book: fapth. That alp 

tylthorne map prpche tie lꝛynge fat 
fore. And an houde Wyt fic the wylee 
Bore But nevertheles J fape not that 
thou ſhalt Be fo cowards that thou 
double. Where as is no diede. The 
Goofs ſayth that fom follꝛe haue are 
tefuft to defcepuc But pee thep dreden 
em to Be defcepucd. thou fhait diede 
to Be enpoyſoned. and lrepe the fiom 
the companye of ſcorners foꝛ the 
boolꝛ ſayth ſcornes malꝛe no compa 
nye. Buttflee her woꝛdes 
as venym. Now as fo the fecounde 
poynt where ag pour wyſe counceyl⸗ 
fours conceyſſed pow to warnfior 
pour fous wyth arete dyſigence F 
Wold fayn fino we how that pe vn⸗ 
derſtonde the wordes ¢ what is the 
ſentence chellebeus anfwerd 7 ſayd 
Certes J vnderſtonde it in this wy⸗ 
ſe that F ſhalle warnſtore my hous 
wyth toures ſuche as Be caſtellys « 
other maner edyfyces wyth armire 
and other maner artylerye by ſuche 
thinges whiche I map my perſone ¢. 
my hous ſo defẽde myenemys ſhal 
be in drede my Hous for fo approche. 

D thie ſentence anfwerde az 
€ MON prudence. warnftozpng 

ſayth (Ge of arete towres ¢ 
edifyces wyth grete coftages ⁊ grete 
trauaylſ. And whan hat hep Be ac. 
complyſſhed pet Be thep not worth a 
firawe Sut pf thep Ger defended By 
trewe frendes that Bern ofde and wy⸗ 
fe. And vnderſtonde wel that he are 
teft and ftrongeft garyſon that a ri⸗ 
che man map haue as well to frepe 
his perſone as his Good. is that he 
Be Befoupd wyth his ſubgettys and 
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Fortius faith tuliꝰ p thereis ama 
Her garifon pro mã may vainquiſ 

ſhe ne difcdfite.¢ prea lord to Be be, 
louyd of fis cyteſeyns ¢ of Hie peple 
Now fpr as to your thirde poynt 
where as pour wyjecolde couceyl⸗ 
fours fapd p ye ne ought not fodentt 
ne haſtely to proceder thre nede But 
P ye oughten to purucpe ¢ apparap 
len in this caas wyth grete oifigence 

grete deliberacion truly Jtro we 
they ſayden right wyſely «riage ſo h 
Foꝛ tuſiꝰ ſaith wy eueri nede er thou 
begynne yet apparayl the wyth gre⸗ 
te diligence thã in vengeãce talryng 
in warre in bataile ci warnſtoring 
er (hou begynne Jtede p thou appa 
reylle the therio @ 00 it wyth grete de 
liberacion For tuliꝰ ſaith p long ap 
parayling Before the bateyl matreth 
fGort Bictorpe And caffpodze faith p 
the garyſon is the ſtrenger whan it 
is longe tyme aduyſed Dut row faz 
te Bs ſpelꝛe of the coũceyl y Was ac⸗ 
corded Bp pour neyghebours fuche 
as don pou reuerence wythouten lo⸗ 
uc. pour olde enemyes recounſyled. 
pout flaterers p coũceyl pou certayn 
thinges openly. And prpucly coũceyl 
port te contrarye. Zhe pong follꝛe p 
counceylſe pou to auenge you a maz 
fre warre anon, Lertes fpr as J haz 
we fapde Before. pe haue gretely errid 
to haue cleped fuche maner of fofhe 
to pout coũceyl. which coũceylſouꝛs 
Beary ynougß repreupd aforefapo By 
teafon. Sut neuertheles fate vs nou 
deſcende to the ſpecyall. pe ſhal firſt 
procede after the doetrine of tulius. 
Lertes tie trouthe of this matere or 

of this coũccyl nedeth not dyligentſy 
tenquyre. For it is wyſt Welt Whrehe 
they Bep haue don to pow thts tref⸗ 
paas ¢ vylonye and how mary treſ 
paſſours. a in what maner p thep a 
ue do to pou alle thie Wionde alle 
this vylonye. And after this ſhal pe 
epampne the f. condcondicton . whi⸗ 
(he tze fame tuliucaddethin tips 
famemater. for TZulius puttetha 
thing whiche p he calleth cofenting . 
this is to fap Who Ben thep ¢ whiche 
Bey thep how many confenting to 
thre couceyl in thp wylfulnes to d00 
haſty Bengedce. And lete cõſider af, 
fo Who Beticp chow many Be they 
p cõſenteden to pour aduerfarpes. ¢ 
teites as to the firſt poynt it is well 
lrno Wer whiche follꝛe hep be that cd 
ſented to pour haſty wylfulnes. Fox 
certes alle tho that counceyſſed pow 
to malꝛe ſodeyn warre be not pour 
frendes Lete Be now confpdere whi⸗ 
che Be hep ỹ pe holdẽ fo gretely pour 
frendes as to pour perfone. For al Be 
it fop ye Be fo myghty ¢ riche Certes 
pe Be But affone. For pe haue no chil 
de Bit a doughter. Nepe haue noo 
bꝛethern ne cofprs Germans ne no⸗ 
ne other nyghe lꝛeynrede. wherfoꝛ 
ydour enemyes for dꝛede ſholde ſtynte 
to plete With pow or diſtroyen your 
perſone ye hriow affo p pour ryches 
muſt Be deſpended in dyuerſe par⸗ 
tes ⁊ whan petterp wyght hath hys 
parte they ne wyl tthe Bre lytylre⸗ 
warde to vengen por deth. 
Wut porate nemies Bev thre and they 
haue matty chyldrey Bꝛethern 
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Lofpris. And other nyghe lrynrede. 
And though ſo were that thou had⸗ 
deft ſlayn two or thre of them. yet 
dwellen there ynough to wrelꝛen fer 
deth and to ffeethp perfone. And 
though fo Be that poure fxpnrede Be 

— more fpher and ſtedfaſt (ary the fut. 
rede of pour aduerfarpes. pet neers 

theles poure fiptirede nye But after 
fipnrede thep Be But lytyl ſubget to 
pow  And¢helrpurede of poure 
enemyes Ben nyghe ſybbe to then . 
And certes as in that her condycion 
is Better than youris. Dhan fete Be. 
confitere affo pf that the councepf of 
Gem that coñceil pow to talre ſodeyn 
vegeaunce wheter it accord ¢o refory 
6200. And certes pe hrrow wel nap 
For ae Be right or teafon there map 
no man talꝛe hengeance on no Wy z 
ght But the Juge hat hath the Juriſ 

diction of it whan it te graũted hym 

fo tafe that Benaearice haſtely o2 at 
temperatly ae the fawe requireth. 
And pet more ouer of that word that 
Tulyus fapth and cieped cdcentpng 
thou ſhalt confpoere pf thy mpaft ¢ 
thy power may confente and fuffpfe 
fo tip wylfulnes and fo (By coũceyl⸗ 
fours. ¢ cfes thou maift wel fap nap 
For ſilꝛerly as forto ſpelꝛe properly 
Wwe map doono thing But onfp fu z 
che (hinges ae Wwe may do rightfully 
And certes thou mayſt riahtfullp ta 
he Bengeance. as Of pour propre auc 
forpte. Zhan map pe fe that pour po 
wer ne confenteth ne accordeth pour 
wylfulnes. Lefe Be examyne the 
thyrd popnt that tulius cfepeth cons 

fequent. thou vnderſtonde p the Sens 
geance that (hou purpofeft to take 
is-confequent. And (Herjor fofoweth 
another vengeance petpfand wars 
te and otferdommages wythout nd 
bre of whiche We Be not warre as at 
(his tyme. and ac touch yng the four 
the parte p tuliꝰ clepeth engendung 
Thou ſhalt confpoere p thie wrong 

- Wehiche 16 don to the. is engendꝛyd of 
the hate of pry enemyes gz of ber» 
geance talryng Bpon hem that wold 
engendre & nother vengeance « mos 
che ſorowe and wafipnae of aches 
as J ſayd before, Now fpreasto 
the fyfthe poynt. whiche (fat (ufius 
cfepeth caufes which is the {aft point 
(Hou (hal vᷣnderſtonde p iffie wrong 
(hat thou haſt recepued hath certain 
caufes whiche that clerlꝛes clepen o2 
ryens and effycience g caufa Longin 
qua and cauſa proppiiqua This is 
to faye the fer cauſe c the nygh caufe 
The fercaufers alle myghty god p 
is caufe of alle thynges. The neer 
caufe 6 thy thre enemyes. Zhe caufe 
acpoental was fate. Zhe caufe maz 
terpaffe is (he fpue Wwoundes of thy 
doughter. The cauſe formal ie the 
cauſe of fer worchynge bꝛouhten 
ladders and clomben in at the wyn⸗ 
dowes Theſe cauſe fynal wae to 
fle thy doughter it letted not in as 
moche as in hem Was. Wut forfo 
ſpelꝛe of thre fynall cauſe as what 
ende they ſhal come or What ſhal fp 
nally betyde of hem in this caas Ne 
can J not deme But by coniectyng ¢ 
fuppofpng For we ſhal eer that 

t 
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ep ſhal coine to a wyclꝛed ende. Bp 

cauſe that the bolꝛ of the decres fatth 
Seide on wyth grete payn be cauſes 
brought to a good ende. whan they 

Be Booty begonne. Now ſyre pf men 

wold ape me why that god fuffteth 

men (0 d0 this vylonye certes Ji can 

riot Wel anſwer as for no ſothfaſtneſ 

fior tap poftte ſayth. That the ſcien 

ce and the Jugementys of our lorde 

god almyghty Been ful depe. There 

may no man compꝛehende ne ſerche 

Bem ſuffyciently. Neuertheles By cer⸗ 
tayn preſumpcious ¢ comectpng J 

holde aid Bette (hat wyght that is 

ful of Juſtice and rightfulneſſe hath 

ſufftyd thus to Betpde Bp Juſt caufe 

crefoitaBle. Zhy names mefleBee . 
This is to fape ama that drynlꝛeth 

hony. thou aft dꝛonlꝛe fo moche fo 

ny of ſwete temporel riches and defp 
ccs of Honour of thie woꝛlde p thou 

art drontre ¢ Haft forgoten Gui cciſte 

thp creatour Thow ne Haft doon to 
hym fuche honour and reuerence as 

{how oughteſt. Me thou ne Haft talꝛe 
lꝛepe of the woꝛdes of Ouyde p faith 

rider the hony of the Goodes of the 

Body ig hyd venym that ſleth the fou 

fe. And ſalamon faith pf thow haſt 
founde hony ete of it that fuffyfeth . 

for pf thou ete of it outof mefure. 

thou ſhalt ſpewe. and Be nedy and 
poure. and parauenture Criſt hath 
the in de ſpyte. a hath torneth a way 

fro the Gis face and hie miſericorde 

And fo Ke Hath fuffrid hat thou Haft 

Be punyſſhed in he maner that how 

Haft treſpaced. Thow haſt don (prez 

ne agapn our ford Iheſu crifte. For 

certes the thre chempes of manlꝛyn⸗ 
de that is to faye the fleeſſhe thc fende 
and he world thou Haft fuffrpd hem 
for to entre in fo the herte wylfullye 
By the wyndo wes of thy Bodp. And 
Haft not defendeth thy felf ſnffycient 
fy agaynſt Ger aſſaultes ¢ her temp⸗ 
tacions. ſo that they haue Wounded 
the ſoule in fyue places that is to faz 
ye the dedely ſynnes that been entred 
in fo thy herte Be the frue wyttes: 
And in this maner our lord ihũ criſt 
Hath ſuffred that thy thre enmyes be. 
entryd in to thp hous By the wyndo⸗ 
Wee. And haue wounded (fy dough 
ter in he maner aforſayd ’ 

Eertes ſayd Mellebe F fee 
cwelÿ ye enforce pow my⸗ 

lꝛyl by woꝛdes to ouerco⸗ 
mie mie in ſuche maner as J ſhal not 
Henge me of myn enmyes ſhewyng 
methe peryl ¢ the euyl that myght be 
falle of thie Benacaunce. But who 
fo wold confpdere in alle dengeaun⸗ 
cee the peri and the euyl that myght 
{ewe of Sengeaunce takyng aman 
wold neuer tafe vengeaunce ano p 
were harme for Bp vengegunce ta - 
lryng ben wyclꝛed men deſſcuerd fro 
the good men. And they that haue 
wylto do wyclꝛednes reſtreyne het 
wyclred purpoos whan they fee the 
punyſſyng and the chaſtyſyng of the 
treſpaſſours And pet ſaye F more. p 
right as By ſynguler preſumpcyon 
Ge ſynneth in talꝛryng vengeance of 
another man Kight foo fprinets the 
FJ uae pf Fe taBe not ĩ doo vengean. 
ce on Kem that it haue deſeruid. 
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Senebꝛe faith thus, That mayſter 
is good fe ſayth that repreuyth jhre 

wes And caſſyodre ſayth aman oie 
detß to doo outragpouflp whan he 
woot and Knoweth that it dyſple⸗ 
ſettz the Juges and ſoueraynes. and 
another ſayth The Juge that dre⸗ 
deth fo doo right maketh ſhrewes. « 
faint poufe thapofife fapth how be 
wryteth to (he romapne that the Jus 
Ges Bere not the fpere wythout caufe 
But thep Bere it fo ponyſſhe the ſhre 
Wee and myſdoers. And for to defen 
den the good men. pf pe wyl taue 
bengeance on pour enmyes pe (Hall 
tefoutte and haue pout cours to the 
Juge that Kath the Juryfdiction v⸗ 
pon fem and pe (haf punyſſhe Fan 
a6 the lawe ayed ¢ requypreth. 

Daypd HetleBe thie Senge 
a ance fpReth meno thpnae. 

: Jbethynke me nowe ¢ tas 
Le Rede Gow that fortune hath noriſ 
(Bpd me fro mp chyldhode and holpe 
meto pafle many a ſtraunge paas 
Now wol J affape in Fer tio wynge 
wyth goddes helpe hat ſhal me ſaue 
for to Berge. certes ſayd prudence pf 
pe wyl werbe By my coüceyl ye ſhal 
not aſſaye fortune by no waye. ne 
pe ſhalle not lene ne borwe vnto her 
after the worde of ſeneke. Foz thyn⸗ 
Ges that ben folyly don and that Bee 
doon in hope of fortune (Raff neuer 
come to good ende And as to the fa z 
me fenelie fapth the more cere and 
the more ſhynyng that fortune is. the 
moze bꝛotyl. andthe ſonner Broker 
ſhe is. Truſte ye 

not in Ger. For there nys no ſtedfaſt⸗ 
hes ne ſtablenes in her. For whan 
thou troweſt to Be mofie jure and ſy 
Ker of fer. She wyl faylle and oes 
cepucthe. And whereas pefapnp 
fortune hath noryſſhid pou m poute 
chitdhode.F fap that therers fo my + 
kyl the laſſe truſte in your Witte. For 
ſeneke ſayth what man that is no⸗ 
ryſſhed By fortune ſße mal yth Gym 

a fool. Now ſythen ye deſyren c aye 
vengeance. And the vengeance that 
is doon after the lawe and beſore the 
Juge lyketh not pow. And the Bers 
geance that is doon in hope of fort 
ne is peryſous and vncertayn. than 
haue ye no remedye but for to haue 
pour recours vᷣnto the ſouerayn Fis 
Ge that vengeth af vylonyes ã wron 
ges. and fe (fal Benge pow aftcr fs 
hzym felf wytneſſeth wher ac Fe faith 
leue pe the Bengeance vᷣnto me and 
Fi (Halle do fit. F 

Elſebee anſwerd yf F Bett 
m ge me not of the vylonye 

men haue don vnto me J 
ſommone and warne hem that haue 
don fo me thie Spfonye and af offer 
fo d00 me Splonye. for it 16 wryton 
pf thou takeſt no vengeãce of a ofd 
vylonye.thou ſomoneſt hp aduer s 
ſarye to d0 the a newe vylonye. 
Alſo for my ſuffraunce men wolde 
doo me ſo grete Bpfonpe pI myght 
not bere it ne ſyſteyne it ¢ han (fold 
F Ge put ¢ Holde ouer lowe. For men 
fapn in mphplfuffring (fal many 
thynges faffe Bnto the whiche thou 
nefhafmowfuffre. - — 
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and Jugemeut @ in the mpage and 
power of fis enemyes. For ſalamõ 
ſapth Hefcue meand peue credence 
to that J ſhal fape ne yeue never the 
power ne goucrnaunce of thp good: 
des.to the ſone. to thy wyf. to thy frẽ⸗ 
‘dc ne to thy Bioder.ne pene thou my 
ght ne mayſtrye ouer hy body BG 
Left thou lyueſt. Nowfpth that 
he defendeth that a man (Fold not 
pettc to his Broder ne to Gis frende the 
myght of hts body By a ſtrenger re + 
for he defendeth aman to pene hym 
fo His enemye And neuertheles F cout 
cepl pou p pe inpftruft not my foro. 
for F wote wel and kno we verrely 
that he is debonayr. meke. large and 
cuitcps and nothyng deſyrous ne co 
uetoits of good ne tiches. For ther is 
no thing in this worlde he defpreth 
more (har worſhip and honour. 
ForthermoreF Knowe and am full 
ſure that he nothing ſhal doo in this 
dede wythout my councepf. And J 
ſhal ſo werhe in this cas that Bp the 
grace of our ford god pe ſhal Be res 
counceylled Bnto Be. Than fapd 
thep pth one Bops. woꝛſhipful la⸗ 
dp We put Bs ¢ our goodes in poute 
wyl aud difpoficion alle fulfp. And 
Be re dp for to come What dap (Hat it 
fpZeto yont nobleſſe to affpane Be 
forto make our obligacions g Bon, 
des affo ſtronge as it ſhal lyle Suto 
pour goodnes that we mowe fulfyf 
fe the wyl of pow a of mp ford Melle 
Bee. whan dame pruderice Fad Gerd 
tie anfwers of thyſe mey. She Bad 
hem retorne pꝛyuely. And ſhe retor 2 
ned agayn to her lord mellebe « tol⸗ 

clared. 

de hym Gow fe fonde his aduerſa⸗ 
ryes ful repentant Kero wlechyng ful 
fowlp fer ſynnes and trefpaas And 
how thatthep were redp to fuffre alt 
payne requyryng hym ofmercpand — 
pyte. Than ſayd mellebe he is well 
worthy to haue pardon and forye⸗ 
uenes that excuſeth hym not of his 
ſynne. Hut anowlecheth and repen⸗ 
teth hym ayyng Indulgence for his 
ſynne. Senehee ſayth There is the res 
myſſyon ard foryeuenes. Foz the 
colifeffion is nyghbout to Innocen 
ce. And therfor J aſſente and confor 
me to haue pees. Dut it is Good that 
We d00 not wythout the wyl of oure 
frendes, | 

Han Was Prudence rpage 
t gladzFopefuland ſayde 

certes (pre pe haue wel and 
Gooolpanfwerde, for right as Bp 
the counceyl aſſente t helpe of poure 
frendes pe haue ſtyryd to doo venge 
pou and make warte ryght ſo with 
outer her councepl ſhalle pe not ac⸗ 
corde pou ne haue pecs wyth poure 
aduerſaryes. Foꝛr the lawe fapth (hes 
re is no thynge foo good Bp waye of 
l ynde as a thyng to Be vnboũde Bp 
Byin that it was bounde. And thar 
dane Prudence wythout delaye or 
taryeng ſent anon her meſſagers for 
her kyn and her olde frendes whiche 
Were trewe and wyſe. And tolde Gerry 
Bp ordre in preféce of mellebe af thie 
mater as is aboue expreſſyd and de 

| And praped 
hem that hep wolde fape fer aduyſe 
and conncepffe what were beſte to 
d00 In thie nede. And whan 
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Wie thynke and confpdere we haue 
deſerued to Haue them ..¢ ſaynt Gre 

~ Gory fapi§. hat whan aman confps 
dercth Wel the nombre of his defaul⸗ 
fee and [prines.the paynes and trp, 
Bufacione that he fuffreth femen the 
laſſe to pm. ¢ uy ae moche as hym 
thyn Beth Gis fynnes more heuy and 
greuous wy ſo moche femeth his pap 
ne more lyghter and eſyer to hym. 
Alſo pe oughten to encipne and bo⸗ 
we pour herte to take the pacience of 
our ford Ihũ crpfteas ſayth ſaynt 
Peter in His epyſtles. Iheſu Cryſte 
Ge ſayth that ſuffred for Bo and paf 
enfampfe to euery man to fofowe ¢ 
ſue hym for Ge dyd neuer ſynne. Me 
neuer cam ther out of his mouth Bp 
leynes Worde: whan men curfid hym 
Ge curfedGer not, And wßan men 
beten hym. he mattafced hem nor. af, 
fo the arete pacpence p fapntes whi⸗ 
che that Ber in paradpfe haue Gad ty 
trpSufacions that thep haue fuffred 
wythouten her deferte o2 gylte ought 
moche ſtyrre pour pacience. Forpe 
ſhold enforce yow to haue pacience. 
Conſyderyng the trybulacions of 

this word that lytyl whyle enduren 
and ſone paſſyn and goon. and the 
Joye that a man feBeth By pacience 
th trybulacions is perduraBle. After 
that the Apocalyps fapth in Fis epift 
le. Zhe tope of god he fapth te perdu 
rabltaht isto faye euerlaſtyng alſo 
tro we pe wel and eRe beleue ſtedfaſt 
fp that he is not wel noriſſhyd ne Wel 
taught that wyl not haue pacience 
ite wyl not recepuc pacyence. for fa 

famen fapth That the doctrpne of a 
man and (he wytte is Rnowen bp 
pacyence. Andin another place fe 
ſayth ỹ he that is pacyẽt gouerneth 
hym by grete in prudence. the fame 
Salamon ſayth The angry and he 
wꝛathfulman maketh nopfes, And 

erfectioy.. Yu 
euery man map not haue the perfecs 
cion that pefeRe .neF am none of p 
nomBre of right perfight men. For 
my herte may neuer be in pees vnto 

the tyme that it Be bengyd ¢ af Ce it 
foo thatit was grete perplto myn cs 
nemyes fo doo me a vylonye in fas 
Lyng vengeance Spon me: pet toRe 
they no hede of the parpl But fulfpl 
led their wpcKed wyfandcozage.. — 
And therfor me thinketh men ought 
not to repreuc me, (hough FI put me 
in a lytyl paryl for to Berge me. 
And thouah J do a arete evceffe. 
That is to faye that JIa Henge one 
outrage by a nother. 

Sapde dame prudence pe 
a fappour wylle as pou fps 

Reth ut in no caas of the 
B it, 
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world of a man Hold not do outra⸗ 
ge ne exceſſe for to Benge hym. Foꝛ 
caſſyodrte faith that as euyl doth Ge 
ffataBenacth hym Bp outrage ae 
He that doth the outrage. And therfoz 
pe (Gal Benge pow after the ordre of 
Tight. p is to fay Bp thelawe. cnot Bp 
exceſſe ne Bp oultrage ¢alfo if ye wil 
venge pou of the oultrage of poure 
aduerſaryes in offer maner. pe ſin 
ne. a therfor ſayth ſenek p a mã ſhal 
nen vengeſhrewdnes by ſßrewdnes 
and pf (hat pe ſaye that right axed a 
man to defende Hpofence by vyolen⸗ 
ce. and fyghtyng Bp fyghtyng Lerz 
tes pe ſaith foth. whan the defence is 
doon anon wythouten interual or 
wyttzouten taryeng or delay for to 
deſende hym and not for to venge 
hym. And pet Behouets that a man 
put ſuche temperaunte in hie defen⸗ 
ce that mien haue no cauſe ne mater 
fo reproche hym that defendeth hym 
of oultrage or exceſſe. for ellys we 
re it agayn reſon Parde pe knowe 
wel that pemateno defence as nou 
fo2 fo defende pow. But for fo Benge 
pow. And fo ſueth it Hat pe haue no 
wylto do pour wyl atfemperatfy. 
And therfoꝛ me thyn Gets that paciz 
ence is good. For fafamon ſayth. 
Ge that is not pacient ſhal haue gre⸗ 
te harme. 

Ertes ſaid mellebe A graũ 
cte yow whan a man is in 

pacient and wꝛoth of that 
whiche torched hym not ¢ that ap z 
perteyneth rot to hym. though thar 
me hym itis no wonder. For thefas 
We faith that he is cufpable that ens 
fermpneth or medleth of thyng that 

apperteyneth not to hym. And fata, 
mon farts. Zhat he that entermeteth 
hym of the noyſe of firpfof another 
man. Je lylie to hym that taketh a 
ſtrãge hoũd By the eeres. For right as 
he that taketh a ſtrange found bp 
the eerys. he is offer vohple Biter) with 
the hound. Kyght in the fame wyfe. 
itis reſon that He Fane harme that 
Bp his Inpacience medlyth hym of 
the noyſe of another ma Where ac it 
apperteyneth not to hym. ut pe 
Rnowe wel that this dede that is fo 
ſay my grief and my deſire toucheth 
me ryght nygh. and therfore though 
F Be wꝛothe and Inpacient it is noo 
meruayl. And ſauyng pour graceF 
can not ſee that Jſhold aretely Kar z 
me me though F to Re vengeance. 
ForF am riche ¢ more myghty thã 
myn enemyes ben and itis wel Eno 
Wei that By money and hauyng are 
te poceſſyons Ben af thynges of thie 
word gouerned. And affo ſalamon 
ſayth that alle thyſe thynges oBepen 
to money. whan prudence had herde 
Her huſpond a vaunte hym of bie ris 
cheſſe and of his monep difprapfing 
the power of fis enemyes fhe fpack 
and fapd in this wyſe. certes dere fpr 
Igraunte pow that pe Be riche and 
mighty. And that richeffes Ber good 
fo hem hat Katte goten hem wel and 
that wel cary Bfe them. for ryght ac 
the Body of a man map not lyue wie. 
Gout the ſoule. nomore may the fpf 
wythout tempore goodes And By 
ticheffemap a man dete hym grete 
frendes.and therfore ſayth pamphyz 
les pf an erles doughter Be ryche Ge 

* 



The wale of Chaucer 

fapth (be map chefe of a thoufand 
men whom ſhe wyl take to her huſ⸗ 
Bond. Foꝛ of athouſand men one 
wyl not forfake her. And this pam⸗ 
phples ſayth affo.pf that thou Be rps 
ght happy that is to fape pf thou be 
ryche thou (Haft fynde a grete nom + 
Bre of felawes and frendes. And pf 
thy fortune chatige farewel frenffip 
and felauſhip for thou ſhalt Be afo + 
ne wythout ony companye. But pf tt 
Bc the companye of ponte folke. ¢ 
pet faith this pamphyles moze ouer 
that thep that Ben Bonde and thraft 
of fpnaae ſhal be made worthy and 
noble By richeſſe. And right fo as By 
rycheſſe there come manp goodes. 
right fo Bp pouerte there comen ma z 

fr 

ty harmes and euyllys. And therfor 
slepeth caffpodre pouerte the moder 
of tupne that 16 to fape (he moder of 
ouerthrowyng o2 of fallyng dour 
And therfore fapth Peter alfons one 
of the greteft aduerſyteys of thys 
world is whan a freman of kynde 
02 Of byrthe is conftrapned Bp pouer 
te to ete the almeſſe of His enemye. 
And the fame fapth Innocence in 07 
ne of fis Bookes that foroufuf and 
myſhapppy is the condprion of a pots 
te Beggar. For pf he ape not hie mez 
te he dpeth for Rounate ¢ pf he ave 
Ge dpeth for ſſame. and algate neceſ 
ſyte conſtreyneth hym to axe. And 
theꝛfoꝛ ſayth ſalamon That Better 
it is to dye than to haue ſuche pouer 
te. And ae the fame Salamon fapth 
Better itis to dpea Byttet deth than 
to fpue fushealpf:Dp tſeſe teſons 

Jhaue ſayd Bufo pow and by ma⸗ 
ny other that F coude fap J graũte 
that richeſſe ben good to them that 
gete hem Wel and fo tho hat Bfe wef 

thyys rycheſſe. And therfoꝛ wylT (Hee 
We pow.fow pe fal behaue pow in 
gadryng of pour richeſſe. cin what 
maner pe ſhal vſe them. Fyrſt pe 
ſhal gete hem wythouten grete deſyr 
Bp good leyzer ſoleyngly and not o⸗ 
uer haſtely. For a man that is to de⸗ 
ſyryng in getyng ryches haboũdeth 
hym firſt to thefte and to alle other 
myſrewles And therfor ſayth ſala⸗ 
mon he that haſteth hym to beſily fo 
Waye riche he ſhal be none Innocẽt 

He fapth alſo thac che riches chat af 
tely cometh to a man ſoon and haſ⸗ 
te ly goth and paſſeth from a mary. 
Hut that rirhes that cometh lytyl « 
lytyl wepit alway and myltyplyeth 
And therfor pe (Halle aefe ryches By 
pour wytte and Bp pour traueyl vn 
fo pout prouffpt. And that wpthous 
ten wꝛong 92 Harme doyng fo ouy o 
ther perſone. Foꝛ the lawe ſaith thee 
maketh no man hym feff riche pf Ge 
d00 harme fo another wyght. This 
is fo faye (hat nature defendeth and 
forbedeth By ryght hat no man ma 
Le hym riche vnto the harme of ano 
ther perfone. And tufpus fapth that 
no ſoro we ne dred of dethe ne of (hut 
ae that may befalle vnto aman is 
fo moche agaan nature as a man fo 
encrecen his owen prouffit to the har 
me of another man.¢ though p gre⸗ 
feand myghty men gote ryches mo⸗ 

1¢ lyghtly than thou. yet ſhalt thou 

B® iit. 
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affe wyſe fic ydſenes for fafamon 
fapts That he thattraueleth in pole, 
nes teched a man fo doo marty euyl⸗ 
les. And tie ſame ſalamon fapth. He 
Sat traueylleth and beſyeth hym fo 
tpffe Gis fonds ſhal cte Bicde. And he 
(Hat is pole and caftcth hym to noo 
Bef pites ne occupacion ſhall fattc in 
fo pouerte cdpe for hungre And hep 
16 pofe ¢ ſlowe can neuer fynde coue 
nable tyme forto doo his prouffyt. 
Fortheris a verſefyar ſayth. that the 
ydle man eycuſeth hym in wynter 
By cauſe of the grete cofde d in ſom⸗ 
mer Bp encheſon of hete. For thyſe 
cauſes ſayth caton wa leeth ¢ encly⸗ 
neth pore not ouer mp pf fo ſlepe. 
For ouer moche reſte noryſſhith and 
cauſetß many Spces.c therfor ſayth 
Seynt Jerome doth ſome good de⸗ 
des p the deuyl whiche pis pour ene⸗ 
mye fynd poun not Bnocupped. for 
thhe deieyl taketh not lyghtly fo his 
worchyng fuche as he fyndeth ocupt 
ed in good Werke, Than thirs in ge⸗ 
tyng of richeſſe pe muſt fice pofenes 
And afterwaꝛd pe ſhal Bfe the riches 
Whiche pe haue goter Bp pour wytte 
« By pour trayneyl in fuche maner p 
men Gold pow not fo frarcene to fpa 
ryng ne to fool large that is to faye 
ouer large a ſpender for right as 
men blame an auarycious man by 
cauſe of his ſcarſenes ¢ chyncerye. in 
(He fame wyſe te heto Blame ſpen 
deth ouerfaraelp And cherfor 
caton faith Ble thy ryches that thou 
Haft coter in fuche manner as men 
Have no mater ne caufeto fap ne cal 

(e the neptier wretehe ne chpnshe. for 
it 16 a Grete [Haste fo a man to haue 
apoure herte ¢ a riche pure. Ge faith 
alfo the goodes that thot Haft goten 
Bfe them Gp mefure p isto fap ſpend 
ther mefirraBly For thep that folyly 
ſpende ⁊ waſten the goodes that thep 
haue. whan they haue nomoꝛre pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe of theyr owen. they ſhapen them 
to take the goodes of other mẽ J fap 
thar that pe ſhal flee auaryce vᷣſyng 
pour rycheſſe in ſuche maner that 
men ſaye not that youre rycheſſes is 
deuourcd. But that pe haue them in 
pour myght in pour weldyng. Foz 
the wyſe man repreuyth the auarici⸗ 
ous man and ſayth thus in two Ber 
ſys. wherto and Why buryeth a man 
Bis oWer goodes By Hie grete auarp 
cet Rnowethwel p nedes muſthe ne 
Foꝛ deth te the ende of eueryman as 
in Chis preſent lyf. forwhat caufe ¢ 
encheſon Joyneth or Bnpttheth he 
hym ſofaſt to his godes p af his wyt 
tes mowe not deſſeuere me departe 
hym from fis goodes. And knoweth 
wel oz owght to Rnowe that whan 
Bets dede Ge ſhal nothyng Bere wyth 
hymn out of this world. And therfor 
ſayth faint Zuguſtyn. That the aud 
rpcious man is (pened vnto helle. 
f the more it ſwolowe the nore Hit de 
fpreth fo ſwolowe and to deuoure. 
And as wef as pe wold efchew fo Be 
called ay auaricious may or a chine 
che as wel ſhold ye Repe pow g gos 
uerne pow in ſuche wyſe that me. 
not Be pofe . Wut ſhewe to 
doo thp prouffyt. For (hou (Galt in 
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tepepow not fooffarge. = 
EHerfor fapt} Tulyus the goodes 
Ge opencd Bp pyte and Bp debonayr⸗ 
te that is to fapeto yeue hym parte p 
haue grete nede. Ne thp goodes (Fold 
not be ſo open to be euery mannes 
goodes Afterward in geting of pour 
rycheſſe and vſyng hem pe ſhal alle⸗ 
Wap haue thre thinges in pour herte 
That is to ſaye our lord god. goode 
conſience. and god name. firſt pe 
ſhal haue godin pout herte. And for 
no tpches pe ſhal doo no thyng Wht, 
che may in ony mance wyſe dpfpfefe 
god that is our creatour and malꝛer 

After he word of Salamon it ie 
Better to haue a lytyl good wyth the 
loue of god than for to haue moche 
golde ond treſour and to leſe the foue 
of his lord god. And the ꝓphete faith 
that Getter itisto Bea good man ¢ 
haue lytyl good and trefour than fo 
be holde a ſhꝛewe and haue grete rps 
cheſſe. And yet ſay F furthermore p 
ye ſhal alway do pour beſynes to ge 
fe pow ryches ſo p pe dete then wyth 
good concience. And the appoftfe 
ſayth that there uys nothyng in this 
woꝛld of whiche we (Hal haue fo gre 
te Joye as whan our cõſience Berth. 
Bs good wytnes. And the wyſe mary 
fapth hat the ſubſtaunce of a mar 
is ful good whan ſynne is not m 
mannes concience, Afterward in 
geting of pour rytheſſe and in Sfing 
of hem pemuft Kane grete Befpnes 
and dpfigence that pour good name 
Be afwap Rept and conferued. For 
Salamon fapth That Better is and 

moꝛe it auayleth aman for to haue 
a good name thas for to haue maz 
np ryches. And therfor Ge ſaith in an 
offer place. doo grete dyligence in ke 
pyng of thy frende and in kepynge 
of (hp. good name. Foz it ſhal lengeꝛ 
abyde wyth the than ony offer tres 
four be it nerer fo precious ¢ certes 
Be ſhold not Be cafted a gentyſman b 
after god and good conciettce alle 
thinges feft ne doth to bepe his good 
name. And Laffpoodre fapth that hit 
is ſyngne ofa gentylle herte whan a 
man loueth and defpreth to haue a 
good name. And therfore ſaith ſaint 
Auguſtyn.that Ger Ge two. thynges 
that Be neceffarpe and nedeful. (hat 
1S good conſience and good loos 
And he that trufteth hym ſo mphyf 
in his good confience that he deſpy⸗ 
ſeth and fetteth at nought his good 
name 02 foos fe doth not well. 
foꝛ he that reBGeth not to Repe hie 
good name nys but a cruel chorle. 

Spre now haue J ſhewed powe 
Gow pe ſhold do in getyng of tyches 
and how pe ſholde vſe hem. 
And J fee wel that for the truſt (hae 
pe haue in pour ꝛyches pe wolde me s 
ue Warte and bataylle. Jcounceylle 
yow that pe begyn to warre in truf 
te of pour riches. Foꝛ (hep fuffpfeno€ 
Warres fo mapntene.c therfoꝛ ſayth 
a phyloſophre that man that defy 2 
reth algate a wyl haue warre. (hal 
nett haue ſuffyſaũce For the rpcher p 
Geis the gretter dpfpence mufte he 
of hyn fous ne ſhold not Be hyd ne 
Kepte fo coos But that thep myght 
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mae pf he wyl haue worſhip and 
wyctorye. And ſalamon ſayth That 
tie grete ryches p a maͤhath themozre 
dyſpence he Hath And therfore af Ge 
it 0 that By fortune ¢ ryches pe map 
hate many foe. pet behoueth it not 
ne it is NOt Good to begynne warre. 
wyere that pe map haue in other ma 
ner pees vnto pout worſhip prouf 
fyt. Foꝛ the victoryes that Ben of ba 
tapile in thie World. Ber not in grete 
nombꝛe and multptude of people ne 
in vertu of man. But it lyeth wy the 
wyl and in the hand of our loꝛd ihũ 
god almyghty. And therfor Judas 
machabeꝰ whiche that was goddes 
kenyghte. whã he (hold fyght againſ 
te hys aduerſaryes that had a gret⸗ 
ter nomBre and gretter multytude 
of people and firenger thar-was the 
peple of Machabee. pet he recomforz 
fed his lytyl pesle and ſayd ryght in 
this wyſe. Alſo lyghtly ſayd be map 
out ford god yeue Bpctorpe to a fewe 
folgeasto many folhe. For the Bic 
touc of a batayl cometh not By a gꝛe 
tc nombꝛe of people But hit cometh 
from our ford god of heuen. And 
derefpt for ac moche as there te noo 
man certayn that he Be worthy that 
God wyl pene hym Bpctorpe oz not . 
Salamon faith Therfoꝛ cuerp mar 
ſhold gretely drede warrys to begyn 
ne and By cauſe hat in batayll falle 
maty perpfips. And happeth other⸗ 
Wh ple p affo ſone is a grete mãſlain 
ac a lytyl man And ae ie wryton in 
the fecond Book of Rpnace The des 

des Of batayl been Genturons and 

nothyng certayn. For as lyghlly os 
one hurte Wpti a ſpere as a nothez 
And forether is grete parpl in warre 
therfor fold aman efchewe and fie 
warre in as mykel as a may map 
goodly. For ſalamon ſayth he that 
louyth paryl ſhal fal in paryl: After 
that dame prudence ad (poRen in 
this mater chellebee anfwerde and 
ſaid F fe wel dame prudence that By 
fapt woꝛdes ¢ Bp poure refons that 
ye haue ſſewed me . hat warte tp + 
Kethz pow nothpng . but J hae not 
herde pet inthis counceptfe. How F 
ſhalle doo in thie nede. Certes ſayde 
ſhe Jcounceyl pow that pe accorde 
wyth pour aducrfarpes that pe haue 
pees wyth them For ſaint rame faith 
in His epyſtles. Zhat By accorde and 
pees the ſmale ryches waye grete. 
And By debate and dyſcorde the gre⸗ 
te richeſſe fallen doun aod fapflen . 

And pe Biro we wel that one of the 
Gteteft and moft ſouerayn thyng p 
16 in this World is vnyte z pecs. and 
therfor ſayth our forde Ihũ crift to 
his appoftics in this wyſe wel Gap 
pp and blyſſid Be tho that louen and 
purchacen pecs. Foꝛ thep Be called 
chyldren of god A fapd mellebe now 
feeF wel p pe foucnot myn honoure 
ne worſhip. ye Bro wen that myn ad 
wetfatpes haue Begonne this debate 
And pe fee wel that thep ne requyrt 
ne prape me of pees ne thep ape no€ 
to Be recoriceplfed wofd pe thar (hat 
Igoo ⁊ meReme ¢ obeye me vnto 
Bem crye hem mercy Forſothe p we 
re not mp woꝛſhyp. Foꝛ ryght as 
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men ſayn ouergrete hublenes engen 
dryth grete difpzapfpnage fo ſhold tt 
fare by me in doyng this grete humi 
lyte or meRenes. Zhan began pri⸗ 
dence to make ſemblaunte of wath 
atid fapd fpr ſaue pour grace. F fo z 
ue pour honour a pour prouffight 
ag J d00 myn owen and ener haue 
000 neyther pe he none offer ſawe 
neuer the conttarpe. « pet pf F fad 
fapd (at pe ſholde haue purchaced 
pout pees and che recounctliacion F 
ne hao myßyl myſcaped ne ſayd az 
mys. Foꝛ the wyſe man ſayth. The 
dyſſencion begynneth Bp a nother 
san. And he recounceylling By him 
fetf begynnetz: And the prophete 
ſayth flee (Grewdenes and d00 good 
tes feRe pees ¢ folowe it in ae my z 
pf asi the is. pet fap noe p pe ſhal 
rather purftewe to pour aduerſary⸗ 
es for pres. than theif fhal to pow. 
Foꝛ J Enowe wel ynonght hat pe 
Befo Sarde of herte that pe wyl d00 
no thyng for me. And fafomon ſaith 
fiat he that Gath ouer harde an Bers 
fe he at lefte (Kal myſhappe and myf 
tyde. whan chelſebe Gad herde dame 
pꝛudence make ſemblaunte of wra⸗ 
tic he ſayd in this wyſe. Dames 
pꝛaye pow that pe Be not diſpleſid of 
of thynges hat J faye. for pe Bnoz 
Wwe wel (hat F am angry c wroth < 
fat ig no Wonder And they that Ber 
wroth wote not wef what thep eon 
ne What hep ſayn. Wherfor the pro 
phete faith that trobled epen haue no 
clete ſyght. Dut fap pe and counceyl 
me a8 pow good fpReth. For F am re 

dp fo 00 right fo ea pe wyldeſyre⸗ 
And pf pe wil repreue me of my folie 
F am to more Holden to foue pow ¢ 
fo p2pfe pow. foꝛ fafamon ſayth. 
He (hat repreuyth hym that doth fo z 
Cpe Ge ſhal ſynde gretter grace than 
he that dyſſeyueth Hym Vopth ſwete 
woꝛdes. Than ſayde dame pruden⸗ 
ceFmake no ſemblaunt of wrathe 
ne of angre But for pour prouf pt. 
For fafamon fapth he is more Wrae 
fhe that repreueth o2 chpoeth a fool 
for his folye ſſewyng hym ſamblaũ 
te of Wrath than he that ſupporteth 
hym and prepfetG Kym th Gis myſdo 
yng and lawpth at his folpe. And 
this fame fafamon fapth aftertoard 
p By the foroufpl vpſage of a man 
that is to fape Bp the ſory t they heuy 
cõtenaunce of aman the fool corꝛec 
teth hym ſelf a amendeth Than ſaid 
mellebe Jſtalnot coy anſwere pors 
vnto fo many fayr reſõs ac ye haue 
put to me and ſhewed. Daye ſhortly 
pout wyl and pour counceyl and J 
am redy fo perfoꝛme and fulfylle it 
Than dame prudence dyſcoueryd al 
Ger wyl vnto hym and fapoF court 
cepf pow aboue affe thynge that pe 
make pecs betwene god and pow. 
and Be pe recounceylled Suto hym 
fo Bis Grace. fora J haue fapd as 
fore. God haue ſuffryd pow to haue 
af this triBulacton ¢ defefe for poure 
ſynnes. And pf pe doo as J fape pou 
God wyffende pour aduerfarpes 

Bufo pow and mae hem falfe at 
pout fect.redp 0 00 pour Wits pour 
cõmaũdementes. For ſalamon ſaith 
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WHan (He condicion of a man is ple 
ſaunt and fy Ring to god. he chaun 
geth tHe hertes of the mannps aduer 
ſaryes ¢ conftrepneth hem to beſe ke 
hym of pece and of grace And Ipra 
pe pow lete me ſpeke wyth port ad⸗ 
uerſaryes pryuely. For they ſhal not 
lꝛnowe that it be pour wylle oꝛ pour 
affente. ¢ than whan J Knowe Ger 
wyl and her entente I map councepl 
pow themorefewrlp. Dame ſayd 
Mellebee do pour wyl and pour ly⸗ 
Kyng for J put me onfp in pour dif 
poficton and ordynaunce. 

Han whan dame pꝛudence 
tſawethe good wf of Ger 

huſbond delyberyd ⁊ to he 
aduyſe in Ger ſelf. thyn layng Gow fre 
myght bryng this nede fo a good cõ⸗ 
cluſion ¢ to a Good ende. And whan 
fic (awe her tyme ſhe ſent for thyſe 
aduerſaryes to come fo Ger in toa 
preup place. And ſhewed wyfefp vn 
Co them the qrete goodnes that come 
of pees.and the grete harmes ¢ paril 
les (hat Ber in warre ¢ (aid to hem 
ina qooofp maner, How that thep 
oughten to haue Grete repentarice of 
fhe Iniurye and wtonge that hep 
had doon vnto mellebe fer ford and 
§er doughter. 
Nd whan Bep herde he 

a wWordes of dane prudence 
thep Were fo enſpyred and 

rauyſſhed and had ſo arete Foye of 
Ger p Woder was to telle A fadp faid 
Hep pe haue ſhewid vnto He the bleſ 
ſyng of ſwetnes after the ſawe of da 
uyd the ꝓphete for the recoũceilling 

whiche Chat we Be not worthy fo fa 
ue in No manere. But we aughten to 
requyre it With grete contricion and 
humylite. that pe of pour grete good 
nes haue preſented Bnto he. Now 
ſee we wel that the ſcyence and the 
connyng of Salamon is ful trewe 
Be ſayd that ſwete wordes multyply 
and encreſen frendes and make fire 
Wes fo Be debonayr and meRe. Lets 
(ee ſayd thep We put af our dede and 
al our mater ¢ cauſe. hooly in poure 
good wyl. And be redp to obeye fo 
the commaũdement of my loꝛdchel⸗ 
lebe. And dere and benygne lady we 
praye pou and beſeche pou as melꝛe 
lp a6 We cay that it ly Re vnto pour 
grete goodnes to fulfyllen in dede 
pout wordes goodſy. for we concy⸗ 
deren and knowleche that Wwe haue 
offendypd and gryuyd mp ford mefle 
de out of mefure fo ferforth p we be 
not of power to make hym amẽdys 
And thefor we oblygen Be and byn 
de Be and our frendes for fo done af 
bis wylle and cõmaũdementis. But 
peraucnture Ge hath fuche angre g 
fuche wrath to Be warde Bp canfe 
of our offence. that he wol enioyne 
He fuche papne that we map not Bez 
tc it ne ſuſteyne tf. And therfore no s 
Ble lady we Befeche pour noble pyte 
to take fuche auyſement in thts nede 
that we ne our frendes Be not diffe z 
rpted ¢ diftroped thourgh out folye. 

Ertes (aid dame prudence 
c iit is a harde thing f righ 

| perpfous that amas put 
ym ſelf al Btterlp in arb ytracion 
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Eꝛtes fapd dame Prudens 
t ce Fagraunte pou wel that 

| omer moche fuffraunce is 
is not good Wut pet hit fofowers 
not therof penerp perſone to whom 
men doo vylonye to take of it venge 
ance. Foꝛ that apperteyneth and 
longeth al only to the Juges. for 
they ſhalle Senge the vylonyes and 
the Iniuryes. thetfor the two auc⸗ 
toritecs that pe haue ſayd tofore Bee 
afonefp Bnderfldde in the Fuges for 
Whar pe fuffre over manp Wronges 
and vylonyes to Be Be don wythou⸗ 
fern punyſſhing hep fermen not a ma 
fo d00 onfy newe wronges But thep 
commaũden hym and bydden hym 
to do ſynne. And the ſouerayns and 
the Juges in theyt contrarye fo my⸗ 
lꝛyl ſuffre of the ſßʒrewes and myſdo 
ere that they ſßold Bp ſuche ſuffrañ 
cc and By proces of tyme waxen of 
fiche power « myght that thep ſhold 
putout the Juges ⁊ the fouerapne 
from thre places .And at thelafte to 
make hem to leſe thier lordſhips But 
fete Se now put that.that pe haue le⸗ 
uc to venge. J fay pe Benot of my⸗ 
abt te power as now to Benge pow 

F02 pf pe wyl mae comparyſon 
Brito the myght of pour aduerſary⸗ 
cs. ye (Bal fonde in many thynges p 
SF haute ſhewed yow o2 thie. that fer 
condycion is Better than pourcs. « 
(Ger for fay ¥ that itis good as now 
hat ye fuffre and Be pacient: Fortheꝛ 
mone pe Rnowe wef hat after theco 
men ſawe. it is a wodenes fo aman 
fo firpue wyth a more myghty mar 

thd he is hym felf ¢ for to ſtriue with 
amd of euen ftréthe. pis to fap with 
aman hat 16 as ſtrong as hym felf 
Hit is grete perpl. And for to firpue 
wyth a wap Ker han hym it is folye 
And ther for ſhold a man flee ſtry⸗ 
uyng ac mpi pl as he myght. Foꝛ ſa 

lamon fapth Hit is a grete worffip 
fo a man to hepe hym fto noyſe g 
ſtryf And pf fo happe that a may of 
gretter myght ¢ ftrenthe than thow 
atte doo the greuaunce · ſtudye and 
beſye the rather to ſtynte the gꝛeuaũ 
ce. thã for to venge. For fercke (arth 
Bhat he putteth Hpm in grete peryll 
that firpucth wyth a gretter man 
than fe is hem ſelf. And caton fapth 
that pf aman of hyer eftate o2 degre 
02 of moꝛe myght than (hou art do 
the anope o2 greuaunce ſuffre hym. 
Foꝛ that once Hath areucd the manp 
another tyme releue the and Gelp the 
pet fet F caas that pe haue a lycence 
forto Senge pow .pet ought por to 
tale hede to althyfethynace afore s 
ſayd er that pe take Bengeance. Foz 
FI fay that there Be ful many thyn⸗ 
ges that ſhalle reſtrayne pow of Sen 
geance takyng and make pow for 
to enclyne to fuffre and to hane pact 
ence in the wꝛonges f haue be doon. 
Fptft and forward and yf pe wylle 
conſydere the defautes that Been in 
POUT OWEN perſone. For Whiche de 
fates god hath fuffred powwto Fas 
ue af this tribulaciõ ae J haue ſaid 
before to pow. Foꝛ the poete ſayth. 
That we oughten paciently to take 
the tribulacions comen to Se WHE 
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Mellebees frendes Gad herde this ne 
de and taker her aduyſe anid derybe⸗ 
racion of the forfatd mater ano hao 
_epampned bp grete Befpnes ¢ grete 
counceyl.thy paf ful counceyl fo: to 
haue pees and refte. And that metic, 
Bee ſhold recepue with good herte hie 
aduerſaryes Co foryeuenes and mer⸗ 
cy. And whan dame prudence had 
herd thaſſent of her lord mellebe and 

fo moꝛowe And therforF councepl p 
pefende pour meffagere fuche ac Be 
Opfcrete and wyſe vnto pows aduer, 
ſaryes:Tellyng hem on pour Behalf 
that pf thcp wyltrete of pees and of 
accorde.that thep (hape hem wyth⸗ 
out delay o2 taryeng to come vnto 
Be whiche thyng perfouncd was in 
dede. And whan theſe trefpaffours < 
repentyng follie of her folpes that is 
fo ſaye the aduerſaryes of mellebee. 
had herd what thyſe meſſagers ſayd 
vnto hem.they were right glad and 
Joful. and anfwerd fulmeRefp and 
benyngly yeldyng graces and than⸗ 
Kes to her ford mellebe a to al hic cõ⸗ 
panye. and ſhopen hem Wpthout de 
fap to go wyth the meſſagers and to 
obey the comuañdement of Ger lord 
Mellebe. And right anon they toke 
Het waye to her ford mellebee And 
Light anon the tohe her waye Co her. 
fordes courte ¢ toe wyth hem fom 

me of Ber true frendes to make fepth 

foꝛ hem @ for to be fer Borowes . 
And whan the were comen to the 

preſence of mellebee he ſayd to hem 
thyſe wordes. Hut ſtondeth thus ſay⸗ 
de chellebee ſoth it is that cauſeles 
and wythouten ſkyl ¢ tefon ye haue 
don Grete Inuuryes fo me fo my Wif 
pꝛudence andto my doughter alſo. 
Foꝛ pe haue entryd in to my hous 
By Spofence ⁊ haue doon ſuche oul⸗ 
trage that almen knowe wei that pe 
haue deſeruyd det. ¢ therfor wolde 
FJ Knowe of pou wheter pe wyl put 
fe pow fo punyſſhyng ¢ the chafting 
« the Bengedce of hie oultrage in the 
wyl of me ¢ of my wyf 02 elt ps not. 

Gan the wyſeſt of hem thre 
€ — ati werd for hem alfe and 

ſayde. Syr fapde be we 
Rnowe wel that we Be vᷣnworthy to 
come to the courte of fo grete a Lorde 
andfo worthy as pe be. For We haue 
o gietely myftaken Be and haue 

Offended and gylted in fuche wyſe az 
gapnft pour Bye lordſhip that treu⸗ 
fy Wwe haue deſeruyd the eth: But pet 
for the grete goodnes and debonoyr 
te that affe the worlde wytneſſeth of 
pour perforte. we ſubmytte Be to the 
epcelferice ¢ benignyte of pour gract 
ouslordfhip .and beſechyng pou of 
pour mercpable pite pe wyl cdfidere 
our grete repentaũuce ¢ ourfowe ſub 
myſſyon a graũte Be foryeuenes of 
our oultrageous treſpaas and of⸗ 
fenfis. For wel we 
Gnowen that poure lyberal grace ¢ 
metcy firechen ferther in to goodnes 
(Han doon our oultrageous gyltes 
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and trefpaces in fo wyclꝛednes Al Be 
it Hat curfedfy and dampnablp we 
haue a gylted anda greuyd poure 
Bye lordſhyp 

Har chellebce tolꝛe hym 
t — from the grounde fnf full 

benyngly and recepucd her 
oblygacions and bondes By Ger 0 
thee Dpon fer pledges ¢ Borowes, « 
aſſygned hem a certayn daye fo tetor 
ne vnto Fer courte for to receyue and 
accepte the Jugement that mellebee 
Wold cõmaunde fo Bedsoon on hem 
By the cauſes aforefapd. whiche thin 
Ges ordeyned euery man retorned to 
His owen fous. And whan dame 
prudence ſawe her tpme ſhe feyned ¢ 
aped her ford mellebee. what venge⸗ 
ance he thought to talꝛe Bpon His ad 
uerſaries.to which mellebe anſweid 
and ſayd certes Jthynlꝛe « purpoſe 
me fullp to dyſheryte Gem of alfep 
cuer hep haue and put hem in exyle 
forcuermore. Lettes fapd dame pis 
dence This weere a cruel fentence g 
moche agapnft refor For pe Be riche 
prong and haue non nede of other 
mennes goodes. And pe myght ful 
lyghtly in (his wyſe gete pow a full 
couctous name. Whiche is a Bpcious 
lyuyng and ought to Be eſchewed of 
euery good Man . For after the wor 7 
de of thapoſtle Louctpfe te the rote 
of affaunes And therfor it were Bet 
ter to pow fofefefo moche good of 
pourcowen than for to tafe of fer 
good this manere. For Better it is 
to leſe good wyth worſhip. than it is 
fo wynne good wyth vylonye and 

ſtzame. And euery man onght to do 
his dyligence ¢ beſynes to gete hym 
a good name . pet ſhalhe not hooly 
beſye hym in lꝛepyng of his good na 
me. Sut he ſhal allc way enfoicen to 
do ſomme thyng by wyche he may 
renouele or renowe fie good name. 
For it is wrpton thatthe olde goode 
loos of a man 02 good name is fone 
Goon and paffid whan itis not ne 
Wed ne renouelyd. and ac touchin ge 
that ye ſayn. ye wolcxyle pour ads 
uerſaryes. that thinlzꝛeth me moche 
agayn reſon and out of meſure. con⸗ 
ſyderyng the power that they haue 
pec pon vpon hem ſelf. And petit 
16 wryton that he 16 worthy to fefe 
Gis prpupleae p myſuſeth the myght 
and the power that is yeue hym And 
Hfet caas p pe myght enioye Hem p 
papne By right «Bp lawe. whiche p 
A trowe ye may not do FI fap pemps 
ght not put it to eyecucion For para 
venture than were it phe to retorne 
to the warre agit was Before, And 
therfore pf pe wyl that men doo pow 
obtyſaũce pemuft demene pou more 
curtoyſſly. This te to fap pemuft pes 
ue moꝛe efp penatice e Judgement. - 

Foritis wꝛyten hat he p moſt cur 
keyſly comatmdeth to hym men mof 
fe oBye. @ therforF prape pow pin 
this necef{pte and in thie nede pe caft 
pow for to overcome pour ferte for 
fence faith .Gethat ouercometh fie 
herte ouercometh twyes. 
And tufpus ſayth. There is 
nothynge foo comendaBlein a gre⸗ 
fe forde ae whan he is deBonapre 
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en melꝛe. And appeeſyth hym fate 
fy. And J prape pow that pe wyl 
tow forbede to do Bengeance in ſu⸗ 
che a maner that youre good name 
may Be hepte and conferupd. And p 
men map haue caufe and mater foo 
prayſe pow of ppte and of mercy. 
And hat ye haue no caufe to repẽte 
powoftipng thatisdoon. For 
Denehre fayth: Ge ouercometh av e⸗ 
uyl maner (Gat repẽteth hym of his 
Bypctorpe. wher fore Jpꝛaye pow fete 
mercy Be in your herte. Zo theffect « 
to the entente Gat god almyghty ha 
ue mercy on yow in his laſte Juge⸗ 
ment. foꝛ ſaynt James ſayth in 
Gis epiſtlps Jugement wythout mez 
cy ſßalbe doo to hym that hath noo 
metcy on an otter wyght. 

Han mellebee Kad Herd the 
w  aretefhrpffes and ꝛeſons of 

datie prudence @ Her Wy 7 
fe In formacyons and techynges his 
Herter Began tenclpneto the wyll of 
His wyf conſyderyn her grete en⸗ 
kente confermed hym anon and aſ⸗ 
ſented to werlre after her counceylle. 

And hanlred god of whom prez 
cedeth alle coodnes and Bertue that 
Hhym Had fente a wyf of crete dyſcre⸗ 
cyon. And whan the dap cam that 
Gis aductfarpes (Gold appere in Gis 
preſence. He ſpaclꝛ to Gem ful 
goodly and fayd in thie wyſe. AL - 
Be it fo Kat of poure prpde and pres 
fumprion and Bye folye of pour nes 
Aygence and Unconnynge pe Fane 

myſboꝛrne yow and treſſpacyd vnto 
me. pet foꝛ as mylꝛyl ac J ſee poure 
grete humylyte and that pe Be forp 
and repentaunte of youre gyltys it 
conſtrayneth me to doo yow grace 
and mercy. Wyherſoꝛr Ire⸗ 
ceyue yow fo my grace and foryeue 
pow Btterfp alle the offences Iniuri 
es and wꝛonges that pe haue doon 
apenft me to thie effecte and to thts 
ende. (Rat codof his endeles mercy 
wyl at the day of mp deyyng forye⸗ 
ue me my gyltes.that J haue treſpa 
ced to hym in this worlde. For 
doubteles pf we Be forp and repeu⸗ 
taunte fo: our ſynnes and apltes. 
The ſyght of our lord god is foo fre 
and foo mercyable (at he wyl for - 
Gpue Be our gyltes aud brynge $s 
to the blyſſe that neuer ſhalle haue 
cide Amen. | 

Here endeth Chaucets Tale of 
chellebee and Prudence hie wyf a 
Sophye his doiughter of moralpte. 
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Here betzynneth the monkes prologue 

Ww Kan endyd was tbe tale of Mellebe 
And of prudence and her benignyte 

Mure hooſt fapdas J am feythfulle mar 
And Bp that prectouscozpus Madrian 
Ihadde lyuer than a Baretleofale 
That goodleef mp wyf Gade herde thts cate. 
for ſhe is nothynt of furhepactence, 
Hs was thts Mellebeus pf prudence 
Bp ggoddes Bones hhan I Sete mpbnanes - 
She bryngeth me the grete clobbed ftaues 
Hndcepees fle the dotigesenertcione 
And Breke bothe Bake and euery Bone 
Andif that any npshBoureofimpy 
Wof nat ty chirche to mp wyfenckyne 
D2 Be ſo hardy toGez to trefpace | 
whan fie comyth Gome (he rampeth in mp Face 
Anderyeth fals cowarde wreke thy Dee 3 
yp corpus dominus§ WotGauetiphnpf 
Gnd thou (Hate Gaue mp diftaue and go f, pynne 
Fro day to nyttht fie wol thus beyynne 
Allas ſhe ſayeth that euir I as ſhape 
ZO wedde a mylkeſoppe a cowarde ape 
That Wol Be ouir ledde With euery wittht 
Thou darft nat ſtonde Bp tip wyues righe 
Thisis mp lyf. But if that Worde fiuse 
And oute at the doze anon J mult me digte 
And elles 9 ay Loft Butif Gat. oi. 
Be fphe a wyſde kyoun foot hardy 
J Wote wele ſhe woldo me fee ſon dap 
Som nytbboure and than fomp wap 
ffor J am varfous wits hnpfinGonde 
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Al be it that G dar nat Ger withſtonde 
ffoz fie was Bptt ty armes By mp feith | 
Chat fiat Ge fpnde that Ger myſdoth o2 ſayeth 
But let Ss paffe away from this matere 
Opp lozde fix monke fe fapd Ge merp of chere 
froz pe ſhalle celle a tale truly 
Lo Koucheſtre ſtondeth here taft bp - 
Kyde forth mpy owne Cozde breke nat our tame 
But Bp mp trouthe J knoe nat pouz name 
Whethez (hatte 9 calle pou mp Corde dan hohn 
D2 dan Chomas day robert oz dan Albon 
D: of Wijat Goufe Be pe Bp poure fader hyn 
\§ Bolve to fod thou Galt a futce fapre chyn 
§tisa gentyl pa(ture there thou gooft 
Chou art nat epke a penaunt oꝛ a Hooft 
Vpon mp fepet thou are for officere 
Dom worthy Sevten oz fom ceverere 
ffor Bp my fadre foute as to mp dome 
Thou art a map(tez whan thou art at Gome 
No poure cLopiterez ne no poure nouyce 
But a fouernouze Wplp and wyſe 
And therWitG of Graton aud of Bones 
A Were farpng perfone for the nones 
J prap to (tod peue him confuftoun 
That firſt the brought into religioun 
Thou woldeſt faue Be a tredfoute s right 
Haddyſt hou as rete leue as thou haſt myttht 
Co parfouzme alle thp Cuftin engendrure 
Thou haddeſt Betfoten many a creature 
Atlas Whip weriſt thou fo wyde acope 
God gyue me fozolbe'and J Were pope 
Nat ontp Chou But euery myghey man 
Though Ge were (Forze high Spon Fis pay 
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Sholde haue a Wpf.for atte this worlde isfozn - 
Religioun Gath take Bp atte theconn, 
Df treddyng and borel men Ge fSrpmpes — 
SD f feble trees there compe wrechyd ympes 
This mabich hat oure hepres Ge fo ftendes . 
And feble that thep map nat Wele entendre 
This makich Gatoure wyues Wolaqap 
Keligyous fothe for thep map Bettrepap 
Df Senuspapmentesthanmap tbe ~~ - 
God Wote no buſſheburghes pap pe 
out Be nat wrothe mp Corde thous G peep 
Ful ofte in fame & ſoth haue g Gerde fap — 
This worthy monke tohke alte in pacience 
Gnd fapd g Wok do mp ditigence 
As fer as folbnethinto honeſte 
Co tel you a tale oꝛ too tire 
Gndif youlyſt to herbyn Geoprivarde 
9 Wot pou ſayn of the Epf of feine@dtbard 
Dz elles tragedyes firft I Woltetre 
Df Whiche IGaue ay hundred in mp celle 
Tragedy is for to telle acertapy ftorp 
As olde bobes maken memory 
Df them that ſtonden ty grete proſperite 
Andis falle oute of high dehhre 
Gh to myſery and endith Wrechporp 
And thep Been Sercifpedcotnonty — * 
Df fev feet Whichemed leper epameteon - - 
in ptofe che Been endptedinanpone ~~ 
Gnd in metre many a fondrp wpfe 
Lo thts ougit ynough to fuiffife 
Now Gethneth if pou kyſt for tofere > 
But firſt § Cefeche pouty this matere 
Though Iby ordre te? nat theſe thynttes 

Cc» 
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Be it of popes Emperouꝛes oꝛ kpnttes 
‘ And after theiz ages as men Writen fynde 
But celle them fom Bifoze and fom behynde 
As it comyth to mp rememBrannce 
PHaue me eveufedof mpnignozaunce — 

Here endith the monkes prokottue 
And begynneth his Tale 
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&  wWwolBelvaple in manez of tratfedp 
Tbe Garme of them hat ftonde tn high dettre 

And fylle fo that there nas no remedp 
To Brpne them onte of theire aduerfite 
ffoz certapn whan hat fortune lpft to fle | 
Ther map no man of fez the cours witholde 
Late noman trufte on blynde profperite 
Belbare bp thisenfample ponfandotoe . 
Ht Lucifer though he ay aungel Were 
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And nat a man at him h wol bettynne 
Foꝛ tbough fortune map natanngel dere} 
From high dettre pet fyl he for fis ſynne 
Douy into helle Where Ge is pet ti 
O Cucifer Srighteftofaungerlesatles 
Nord are thou ſathanas thon mayſt nat twyn 
Dute of mpferp Whiche Hou arte fatte _ 

Lo Adam ty the felde of damafcene _ 
With goddes olbne fpnter wrought was 
and nat bettzoten of mannes fperme Sncfene. 
And Welte alle paradifefaupnyonetre = 
Hadde nenir worldly nan ſohigh degre 
Hs Adam, tpl Ge for mpftouernaunce 
ae drpuen oute of Gis high profperice 
To laGoure and to helle and to myſchaunce 

Lo Sampfon whiche hat as annunciat 
Bp the aunttel Cont o2 Gis natiuyte 
And was to fod almytthty con ſecrate 
And ſtode in nobles while he myght fe 
was neuir ſuche a nother as was he 
To fpeke of ſtrengith and therto hardynes 
But to his wyues told he his ſere 
Through whiche Ge Coup him for wrechydneſſe 

Sampfoh this noble and niytthey cha mpio⸗ 
withoute wepyy fane Fis handes thep 
He fCoutG and alke to rent the fpoun 
Tolbard his weddyntt wallyng Bp the wep 
Bis fals pf conde him fo pleafeandprap 
Tyl (lie bis coun ſeyl hnewe and (Ge Snerne 
Vnto fis foos Fis counſeyl tan be wray 
Bnd him fozfoke and toke an otfe2 newe 

Hn Gundred foves toke Sampfon for tre 
Gnd alle theire taptes he to tpddez bonde 

ct 
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Gnd fet the foves taples alle on fyre 
ffoz fe in euerp taple puta Bronde 
And they Brene alle the coznesof that Conde 
And theire ofpues and theire wynes eke 
A thouſand men eke Ge ſtough with Gis honde 
And hadde no wepyy but ay aſſes cheke 

whan they Were flapy fo thriſted Him hat Ge 
Was wele nygb Cozy for whiche fe Fan to prep 
Chat fod worde of his pepne Gaue ſom pyte 
And fende Gin drynke oz eles muft he dpe 
nd of this affesciche that Was fodrpe 
Duce of a hang tothe fprang.anon a Weffe 
Of whiche Ge dranke ynough ſhortly to ſay 
Thus halpe him god as Iudicumcan tet 
Sp berry force at gaſa ona nyght 

Maugre the philyſtiens of that cyte 
Tlie fates of the toun Ge Gath Sp plighe 
Gnd on Gis Bache p caried chem Gath Ge 
Highz on an hylle Where as mey mytthe them fe 
D noble and myghty fampfon leef and dere 
Hadve thou nat tolde to Women thp fecre 
Wn atle this woꝛlde ne Gadde Be thy pere | 

Chis Sampfon nepthes ſydre dvanhe ne wyne 
He on Fis dede cary rafoure none ne fhet⸗ 
Sp precept of the meffantteze deuyne 
Foꝛ a€ Gis (trentthes in his heris Were 
And fullp twenty pere Bp pere’ 
Df ifrael Ge Gadde the goue rnaunce 
But after fone wept Ge manp a tere’ 
ffoz Yop men brought him to myſchaunce 
Vnto his lemman dalida Ge tolde 

Chat tn his heris alle His ſtrenttht fap 
And fatfetp to Gis foos him (he fotde 
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and fleppntt in fez barme Spon a dap 
Thep made to clpppe ot (tere fis here awey 
And made Gis fomen alle Gis craft afppen 
Gnd whan that hep him foride ty ſuche arzap 
Thep Bonde Gin fafte and put oute Gisepen 
But ot his heres Were clppped oz ſhaue 

There nas no Bonde that myght hin bynde 
But nobis Ge put in prpfon in a caue 
Iiete as hep made him at the querne grynde 
D noble Satipfoy ſtrongeſt of mankpnde 
O whilom tuge ty gloꝛy and in riches 
Now mayſt thou wepe With thyn epi Gepnde 
Sithen thou art from wele fatten ints wrechydnes 

The ende of this captpf was asf ſhalle fap 
Kis fomen made a feeft Spor adap | 
And made them as thetz foot Bifoze ther prep 
Gnd this asin a tempie of geete arzap 
But at the Caft Ge made a foule frap ti 
Foꝛ Ge two poftes fiohe and made them falle 
And doun fplte the temple and there itlap 
End (Lew him ſelue and eke Gis fomen afte 

This is to fap the prynces euerichone 
nod ebe thre thoufand Bodies Were thee ffapy 
With fattpne of the grete temple of ftone 
Df Sampfon wol J nomoze fapy 
Be ware of ehtsenfample ofde and plapy 
That no may telle theire counfepl to their wyues 
Df ſuche thyyng as they wolde haue fecre fay⸗ 
Gf that it touche theie ky mmes o2 theiz pues 
o ff Gercutes the fonerapne conqueroure 

Spntpy Gis werkes kaude and his tetioun 
yoxꝛ in Gis tyme of ftrengGe he Bare te flour 

He flougG and refte the fepnne of the tpoun 
C, im 
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And of Centaurus lepd the Boft a doun 
He arpies ſlowe the cruelle birdes felle 
He the goloen apelles raft fro the dragon - 
He droue oute cevBerus the hounde of hel 
He ſlough he cruel tyraunt bufurus 

Ano made hts hoꝛ fe to frete him fle (fhe and Goon 
He ſtough the Derzp ferpent Senemous 
Of actiwles tivo Goznes Brake fe that one 
Und Ge ſlewe cacusin a caue of ftone 
He (Cel the gyaunt Antheus the (trong 
He ſtough the gryſely Boze and that anoon 
Gnd Bare Gis hede Dpon Gis neche long 

Was nenir wight fithen the worlde began 
That (Cougs fomanp monftres as dyd fe 
Through the wyde World Gis name ran 
What foz Gis ſtrenght and his Bounte 
Gndeuerp realme Went Ge foz to fee 
He was ſo ſtrong that no may myght him Cette 
And bothe worldes endps fapth Trophe 
(in (tede of Boundes Ge of Braga pplez fet 

Alemman Gadde this noble champpon 
Chat hight panpra as freſſhe as map 
Andasccerkes make menctouy 
She Gath him fent a ſhert freffie and gap 
Atlas that (Hert allasand wela way 
Enuenpmed bas ſubtelly with atte 
Chat o2 Ge Gadde weryd it half adap 
It made Gis fleſſhe al fro the Bones fale 

But neuirtheleſſe clerhes her evcufen 
By one that hight neffus that it maked 
Beasbe map'§ Wol nat Gezaccufen 
But on Gis body the ſhert fe weryd alle naked 
Trl the fleſſſe Was with the venym flaked 



The monkes Tale 

And whan Ge fae none offer remedy 
Jn foot cofes Ge Gath him felfraked = 
ffoz With noenpmdepnedfetodpe ss 

Thus (tarf this worthy myghty Gercutes 
fo who may trufte in fortune anp throwe — 
Foꝛ him Cat folothth al this woefde of prees 
Oꝛ he Be Ware is oft leyde fullefowe 
Ful wyſe is he that Gimferfcapknowe 
Beware for tian that fortune lyſt to gloſe 
Chan Wayteth fhe her mar doun to thro we 
By ſuche a Wap as Ge wolde left fuppofe 
t Ge mppitp trone the precious trefoure 

Cie grorious feptre and the rpat mageſty 
Chat hadde the kpng NaBugodonofoz 
ith tongue bnneth may diſcribed Ge 
fe twyes Wanierufatery that cpte 
Tlie Be (fel of the temple heſwith him Cade 
At Babiloy was his fouerapy fee 
Yn whiche His glory and Gis delyte Ge Gad 

Che fapreft children of the lode tpal 
SD f ieruſalem fe dpd do gelde anoon 
nd made eche of thery to Ge bis thralle 
Among alle otfez danyek was one 
Chat was the wyſeſt childe of euerichone 
Foꝛr fe the dremps of the hyntt expouned 
Cher as in caldep clerhes Were ther none 
Chat wyſt to what fyne his dreme foned _ 

Chis proude kpng leet mahe a (tatulof gold 
Sivtp cubites Cong and feupy ty Brede 
To whiche ymage Bothe pong and olde 
Comaunoded fe toloute andGaue in drede 
Oꝛ in a furneps futte of flames rede 
He (olde Be dede that Wolde nat obey 
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But neuiz Wofde accorde to that dede 
Danyer ne Gis pong felolwes twey 

This kpng of kpntfes proude and efate 
He wende god that ſytteth ty mageſtye 
Me myght nat Berene of hie eftate 
wut ſodenly Ge loft his dignpte 
Andtphke a eft him fempd for tobe 
And ete Gap as an oy and lap theronte 
yn rayn With Wplode beſtes Walked Ge 
Cplacertapn tpme Was come aboute 

And lphe an eglys fethers Were his Geris 
Gnd naples lphe byrdescla wes Wer 
God rereuyd him at certayn peres 
And paue him wytte and than Wits manp a tere 
He tiianked god and euie Gis fpf in fere 
Wasbe todo amps oz moze trefpas 
And oz that Ge fapd Was on his Bere | 
He knee that god was fulle of myght and grace 
6 Gsfone whiche that hight BattGafaz, 

Chat Geld the rettzne aftez Gis faders dap 
He Bp Gis fadez conde nat Be Ware 
ffor proude he was of Gert and of arzap 
Andeke an ydolaſter Waste ap 
His high eftace affured Fim in pryde 
But fortune caft him doun and there be kay 
And fodentp Fis regne can deupde 

A fefte Ge made Sito fis lordes alle 
Vpon a tpme Ge trade ther blythe Be 
Ano than Gis officers gan Ge catte 
Goth Grpntt forth the beſſelles quod be 
whiche that mp fader in Gis profperite 
Dute of the temple of tern fate Berafe 
And to oure goddes thanke the 
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Df honoure that onz elders With Bs tafe. 
Ris wyf Gis Cordes and his concubynes 

Ay dronken While theire appetytes ſlaſt 
Oute of theſe noble beſſelles ſondry wynes 
Gndoy a Walle this hyng his eyeycaft 
And ſawe an Gounde armeles that wrote faſt 
For fere of whiche fe quoke andfigsedfore 
Chis hound that Baleiafaz made fo fore agaſt 
Wrote mane. teckel, pares, and nomoze _ 

Gn al that Conde magicien Was there none 
This coude eypolbne iat thisfettre ment 
Yutdanpeleypouneditanoon — 
Andfapdkpng, god to thy fadre ſen 
Glory and honoure regne treſour and rent 
Gnd he was proude and nothyng godhe drad 
And therfore grete wrathe goo vpon him ſent 
Gnd Gin beraft the reigne that be hadde 

He Was oute caft of mannes company 
Witt affes Was hishabitacioun — 
AndetehepasaBeftinwWeetanddrp 
Cpt that he hnewe Bp grace and Bp reaſon 
Chat fod of Geupy Gath oompnacion 
Duizeuerp reigne andeuerp crature. 
And than Gadde god of him compa ffion 3 
Gnd him reſtored His reine and his figure 

Che thou that art his fone art proude alſo 
Gnd knoweſt alle theſe thyntzes pryuely 

And art rebel togod and his fo 
Thou dranke ehe of is beſſelles boldely 
Tp Wpfeke and chp wenchesfpnfuttp - | 
_ Dranke of the fame Beffettes fondrp wynes 
And heried falſe goddescurfpotp. |. 
| Therfoze to the ſhapen grete pyne is 
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This Gonde was fent fro tod that on he walle 
Wrote mane techel phares truſt me 
Thy reigne is done thou weyeſt nat alle 
Deupdedis thp tegneandit ſhalbe 
Comedesandtopercpensquodfe —_- 

And that fame nyght thekpng was flaw 
And darpus occupied Gis degree - : 
Though be therto Gadde nother riddt ne Cave 

Lordyntles Gere By enfamples map pe take 
How that in lordſhpip is no fikprnes 
fToz Gan that foztune Wot aman foꝛſabe 
He Berit albep Gis regne and his richeffe 
Gndehe his frendes bothe moze andfles - 
Gnd What man hath fzendes throug fortune 
Myſhappe wol make him enemyes h geſſe 
This prouerbe is fulle ſoth and fulcomune 
cEnobia of Palymerie quene 

As writeth percyens of Ger noblenes 
50 Worthy asin armesandfokene . - 
Chat no wigbht paft bez ty Gardpneffe 
Nein lynage nein none other gentylnes 
Df kpnites Blode of Perce is fie difcended. - 
h ſay that fhe Gadde nat mofte faprneffe 
But of Fez (Gappe (Fe myght nat Be amended 

From Ger childehode ſfynde that ſhe fred 
Office of woman and to wode ſhe went 
And many a wylde hertes blode ſhe ſhedde 
With arowes Brode that (Ge to them ſent 
She thas fo {op fe that ſhe anoon ther Gene 
And whan chat fie was ekder fe Woldehphe : 
LpounestpBhertesandBerpsatletorent 
Andin bez armes Welde them at her wylle 
Sie durſt wylde Beftesdennpsfeke 



| 
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And renne in the mounten afte the npuie - 
And flepe Sndve a buſſhe and ſhe coude che 
wraſtyl Sp bery force and bery mycthht 
With any pong man Were her neutz fo Wight 
Chere myttht nothpng in fez armes ſtonde 
ZƷIbe kept Ger maydenhede from enerp wigGe 
To no man deyned ſhe to be bonde 

But at thelaft Ger frendes hath fez maried 
To Mnedacke a prpuce of that countre 
AL Were it fo that {de them longt tarped - 
And pe fiatle Snderftonde fold that he 
Hadde fuchefanteftesashadveffe  —_— 
Yut neuirtheleſſe whay thep Were hnpette fy fere 
Cheptpuedintope andty felicite 
Foꝛ ectie of thety had othez feef anddere 

Saue one thpng chat fhe wolde neniz affene 
Bp no wey that fe ſholde Bp fiez tye 
But onps for it Was plepn bez entent 
Co haue a chylde the Wozlde to multiptpe 
Und alſo fone as fie myght aſpye 
Chat ſhe Was nat With childe With that dede 
Than wolde ſhe (uffre Fim todo bis fantefp 
ft fones and nat Gut onps oute of drede 

And tf (Ge Were With chylde at that caft 
Nomoꝛe (olde Ge plap that game. 
Tpl fully fouztp daics Were p paft 

| Thenne Wokde fGe onys fuffre him the fame 
Affe Were this onedache wylde oz tame ‘ 
He fat no moze of Ger foz thus fie fapde * 
It as to wyues lychery and (Game 
Gn other caas if men With them played 
T lho fones bp this Onedacke had fhe 

The whiche fie kept tn Sertue andlettrure 
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But now bnto oure tale turne We 
G fap that fo woꝛſbipfulle a creature 
And Wpfe therwith andflarte with meſure 
So penpBee tn Warze andcurtepfe che | 
Me moze laBoure myght in Warze endure — 
Was noon though ate this worlde men wold feke 
Heꝛ riche arzap ne myght nat Be told 

Hs wele ty Leffel as tn her clothyntt 
She Was atle cladde ty perap and in ttofde. 
Hndehke left nat foz none Guntpng 
Tohaue of fondrp tontes fofke hnowpnet 
whan that (ve leyſer Gadde and foz toentende 
Toterne bokes was alle Ge2tphyng 
How (Ge ty Sertue Sez lyf myght difpende 
Ano ſhortly of this (tozp for to trete 

So doughty washer GufGondeasfie 
Chat thep conquered many realines rete 
(in the orient With manp a faprecpte 
AppertenauntSntothematefte HY 
Df Rome, and with ſtrengith helde them fate 
Me neniz mygbt her fomen doher fle © 
Al the While tat D nedakpsodatesfaf— 

Heꝛ Bataples Wiio folpit them for to rede | 
Atzayn Sapoꝛ thehpngandothiezmo 
And how alle this proceſſe fyl in dede 
Wp (Ge conqueryd and What tytle ſhe had therto 
And after of bez myſcheif and of he wo 
How that ſhe has Sefet¢pdandp take | 
Let Gin to mp mapftez petrazheffoo = 
That writeth ynough of this I Hndertake 
Wian DM nedache was dede ſhe myghtely ? 

The realmes helde and With her owne honde 
Apenſt Ger foos ſhe fought truly Sony si 
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That her nas prpnee ne kyng ty alle thatfonde 
But Were glade if hep that grace fonde 
That ſhe ne (io foe Spon His Conve Warzep 
With Ger they made allyaunce by bonde 
To Be in peasandlet ther ryde andplep — 

Tbe emperoure of Rome Clandius 
Ne him bifoꝛn the Romapyn Galiene 
gle durſt neutrBefocozageous = 
fle noonermpy.ne none egipcten 
se furazpennenonearzaBien 
Within the felde that durſt With Ger fighe ==. 
Left that fie Wolde them With Ger Gandes ſtayn 
Dz With ier menep put them to flight | 

Gy kpnges habite went fez fonestibo — 
As heires of fez realmaes alte 
Bndhermannoandtitamallo 
Theire names Were as perctens them calle 
Hut ap fortune hath in fez hony Galle 
Chis myghty quene map no While endure 
fortune oute of reine made Geztofalle x 
To Wrechpdneffe and to myſauenture 

Burilian whan that the gouernaunce 
D f Rone cas ty Gis hondes twey 
Spe ſhope Spon thts quene to do Sengeaunce 
And with Gis legyons fe toke fis wey 
Toward Cenobte and.fGorttpfoztofap © 
He made Gez fle and at the faft Ge2 Gent 
And fetrpd her and eke Ger children twey 
And tan the Conde and home to Rome Ge went 
Among otfez thynges that he Wan 

fiez chare that of golde as wrought and perze 
| This grete Romapn this Jurilyan 

ath With him Cad that for men (Golde fe 
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Biforw his tryumphe Wwalhpd fie 
With golden cheynes on Fez hangyngt 
Crouned fhe Was as after Fez oetire 
And ful of perzp charged herclothyntt 

Hllas fortune (Ge that Whitton was 
Dredefulle tokpntesandtoEmperonzes — 
Mow gaureth alle the people on bez atlas 
Gnd (te that helmyd was ty ftarke ftoures 
Gnd Wan Bp force tones ſtrong and toures 
Dial on fez fede now Were autrempte: 
And fie that Bare the feptre fulle of floures 
Dial Bere a dpftaf Ger coft foz toquyte 
O ff MDplane Grete barnabo viſcount 

God of delpte and fcorge of Lumbardy 
Wp ſholde nat) thp fortune acounte 
Dithen in eftate hou cLomben were ſo hye 
Cop Brother fone that Was tip double atpe 
ffoz Ge thy neVelve as and fonne ty falve 
Within Gis prpfon made the todpe 
But wip ne Go not Feat thon were {lave 
0 ff the erle huttlyn of ppfe the fantonre 

Chere map no tongue telle fo2 ppte 
But lytel oute of ppfe ſtondeth a toure 
Gn whiche toure ty prpfon put Was fe 
And With dim Gis lytel chpldren thre 
The efdeft fcarflp fpue pere Was of atfe 
Atlas foztune it Was Grete cructte 
Suche Bprdes to put ty ſuche a cage 
Dampned Ge Was to dpetn that prifon 
for Rotez whiche biſſhop Was of ppfe 
Hadde on him made a falfefubleftion - 
Throutt whiche the people ay on him arpfe 
And put him in prifon ty fuche wpfe 
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As ye haue Gerd and mete and drynke Ge Gadde 

eS 

So ſmal that wele vnneth it may fuffife - 
Gnd therwith alit as fulle poure and Gadde 

Andon a dap tt Gefplle tliat ty hat oure 
Wihan that his mete was Wont to Ge Brought 
The taplez fiptte the dores of the toure 
He Gerd tt wele But Ge ſpahe right nouttht 
Andty his Gert anoon tier fylle a thought 
Chat thep for Guntre wolde do Fim to.dpen 7 
atlas quod he altas that was wroutiht — 
Therwith the teris fyl from his eyey 4: 

His pont fone that thre pere Was of ate |’ 
Wuto bis fadre Ge fapd wohpdopelbepe -  . 
whan wol oure faplez bryng oure potage 
is thez nomozfeCGredetiat ye do ꝛepe 
Jam ſo hunttry tiatimapnatflepe 
Now wWolde to fod that myttht flepecuiz 
Thay ſholde no hunttre ty mp ſoule crepe 
Cher is no thyntt than brede that me werelpyez | 

Thus dap Bp dap thts childe fay tocrpe 
Cpt in Fis faders barme a doun it ſlay 
And ſayd fare wele fader muſt dde 
Ano kyſſed Gis fadez and oped the fame dap 
Gnd Whan the Woful fade2 dede Gity fap 
Foꝛ Wo fis armes Ge dan to Bpte i 
nd fayd attasfortuneand Welalvep, — L\ 
Thy fats whele mp Woo atte map wyte | 

This other cBitde wende that for funtre it was 
That he fis armes knewe and nat for Wo 
And fapd fadezd0 nat foallas 
Bnt rather ete the fte([be Spon fs two 
Dure fre (fhe thou pane Gs tahe oure fleſſhe Ss fro 
And ete ynough righe thus the childe fi a muo 

i 
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And after that Within a dap oꝛ two 
They leyde the doun in his lappe and depd 
Him ſelf defpepred eke for Guntes ftarf 

Thus endyd the myghty erte of ppfe 
a ffrom Gigs eftate foztune awey bisy carf 

aa Df tits tragedp tt ought ynough fuffife 
Who fo Wol Here t€ tn alenger Wpfe 
Kedith the grete poece of ptapl 
Chat hight oaunte for Ge can tt deuyſe 
fico poynte to popnte nat one worde Wot Fe fapl 
a  ¥£ thougt chat Mero Were as Dicious 

As any feend that lyeth ful Co adoun 
pethe as tectith Ss fibetonpus 
Ai this worlde Gadde in fubtectioun 
Bothe eft and Weft and feptentrpon 
Df rubies ſaphires and of perles White 
Were alle Gis clothes Browded Sp and doun 
ffoz Ge in ge mmps gretly gan defpte 

⸗— More delicate moze pompeous of arzap 
Moꝛe proude as neutz emperonz than Ge 
Chat tthe cloth that he Gadde Werpd one dap 
After that tyme Ge nolde it neniz fe 
MNettes of golde threde Gadde Ge grete plente 
Co fyſſhe ty tpBez whan him lyſt to plep 
His Cuftes Were as Cae in His degre 

\ ffoz fortune as fis frende olde fim oBep 
He Rome Brent for Gis delycacy 

The fenatoures fe ſloutth Spon a dap 
To here how that tho men wolde wepe andcrpe 
And flout Gis brother and Gp fis ſuſtre fap 
His modre made Gein a pptous arzap 
For Ge Ger wombe leet ſtytte to beholde 
where Ge conceyued was fo welawey 
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That Ge ſo lytel of his modre tolde 
No teris oute of his eyen for that ſigtht 

Necam. But ſayd a fapre Woman las (Ge 
Grete Wondtre ts that He conde o2 myght 
Be domefinan of fez dedeBeaute  - 
The Wpne to brpng Gisy comaunded fe __ 
And dranke anoon none otfez Wo fe made 
Wian myttht is ioyned ÿᷣntocruette 
Allas to depe wol tie Senpm wade 

(Jp youthe a mayſter Gad this emperoure 
To teche him lettrure and curteſy 
ffor of mozatite he was tie floure 
Asin Gis tyme Butif Gis Bokeslpe — 4 
And whiles Gis mayſter hadde of Kim mayſtre 
He made Gin foconnpny ano fo foupfe re 
That long tpme it as oz tprannpe 
Dz anp Spe durft ty Fim vncoupte 

Seneca His map(tez was of whiche ſ deuyſe 
Bicauſe Mero hadde of Fim ſuche drede 
For Ge for bis byces wolde him chaſtice 
Diſcretly as Bp worde and nat by dede 
Sir he wolde fap an emperonz moot nede 
Be Sertuous and hate tyranny 
Foꝛ Whiche he made him a bathe to blede 

Oybothes his armes tyl he muſt dde 
Chis nero hadde ehe of accuſtumaunce 

Jn pouthe apenft fismapfteztorpfe 
whiche after ward him thoughte a grete Grenaunce 
Bicauſe Ge oft olde him chaftice 
Therfoze Ge made him dpe in this wyſe 
Tocheſe in a Bathe todpe in this manere 
Rather than tohaue a nothez turmentpfe 
And thus Gath Nero ſtayn Gis mapftez * 

7 
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Now frl (€ fo that fortune lyſt no lentez 
GC Ge higb pryde of nero tocherp (fife 
froz thoutt fe Ware (trong pet Was fie ftrenger 
Die thought thus Bp god Gam to npce 
Co fettea man that is fulfplled of Spee 
Gn high degre amd an emperoure him calle 
Lp god oute of His fete GV Wok Fis trpce 
Wien Ge left wenyth foneft fGalGefatle  —/ 

The people roos Spon him on a nyght 
ffoz bis defaute and whan Ge it afpped 
D ute of his doses anon Ge hath Him dight 
Alone and there Ge wende to Be allyed 
He knocked fafte and ap the moze he crpde 

The faftyz ſhytte thep the dores alle 
Tho wyſt Ge wele Ge Gadde him felf begyled 
Bund went Gis wep no lenger durſt Ge calle 

The people crpde and rombled Hp and doun 
That with Kis eris he ferdhow that hep ſayd 
Wwhere is this falſe tpraunt this neron 
Foꝛ fere ful nere oute of fis wytte fe brayde 
Gund to his goddes pptouflp fe prapde 
Foꝛ focoure But tt myght nat betyde 
Foꝛ dvede of this him thought that Ge depd 
Andray into a gardepy him to hyde 

And in this gardeyn fonde Ge choꝛles tivep 
Gnd ſyttyng Sp a fpre Grete and rede 
And to the choꝛles twey Ge fay Co prap 
To fle him and to gyrde of fis fede 
That to fie Bodp whan Ge Were dede 
Were nodefppte doon for Gis defame 
Him fel Ge ſtogh he coude no bettre rede 
Df Wwiliche fortune Cougs and hadde game 



The monhes Tale 

Ww astenizcapdepn Snore akpnt 
That rettnes mo putin ſubiectioun 

Ne ſtrengez Was in feld of al thyntt 
Asin his tyme ne gretez of renony 
Ne moze pompcous th high prefumpcfoun 
Tian olopherne whiche fortune ap kyſt 
Solicoꝛouſe fadode him Sp and doun 
Tyl that he dede Was oz that he Wpft . - 

Nat onlp that this Worlde Gadde of Fis awe 
ffoz leſyng of richeffe and lyberty 
Butte made euerp man renpe his la we 
Nabugodonoſoꝛ Was lo2d fapd Ge 
None otfezlozd (Fal Gonoured Be 
pent Gis Gefte ther daz no Witte treſpas 
Save ty bethulia a (trong cpte 
Where Eliachim as preeft of that place 

But take kepe of the deth of ofopferne 
Amyd this Hooft fe dronke lap al nyght 
Within Gis tente large as is a Berne 
And pet for ale His pompe and alle fis mytiht 
§udied a Woman as he fap Op rigte 
Slepyng Gis hede of (note and fro Gis tent 
Ful prpuetp (Ge (tale fromenerp wight 
And With his hede vnto Gez toun ſhe went 
Wb Hat nedittit of hyng Antiocus 

To tele His high and ryalle matzeſty 
His high prpde his Werke Senemous 

Foꝛ fuche a nothez man nas neuir as fe 
Kedith What that he as in machabe 
And redith the proude Werkes that fe ſayd 
Gnd why fe fyl from Gis profperite 

And in an hylle how wrecihdly Ge deyd 
Forꝛtune him Gadde enhaunced foin bee 

m 
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Chat Derifp Ge wende Ge myght attapne 
Vnto the (terzps Spon enerp (pode 
Andina Balaunce to ep eche mounteyn 
Gnd atie the frodes of tie fee re(trepne 
And goddes people hadde he mooft in Gate 
Them Wwolde Ge fle tn turment and ty peyne 
Wenpne that god ne myght his prpde abate 

And for that Michamoz and Cpmotfe 
Wtiche ie wes Were venquyſſhed mytthtely 
Vnto tie tees ſuche an hate hadhe 
That he fad grathed his chare fulle haſtely 
Gnd ſwoꝛe and ſayde ful deſpytouſty 
Vnto ieruſalem be wolde eft ſone 
Co Wrehke is pre on it ful cruelly 
Wut of tis purpos was le Cet futle fone 
God for fis manace him foze {mote 

With inupſible wounde ap incurable 
Chat ty his gutteo carf ſo and bote 
Chat Gis peynes Were importable 
Gnd certapntp the Wreche Was refonable 
fioz manp a mannps guttes dyd fe pepne 
But from Gis purpos cur(edanddampnable 
Tor able His ſmert Ge nolde Gin reſtreyne 

But Gadde anoon pareplen Gis Gooft 
And fodenty o2 Ge tian Was Ware 
God daunted alle Gis prpde and alle his Booft 
ftor Ge fo foze fyl oute of his chare 
Chat alle Gislpmmes and Gis fleſſhe to tare 
D0 that he ne myght go ne ryde 
But ina chare men aBoute him Bare 
Al for broſed bothe Bake and ſyde 

The wreche of god him ſmote ſo cruelly 
That in his body wycked woꝛmes crept 
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And therwithal he ſtanke ſo horribly 
That none of alle his meny that him kept 
whether that Ge Woke og elles ſlept 
Ne myght nat of Gin the ftpnkeendure 
And ty this mpfchtef Ge wayled and he Wept 
And knewe godlord of enerp creature 

Coal his hooſt and to him fetf atfo | 
ful Waleforn was the ſtynke of bis careyn 
No man myttht him bere to ne fro 
And in his ſtynke and in Gis Gozrible peyn 
He ſtarf ful wrechydly on a mo ntayn 
Thus hath this robber and this homycide 
Chat many aman made to wepe and plapy 
Suche guerdon as belongith vnto pryde ft ¢ Ge ftozp of Aliſaundre is fo comune — 

Chat euery wight that hathz difrrecioun 
Hath Herd ſomhat oz atte of Fis fortune 
Chis wyde woꝛlde asin conctuftony 
He Wan bp ftrenge and By Gig renoun 
They Were glade for peas Unto fir fende 
The prpode of man and Boft fe leyd adoun 
where fo he cam vnto the worldes ende 

Compariſon myght pet neniz be mabed 
Bit bivee him and an other conqueronz 
Foꝛ atte this worlde for drede of him quahed 
fe Was of knytzhthode and of fredory froure 
Fortune him made the Getve of high Gononre 
Dave Wpne and wemen nothpnts mpybe af Watfe 

| ishisiententinarmesandlaBonre 
So was he fulof louyng cozatte 

what pryde Were ĩt to him touts G pon tolde 
Of darius and of anhundred thoufand mo 
Of prynces erles and bpnttes Borde 

1D ity 
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whiche Ge conquered and brought fo wo 
h fap as fezasa man map ryde o2 fo 
Che worlde has Gis What ſhuld j moze deuyſe 
fica thougd § Wrote and tolde pou euirmo 
Df his anyghthode. it myght nat fuffife 

vit yere He regned as rede ty Machabe 
Phicippeo fone of macedone he was 
Chat firſt was kpng of grece that countre 
SD worthy gentyl Aliſaunder allas 
That eurz ſhuld the falle ſuche a caas 
{Ee npopfoned of tip folke thou were 
Cop (pce fortune Gath turnedintoan agg 
Ano pet foz the ne wept fie neuir a tere 

Woo (lial peue men teris tocomptepne 
Che deth of gentplles and of Fraunchiſe 
That alce the Worlde Welded in His demepne 
And pet him thought it myght nat {uffife 
So ful bas Gis cozage of high emprpfe 
Alias Wijo (Gal me hetpe to endite 
Frals fortune and poyſon to difppfe 
Che whiche of alle tits Wo J Wpte 

y wpfdome manhode and Grete kaßoure 
From humble bedde to rpatte mageftp 

Vp roos fe Julius the conquerouze 
Ciat atte the occtdent by londe and fee 
Bp ſtrenght of Gond oz elles Sp tretpe 
And Gnto Rome made them triButarp 
Und fithen of Rome emperouz Was Ge 
Cpl that fortune wext his aduerf; arp, 
D myghty cefaz that in Theſſaly 

Ayenſt pompepus fader tipn in fave 
That of the orient hadde tiie cheualry 
Us fer as that the dap betxyynnech to da we 
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Them throutth knpwitiode haſt take and ſtawe 
Saue fewe folke that with pompeius fledde 
Through whiche hou putteſt ac the orient in awe 
Thanke fortune that fo wele the ſpedde 

But now alptel while J wol bewayle 
This pompeius this noble fouetnoure 
Df Kome whiche that fledde at this batayle 
§ fap one of Gis men a falſe traptouze 
His hede of {mote to wynne him fauoure 
Of hucius. and to him thedez brought 
Allas pompey of the oꝛient conquerou ꝰ? 
That foztune vnto ſuche a fyne the Broughe 

Co Kome agayn repayrith hulius 
With Gis tryumphe laureat ful bye 
But ona tpme brutus caſſius ) 
Chat euiz hadde of Gis high eſtate enuye — * 
ffulle pryuely Gad made con ſpiracy 
apent this ſulius tp ſubtel wyſe 
And caſt the place ty whiche Ge ſhuld dp 
With boydekyns as ij ſhal pou deupfe 

This Julius Suto tie capttofp went 
Vpon a day as Ge Was ont to Foon 
Gnd in the capitolp anoon Gin Gent 
This falſe Brutus and fis ottiez foon 
And ftpched hin With Gopdekpnnesanooy — 
With manp a Wound and thus thep Cece him Cpe 
But neuie gruntyd he a€ no ftroke But one 
D2 elles at tho but if his ſtory lye 
So manly Was this hulius of herte 
And fo weleLoupd eſtatly honeſty 
That outs his dedtp Woundes fo fore ſmert 
His mantel outz Gis hippes caft be 
foꝛ no may (Golde ſe Gis prenpte 
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Hs Ge lap in dipntt on a traunce 
Hnd wyſt Peritp that dpe ſholde Ge 
SD f Goneftp pet Gadde Ge remembraunce 

Lucan to the this (tozp J recomende 
And to ſwetoy and to Galerp alfo 
Chat of this ſtoꝛy Writen woꝛde andende 
$3olb that thefe conquerouzes to 
Jroztune was fir(t a frende and fithen a fo 
Noman trufte Spon Gez fauoure Conte 
Wut haue bez in a wayte foz euirmoo 
Wptnes onal the conquerouzes ftrontfe 
O Nobleo worthy petro Glory of fpapne 

Wijom foztune helde fo high in mageſty 
wele ought men thp pytous deth complepne 
Dute of thy Conde thy brother made the fle 
And aftez at a ſiege by ſubtelty 
Thou were betrayed andladde Bp to Gis tent 
where as Ge With bis obhne honde ſtoutth the 
Zuccedyng in tip regne andin thy ren€ 

Tie felde of ſnowe With che egle of Blache therin 
Caught with tte fLpmerode coLoured asa aleve 
He Grete this curfponesandal this ſynne 
The Wpched neft as Werkez of this nede 
Mat charles ofpueze that toke ap Gede 
Of troutfe and Gononze. But of armozphe 
Genelon ofpnere corrupt foz mede Os 
Brougit dis woꝛthy kpng tn ſuche a brybe 
D WortGp petrokpngofcppreaffo 

That Afifaundre Wan Bp hitzh mayſtrye 
Ful manp an Gethen wrougoteſt thou ful wo 
SD f whiche thyn owne lieges hadde enupe 
And for no thyng But foz thy cheualry 
They in thp bedde Gaue (Capn the Bp the moꝛowe 
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Tuscan fortune wele gouerne and dpe 
And oute ofiopeBrpng mentofozolbe 
t Hericiecrefus whilon byng oflyde 

Of whiche creſus cyrus fore him dradde 
pet Was he cauttht ampd alle his pryde 
dnd to brenne men tothe fpreGimladde = 
But ſuche a rayn doun fro the firmament (Gadde 
Chat quepute tie fpre and made him to ſcape 
Dut to Be Waze pet no trace Ge hadde 
Cre foztune on the galowes made him tape 

wijan Ge efcaped Was he conde nat ſtynt 
fforto begynne a newe arzap agayn 
He wende wele for that foztune bin ſent 
Suche Gappe that he efcaped through the rapne 
Chat of bis foos Ge myttht nat be flap 
And eke a ſweuyn Spon a nyght Ge mette 
Df wihiche Ge was fopronde and fo fayn 
Chat in bengeaunce he afte Gis herte fet 
Won a tre Ge thas as him thoughte 

There Jupiter Gin weſſhe bothe backe and ſyde 
Gnd phebus eke a fapre towel fim brouttht 
To odrp Gim Wits and her With Weve Gis prpde 
And tohis doughter that (tode him beſyde 
whiche that Ge hnewe in high fentence habouned 
He badde hez telle WHat it ſignyfied 
And ſhe Fis dremys right thus expowned 

The tre quod ſhe the galowes is tomene 
And iupiter betobeneth ſnowe and rayne 
And phebus With his towel fo clene 
Betokneth the ſonne bemys ſoth to ſayn 
Thou (Galt an hanged Be fader certayn 
Kayn fhal tbe waſſhe and ſonne fiat the drye 

Thus fie warnyd him ful peat and ful playn 
| | His dougites that called as phanye 
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Hn hanttyd was creſus the proudehpng 
{iis rpatle trone mp tit him nat auaple 
Tragedy is noon othez manez thyng 
Me can ty ſyngyng cripng ne bewayle 
Wut foz that foztune afdap Wpl affaple 
With Un bare ftroke the regnes that Ge proude 
Foz han men truft in Ger than Wol ſhe fapte 
And couir Gez brigtht face vndre a cloude 

Here endith che tale of the monke 
And begynneth the prologue 
Df the Monnes preeft 

G6 DquodtieknpHGt gode fir no moze of this 
Chat pe Gaue fapdis right ynough ywys 

And mekpl moze foztptel Geupnes 
hs right ynough to mekyl forte J geſſe 
J fap foz meitisa grete diſea ſe 
where as men Gaue Be fy welthe andcafe 
Tobere of thetz foden falle atlas 
Bnd the contrazpe is ioye and fofas 
Hs Whan a man hath Be ty poure eftate 
Andckymbeth Sp and wexeth foztunate 
Gnd there abideth in profperite 
Zuche tip nt is gladſom as tipnhet§ me 
And of ſuche thyng Weze code for to tefle 
pe quod oure Gooft Bp feint poules Bette 
pe fap right fotg this monke clappith ſoude 
He fpake how fortune couered with a cloude 
Jwot neniz What. and ale of a tragedp 
Kight now pe Gerd and parde no remedp 
(Gt is foꝛ to Belbaple ne compfepne 
That. that isdoon, andeheitisapepne 
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As ye haue fepdtofereoffenpnes 
Sizmonke no moze of this ſo god pou bleſſe 
poure tale anopeté affe this comoanp 
Suche tallkyng is nat woꝛth a butterflye 
fioz therin ts no diſpoꝛte ne Game 
Wierfoze fic monke oz dan piers Bp pouz name 
G§ prap pou Gartebp celle Ss ſomwhat elles 
qroz fikertp nerckynkyng of pouz Belles 
Chat on pouz brydel hange on euerp ſyde 
Bp heuyn bkyng that foz vs atte deyde 
g ſhorde o2 this haue fallen doun foꝛ ſlepe 
Alle though the ſtoutth Gadde neuiz Be fo depe 
Than Gadde pour tate alle Ge tolde in veyn 
ffor certaynty as that thefe clevkesifapn 
Where as a man map Gaue none audience 
Nat helpith tt to telle Gis fentence 
End Were J Wote the fuBftaunce ts ty me 
Gf anp thyng (able wele repozted be 
Sir fap fomb§at of huntyng J pou pray 
Nay quod this monke j Gaue notpft to plep 
sol tet a nother telle as J haue tofde 
Tan (pake oure Gooft With rude ſpeche and Golde 
Hnd fapd to the nonnes pree(t anoy 
Come neve thou preeft come Gpdez thou fir hohy 
Cel Ss fuche thyng as map oure hertes grade 
Be blythe though thou rpde Spon a tade 
wbat though thp Gozfe be foule andlene 
Gf Ge wol ferne the recke the nat a Bene 
Loke that thp Gert Se merp euirmo 
pes fir quod he pes hooſt fomoot J fo 
But g be merp p wys J wok Ge blamed 
And right anoon Gis tale fe Gathattampd 
Gnd thus Ge fapd Unto Ss euerichone 
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This ſwete preeft this godely man fir John 

Here enditG he profottue of the nonnes preeſt 
And begynneth fis tale ish 
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Was fomtpme duellpng tn a cotage 
Beſyde a groue ftondpng in a dale 
This wydowe of Whiche | celle pou mp tale 
Sithen that dap that (Ge was laft a wyf 
Gy pactence Lede a fulfpmplelpf 
froz Cptel has bez catet andGe2 tent 
Bp huſbondry of fucte as fod bez fent 
She fonde fez felf andehe Fez dousGtren eo 
Thre Carte ſowes Gadde (Ge and no moo 
Thre kyne andehe a fGepe hat higie malle 
wele fotp Was her Boure andeke Ger halle 
Gy whiche (Ge ete manp a flendez mele 
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Df poynaunt ſawce ne lnewe fide neuir a deet 
Ne deynte morcel paſſed through Ge2 throte 
fez dpet Yas accozdaunt to fez cote 
Kepleccioun ne made Gez neut2 feke 
A temperat dyet WasGez phifph 
And excerciſe and hertis ſuffiſaunce 
The gowte leet her nothyng for todaunce 
Me apoplevie ſhent nat Kez Gede id egd 
No wyne ne dranke (he neptiez white ne rede 
Hez Cozd was mooft ferupd with White andGeab. 
Mylke and broun brede ty whiche ſhe fonde no lak 
Seynd bacoy and ſomtym aneg oz twey 
And ſhe was as it Wer a manez dep 
A perd ſhe Gadde encloſed afte aboute 
With ſtyckes and dry dyched withoute 
Gn whiche ſhe Gadde a coche hiſtht chaunteckere 
Gy afte the fond of crowyng nas his pere 
His Dopce ag meriaz Hay the mery orton 
Oy maffe dapes that ty the chirches goon 
wele fpherez Was Gis crowyng in Gis Cote 
Than ts a clocke oz in anp abbey an oꝛlotte 
By nature hecre we eche affencion: 
Of the equynoccion in the toun 
Foꝛ whan degrees fpftene were afcendpd 
Thay creWe Ge that it myght nae Be amended 
His come Was redez thay the fyne cozatle 
Bnd battelyd as it Gadde Ge a caſtel walle 
His byl was Blake as anp tete it (Gone 
Lphe afure were Fis testes and Gis toon 
His naples whytter than the Citp floure 
Und lyke the Burnypd golde thas bis coloure 
THis gentyl cok Gad in bis tonernaunce 
Seuyn Gennps todo alle his plefaunce 
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whiche Were Gis fufters and Gis para moures 
And Wondre fpke to Fim as of coloures 
D f whiche the fapre(t hewed in the throte 
wasclepyd fayre damyſel parlotte 
He fethredher an Gundredtpmea dap 
And (Ge him ple fies able that eutz (Ge map 
Curteps ſhe Was difcreteanddeHonapre . 
And compenable and her felf fofapre 
Dithen he tyme that ſhe was ſeuyn nytiht old 
Chat trulp fhe Gath the Gert tn holde 
D f chaueteclereslokpne ty enerp lith 
He Coupd fez fo that wele Was him therwith 
But fuche a tope it Was to Gere them (pnt 
Wian the bright fone gan tofprpnt 
Gn fete accozde mp feef is fez ty fond 
ffoz that tp me as J haue Snderftonde 
Beſtys and byrdes coude fpeke and ſyng 
And it fo fyl that ty the dawnyng 
As chauntectere amontt bis Spues alle 
Sat on his perche that was in the Galle 
Gnd nexte Gin fat hts fapre partfote 
This Haunceckere Fan to Frone in Gis throte 
Hs a man in Gis dveme ts dretchyd fore 
And whan that partlote thus herde him roze 
She was agaft and ſaydhert deve 
What ayleth pou togrone in this manere 
pe Be a Serp flepaz fp foz (Game 
And he aunfwerd thusand fapd madame 
(J prap pou that pe tabeit nat in greef 
By ttodG mette J asin fuche myſcheif 
Risse now that pee mpn hert is fore a frigde 
Now fod quod Ge mp ſweuyn retche a righe 
And kepe mp Bodp oute of foute prpfon 
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Me mette tat J roumed Hp anddoun 
Within oure perde where J fave a beſt 
Waslphe an Gounde and wolde Gaue made a reſt 
Wpon mp Bodp and Wolde Gane Gadde me dede 
His cofoure as Bet bivte yelowe and rede 
And tppppd thas fis taple and bothe Gis eris 
With blacke Snfphe the remenaunt of Gis Geris 
His (rote ſmalle With glowyng epen twey 
pet foz bisloke almoſt foz fere J dep : 
Chis caufitG me mp gronyng doutles 
ASop quod fie fp for (Game hertles 
Allas quod {Ge for Sp od aboue 
Now Gaue pe loſt myn Hert and al mp Cone 
can nat Loue a cowerd By mp feyth 
ffoz certis hat foanp Woman fapth 
We alle defire if it mpait Be 
Tohaue GufGondes hardp wyſe and fre 
Hnd fecvete and none negarode ne no foot 
Me hin that is agaſt of euerp tool 
Me none auauntouz Bp that fod aBoue 
How durft pe fap foz ſſame Suto pouze Coue 
That anp thpny myttht make thou aferde 
Haue pe nomannes Gert and haue a Berde 
Atlas andcan pe Be aferde of ſweuynnes 
No thyng Hut Sanpte god wote in ſweuyn is 
SWenpnes een engendred of repfeccions 

Andaof fume and of compfevions 
Wan Gumoures Been to habundaunt ty a wittht 

Certis this dreme whiche pe Gane mette to nyght 
Utelle pou trouthe pe map truft me 
Cometh of fuperflupteand rede cofer parde 

| Wihiche caufe fofke todrede in theire dremys 
Ofarowes and of fpre With rede lemps 

Li 
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; 
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Df rede beſtys that wol ther Byte | 
Mf contpke and of waſpes grete and epte 
Kight as the Gumoure of metancofp 
Cauſeth manp aman ty ſlepe tocrp 
froz fere of grete Boles and berys Blake 
Oꝛ eles Brake deuylles Wor them take 
D f ottiez Gumoures conde § elle alfo 
Chat Wozke a man ty ſlepe mekypl Wo 
But § Wot paffe as lyghtly as can 
Locaton whiche that Was fo wyſe a man 
Dapde te nat thus do no foace of dremys 
Now fir quod fGe whan Wwe fle fro the Bemps 
ffoz goddes Coue as takitl for favatpf 
Vpoy perpl of mp foute andof mp lpf 
Icouncet pou the Beft J Wot nattpe 
Chat Botte of colez and of melancoly 
pe purge pou and for pe ſhal nat tarp 
Though ty this toun Ge none appotecarp 
§ Gat mp ſelf two herbes teche pou 
Chat (ial Ge foꝛ porz hele and foz pouz prow 
Hund in oure perde eho herbes (Gal ſfynde 
Che whiche Gaue of thetz properte Bp bynde 
To purtfe pou beneth and eke aboue 
Foryet nat this foꝛ goddes one Cone 
pe Ge right cofozph of complexioug 
Gere the fonne is in Gis afcenctoun 
Ne fynde pou nat replete of humoures hote 
ffoz tf pe do J daz Wee Cap a rote 
Than pe (Gal Gaue a feupz tercian 
Dz ettes an age we that map Ge poz Bane 
H dap 02 two pe (Halle Gane diteftpnes 
Df woꝛmes o2 pe take poure kaxatiuys 
D f Cauveatcentozp andof fumetere 
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D2 elles of the elderberies that growyn there and’ Eawel 
Df catapuce oꝛ of gaytres Berpes 
Df ferGe Jue growyng in oure perde that merp is Tur 
luche ther Sp as they robe andete ther in | 
Be merp GufBonde for pouz faderkypn — | 
Dredith no dreme J cay fap pou no moze set fl tes) 
Madame quod Ge ¢ramercp of pouz Core 1) ese Saale ar 
Hut natheles as touchyng dan catoun To darts 
That of Wp foome Gatti fuche a trete renown ¢ [tsce 
Choutth fe badde no dremes for to drede —— 
By ggod men map in olde bokes rede 3*21 
Df many a man moze of auctoꝛite 
Chan enir dan caton has fo moot J the 
That alle the reners ſayth of Gis fentence 
And Gane wele founde bp evpericnce 
Chat dremps Be fignificaciouns 
Hs wele of tope as of triBulactouns 
Chat folke endure tn this lyf prefen€ 
Chere nedith to mahe of this none argument 
Che Serp preef ſhewith tt in dede 

AOne of the Fretefé auctouzes that men rede 
Sapth thus that fomtpme tivo felowes went 
Dn ppltramatte ty ful ode entent 
And Gapned fo thep cam in a toun 
Where as therlbas ſuche conttretacioun 
Df people andeke of ftrapt herBigate | 
That thep ne fonde as mekpl asa cotatte | 

| 

Gy whiche thep Bothe myght p Cottpd Be 
wherfore thep muft of neceffite 
As for that nyttht departe company 
And eche of them goth to fis Goftrpe 
And tohe his lotyng as it wolde falle 
That one of ther Was Cottyd ina ſtalle — 

-£n 
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Ferre ty the perde With oven of the plo 
That other man as logyd Wele ynow 

As Was hts auenture o2 bis fortune 

That Ba gouerneth alle as in comune 

Hnd foit befyl Cong oz it Were dap 
This may mette tn his bedde Chere helay 

How that Gis felowe an Dpon him cate 

And fapd allas for in an oxes (tate 
This nyght (Gal J Be murdred there Ily 
Now Gelpe me dere brother o2 J dpe 

Gin alle the Gafte come to me Ge ſayd 
Tis man oute Gis feepe for fere abrapde 
Hund whan Ge was walked of Gis ftepe 
He turned him and toke of this no kepe 
Hity thought his dreme as Hut a Sanpete 
Thus tip fe in his flepe dremyd Ge 
Ind at the thridde tyme pet his fela we 
Cam as Gir thought and ſayde J am no fla 
Beholde mp blody woundes depe and wyde 
Aryſe Sp arely ty the moꝛowe tyde 
And at the weſt gate of the toun quod he 
Ucarte fulof dung there ſhalt thon fe 
Gn whiche mp Bodp is hydde fulle prpuctp 
Do that cart areſt Botorp 
App ggold cauſyd mp deth ſoth to fapn 
And tolde Gin euery poynt Gow Ge was ſlayn 
Wit a fulle pptous face pate of Fete 
And truft Wele his dreme Ge fonde righe trewe 
For on the moꝛowe as fone asit was da 
To fis felowes ynne Ge toke the ep 
Bnd Wan that Ge cam to the oves ſtalle 
After his felow Ge ttan to calle 
The Goftetlez aun ſwerd him anon 
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And fapd fir youre felow is toon 
Hs fone as dap Ge went out of the foun 
This man tan fal in fufpecton : 
RememBzpney of Gis dremys that Ge mette 
And forth Ge goth no lentter Wolde fe Cet 
Vnto the weft tate of the toun andfonde 
G dong carte asit ere to dong Conde 
That Was arzapedin the fame wyſe 
As pe Gaue herde the dede may deupfe 
And with hardy Hert he tan tocrpe 
Vengeaunce andtuftice of this fefonp 
My felowe murdred ts this fame nyght 
And in this carte helyeth tappng Sp righe 
Gcrpe oute on the mpniftres quod fe 
Chat ſholde hepe and rule this cyte 
Harow allas here kyeth mp felowe ſtayn 
what ſholde J moze of this tale ſayn 
The peple oute ſtert and caft the carte fo tronnde 
Andtn the myddel of the dongte thep fonde 
Che dede man than murdred was al newe 
O Beifful god that art fo fode and tree 
Lo ffow that Hou be wrayeſt murdze al wey 
Murdre ol onte that fe We dap Bp dap 
Murdre is fo Walt for and abGompnable 
To tod that fotufteisand refonable 
That he ne Wol tt fuffre helyd to Ge 
Thoutth it abyde a pere o2 tivo o2 thre 
Murdre wol oute thisis mp concluftouy 
And rittht anon the mpnifters of the toun 
Haue hent the cartez and fo fore im ppned 
Andehe the hoſteller fo fore entpned 
That thep bebnewe thetre wychednes anooy 
And Were an Gangpd Bp the necke Boon 

£ iy 
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eve map pe fe that dremys Ge to drede 
Hndcertisin the ſame yf rede 
Right in the nevte chaptre after this 
(J gabbe nat ſo haue hioye and blys 
t Wo men that Wwolde haue paſſed ouiz the fee 

ffor certayn caufesin a fercountre 
If the wynde ne Gadde Be contrarye 
Chat made them in a cyte to taryx 
Chat ſtode ful mery Spon an hauyn {poe 
But on adap ayenſt ayn euyn tyde 
The wynde fan chaunge and Ble we as bin left 
orp and glade thep Wenten to reft 
And caſt them ful eretp foz to ſayle 
But herkyn to one man fplle a rete meruayle 
Chat one of ther in ſlepyntt ashe tap 
He mette a Wondre dreme affan the dap 
Him thought a man ſtode Bp Gis beddes ſyde 
And him comaunded that Ge ſholde abyde 
And ſayd him thus tf thou to mozolbe wende 
Thou ſhalt Ge drent mp tale is at anende 
He Woke and tolde Fis fela we what be mette 
And prayde Fin Gis State for tolette 
As for that dap Ge prapoe him for to abpoe 
His fela we that lap Bp Gis Beddes fpde 
Gan for to laughe and ſcorned him fulle faſte 
No dreme quod he map fo mp Gert ataft 
That J Wol let for todomp thyntles 
G fet nata ſtrawe for thy dremynges 
For ſweuennes Be But wanytees andiapes 
Men mete alday of oules and of apes 
And eke of manp a maſe therwith alle 
And dreme of thyng that neuir was ne (Gatte 
But fithen h fe that hor Wot Gere abyde 
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And thus floutien wylfully the tyde 
God Wote it rewith me fulle fore and Gane fode dap 
And thus he toke fisfene and Went fis hap 
Butor fe Gadde balf his courſe p fapled 
Gj nat ip ne What myſchaunce it apled 
But cafuallyp the ſhippes Soto to rene 
And (Hip and man Dnodve the Watez went 
Gn fittie of otfez ſhippes beſyde 
Chat Witt Him fapled at the fame tpde 
And therfoze fapze partelot fo dere: 
Bp fuche enfamples ofde mapft thou Gere 
Cijat no man ſyholde Se to recheleſſe 
D fdremps for J fap che doutles 
Chat manp a dreme ful ſore ts for to drede 
Lo ty the {pf of ſeint henelme g rede 
That was kenulphus fone the noble hpng 
Df meriturph Go kenelme met a thyntt 
G lptet oz Ge were murdred on adap 
His murdre in Gis Difioun Ge fap 
His nozice Gin expouned it euery dele 
His ſweuyn and Bad him hepe Him Wele 
fivo trefon But he thas But feupn pere ofde 
And therfore lpter tale Ge Gath therof tofde 
Df anp dveme fo holy as fis Gerte 
Bp ttod J Gadde feupz than mp fGerte 
Chat pe Gad Gerde his legende asGaue J 
Dame partlot § fap to pou trulp 
Macrobius that writech the a Sifioun 
Gn affrphe of the woꝛthy ſcypioun 
Affermpt§ dvemps and ſayth that hep Geen 
warnyng of the thynges that we after feen 
And fertiiermoze G prappoulohkits wele 
Bp the ofde teftament of danyel * 

Uy 
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Gf fe held dremys anp Sanpte 
Rede eke of hofeph and there (Gal pe fe 
Wondres Been fomtpme But f fap nat alle 
warnyng of thynges that (lial after falle 
Lo of egppt the png that digit pharo 
His Bakez and his boteller atfo 
whether thep felt none cffect in dremps: 
who fo Wok feke actes of fondrp reamps 
Apap rede of Oremes a Wondre thpng 
Locre ſus whiche Was of Lpde byng 
Mette be nat that Ge fat Spon a tre 
wijishe ſignified he ſholde hanged be 
Lo Andrometa Hectoures pf 
That dap that srectouz (Hovde leſe hislyf 
Die drempd in the fame ny Bit biforn 
How that thetpf of Hectoure (Golde Be lorn 
(if that dap Ge Went vnto batayle 
Sie warnyd Gin But it myght natanapfe 
He went fortofigdenatheles 
But Ge was ſtayn anoon of achilles 
But that tate is to fong to telle 
Andeke itis nygh dap J map nat ouelle 
Shortly J fap as for concfuftoun 
That ſhalte Gave of this aupfiouy 
Aduerſite and fap furéfermoze 
Chat § ne teble of Cavatpues no ftoze 
Foz thep Be Senemous h Wote it Wee 
(j chem diffy Jloue them neuie a dec’ 
But rob tet Ss fpeke of mprtfe and ftpne af his 
Madame partlote fofaue § blys 
Df one thyng Hod Gath me ſentlartze trace 
Foꝛ tian h fe the Beaute of pouz face 
pe Be fo ſcarlet rede aboute pouz eyen 
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Ge mabith af my drede for to dyen 
ffoꝛ alſo fpkez asin principio 
NQutiezefEGominisconfufio —s_ 
Madame the fentence of thts latyn is 
Womanis mannestope and Gis blyſſe 
ffor When h fele on nyght pouz foft fpde 

Al be it that map nat on you ryde 
ffoꝛ that ouze perche is made jo narow allas 
Bam fofuloftopandoffolas | 
Chat J diffy bothe ſweuene and dreme 
And with that worde he fyl doun fro the beme 
ffor it as dap and eke his hennes alle 
And With a chub Ge gan them for tocalle 
ffoz fe hadde founde a cozne Lap tn the perde 
Kyalle Ge as and Ge no man aferde 
He fedred partefote twenty tpme 
And trade fez eke as ofte o2 it Was pryme 
He loketh as he were abrpmlpoun — 
And on his toos fe rometh Sp and doun 
Him deyned nat to fee hts feet to grounde 
And chucked Wan Ge Gadde a cozne p founde 
Bnd to Gin ray Gis pues alle 
As ryalle as a prynce tn Gis Gable 
Leue § this haunteckere ty Gis pafture 
Gud after Wot h celle of his anenture 
whan the moneth in the whiche the woꝛlde bettan 
That hight Marche that Hod fir(t made man 
Was complete and paffpd were alſo 
Sithen Marche Began tentp dates and two 
Befpe that Haunteckere ty alle his prpde 
His feupy Gennes walbkyng Gin beſyde 

Eaſt Bp Sts eyen to the bright fonne 
That in the figne of taurus Wasp ronne 

, 
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ffourtp dettrees and one and fombffa€ moze 
He knewe bp kpnde and Bp noon otfer foze | 
Chat it as prpme andcrewe with a Blifful ſteuyn 
Tbe fonne fe fapde is clonbe Sp to heuyn 
flouztp degrees and one and fombat moze ywys 
Madame partfote mp Wo2ldes blys 
Perkpn Got chis bliſful byrdes fpng 
And fe the fre (ie floures how thep fprpng 
fful tompn herte of reuel and folas 
But fodentp him fyl a fozonfulcaas: 
ffoz euir the lattre ende of iope is woo 
God Wot that Worldly tope ts fone atto 
Bnd ff a rethoure conde fapre endite 
He in a cronpele myght fauclp Wrpte 
Hs foz a fouerapn notabifite 
No euerp Wifeman herkpy to me 
Chis (tozp is alſo tretbe J Sndertake 
As is the Boke of Launcefot delake . 
T Gat Women Golde in ful grete reuerence 
Now Wok h turne apen to mp fentence 
Hcof fou ful of ſtittzht andiniquyte 
That in the groue Gadde woned peres tire 
Bp bigh pmatinacion aforn caft 
The fame nyght through the hedge braſt 
Into the yerde there chaunteclere the fayre 
was Wont and eke his wyues to repayre 
Und in a bedde of wortes ftplle Ge Cap 
Tplit Was paft Bndren of thedap 
waytyntt Gis tyme on chaunteclere to fatty 
Hs gladety doon theſe homycides able ) 
Chat in a WaptelpHtte to murdre men 
A fatfe murdrez ruckpngin the den 
O new fcariot and newe genetion 
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fFalle diſſimyloure otfrebe Spnop = 
That brougdteſt trope vtterly to ſoꝛowe 
O clauntectere acurfed be the mozow 
That chou ty the yerde flep fro the Bemps 
Thou Were ful Wele Warnpd Bp thy dremys 
Chat tlhe dap thas perilous to the : 
But what that god afore wote muft nedes Ge 
Aftez tie opunpon of certapy clerbes 
Wptnes of him that any cerkeis - 
That in (cole ts Grete alteracioun 
Gy this matez and Grete diſputacioun 
And hath Geen of an hundred thoufand mey 
But § ne can nat Sulte tt tothe brenne 
Hs cay the holy doctoure auguſtyn 
D2 Boece o2 the biſſhop BradWwazdpn 
Whethyr hat goddes worthy fore wetyntz 
Streyneth me nedely todo a tipng 
Mevdetp cLepe J fpmple neceffite. 
D2 if the fre choos Be graunted me 
To do that fame thyng or do it nouttht 
Thoutth tod fore wote it or it Was wrouttht 
Oꝛ if fis wyttyng ſtreyneth neuir a dele 
But by neceſſite condicioneel 
J Wol nat Gaue doon in ſuche matere 
My tale ts of acoh as pe ſhal here 
That tohke his counſeyl of fis wyf Wits forowe 
Co Walhe ty the perde Spon the moꝛowe 
That Ge hadde met Gis dreme asf pou tofde 
Womens councelles Geen ful oft colde 
wymens councepl Brought Bs firft to Wo 
And made Adam from paradife to to 
Chere ashe was ful merp and Were ateafe 
But for J not Wom h myght diſpleaſe 
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Gf Gcouncepl of omen olde Blame 
Paſſe ouiz foꝛ J fapde it in mp game 
Vedies auctouzes Where they trete of fuche matere 
Und what thep fap of Women pe map Gere 
Chefe been thefe coches Wozdes andnat myn 
Ican noGarme of no woman deupne 
ffapre ty the fonde to Bathe her merilp 
Lpeth partelotandal bez fufters by 
Apenft tie fonne and chaunteclere fo fre 
Dang meriaz han the mazmapoe ty the fee 
Foꝛ phiſolotus ſayth Sttertp 
How that they fontte wele and merely 
And ſo befyl as he caſt his eye 
Among the wortesona butterflye 
He was ware of this fox that lay ful lowe 
Mo thyng than luſt Gin to crowe 
But cryed anoon cocke cok and Lp Ge ſtert 
Hs man that was afrapoe in his hert 
Foꝛ natuvattp a Beft defirett to tle 
Fro fis contrarp if he map it fe 

CThoutth Ge nentz hadde feen tt erft Wich Gis eye 
Chis chaunteckere whan Ge fan him afpp 
He wolde Gaue fledde But that the foy anon 
Dapod tentpl (tz allas What wyl pe doon 
Be pe afrapoe of me that am poure frende 
Now certis J Were wers than a feend 
If J to pou Wolde harme o2 Vefonp 
(J am nat come pouze counfepl to afppe 
But truly the caufe of mp compne 
Was only to Gere fol pe ſyng 
For trutp ye haue as merp a fteupy 
As any aungtel hath thatisingeupy — 
Therwith pe Gane of muſyke moze felynt 
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Than Gadde Boece oz any thatcan ſyntt 
My Corde poure fadez fod Gis foute Keeffe 
Ano eke pouz moodze of fez tentpines 
Haue in my Goufe Be to mp greteeafe 
And certis fir ful fapne Wolde J pou pleafe 
ut for men ſpeke of ſyngyntt Wolde fap 
So moot Gbrouke Wele myn epy twey 
Saue pou ne Gerd h neuir may ſo ſyng 
As dyd pour fader ty the moꝛnyng 
Certis it as of herte alle the fong . 
Hund foz to make Gis Dopce the moze ftrong 
He Wolde fo pepne him that wich bothe his epy 
He muft fiopnke fo Coude Ge muft cryen 
And (tonde Spon Gis tpptoos therWithagle 
And (tretche forth Gis necke long and finale 
Hndehe fe as of fuche difcrectoun 
Chat ther was no manin no regioun 
Chat him in ſong or wyſdome myght paffe 
(jane wele redde dan burnel the aſſe 
mont his Serfe how that there asa coh 
fioz Chat a preftes fone pauefimaknoke _ 
Wpon his keggys Whice he was pong and npre 
He made him for tolefe Gis Benefice 
But certepn there is nocomparifon 
Betwixte the wyſdome and difcrecionn 
Df pouze fadez and of Gis ſubtelte 
Sow fpneits fiz for ſeint charite 
Let fe can pe pouz fadre countrefete 
This chaunteclere Gis wynges tan to Bete 
Hs man that conde nat his treafon afppe 
So Was fe rauyſſhed with fis flatery 
Aitas pelorzdesmanp a falfe flateronze 
(39 ty ponzcourte and manp a falſe loſyngeoue 
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That pleafe pou moche moze By mp feyth 
Chan Ge that fotifaftnes Snto ſayth 
Kedith ecclefta(te of flaterp 
Be hare pe Cozdes of thetze trechery 
Chis chauntecleze (tood Spon fis toos 
Stretchyng Gis necke and helde Gis epn coos 
Gnd fan tocrowe Coude foz tie nones 
And dan ruſſel the fox ſtert Sp at onps 
And be gorttet Gent chanteclere 
Gnd on Gis Bake toward the wode him Bere 
And pet was thez noman that hin fued 
O deſteny that mapft nat Be efche wed 
Hlas that hauntectere fleWe fro the bemys 
Atlas bis wyf raugtht nat of dremys 
Andon a fryday fpl alve this myſchaunce 
O Senus that art goddes of ptefaunce 
Sithen that tip fernaunt Was this chaunteclere 
And in thy ferupce dpd alle hts power 
Mpoze for delpte than the worlde to multiplp 
Wp Woldeft thou fuffre him hp dap todpe 
D gaufride dere mayſter fouerapn 
Chat whan the worthy bpng Richard Was ſtayn 
With (Got compleyndeſt Gis det fo fore 
why ne Gadde h thy ſcience and thy Coze 
The fridap foz tochyde as dyd pe 
ffoz on a fridap (Hoztlp flapn as Ge 
Than Wofde ſ (ieWe pou how that J conde pleyn 
ffoz chaunteclere drede and foz Bis pepn 
Certis fuche crye neCamentacioun 
Nas neuiz of Ladies made Gan that Giron 
Was Wonne, and pirzus With Gis bright ſwerde 
whan Ge hent byng prpame Bp the Berde 
And (leWe him as fapthenepdos 
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As made al the hennys tn the loos) 4 
Wheyn that they Gadde of chaunteclere the ſight 
But fouerantp dame partefote ſhrigtht 
Ful towder thay dyd GaforuBbales wyf 
Whan that Ger huſbonde had loft his kyf 
And that the Komaynes hadde Brent cartate 
She was fo ful of turnentand of rate 
That wyplfullp into tie fyre (Ge {tere 
And Brent Gez ſelf with a (tedefaft hert 
D woful Gennps right focrpoen pe 
Us whan that nero Brent thecpte 
Df Rome crpde the fenatoures pues 
Foz that theiz GufGondes ſholde leſe their lyues 
withouten gylt nerohath them ſlayn 
Now wol h turne to my tale agapyy 
Chis ſely wydowe and her doughters two 
Herde the hennes crye and make Wwe 
And oute at the dore ſtert they anoon 
nd ſawe the fox towarde tie wode gloon 
And Bare Spon Gis Bake tie cocke atbep 
Any cepde oute and Garolbe and wela wey 
B fla the fox and after Gis thep ray 
Andeke With ftaues manp ay othez man 
Ran coffe oure doge tafSot and garlond 
Andmalkpn With fez diſtaf in her honde 
Ran cob andcalf andehe tlie the verry Hotes 
Foꝛ thep fo fore aferde Were of the dogttes 
And ffoutpng of men and of Women ehe 
They ran fo theire Gert thouttht toBrebe 
They pellen as feendes doon in Felle 
The dohes cryde as men wolde thes quelle 
The tees for fere ouir the trees 
Dute of the Gpues the ſwarme of Bees 
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So hidous was the nopfe a Benedicite 
Certis Sache (trvalbe ne fis menpe 
Me made neuir ſhoutes Galf fo ftirille 
whan that thep wolde anp flempng kplle 
As that dap was made Spon the fox 
Of Bras thep Bee te Che trompes and of box 
Of Gozn and Bone in Which they Ble We and pouppd 
And therwith hep (Orthed and ſhoutyd 
(it fempd as though heuyn ſholde fatte 
Now gode men Fprap pou herkyn alle 
Lo fo fortune eurnetG fodenlp 
The Hope andthe prpde of Gez enymye 
This coche that Cap Spon the foves Bache 
(jn alle Gis drede Gnto the fo Ge fpake 
Gnd fapd firif I Were as pe 
pet ſhoulde § fap as wys Hod Gelpe me 
Turneth apen pe proude choꝛles alle 
A very peftifence Spon pou falle 
Nob am J come Hrto this wode ſyde 
Mautre pouz Gede the coche (tal Gere abyde 
G wpe him ete tn feyth and that anoon 

The fou aunfwerdin fepth it ſhalbe doon 
And as he fpake the worde alle fodenkp 
This coche Brake from his mouthe definertp 
And high Spon a tre Ge flee anoon 
Hnd Wan the fox falve that fe Was toon 
Blcas quod Ge ochaunteclere affas , 
(J Gane quodfe do topou grete trefpaas 
(in as moche as J made pou aferde | 
When J pou Gent and brouttht oute of pouze perde 
But fic J dyd it natin no Wpchedentent€ 
Come doun and (hal tele pou WHat G ment 
J fdatte pou fap ſoth todGelpe me fo , 
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Nap thay quod Geis ſſre we Ss BotG tivo | 
End firſt J (Gretve mp fetf bothe Beode and Bones 
Gf thou begyle me oftez than ones - i 
Chou (Gale nomoze with thy flaterp 
{Do me ſyntt witha Wpnkpngepe | 

Foꝛ Ge that wynketh Wien he ſholde fe 
Al bpifullp godlet him neni the | 
Map quod the foy Hut god geue him myſchaunce 
Chatis ſo indiſcrete of souernaunce 
Chat tangeteth whan ve ſholde holde Fis pees 
Lo fuche itis for tobe recjetes 
Gnd neglegent and truſte on flaterp 
And pe that Golde this tale a foly 
Hs of a fox anda cocke and ay Genne 
Tahith the mozatite good men 
Foꝛ feint poute fapty alte that writen ig 
To oure doctrine tt is. Writen pps 
Cahith the frupte and cet the caffe Be ſtylle 
Mow gode godif that it be thy wytke 
Hs ſaythe mp Corde god make be alle gode men 
And bryng Vs to thy high Bep {fe amen 

Here begynneth the manciples p rofottue 
Gr nonnes preeſt oure hooſt ſayde anoon 
x bleſſed Be thy reche and euery (toon 

This a mery tale of chaunteckere 
But bp mp krouth if thou were ſeculere 
Chou wokdeſt be a tredfoule a right 
Foꝛ if thou haue coꝛage as thou Galt mpute 
Che Were nede of Gennes as wene 
pe moze than feupn tymes fenentene 
Se Whiche brawnes hath this hentyl preeft 
So grete a necke and ſuche a Carte breeſt 
Hye Cohith as a fparganhe With bis bite 
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Hin nedith nat Gis cofoure for todpen 
Witt braſyl ne With grayn of poꝛtyngale 
But fiz fapve fable pou for pouze tate 
And aftez that Ge with ful merp chere 
Sayd Suto ay man as pe ſhalle Gere 
wot pe nat where there ſtondith a lytel toun 
whiche that is clepyd Bob Hp and doun 
Whore the blee in caunterbery wap 
Chere Fan oure hooſt to iape and to pley 
And ſayd fires What dun is in the mpre 
[Js there no may foz prapez ne foꝛ hyre 
Chat Wolf albake oure felow behynde 
& theef myght him ful lyghtly robbe and bynde 
Se Gol he nappith fe foz cockes Bones — 
430% He wol falle from his horſe at onys 
is that a coke of Condon with myſchaunce 
Do him comfoꝛt he hnowith Gis penaunce 
ftoꝛ fe fGatve tel a tale Bp my fap 
Al thoutth it Be nat worch a Boter Gap | 
Albake thou coke quod fe fod gyue the ſorowe 
what ayleth the to flepe Bp the morowe 
Haft thou Gadde fleen al nyttht or art thou dronke 
D2 Saft thou af nyght With fomme quene p ſwonke 
So that thou mayſt nat Golde Sp thy hede 
This cook that was ful pale and nothpny rede 
Sapde oure hooſt fo fod mp foute bleſſe 
Chere is fale on me grete heuynes 
Mat i nat why me Weze fever to flepe 
Then the Beft talon of wyne in chepe 
Wele quod the manciple if map do the eafe 
Co tlhe fir coke and to no wight wight dtfpleafe 
whiche at Here ryde in this company 
And if oure hooſt Wok of his curtefp 
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J Wok as nol evcufe tie of tip tate 
ffor in Hode feyth tip Bpfateisfulpate — 
Thyn epen dafalen fothtlp as me thynketh 
And wele § wote thy breth ful ſoure ſtynketh 
Chat ſoe with wele thou art nat wele diſpoſed 
Df mecertapy thou ſhalt nat be loſed 
Se how he galpith. to thisdvonken Wittht 
As tbough Ge olde Bs ſwelow anoon rittht 
Holde ctoos tip mouthe foꝛ thy fader byn 
The deuyẽ of Helle (et his fote therin 
Thy curſed breth Wok enfecteHs atte 
Fyſtynkyng ſwyne fp foule moot the befalle 
Takrt hede fires of this luſty man 
Now ſwete fix wol pe iufte at the Dan 
Therto me thynketh pe be wele ſhape 
g trowe that pe haue dronke wyne ape 
And that is whan men pley at the ſtrawe 
And With Gis ſpeche the cook wexed al wrawe 
And on the manciple Ge Gan to nodde faft 
Foꝛ Cache of ſpeche a doun the Gozfe him caft 
where as he Cay tpl that men him Sp tohe 
Chis Was a fapre cheueſaunce of acook 
Atlas that Ge ne hadde holde him Bp Gis ladyl 

And oꝛ that he apen Were tn Gis fadyl 
Chere Was a Grete ſhouyng bothe toandfro 
Colpft him Sp and mekyl cave and wo 
Do bn weldy Was this felp patted gooft 

And to the manciple than fpake oure Gooft 
Bicauſe that drpnke Gath dominactoun 
Vpon this man. bp mp fauactoun 
Itrowe lewdely Wo fe telle Gis tale 
Foꝛ Were it wyne oz ofde mopfte ate 
Chat he Gath dronke he ſpekith ſo in 9 noſe 

vy, 
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And fneſith faft andeke he hath the pofe 
He Gath alfo todo moze than pnougg 
Cokepe him on Gis caple oute of the ſlough 
And if Ge fatle from Gtacaplec fefone 

» Chan [Hal We alle Gaue ynough todone 
(in lyftyng Sp Gis Ozonken cozps 
Cet on top tate of Gin make § no force 
But pet mancipte th fept thou arte to nyce 
Thus openty to repzone him of Gis byce 
Anottez dap Ge Wot parauenture 
Keclayme tie and bryng the tolure 
J mene le fpeke Wpl of ſmale thyntzes 
Ano for to pynche at thy reckhnpnges 
Chat Were nat Goneft tf it cam to the preef 
Jo quod the mauncipte that Were a Grete mpfcief 
Do myght Ge bryng me ty to the ſnare 
pet haooe Ieeuer pay fortiemare 
whiche Ge ridett on than Ge ſholde with ine ſtryue 
{j Wot nat wrathe Gin fo moot J thryue 
Chat fpake | ſayde it But in bourde 
And Wote pe What ghaue Gere ty mp courde 
G oraugit of wyne pe of a rype grape 
And rigyt anoon pe fiat fea gode iape 
Chiscook (ial orpnke tiferof if hat G may 
Vp peyne of mptpf Ge wol nat ſay nay 
And certaynly to telle as it was 
Of this veſſer the cook dranke faſt allas 
Iijat nedith it he dranke ynough biforn 
And whay Ge hadde poupyd ty Gis Gorn 
Co the manciple he toke the gourde attapy 
And of the drynke the cooke tas fur fayn 
And thanked him ty fuche wyſe ashe coude 
T fan gan oure fooft tolaughe Wondre Conde 
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And fapde J fe wele it is neceſſary 
where that We toon gode drynke with vs to cary 
ffoꝛ that wol turne rancoz and diſeaſe 
To accorde and koue and manp a woꝛde to peafe 
O Bacus p Bliffed Ge thy holy name 
That focan(t turne erneft into game 
worſhip and thanke Be to thy depte 
Df that matere pe ete no moze of me 
Cel on thy tale thou manciple J the prap 
Wele fir quod Ge ferhnetG What h fap 

ere endith the manciples prolotzue 
And —I his tale 
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Abin phebus duellyd Gere ty erthe a doun 
As olde Bokes maken mencioun 

He has the mooft luſty Bachetere 
Df atte the worlde andehe the beſt archere 
He ſlewe pheton the ferpent as Ge Cap 
Sleppntt apenft the fonne Spon a dap 
And manp a nother noble wozthp dede 

ft 1 
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He With Gis Bowe Wrought as men map vede 
Plepye Ge conde on euery mpnftratcp 
Gnd fpngen hatte Wasa melodp — 
To Gere of His cere boyce the foun 
Certis the kpng of Thebes a mphioun 
Chat With Gis font walled the cpte 
Corde neutz (png half fo wele as Ge 
Cherto Ge was the femetpeft man 
Chat te oz Was ſithen the woꝛlde bettan 
Wijat nedith it fis feture to difcrpue 
Foꝛ in this woꝛtde Was there no may fo fapre alyue 
He Was ther with fulfylled of gentylnes 
Df Gonoure and of parfyte woꝛthynes 

¶ Chis phebus that was froure of bachelery 
Hs Wele ty fredom as in cheualry 
Foꝛ Gis difpozte tn fine eke of victoꝛy 
Df plieton foas tellith Us the ftozp 
Was Wont to Bere in his honde a Bove 

(Now hadde this phebus in Gis houſe a crowe 
Within acage p foftrpd many a cap 
And tautthte it fpeke as men teche a iay 
White was this crowe asisampthe Whpte ſwan 
Hndcountrefetpo the ſpeche of euerp may 
He coude whan fe ſhulde telle a tale 
There was tn alle this worlde no nyttheynttale 
Ne coude by an hundred thouſand defe 
Syngte ſo wonderly merily and weſe 

¶Now Gadde this phebus in his houſe a wyf 
Whiche that Ge Coupd moze than Bis lyf 
Rnd nyttht and dap dyd euie fis diligence 
'* foz to pleafe and do fez reverence 

aueontp the ſoth if (Gable fapy 
helous Ge Was and wolde haue kept Bez fapne 



The manciples tale 

4Fo2 him werelothe taped for to be 
And foisenerp wight in fuche degre 
But al for naught foritauapled nougie — 
Agode wyf that ts clene of Werke and thought 
Sholde nat be kept tn noon a wayte certapy 
And truly the laboure ts in Sepn 
Tohepe a fiive We for tt Wol nat Ge 
Chis horde g foꝛ a verꝛy nycete 
To ſpylle kaboure for tokepe pues 
Thus writen olde clerkes ty theire lyues 
But now to purpos as ii firſt Began 
This worthy phebus doth alle that he can 
Co pleſen Gez wenyng throutth ſuche pleſaunce 
And for Gis manhode and foz fis gonernaunce 
That no man (Golde put him fro ter grace 
Wut fod it Wote there may no manenBrace 
Hs to diftrepne a thyng whiche that nature 
Hath naturallp fet in a creature 
Take anp byrde and put him fy a catte 
And do alte thyn ententand thp cozarte 
Co foftre te tenderly With mete and drynke 
Df al depntees that thou canſt bethynke 
nd kepe it affo clenfp as tion map 
Al though Gis cage of golde Be nenir fogap 
pet hath this byrde Sp twenty thousand folde 
Leuez in a fozeſt that is wylde and colde 

Goete wormes and ſuche Wrechidneſſe 
Foꝛ eutz this byrde Wot do his beſyneſſe 
Toafcape oute of his cate Whan be map 
HisliBerte the byrde defireth ap 
Let take a cat and foftre Gez With mpthe 
And tendve fle (fhe and make Gez couche of fithe 
Andlet bez fea mouſe go Bp the walle 

ft im 
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Anoon fie weyueth fleſſhe and couche and ae 
Und euerp deynte that ts in that Goufe 
Suche appetpte Gath ſhe toete the mous 
Lo Gere hath Cuft his domynacioun 
And appetpte flemyth difcrectoun 
& ſhe wolf hath atfoa Sprenskpnode 
Tlie lewoelt wolf chat foe map fynde 
sD 2 leeft of reputacion that wyl ſhe tahe 
Jn tyme Whan Gezbuft toGaue a hake 
Al thefe enfamples fpeke by thefe men 
That Been Sntrue and nothyng Bp women 
ffoz men Gane entra licoꝛous appetp te 
Dn lower thyng to parfourime thetve defy te 
Chay on theive wyues Ge thep neuir fo fapr + 
Me newiz fo true ne neutr fo debonayre . 
Fleſſhe is ſo newfangle with myſchaunce 
That We necanin no thyng haue plefaunce 
Chat folbneth Dnto Sertue anp White | 
Thus phebus whiche that thought no epee 
Difcepued Was for alle bis tolite | 
ffor Dudve him a nothez Gadde ſhe 
A man of Cptee reputacioun 
Nought Wort to phebus ty compariforn 
The moze harme is. tt happith oft fo 
Df whiche here cometh moche harme and wo 
Bnd fo befyl Wan pheBus Was abſent 
His wyf anoon Gath for fez lemman fent 
$ie2lemmancertes that is a hnauyſſhe ſpeche 
Ftoryeue it me and that J you beſeche 
The wyſe plato ſayth as ye may rede 
The Worde muſt nede accorde with the dete 
If men fiiotde telle propirfpatipny 
The Worde muft cofpy Ge to the Workpng 
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Gary a boyſtous mar right thus fap J 
Chere is Hut lytel oifference trucp 
Betwixte a wyf that ts of high degre 
Gf of fez Bodp diſhoneſt fie Be — 
Anda poze Wencle other than this 
Gf it fo Be thep werne bothe amps 
out that the gentyl isin ſtate aboue 
Die ſhal Ge ckeppdGistadp and Gis Coue 
And foꝛ thatothezisapoute woman => 
She fiiatte Ge cLeppd Gis wenche o2 hislemman 
And god tt ote myn olbne dere brother 
Men Cap as Cole that one as that otfez 
Kight fo bet wixt a tytles tpraunt 
And ayn outla we o2 a theef erraunt 
Che fame h fap there is no difference 
Co Alifaundre as tolde this fentence 
Chat for the tprauntis of gretez myght 
Yep force of mepne to flee doun a right 
Gnd Brenne Goufe andfoom andmake al playn 
Lo therfore is Ge cleppdacapdepy 
And for the outela whath But ſmalle menye 
And map rat do fogrete an Garme as he 
Ne Brpny acountre to fo grete myſchief 
Men clepe Fim an outawe o2 a theef 
But for J ana man nat teytueke 
Jwol nat tele of textes neuir a deel 
§ Wol fo tomp tale as J bettan 
Dian phebus Wwpf Gadde fent for her lemman 
Unoon thep wrought alle their Cuft volatte 
This white cro we that hyngt ap in the cage 
Behelde theire Werke and ſayde neuir a worde 
Hnd whan home Was come phebus the Lorde 
Thiscrowe fong cuchoWw cuchoW cuchow 



The manciples tale 

what Bprde quod phebus what ſyntteſt ou 
Me Were thou nat Wont fo meriky to ſyng 
C Gat to mp Gerte it basa reioyſyntt 
To Gere this voyce allas What font is this 
Vy ttod quod Ge § ſyntt nat amps 
Phebus quod fe foz alle thp worthynes 
jfor alte thp Beaute and thp gentylnes 
ffoz at thp font and alle thp mynſtralcye 
ffoz al tip waytyng Blerpd is thyn epe 
With one of Lptel reputacioun 
Mat Worth to the in compartfouy | 
The mountenaunce of agnat fomoot | thryue 
Foꝛ on thy Bedde thy Wpf ſa we bity fypue 
what Wor pe moze the crolbe anoon Gis tolde 
Bp ſadde toknes and by wordes Golde 
How that his wyf Gadde doon fer lechery 
Him to tree (Fame and to grete SeConp 
And tolde Hin eft He fave it With his eyen 
This pheBus fan a Wap Warde for toprpen 
Hin thought fis Wofue Gert braſt a two 
His bowe he Bent and fet therin a flo 
And in fis ive Ge Gath his wyf feapy 
Chis is the effecte ther is moze to ſayn 
Foꝛ fozolb wherof Ge Brake fis mynſtralcy 
Bottle Garpe and lute geterne and ſa wtry 
Andehke Ge Brake fis arowes and his bowe 
Gndaftez that thus fpake fe to the crowe 
Traptoure quodbe Wits tongue of ſcorpioun 
Chou haſt me Brought to mp confufioun 
Alas that J as Wrought why neve J dede 
O deve Wopf offemme oluſtihede 
That Were to me fo fadde and che fo trewe 
Nowlyeſt thou dede Wits face pate of fee 



Tbe manciptes tate 

Ful gyltles hat durſt J ſwere y Sps 
O rabet honde to do fo foule amps 
O trouble wytte oire recheleſſe 
That vnauyſed ſynneſt gyltles 

wantruſt fulle of falfefufpectouy 
eze as thy wytte and thy difcreciouy 

O euery man Be Ware of rechetnes : 
Ne trolve no thyng withoute ſtrontt wytnes 
Sinpte nat to fone or thou wytte wip 
Hund Be aupfed wele and fikertp 
Oꝛ pe do any evecuctouy 
Vpon poureirefozfufpectouy = 
Httasa thoufandfotkeGauetekplive 
frurcp fordoon and brought tiem ty the mpre 
Alias foz forzolve J Wok mp felf (lee 

Bnd to the crowe o falſe theef fapde Ge 
J Wok qupte anoon tip falſe cate 
Chou jong Witton (pee a nyghtyngate 
Slo {dale thou falſe theef typ fong fortton 
Ehe tip Witte fetheres euerichone 

— Me neutr ty al tip lyf fiale thou fpeke © 
Thus (hat men op a-traptoure Be wreke 
Chou and tipy ofſpryng euir hal be Blake 
Ne neuiz ſwete nopes (Gal pe make 
But euir crye apenft tempe(t and rapne 
Bn token that through the mp Wpf is ſtayn 
Bnd to the crowe Ge ſtert and hatanooy — 
And pulled of Gis Witte fethereseucricione — 
And made him blacke and reft him al Gis fong 
And eke Gis ſpeche and oute at the doze him fiong 
Vnto the deuyl whiche fj Hin Betake - 

And foxꝛ thts caufe Be al crowes Blake ¥ — 
Mozdynges by the ſe enſamples Wot you prax 

—— 
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Be tare and take kepe what h fap 
Ne tellith neuir no man ty pourelpf 
Ho W that a nothez man hatb dight his wif 
He wol pou Gate moztallp certayn 
{Dan Salamon as wyſe clerkes ſayn 
Techith aman to kepe his tongue ele 
But as h ſayde § am nat textuele 
But natheles thus taught me mp dame 

(7 My fonne thynke on tie crowe a goddes name 
app fone kepe wele tip tongue and hepe thy frende 
A wpchedtonguets ozfetianafeende = = 
App fone fron a feende men map them bleſſe 
Opp fone godof his endeles foodneffe 
walled a tongue With tethe and lyppes eke 
Foꝛ man (Horde him auyſe what te fpebe 
opp fone ful oft foz to mekpl ſpeche 
{sath manp a man Be ſpylt as clerkes teche 
out forlptetfpechefpokenaupfertp — 
s no man (Gent to fpeke generally 
App fone tip tongue ſholdeſt thor reſtrayn 
Acat tpme Hut whan thou dooft thy pepne 
Co fpeke of fod ty honoure and praper 
The firſt vertue fone if hou Wplttere 98 
(Js to reſtreyne and kepe wele thy tontzue 
Cbuslerne children whan they be pong 
My fone of mekpl fpekpng vn auyſed 
ic bere laſſe fpekpng Gadde pnoust fuffifeo 
Cometh mekyl Garme thus was me tautihte 
Gy mekpe ſpeche ſynne wanteth nauttht 
woteſt thou wherfore a rabel tongue ſeruyth 
Right as a ſwerde forcutteth and forcaruych 
An arme a two my dere ſone ritht ſo 
A tongue cutteth frendſhippe atte a to 



The parfornes profoyue - 

A iangeler is to god abhomynabfe 
Kede Salamon fo wyſe and honourable 
Kede dauyd and his pſalmes. rede ſeneke 
My fone ſpeke nat ne Wits tip hede thou Bebe 
Diffimpl as thou were def if that thou here 
Cie tangefoure ſpekith of parfous matere 
The flempng ſaythlerne tf hat thou lyſt 
Chatlptet iangtyng cauſith grete reſt 
My fone if thou no wycked woꝛde haſt ſayd 
Che daz nat drede for to Be beweayed 
Wut Ge that Gath mpffapde J daz Wele ſayn 
He map by no Wep clepe his Wwordeagapyn 
Thyng thatis ſayde ts ſayde and forthe tt foth 
Chougi him repente o2 him Ge neutz folothe 
Spe ts thralle to him to Whom Ge Hath fapde 
H tale for Whiche be is now eupt appaped 
My fone Ge Ware and be none autouz newe 
Df tpdinges Whether thep Be falſe oz trewe 
Where fo thou come among Hist oz Cole 
eve wele thp tounge and thpnke on the crowe 

Herve endith the manciples tale 
Gnd begynneth the parfones profotfue 

§ pthat the manctple Gadde Gis tale endpd 
The foune fro tiie ſouthe ſyde is difcended 

So lowe that tt Mas nat tomp ſight 
Dettrees of fyue and twenty of hight 
Cen at the coke tt as fois! seffe 
Foꝛ enfeupn foot a lytel moze o2 keſſe 
Opp (Gadolve Was at that tyme as there 
Df ſuche feet as mp lengith parted ere 
(In few feet equafry of propoꝛcioun 
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Therwith the mones exaltacioun 
Gmene LiBra alwey Fan afcende 
As Were entryng ty the thorpes ende 
ffor whiche oure Hooft as He Was Wont Co type 
Ap in thiscaas thistofpcompanp — 
Sapode in this wyſe lordynges euerichone 
Mor fackith Bs no tale moze than one 
ffulfylled is my fentence and mp decre 
who Wok now telle a tale fet fe 
Almooſt fulfplledis mpy ordenaunce 
Hpray to god fo pene him right gode chaunce 
G Hat tellith this tale toSsfuftitp 
Dir preeft quodGe art thou a Spcarp 
Oꝛart thou a parfon fap ſothe Bp thy fep 
Be what thou be Breke thou natoure play 
ffoz euezp man faue thou haue tolde Gis tafe 
Wn Borte and (Gee Ss What is in thy male 
froz trutp me thynkith Bp thy chere 
Thou ſholdeſt knyt Bp Wele a grete matere 
Cel vs a fable anoon foꝛ coches bones 
Chis parfon him aunſwerd alle at onys 
Chou getep(t fable none tofde for me 
ffoz poure that writetb to Tymothe 
RepreuptG them that Wapuen fothfaftnes 
And techen fables and ſuche wrechidnes 
Wap ſholde J ſawe draf oute of mp fyſt 
When g map ſawe fete tf that melpſt 
Foz whiche J fap tf that pe lyſt to here 
Moꝛalite andof Sertuous matere 
And than tf pe pl pene me audience 
J wolde ful fapne at crijtes reuerence 
{Done pou eefful plefaunce asG can 
Hut truſtith Wele J am a fotherpn man 
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Ican nat gefte rum vam ruf Bp Cectre 
End fod Wote rpme Golde J Gut lytel bettre 
And therfore if pe Cuft J Wot nat glofe 
J wol pou tele alptel taleinprofe — 
Toknptte Sp af this feeft and make ay ende 
And hefu fo2 Gis trace Wptte me fende 
Co ſhewe pou the wey ty this page 
Df tiplke parfpte Glorious pplgramatfe 
That hight ieruſalem cele(tiatte 
And if pe Souchefauf anon h ſhalle 
Begynne Spon mp tale for whiche J pray 
Cel pouze auys § can no bettre fap 
wut natheleffe his meditacioun 
Iput it ay Sndve cozrectionn 
Ofclerkes for Jam nat textuelte 
\j take But the fentence truſtith wele 
Cherfoze J make proteftactoun 
Chat 9 Wok ftonde to cozrectiouy 
Wpon this woꝛde We Gaue affentpd fone 
ffoz as ft fempd ft as fo2 to Doon 
Toenden in ſom Sertuous fentence 
Bnd for to peue him fpace and audience 
Hnd Gadde oure Gooft Ge ſholde to Him fap 
Chat alle We to telle His tale him pray 
Dure Gooft Gadde the Wordes foz Hs alle 
Sit preeft quod fe nol fapre moot pou befalle 
Sayth what pe lyſt and we (Gal xladtyp Gere 
Gnd With that worde Ge ſayd in this manere 
Tellits quod Ge poure meditacioun 
But haſtith pou the fonne wol adorn 
Beth fructuous and that ty lpcet fpace 
Fndto d0 Wele tod fende pou Gis trace 

Here enditG the parfones prolotzue 
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And here begynnettz his tale. 

/ 

Iheremie Bi, Dtate fuper Bias et videte et interrogate de Bite antiquis. 
quefit Bia bona. et ambulate in ea. et inuenietis refrigeriũ animabz veſtris. 

Wrfwetefor God of 
heuẽ that no man wyl 

o periſſhe But wyllthat 
We comẽ alto the kno⸗ 

wlechyng of hym andto the blyſful 
fpf that 1s pardnrable amoneffieth 
Be By the prophete Iheremye p faith 
in this wyſe. ſtondeth Bpon the wes 
yes. and ſee « ape pe of olde pathis. 
that is to ſaye of ofde ſentencis whi⸗ 
che is good weye. And walketh in 
weye and pis refreſſhyng for poure 
ſowlys. Hany Ben the wepes fpiti - 
tuel that leden fofeto our lord ihũ 

Cryſte. And to the reane of glorye. 

Df whiche weyes:There is a ful no 
ble weye and wel couenable whiche 
map not faylle to man neto womã 
that thrugh ſynne hath miſgoon fro 
the ryght weye of Iheruſalem celeſti 
aff, And this weye is cleped peny 
tence. Df whiche may ſhold gladly 
Ker Gen and enqupre wyth al fie Ger 
feto wete. whatis penytence o2 pez 
naunce. And wite whens ts clepyd 
penptence. And fot many manere 
Ben the actions of werchyng of pe 
npfence. And how many ſpyces the- 
re Be of penytence. and whiche thyn⸗ 
ges behouen and apperteynen fo. 

GS i. 
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penytence. Saynt ambꝛoſe fapth p 
penptéce is the plenynge of the mary 
forthe gylthe that he hath d00. 
And nomozeto doo ony thynge for 
the whiche hym ought to pfepne. 
And fom doctor fapth.that penaun⸗ 
ce is the weymentynge of man that 
ſorowethz for his ſynne. And pyneth 
Hym ſelf foꝛ he hath myſ don. Peny⸗ 
tence wyth certeyn circumſtance is 
Berry repentaunce of man that hol⸗ 
deth hym (elf in forowe ¢ other pep z 
ne for his gyltes. And for he fhal 
Be Berry penptent. He (haf firft Bez 
waylen the ſynnes that he Hath don. 
And ſtedfaſtly purpofe wy his herte 
to haue ſhrift of mouth. And to d00 
fatiffaction and never for to do thin 
Ge for Whiche hym oughte moze to 
bewayle 02 compfapne and to cons 
tynue in good werRis D: ellys hie 
repentaunte may not auapfe .for 
as ſaith faint Iſodte. He is a Japar 
and a gabbar and not verey repen⸗ 
taunte that eftſones doth thyng for 
whiche hym oweth to repente ne ſtin 
te to doo ſynne. map not auapfe. 
Dut neuertheles men ſhold take ho 
pethat at euery tyme that men fal⸗ 
leth be it newer fo ofte that he map.a 
tpfe thourgh penytence pf he haue 
Grace. But certeynly it is grete 
doubte Foꝛ as ſayth Saynt Grego 
tc. vnnethe ariſeth he out of his fp 
ne.that is charged of euyl Bfage. 
And therfore repentaunte folke that 
ſtynte for to ſynne and for to fete ſyn 
ne or ſynne forfete thym. Holſy 
chyrche holdeth hem ſyker of Fer fal 

* “Wario. And Ge that ſynneth and 
Berpfp repenteth hym in hys laſte. 
Holy chirche hopyth hys ſaluacion 
By the grete mercy of our Lord Ihu 
Cryſte foz his repentaunce. 
But tahe pe the ſyleer and certayn 
waye. And now ſythe J haue de⸗ 
clared yow what thyngis penaunce 

Now ſhul pe vnderſtonde that 
there be thre accions. The firſt is 

that a man be baptiſed after that he 
hath ſynneth. Dapnt Auguſtyn 
ſayth But he Be penytent for hys oi, 
de ſynful lyf. He may not begynne 
the newe clene fpf. Ffoꝛ pf He Be 
Baptpfed wythont penytence for His 
ofde aplte. He reteyneth (he marie 
Of Baptefine. Wut not the grace ne 
the remyſſion of Bis ſynnes tyl he ha 
ue very repentaunce Another 
defaute is that men done dedely ſyn⸗ 
ne after they haue receyued baptiſ⸗ 
me · The thirde defaute is that men 
falle in venyal ſynnes after her bap 
teſme fro day to day. Zherof ſayth 
ſaynt Auguſtyn that penaunce of 
good and hũbſe follꝛe te the penyten 
ce of euery dap. Lhe ſpyces of penaũ 
ce Ber thre. That one of ther is ſo⸗ 
lempne. Another ts comer and the 
(Hirde is prpuc. hat penatice p ie 
fofépne is in two matters. as is to 
be put out of holy chirehe in lenton 
foꝛ ſlaughter of children and fiche 
maner thynges. Another is whan a 
man Hath ſynned openfp.of whiche 
ſinne the fame te openly Enower iy 
the contree and thenne holy chyrche 
Bp Fugement diftrepneth hym for to 
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do open penanuce Somme penaun 
ce is that pꝛeſtes enioyne men comẽ⸗ 
ſy in certayn caas ac for fo god pers 
aueuture na ked on pyſgꝛymage or 
Barefoot Preup penauce is that wer 

doon al day for preuy ſynnep of. whi 
che Wwe ſhryuen Bs pꝛeuely and recep 
Hen prpup penaunce, Mow. fhal 
thou vnderſtonde What behoueth « 
is neceſſaryeto euctp preup penptét — 
And thefe fionde w thre. Contrycion 
offerte. Lonfef{pon of mouth. And 
fatiffaction for whiche Johan LCri⸗ 
ſoſtom ſayth. Penytence diſtreneth 
to accepte benyngly euery pepne pis 
hym enioyned wyth contrycion of 
herte and ſhryfte of month wyth ſa⸗ 
tiſfaction and worchyng of alle ma 
ner humylyte. And this is fruytfull 
penaunce ayenſt tho thynges in whi 
che Wwe wrathen ouꝛ Lord Ihũ cryſt 

This is to ſaye defpte in thynkyng. 
Wp rechelefnes in ſpelꝛyng by wyc⸗ 
Hed and ſpnful worchpng. Ayenſt 
theſe wycked gyltes is penaunce. 
That map Be lpRened to a tree. Zhe 
rote of this tre is contrycion hat hy⸗ 
deth hym in the herte of hym thatis 
beray repentante ryght as the rote 

Of atrce ßydeth hym in theerthe, Df 
the rote of contrycion fprpnacth a 
ſtalle that Bereth Branuchps «fms 
of confeſſion. And 
the fleſſße. Df whiche cryſte ſayth 
in the goſpel. Do ye dygne fruyt off 
penytence. Foꝛ by thys fruyt me 
may linowe this tree and not Bp the 
tafe that is hyd in the herte of aman 
Nev By the bꝛanchys ne leuys of cõ⸗ 

feſſpon. And therfore our Corde hit 

Lufte fapth thus, By the fruyt of 
them pefhalBnowe them. Df tips 
tote ſpryngeth a feed of grace which 
ſeed is moder of fpRernes. And thie 
fecdis eger ¢ Hote. the grace of thys 

ſeed ſpryngeth of god through the re 
menBratice of the dap of Some ¢ of 
the peynes of helle. of this mater. 
Dalamon fapth that in the drede of 
god. aman forfettth bis fprine. Zhe 
hete of this feed is he loue of god¢ 
deſyryng of the Joye perdurable. 
This hete draweth the heꝛte of man 
fo god and doth hym hate his ſynne 
For there is nothyng hat ſauoureth 
fo ſote to a chylde as the mpfRe of 
his noryce. Meno thyng is to hym 
more abhomynablethan that myfs 
Be whan it is medfpd wyth other 
myllee. Kyght fo the ſynful manp 
foueth his ſynne. hit ſemeth it 16 to 
Gym moft ſwete of onp thyng. But 
fro ptpme that he loueth fadfp oure 
ford Iheſu Cryſt and defpreth the 
fpf pardurable. There is to hym no 
thyng moreabhompnabyf. 02 ſoth 
the loue of aod is the lawe of god. 
Flor Whiche dauyd the ꝓphete ſayth 
Jhaue loued thy fawe a hated Wpe s 
Kednes.fe loueth god kepethß Gye 
fawe and his worde, This the pphe 
te danyel enſpyred Bpon the Bpfpon 
Of NaBogodonofor whan he coun z 
cepted hym to d0 penaunce. Penaun 
ce 16 Of the tree of lyf fo them that if 
receyuen g Ge that holdeth gym Ber + 
Sp penytẽt is bleſyd after thc fentence 
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Of ſalamon Futhis penytence or cS 
trytion may (hal vnderſtonde four 
thynges.that is to ſaye what te con, 
tricyon. And whiche Bey thecaufes p 
meuen aman tocontricioy. And 
Gow fe ſhold be contrite. And what 
rontrycion auayleth to the fonte, 
Bhan if is hus that cõtricion ie the 
Berrp forow thata mar reſtreyneth 
in His herte for his fpnnes wyth fad 
purpoſe to ſßryue hym and to do pe 
naunce and tener uore to do ſynne 
And this forowe ſhal be in this ma⸗ 
ner as ſayth faint Bernard, It (hal 
Be greuous and heuy ⁊ wel ſharpe 
and poynaunt in herte. Fprft for a 
man hath aapfted his forde and hys 
creatour. And more fharpeand poy, 
naunt for Ke hath agylted Gis fader 
celeſtyal “And pet more ſharp and 
popnaunt for Fe Fath wrachyd hym 
wand agylte hym that bought fpr p 
wyttz his precpous Blood hath delp⸗ 
ueryd Gym fro the bondes of ſynne 
and fro the cruelte of the deuplf and 
fro the peynes of Helle Theſe caufes 
Chat meue a man fo contrycion Beery 
Bi. fFyrſt a man ſhal remembre 
Hym of his ſynnes But fo Re that res 
memnbꝛaunce Be fo hym no defpte By 
no Wepe But ſßame and forowe for 
Bis gylte For Fob ſayth fynful mer 
don Week pe) worthy of confuſion. ⁊ 
therfor ſaith Zsechpel. Iwyl Remé 
bre me af he peres of my fpf in byt⸗ 
ternes of my herte. And god ſayth in 
the appocafipe. RememBre pow fro 
whens that pe befalle Fox Before the 

tyme that pe ſynned pe Were the chil 
dren Of God and lymmys of the reg⸗ 
ne of 40d. Bnt for pour ſynne pe Be 
wayen hrafand ful menBrucof the 
fende. Hate of aungels. (Afaundre 
of holy chirche. And fooe of the fats 
ferpent.perpetuefmatier of the fpre 
Of helle And that more foufe and ab⸗ 
hominable for pe trefpace as oft ty⸗ 
meas doth the Hound that tourned 
agayn fo efe his ower ſpuyng. 
And pet fonfer for pour long contps 
nuyng in ſynne and pour fpnful Bz 
ſage. For whiche pe Be roten in pour 
ſynnes as a beeſt in his dung. Du, 
che maner thoughtys maketh ama 
a {famed for Gis fprnes and no defp 
teas ſayth the prophete Ezechyel. pe 
ſhul remembre pou of pour weyes. 
and thep (hal dyſpleſe pow Sothely 
ſynnes ben the wayes that fede folk 
to helle. Zhe ſecond cauſe that ought 
to make a man haue deſdaygn of 
ſynne ts this ac fapth Deter. who fo 
doth ſynne ie thrafto ſynne And fire 
He puiieth aman in grete thrafdom 
And thefoz fayth the prophete eʒechy 
ef J wente forowful and had difde + 
pan of my ſelf Lertes wef ought a 
mary haue dyſdaygn of ſynne and 
wyth drawe hym fro that thraldom 
and vylonye. for fo what ſayth ſe⸗ 
neRe in thie mater he ſayth thus. 
Lhough J wyſt hat nepther god ne 
man ſhol neuer Rnowe it. yet wolde 
Fhauedefoapane forto doo ſpune: 
And the fame DeneKe ſayth Jam 
Gor fo gretter thpnacs than to Bre 
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thralle to my body. moꝛe thral may 
noman ne Woman make of his bo 
Op than yeue Gis Body fo ſynne and 
Were it the fo wleſt chorle 02 the fow⸗ 
leſt woman that ſyueth and feft off 
Halew. pet fe is charged and mooft 
foul c moft ip feruptude euer fro the 
Hpet degre thataman falleth. Zo 
moꝛe is he thral a more to god z to 
the world vile abhomynable. Do 
good god wel ought a man haue diſ 
deygne of ſynne ſyth that thourgh p 
there as he was fre now is he made 
bonde And therfore ſayth ſaynt Auſ 
tpn. pf thou haſt diſdaygne of thy fer 
uaunt. pf he agplte o2 fpnne haue 
(Jou thenneno difoapane that thou 
thy felf ſßoldeſt do fpnne. Take rez 
Warde of thpr owen Balewe p thou 
ne Be to fouf to thp ſelf ne to thyn. 
Alas we oughten thep that haue diſ⸗ 
dayn to Be feruaiites  thraf fofpnne 
Dore to Be affamed of him feff:that 
god of fie endles goodnes ath (ctte 
in hygh aftate or perce hym ſtrenthe 
of Bodp. Beaute. profperpte « bought 
Hym fro the deth wyth his herte blod 
that they fo BuRpndelp agaynſt hys 
gentylnes quyten them fo vyleyuſſy 
fo ſlaughter of fer owen fowlps O 
good god ye wymmen that Bern of 
Grete Beaute rememBre pow on the 
pꝛouerbe of Salamon He ſayth fe 
lykeneth a fair womã that ie a fool 
of fcr Bodp to a rynge of gofde that 
is Wor in the groyn of a fowe. For 
rißgt as a ſo we wꝛotych in euery ors 
dure. ſo wroteth fhe her beaute in ſtin 
layng oꝛdure of ſynne. The thirde 

cauſe that ought io meue aman to 
contricion is dred¢ Of tHe dap of do z 
me And the horryble pepnee of Felice 
Foꝛ ae farts fapnt Jerome. At cuerp 
tyme p Jremembꝛe of the day of do 
meF qui ke for wha Fete or opnke 
02 do Wut fo Fdo .cuer me femeth 
(he frompe ſowncth in mpi eres, 
Kyſeth Bp p Ber dede and come pe fo 
theFugement, D good goo moche 
oughta man to drede fuche a Fuge z 
ment there as we ſhal Be af. Ac faith 
ſaynt Poule. Before the ie Fu s 
gement of our Lord Ahefic Lrpfie . 
where as we ſhal make a general cõ 
gregaciõ wher ae no ma may Be ab 
fente. For certes there auayſeth none 
eſſoyne tte non excuſaciõ ⁊ not onfp 
thatour fautes ſhalbe Juged Sut 
eBe our werkes ſhal openty Ge Eno 
Wen. And p as fapth faint Bernard 
Zhere ne ſhal no pletpna auayle ne 
no ſleyght. we ſhal yeue releenynge 
of euery pdfeworde. Ther ſhal we 
haue a Juge that map not be decey⸗ 
uyd ne corꝛupt. and Why for certis af 
out thoughtes Be diſcouerd as fo 
hym.ne for prayer ne for mede. He 
Wf not Be corrupt Aud alſo Fe faith 
Lie wrath of god wyl not fparcrio 
wyght for praper ne for peft. And 
therfore atte day of dome there is no 
ne hope. wherfore as faith fapnt In 
cefine. Ful arete anguyſſhe (Fal the 
ſynful follee haue at that tyme whe 
re ſhal Be the fterne ⁊ wroth Juge fit 
tyng aboue Bruder hym the horry⸗ 
Bfe ppt of helle oper to diſtroye hym 
that wold rot behnowẽ fie ſynnes 
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whicheſynnes ſhullen openly Be (Fe 
wyd Before God ¢ eucrp creature. 
And on the lift ſyde mo deuyllis thã 
the herte may thyn Re for to farrpe ¢ 
drawe fhe ſynful ſo wles to the pptie 
of helle. And wythin the hertes of fol 
Re Gal Ge the betyng confctence’. ¢ 
wythout f o2th (haf fis wer his accu 
ſe hym Thenne (Hal the wretchypd fo 
Wie fie to hyde hym. Wut certes he 
map not hyde hym he muſt come 
forth g hero hym For certes as ſaith 
ſapnt iherome.the erthe (Raf caft him 
out of hym and the ſee alſo and the 
ayer alſo that ſhal be fufof thunder 
clappis ⁊ ſyghtnyng. Now fothlp 
who fo wyl remembꝛe hym of thyſe 
thynges J geſſe that hie ſynnes (hal 
not tourne hym to defpte But to gre⸗ 
‘tc ſorowe fro drede of the pepr Of Hel 
fc. And therfore [apth Job to god. 
Suffre ford p I map a while bewai 
fe a Bewepe 029 go retornyng fo the 
deed erthe ccoucrpd wyth der leenes 
the londe of myſerye and of derlee⸗ 
Hes Where as is fHadow of deth whe 
re de there ts none offer ordeynaun⸗ 
ce But gryſſy drede that ever (hal laſ 
‘te. Lo here may pe fee that Job praz 
ped refppte a whyle to bewepe and 
waple fis treſpaas. Fo2 ſothſy one 
dap fo reſpyte is Better than affe the 
treſour of thie wold. And foras 
moche as a may map acquyte hym 
felf Bp fore god Bp penytence in thys 
worꝛlde and not By treſour: Therfoꝛe 
(Golde he praye to god to pene hym 
refppte a whyle fo bewepyn and Be, 
Wappien hie treſpaas. For certes all 

the foro we hat aman myght mate 
fto the begynnyng of the world nys 
Birt a lytyl thynge at fhe regarde of 
of the forow of helle. The caufe why 
that Fob clepeth the fond of der knes 
vnderſtondyth that he clepyth it fon 
de or erth foritis ftable ¢ neuer (hal 
fapfe derkenes. Foz he that te in hel⸗ 
fe Hath defaute of fpaht naturel. 
For certes the derke lyght chat ſhalle 
come out of the fpre that euer (halle 
bꝛenne ſhal torne Gen afto pepnep 
Be in heile, For it ſheweth hym af the 
horryble deuylles that them tormen 
te couerd wyth the derRuce of deth p 
ben the ſynnes p (Ge wretchyd mar 
Hath doon. whyche that deftourber 
Hpi to fee the face of fod. Ryghtas 
a dere cfoude Betwene Be and the 
fortne. Donde of myſeſe by cauſe p. 
there Be thre defautes ayenſte thre 
thynges that fol ke ofthis world haz 
ue in Chis prefent fpf thatis to fape 
Honoris .defptes.¢ rpches. Apenfte 
honour hatte thep in Gell (Fame and 
confucion. Foꝛ Wer pe wote thep cle⸗ 
per honour the reuerence that mer. 

don fo men. But in Belle is tron Go z 
IOUT He reverence For certes no mo⸗ 
re reuerence ſhal Ge thereto a kynge 
(han a Rnaue. for whiche god faith 
By the prophete Iheremye. The folk 
that me difppfer (hal Bein defppte . 
Honour is exe clepyd a arete lord⸗ 
opp ther ſßal no wyght ſeruẽ offer 
But of harme ⁊ turmẽte. Honour is 
eRe clepyd grete dygnyte ¢ hyghnes. 
Gut in helle (Kal they alle Be fortrodẽ 
wyth deuyllys as god ſayth. The 
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horryble deuylles (Gulley go and co⸗ 
myn vpon the hedys of dampnyd 
folke And thie is for as moche that 
the Hyer that thep were in prefent fpf 
the more thep ſhul be abated ¢ defo 2 
wed in Kelfe.apenft the riches of thie 
world ſhalthey haue myfefeof poz 
Werte. And Chis pouerte ſhal Be in fo⸗ 
te thynges in defaute of treſour off 
Whiche Dauyd fapth. Lhe riche fol⸗ 
ReenBracen ¢ coucté in al Fer Gerte 
the tiches of this world (ful ffepe in 
the ſleppng of deth. as no thing ſhul 
they fynde in there hondes of al her 
treſour And more ouer the myſeſe of 
helle ſhal Bein defaute of mete and 
drynke For god fapth thus By moy⸗ 
fes. ſhal Be waſted wyth founder. 
And the byrdes of helle ſhal deuoure 
Hem wyth bytter deth. And the gaffe 
Of the dragon her moꝛcellps. And 
ferther ouer her mipfefe ſhal Be in de z 
faute of clothyng for thep ſhal be na 
Kyd in body as of clothyng. Saue 
the fyre in which they brenne ¢ other 
fylthes And naked ſhal thep Be in fo 
We of a maner vertues. whiche that 
is the clothyng of ſowle. where Ber 
thenne the gap robys ¢ the fofte fhe - 
tis and fpr ſhertis. Lo what faith 
god of them By the ꝓphete pfape. p 
‘Pnder them ſhal be ſtrawed mothes 

her coucttoute ſhal be of Wornes 
Of helle: And fortherouer her myſeſe 
{Gal Bein defaute of frendes for he is 
not poure (hat Hath qood frendye . 
but there is no frende. Fornepther 
Gd Ne good creature ſhal be frende 

to them. And euery of hem ſhal hate 
other wyth dedely hate. The fortes ¢ 
the doughters ſhal rebelle ayenſt the 
fader and moder. And kynrede 
ayenſt hynrede and chyden and deſ⸗ 
ppſen eche offer Both dap and nyght 
as god ſayth By the prophete myche⸗ 
as. And the ſouyng chyldren p ſom⸗ 
me tyme loueden fo fleſſhly eueryche 
Of them wold ete other pf he myght. 
For Ho ſhold they loue to grder ty 
the peynes of helle. whan they hated 
eche other in the pꝛoſperite of this fpf 
Foꝛ truſte wel Ger fleſſhly fouc is de 
dely Hate as ſayth he prophete Da⸗ 
uyd Who fo loityth wyclednes he fa 
teth his owen ſowle. And who fo 
hateth his owen ſowle. Certes he 
may loue none other wyght in noo 
manere And therfore in helle is noo 
frendſhyp But euer the more curſing 
the mone chydyng and the more dede 
fp hate is among them. Aud further 
otter they (Hal haue defautes of alle 
maner delytes. for why. Foꝛ delytes 
Ben appetytes of the wittes as ſyght 
Herpna. ſmelſyng. ſauouryng. ahd 
touchyng büut in helle Her fysite ſhal 
Be fil of derknes. of fmokeand ful 
of teris And Ger heeryng fulof wep 
mentyng and of gruntyng of feth 
as fapth Ihũ cryſte Her nofttpffes 

ſhal be ful offipnfpng. 
And as fayth yſaye the pphete. Her 
ſauouryng (halle Ge fulel of bytter 
gaffe. And as touchyng her Body fit 
foal Ge coueryd wyth fpre (hat neuer 
ſhal be quenchyd And wyth wounce 

G im 
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hat neuer ſhal seve. as god ſayth By 
the mort of pſaye. ¢ for as moche 
asthep ſßul not wene p hep morwe 
dpe for peyn by deth fic for peyn p 
may thep vnderſtonde in (he worde 
of Job that ſayth that there isp ſha⸗ 
do we Kath a fpRenes of the thing of 
which it is ſſado wed.right fo fareth 
He peyne of helle.it is lylee dethe for 
he anguyſſh horible.d why. For it 
peyneth them cece as though men 
ſhoſd dpe anon. But certes they ſhal 
not deye For ſaynt gregore fapth . 

co caytyfs ſhal Be detze wythout deth 
c ende wythout ende ⁊ defaute With 

out fayling For her deth ſhal alway 
Courc. And her ende ſhal euer more Se 
gpitite.¢ her defaute ſhal neuer fapfe 
And therfore fapts ſaynt Johan the 
Cuangeliſte. They hall folow deth 
arid they ſhal not fpnde hym and to 
deſyre to depe ⁊ deth ſhal fle fro them 
And cBe Job fapth that in helle te 
non ordre of revofe, And albeit fop 
god hath created al in right ore. « 
nothyng wythout ordre But af thin 
Ges Ge ordeyned aud nomgꝛed pet ne 
uertheles thep p Ge dampned Be noo 
tying in ordre ne holde non ordre 

Forthe etthe ſhal Bere them no 
fruyt. Foꝛr as the pꝛophete Dauyd 
ſayth. God ſhal deſtroye the fruyt of 
the erthe from them Ne water halle 
pele hem no moyſture ne the eyer no 
refreſſhyyng.ne the fore no lyght 
F072 as ſayth fapnt Baſyle. The 
brennyng of the fyre of thie worlde 
ſhal god yeue to hem (hat Ben damp 
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ned in helle ut he lyght a he clere 
nes ſhal Be yeuen in heuen to His chil 
dren Kyght as the good man yeueth 

brede to His chyldren aã bones to hys 
houndes And fo they (hal haue non 
Hope to efcape. And therfore ſpebeth 
Job. Atte laſt there fhalforow: aud 
griſſy drede dweller wythouten en⸗ 
de Horꝛour is alway drede of harme 
that is to come. And this drede ſhall 
euer dwelle in the hertes of them that 
Ber dampned And therfor haue thep 
foft af fer hope for vi. cauſes. firſt 
for dod pis Ger Juge ſhal be wyth⸗ 
outcry mercy fo them. He they map 
not pleſe hym ne non of his halowes 
ne may pepe no thyng for theyr ran⸗ 
ſon ne (hep haue no voys to ſpeke to 
hym.ne they snap not fic fro peptic. 
And thefore ſayth fafamon.the wyc 
Led many depeth. @ whã He is dede he 
{Gel haue none Rope to efeape from 
pepne. who fo wold wef vnderſton⸗ 
de thefe pepnes.and bethynlaꝛe hym 
We hat he Kath deſeruyd the peynes 
for Gis ſynnes Lertes he {hold haue 
more talent to ſyghe and wepe than 
forto ſynge and for to pleye. Foꝛ as 
ſayth Salamon who that hath ſcey⸗ 
ence for fo bnowe peynes that been 
eſtablyſßyd and ordeyued for ſynne 
he Wold foꝛſalꝛe ſynne. That ſcience 
ſayth ſaynt Auſtyn mak pth a man 
fo weymenten in his herte. The 
fourth poynt thataman ought to 
mae contricion fore.te the forow 
ful remembraunce of the good that 
He bath feft fo doo ere in erthe and 
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ſythe good werkps that he bath left 
ether (hep Be (he Good werkis that he 
Wrought cr Ke fyl in to dedcfy ſpnne 
oz ellys the good werkys phe wou 
GHE wßyle He Lape in dedely ſynne. 
Sothely he good that he dyd befor⸗ 
ne that he fyl in dedely ſynne ben all 

 morthefped aſtoncd ⁊ duffed bp the 
eft ſynnyng The other werkes that 
Be wrꝛought whylle he laye in ſynne 
Bien vtterly debe as to thelpf perdu⸗ 

rable in heuen. Bhan thylle good 
werkys that ben moztefpcd By eft 
ſynnyng whiche good werkkcs he did 
whyles fe was in charyte mo we ne⸗ 
uer quyclꝛen apes wythout Bercp re 
ſtreynt and wythdra wyng the ſiren⸗ 
ges of mannys corage and the me⸗ 
uynges in Hie herte in ſuche manere 
as they ne (Rpppeout Bp anger ne 
By pee, Aud therof ſayth aod bp the 
mouth of ezechyel. That pf the nase 
ful man retorne agapy from his rig 
htwyſnes and to wyrche wyckednes 
ſzal he lyuen nap. For al the good 
werkys that fic hath wrought ſhulle 
neuer Be in remembraunce. 
For he ſhal dcye in His ſynne. And v⸗ 
pon that chapitre ſayth ſaynt Gres 
gory thus that we ſhutl vnderſtonde 
pryncipalſy that whan we doo dede 
ly ſynne it is nought. Nether forto 
drawe in to memorye the good wer⸗ 
Kys that we haue wꝛought byforn 
Foꝛ certis in the werkpnea of dedely 
ſynne there is no truſte to good wer 
Ke that we Kane doon beforn. That 
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elie tcgdod that He hath fony. Sots 
a 

is to ſayc as to hate therBp the ſyff perdurable in Gein. Wut ſothely 
the go0d Werkys that men dor WHY 
les they Ber i dedely finne for ac mp 
Kyl as they were don in dedely fprane 
thye mayneuer qupchery* for certes 
thinges p neuer hade lyff may neuer 
gupcRen, And newertheles al be it ỹ 
they auayle not to haue thelpf per⸗ 
durable. yet auaylen they to a bryd⸗ 
Ge Of the peyn of helle Oꝛ ellys to ge 
te tesmporef riches. oꝛ effps that god 
wyl rather enlumyne and ſyghten 
the herte of the ſynfull man to haue 
repentauuce. And eRe they auapfe to 

a man to doo Good Werk pes that the 
fende haue the laſſe power of his ſo⸗ 
wle And thus the curteys lord Iheſu 
Cryſte wylthat no good werke Bee 
loſte. Foꝛ in ſomwhat it (hal auay 
fe. But foꝛ as moche that the good 
werkes-that men don whyles they 
Bet) in good fpf ben al mortefped Bp 
ſynne folowyng. And ebe ſythe 
althe good werkes (hat mre door 
whzyles they Be inn dedely ſynne Ber 
vtterly dede as for to haue the lyff 
pardurable. wel may that man (hag 
Ho Good werk doth ſyng that freſſh 
newe forge. Jap tout perdi 
mon temps cf mon faBour. 
For certes it Bererseth a a man good⸗ 
ites and nature and eRe he goodnes 
of grace.for foth the grace of the ho⸗ 
fp gooft fareth ag fpre that map not 
Be pole. For fpre fapleth anor) ac if 
fefeth fis worchyng. Zhan 
leſeth the ſynful man the goodnes of 
gloꝛye that only is behoten to goode 
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many that labouren ¢ werken . wel 
may he Be forp thenne (hat oweth af 
his lyf to god as fond as he fpucth . 
And eke ac longe ac he (hal lyue. p 
ho goodnes Kath to pape wyth his 
dette fo God to whom heoweth af fie 
fpf . Foꝛ truft wel be (Ral yeue acoũ⸗ 
tps.as ſayth fapnt Bernard. Df all 
the goodes that haue Be yeuen hym 
in thts preſent fpf. And how he Gath 
deſpended them not fo moche p there 
{Gal peryſſhe an hecr of his heed ne a 
moment of an houre that he ne (Gal 
peue therof a rekenyng Zhe fpfte 
thyng is that ought to meue a man 
to contricion is remembꝛaũce of (he 
paſſyon that our lord Ihũ cryſt ſuf⸗ 
fryd for our ſynnes. Foꝛ as ſayth 
ſaynt Bernard. whyles (hat Ilyue 
JIſhal haue remembrꝛaũce of the tra 
ucplps that our ford Ihũ cryſt ſuf⸗ 
fryd in prechyng. his werynes in tra 
uelyng Histamptacions whan Ge 
faftcd.Gisfons wakiiges whan Ge 
prayd. his teris whan he wepte for 
ppte of good peple. the woo and tie 
Same and the fplthe that mer fap - 
den fo hym of the foufe ſpyttynge p 
men ſpytten in his face.of the Buffet 
tps p men paf hym of the foule mou 
this and of the foule repreups p men 
to hym fapder . of the naples wyth 
the whiche he Was nayled to the cꝛoſ⸗ 
fe And of affe the remenaunt of fis 
paſſion that he fuffcpd for mannys 
ſynne and nothyng for bie apfte. 
And pe fialBnderftonde Kat cuerp 
maner ordre Of ordeynaũce ts torned 
Bp fo doun. For itis ſoth that god ¢ 

reſon and ſenſualyte and the body 
Of a man Ber fo ordeyned. that cues 
ryche of tipfe four thynges ſhuld ha 
ue lordſhip ouer p other ag thus goo 
ſhold Gare lordſhipouer reſõ. reſõ 
ouer ſenſualyte ouer the body of mã 
Bret ſothly in many ſemeth af this or⸗ 
der of ordenaunce is turned Bp ſoo 
dom). Aud therfore thenne for as mp 
layl as therefor of man wyl not Be 
ſubget ne obcpfauntto god thatis 
ford By ryght. Lherfore leſeth it the 
lordſhyp that tt ſholde haue in fenfuz 
alyte and eke ouer the body of man 
And why for ſenſualyte ꝛcbelleth thé 
ne ayenſt refon. And By that wep fez 
ſyth reſon hrs lordſhyp ouer fenjuas 
lyte and ouer the Boop, 

Foꝛ ryght as reſon is rebel to god 
Ryght ſo is ſenſualyte rebell to 

reſon and the body alſo. 
Aud rertes thys ordenaunce. And 

thys rebellxvon Oure Lorde Iheſu 
Cryſt aboughte Spon his Boop well 
deer. And herbeneth in whiche wyſe 

for as myhyl thenne as reſon is 
rebellto god therfore is man wor⸗ 
(hp fo haue ſorowe and to Be dede. 
This ſuffryd Dur L010 Iheſu 
for man after fe Was betrayed of 
Bye difeppfe and diftrened and boun 
de ſo that the bloode Braft out at eue 
tp nayle of hys hondes. As ſayth 
ſaynt Auguſtyn. ¢ fertherinore for 
as mylꝛyl ae refon of man wylnot 
daunte ſenſualyte whan it may. 
Therfore is man worthy to haue 

ſhame And this ſuffred oure Lorde 
Ihũ cryſt for man Whar they ſpyttẽ 
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in his Bpfage. And ferther ouct thẽ⸗ 
tte for as moche asthe captif body 
of man is rebel both to refory and to 
fefuatite therfor tt is worthy the deth 
And this ſuffryd our Lord Ihũ crift 
for mã Bpon the croffe. wher as ther 
Was no parte of his Body fre wyth⸗ 
out gretepepn ¢ Bytter paffion .And 
al this ſuffred Iheſu crift wat neuer 
forfeteth. Zomoche am J peyned 
fortho thynges that J neuer defer z 
upd and te mpRpfoefouted for frei 
{6 pp that mas is Worthy fo haue. 
And therfore map the ſynfull usar 
‘Welfape as faint Bernard fapth . 
A corfpd Be the bytternes. For certes 
after dyuerſe dyſcordauntes of oure 
wpckeones was the paffion of Ihũ 
Cryſt y ordepned ty dpuerfe thyn⸗ 
ges as thus Lertes fpnful mannys 
foufe betrayed the deupt Bp couetyſe 
“of temporel profperpte and ſcornes 
Bp difcept whan He chefith fleſſhly de 
fptes .¢ 16 toxmented Bp Impacience 
of aduerſyte ¢ Befpet Bp ſeruage in 
fuBbiection of ſynne. ⁊ atte faft he te 
ſlayn fynally for this difcordaun 
ce of ſynful man. was Iheſu Cryſt 
fitft betrayed. And after wae he 
Bound that cam forto vᷣnbynde Be 
of ſynne ¢ of the pepne. Thene wae 
Be beſcouꝛged p onfy ſhold Be honou 
ryd in afthpnaes ¢ of affe thynges. 
Thenne wae hie vyſage beſpytte p 
ought to Be defpred for to Be ſeyn of 
almankpnde. In whiche Bpfage 
aungels defpren to loke. and therin 
Was Bilenffy Befpette Thẽne was 

Be feomed p no thyng Gad gylt. Ans 
fynally thenne was he crufcefped 
and ſleyn. Thenne were compliſſhed 
the wordes of yſaye that ſapth. He 
Was Wounded for oure myſdedes t 
defouled forourBypfonyes. Now 
ſyth ÿỹ Ihũ LryfttoReon hym felf 
the peyne of af our wytKednes. my⸗ 
Rypfouaht ſynful man to wepe cto 
bewaylle that for his fprines goddis 
forte of heuen (Hold al this peyne en⸗ 
dure. The pi.thpng that ought 
to meue aman fo conttycion te the 
Bope of thre thinges that is to faye 
foryeuenes of ſynne and the pefte of 
Gtace wel for to 000. And the iope of 
Heuen wyth the whiche god (Raf qu + 
erdon man for his Good dedes. And 
for as moche as Iheſu Cryſt peucth 
Be the yeftis of his grace and of fis 
ſouerayn Bounte. Therfoꝛe is he cle⸗ 
ppd Iheſus nazarenus rep Judeoꝝ 
Iheſus is forto fap ſauyoꝛ or ſalua 
cion OF) WHOM men ſhul hope to ha⸗ 
tte foryeuenes of ſynnys. which that 
is ꝓperſy ſaluacion of fynnes, And 
therfoꝛre fard the aungel to Joſeph. 
Lhouffalt.Lepe hic name Iheſus pᷣ 
foal faue Gis pepfe of fer fpnnes. « 
Herof ſaith ſeynt Deter. Ther is none 
offer name vᷣnder feud pis peuer to 
ony man By whiche aman may Be 
ſauyd But onfp Iheſus. nazarenus 
is as mocheto ſaye as for floꝛiſſhing 
in Whiche aman ſhal hope that he p 
petteth hym remyſſpõ of ſynnys (hal 
affo peue hym grace wel for fo doo. 

Foꝛ in the flour is Hope of fruyt 
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ny kyme comyng. And uy forpeucnes 
of ſynne Gope of grace wel to doo. 
J tas atdore of thyn herte fard ihe 
fits ¢ cfeped for to entre. he that ope z 
neth tome (Hal haue forpcuenes of 
ſynnys J wyl entre in fo him by mp 
grace. and ſuppe wyth hym by the 
good werkes that he hal do whiche 
werltes Ben the fode of god. And he 
ſhal ſoupe wyth me By the arete rope 
that (fal Be yeuen tofpm. Thus 
ſhal man hope that for bie WerBys 
of penaunce god ſhal peue hym bps 
regne as he behoteth hym in the goſ⸗ 
pel. Now (Fal man vnderſtonde wy 
WHat maner Hal be his otriciõ F fay 
hit ſßal be vnyuerſal c total. ỹ is to 
ſaye a man ſhal be veray repentaũt 
for alle his ſynnes that he Kath don 
in delpte of his thought. Foꝛ defpte 
is perpfous. For cher Be two maneꝛs 
of confentpnges that one of thems 
cleped conſentyng of affrecion. Wha 
a man is meued to do ſynne ayenſte 
the lawe of god. Altßzough Gis reſon 
conſente not to do ſynne in dede. yet 
ſeyn ſom doctours and men that ſu⸗ 
che delyte that dwelyth longe re full 
etplous.afGe it neuer ſo lyte. And 

affo aman ſhold forow namefp for 
af p euer he Rath defpred apenft tie 
lawe of god wyth parfpth conſyn⸗ 
tyng to the dede wherfore F fap that 
many men repente hem neuer of fir, 
che thoughtes and delytes and neues 
ſßryue Kem oft but onfp of the dede 
of grete ſynnes outward. wherfor J 
ſaye that ſuche wyched delytes and 

wicked thoughtes Gen fubtpi legy⸗ 
fare of them that ſhalle be dan. ned 
More ouer man ought to. forow for 
Gis wycked wordee and for his wie⸗ 
laed dedes. Foꝛ certes repentuunce of 
a ſyngnler ſynne and not repentyng 
of alle fis other ſynnes. oꝛ ellys tr⸗ 
pentynge hym of alle his other ſyn⸗ 
nes cnot of a ſynguler ſynne map 
not anaylle. foꝛ certes god al⸗ 
myghty is al good. And therfore fe 
forycueth al or eſſys right nought. 
And therfore ſayth ſaynt Auſtyn. J 
wote certeynly that god is enemye 
to euery ſynnar. And how than he 
obſerueth onefpnne. Shal he haue 
foryeuenes of the remenaũt of his o 
ther fpnnes.nap.¢ fertherouct cõtri⸗ 
cion ſhold Be Wonder forowful and 
angupſſhous . therfore peueth him 
god pleynli his mercy. a therfor WHE. 
my ſowle was angupyſſßos wythin 
me J fad remẽbꝛaũce of Godpmy 
praper mpage come. to hym. Forther 
ouer contriciõ muft Be cõtynuel ¢ f 
men haue ftedfaft purpofe to ſyßryue 
Bem < for to amende hem of Fer lyff. 
Forfothlp whyle contrycion laſteth 
man map haue hope of foryeuenes 
And of this cometh hate of ſynne ỹ 
deſtroyet ſynne Both in hym felf ce 
Gem other follae at his power. Foꝛ 
Whiche Dauyd faith. ye that louen 
God. Hate wpcReducs. Foꝛ truſted 
welto loue god is forto fouc that he 
foucth and hate that heGateth. 

Ee laſt thyng hata man ſhal 
Bnvderftonde w contricion ts thys. 
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Wierof auayleth contricion. J ſaye 
ſonityme that contrycion delyueryth 

a man fro ſynne. Df whiche dauyd 
ſayth F fap quod dauyd. Jpurpoſe 
fermly to ſßryne me and thou lorde 
haſt relycid my ſynne. And ryght ſo 
as contricion auayleth not wythout 
ſayd purpoſe of ſhryfte and ſatiſfac 
cion· ryght foo confeſſyon ne ſatiſ⸗ 
faction auayle not wythout contry 
cion. For moche contrytion deftro . 
peth the pryſon of helle And ma Rith 
week and feble the ftrenth of the de⸗ 
uyl. And reſtoꝛeth che pefte of the 
Gof ghooſt and of affe vertues and 
Interclenſyth the ſoule of ſynne and 
delyuereth the ſoule fro peyne of hell 
amd fro the company of the deuyl. 
And fro feruage of ſynne. And reſto 
ryth to alle goodnes ſpirutual in to 
the companye and communyon of 

Holy chyrche. And ferther ouer fit 
malꝛyth Gym that wßylom fone of 
pre.to Bethe fone ofgrace. And affe 
thefe thynges he putteth fo holy wit 
And therfore he that wyl fette his en 

tlente to thpfe thinges fe were ful vor 
fe. For thenne Ge ſhold not in af his 
fpf haue corage to fpnne Hut thenne 
Gis Body and alle hys herte. he (hold 
confourme to the ferupfe of Ihũ caf 
fe. And therfore d0 hym homage for 
cerfes our ſwete Lord Iheſu Lrpfte 
Hath fparpd Be fo benyngly in oure 
fofpes that pf Ge ne Fad pite on man 
nys ſoule. A fory fonge myght we 

A 
Epplicit puma pare penitencie. 

Incipit ſecunda pare. 

He ſecond parte of penytẽ 
tc is confeſſyon and that 

is ſyngne of contricion. 
Now ſhal pe vnderſtonde what is 
confeſſpon. and whether it ought ne⸗ 
des fo Be or tone and whiche thyn⸗ 
aes Ber couenable to verry confeſſy 
on. Fyrſt (Halt thou vnderſtoude p 
confeſſpon is Berrp (Hewpnig of ſyn 
ne to the preeſt. this is fo faye Berp 
Foꝛr HE muft confelfe hym of affe the 
condicions that be longynge to hys 
ſynne as ferforth ac he can. al muſt 
Be ſayd and nothyng epcufed ne hid 
ne forwrappid and not auatite him 
Of Bps good werkys. And fertheros 
uer it is neceſſarye fo vnderſtonde 
yens that ſynnes ſpryngen 
And How they encrecen. and ther Ben, 
ſptyngyng of ſynnes ac fapth ſaint 
Poufe w this wyſe. Bhat right as 
Bp a mã ſynne entryd firft uy to this 
World. And thrugh that ſynne deyde 
Ryght fo deth entryd in to alle men 
that ſynneden. And this man was 
adam Bp whom p ſynne entrid in to 
thie world what he Grae the com⸗ 
maũdement of 40d. ¢ theꝛſor he that 
firſt was ſo myghty he ſſolde not 
deyed becam ſuche one that he muft 
nedes depe whether he Wold oꝛ noo t 
af fis ꝓgenye pic in this World that 
in pmaner ſynne depen.foRe pin the 
ftate of inocéce whã add ¢ ene Were 
naked w paradife cto (harm had of 
her nalrednes. ho p p ferpét was 
moft wyly of af other beſtys p god 
Had made faid to the womã gmãded 
God Co pore pe (hold not ete of euery 
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Rein paradpfe. The womay anfz 
Werd of the frupt fapd ſhe of the tre. 
#6 in patadyfe we fedrn Bs. Dut 
fothly of the frupt of the tre that is 
in the mpddef of patadpfe, ¶ God 
forbad Bs for fo eten ne to fouche it 
feft perauenture we ſhal dpe. The fer 
pent fapde to the woman: nay nay. 
pe ſhal not dpe of deth- For ſoth god 
wote hat what dap that pe ete ther z 
Of pourepen (Kalle open and pe ſhal 
Beas goddes kaowynge good and 
harm. The woman fare that the 
‘free Was good fo fedpna and fapre 
fo thc eye and delectable to the ſyght. 
She took of the fruyt of he tre ad 
ete of if .And paf of tf fo fer huſbon⸗ 
de. And Heeet. And anon the epern of 
them Both openyd. And whan thep 
Knewe that the were naketh. They 
fowyd of a fyg tree leeuys in maner 
Of Brechis fo hyden her membrys. 

Here may pe fee that dedefp fpr 
ne Hath firft ſubieſtyon of the fende 
As ſhewyth here By theadder. And 
afterward the delyte of the fleſſß as 
ſhewyttz hereby Lue. And after By 
conſentyng of refor as ſhewyth By 
Adam . For truft welthougß fo we⸗ 
re the fende one etemptyd that te fo 
faye the fleſſß And fruyt of ſatyſfa 
ctor) Had defpte in beaute of the fru 
ptoefendpd. pet certes tpf that re 
fort thatis to faye. Adan concentyd 
to the etyng of the fruyt. He ftode 
Hygh in the fiate of Innoceuce, Df 
that Adam to he we that ſynne orp z 
Bynal For of hym fleſſhly defcended 
Bey We al and engendꝛyd of Sifeg 

ght concupiſcencie. 

corupt mater.and whan the ſoule is 
‘putin out Body right anon is con⸗ 
tract orygynal ſynne. ¢ p was only 
peyne of concupyſcence. whiche is af 
terward Both pepne and ſynne. And 
therfore Be we af Bom ſones of wra 
the and of damynatyon perdurable 
pf ne Were Baptefine that we recpue 
Whiche benymeth Be the cufpe. Hue 
forſoth the peynes dwelle wyth Be 
as the temptacion. whiche peyn hy⸗ 

And this con⸗ 
piſcencie whan it is wrongfully dif; 
poſed oꝛ ordeyned man’ Hitmaz 
Keth hym coueyte couetyſe of fleſſhe 
and fleſſhly ſynne By ſyght of Bis e⸗ 
yen as to the erthely thynges. 
And eRe couetyſe of hyghnes By pry⸗ 
de of herte. Now as for to fpeke of 
the firft couctpfe that is concupyſſen 
ce after the lawe of our memBips p 
were faufullp madeand by rygh⸗ 
ful Fugement of god. faye fo. ae 
moche as a man is NOE obeyſſaunt 
to god that is his loꝛd. Therfoꝛe is 
His herte to hym dpfoBepfaunt. thzru⸗ 
GG concupifcencte. Git t¢ Impoſſp⸗ 
Ble But Ge Be tempted form tpme and 
hoped in His fleffhto fpnuc, And 
this thyng may not fapte as longe 
ashelpueth Hit map wel weve fer 
Ble and fayle Bp Bertu of Baptifine, 

And By the grace of god thrugh 
penptence Butt fully ſhakit 
neuer quenche. Thhat he 
ne (hal ſomtyme Be meuyd ty hym 
ſelf But pf He were all refteyned By 
ſylenes 02 Bp malyce of forferye 
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orcofdedipnfes. . For hat fapth 
ſavnt Paule. The fleſſh coucteth az 
penft the fpirite. ¢ the ſpirite ayenſt 
the fleſſh they Ger fotontrarpe. And 
fo ſtryuen that mar map not doo af 
leway as fe wolde. Zhe fame ſaynt 
Poufe after Kis grete penaunce in 
Water and in fonde Bp nyght and Bp 
day Bp grete parpfand wy grete pain 
in londe in grete famyn and thrift my 
colde and ones ftoned almoſt to deth 

pet fapd he alas F catpf man. 
Wo ſhal delyuer me fro the prpfon 
of mp catyf body. And fapnt Ihe⸗ 
rome fapd. whan He ſong tyme hade 
dwellyd in defert wher as Ge Had no 
cõpani Gut Beftes wher as fe hadno 
mete But herbis ¢ water to ie dunk 
ne no Bed But thenakcd erthe. For 
Whiche his fleſſſe was Black as an 
ethyope for fete ¢ deftroped for cofde 
pet fapo Ge the brennyng of fecherpe 
boylled uy affe fie Body. wherfor J 
wote wef fpRerlp that thep Be decey⸗ 
ued (hat fape that thep Be not temp z 
fed in her fede fprpnapng. As welf 
maya chorlbe fauyd as the ford the 
fame dethe pthe chorle taleyth the 
forde takyth. wherfore F re 
de d00 ryght fo By thy choꝛle. 
As thou Woldeft thep ford dyd wyth 
the pf thou were in ie plyght. 
Euery ſynful man is chorfe to fpr z 
neF rede (He certes thou ford p thou 
re wle the in fuche wyſe that the chor 
les rather fouc the thenne hate the. 
J wote wel there is degre aboue de⸗ 
are as reſon is and ſleylle is mer 
doo Her deuoyer there as it ue’ ut 

certes eytorcions ⁊ deſpyte of poure 
vnderlynges is dampnable. And 
furthermor vnderſtonde well hat 
cõquerours oꝛ tirantis maRen wef 
ofte thrallys of hem Chat Boy borne 
of as ryall Blood ae thep (hat them 
conqueryn. This name of 
thraldom was neuer knowen eerſt 
tyl that Noe fapd. Hie fone canaan 
ſhold Be thrafto fie bꝛethern for hie 
ſynne. what faye we thenne of them 
that pylle and do extorcions to holy 
chirche.  Lertes the ſwerde chat 
men pen firſt to a Rnpaht wha» 
he is newe dubbyd ſignefyeth (hat he 
ſhold defende holy chyrche and not 
robbethem. And who 
ſoo doth is a traytour to Cryſie as 
ſayth Saynt Auſtyy. Tho ben 
the deuellys wolirys that firangefpn 
the ſheep of Iheſu Eryſte and doon 
Worfe thar woluye: 
For ſoth whan the woff hath ful fic 
wWombe he fienteth to ſtrangle ſheep. 
nt ſothly the pyllours and diſ⸗ 

troyers of goodes of hooly chyrche 
do not ſo. Foꝛ thye ſtynte neuer 
to pylle. Now haue J ſaid ſyn 
foo is that fynne was fyrſt cauſe of 
thraldom aud ſubiection. 

But certes ſyth the tyme of grace 
cam. God ordepnco that fom folke 
ſhold be made moze in hygh deare . 
t ſom fale more lowe eftate and hy 
aher. And that eucriche ſhold be 
ſeruyd in hyseſtate and hie degree. 
Aud therfor in fom contres there as 
thep Ber thraffps . when thep haue 
torned hem Co the feith thep malꝛe her 
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thrallys fre out of thraldo m. And 
therfor certes theford owyth fo hys 
man . . Chat the man oweth to the lord 
The pope clep yth hym ſelf ſeruaunt 
of ſeruauntes ofgod Dut foꝛ as 
moche as the ſtate of holy chyrche 
myght not Be Rept in reſte ne in pees 
in erthe. ut yf god had ordeyned ỹ 
for men haue hyer degr⸗ ¶ And 
ſom men fower. Therfore was ſoue 
raynte ordeyned to kepe and mayn⸗ 
tene and defende Ger vnderlynges or 
her ſubiectes in reſon as fer ſorth as 
it lyeth in her power. And not to deſ 
troye hem tte confounde. wherfor J 
faye thylle lordes ben woluys that 

deuouren the poſſeſſyons or the catel 
of offer folle wꝛongfully wythout 
mercy or mefure, They ſhulbe rele⸗ 
upd Bp the fame meſure that hep ha 
ue meſured fo poure folR for themer 
cp of Iheſu Cryſte But they it amen 
de. Now ſhul pe Bnderftonde in 
what mance ſynne Wepeth anden z 
creſyth in man. The firft thyng is p 

noryſſhing of ſyn of which Ffpak 
byfore that is concuppceence.. And 
after that cometh fubieftpon of the 
deuyl Hat is fo fape the deuyllys Be- 
lowe. wytß Which he Bloweth in ma 
the fyre of concupprence. And 
after that man Be thyn eth hym 
whether Ke wold doo or no that chur 
Ge to whiche he is tempted And thar 
pf hat aman wythſtonde and wep, 
ue the firſt tyſyng of fis fleſſhe and 
Of the fende. than itis no ſypnne. And 
Pf fo BeBe do not than feleth Ke anon 

aflame of defpte. And tha itis 
good to Bewaar « to Repe hym well 
02 elſys heſwyl faffe anon in fo con⸗ 
fentpnaoffpnne. And than wyl 
he do it pf he may haue tyme fpaz 
ce: Aud of thie mater fapth Moyſes 
By the deuplin this mane. Lhe fer z 
de fapth J wyl chache and purfiewe 
the ma By wyclyd ſubgeſtyon. and 
J wyl honte hym By meuyng o2 ftez 
ꝛyng of ſynne. And J wploeparte 
my pꝛryſe or my pꝛay Bp defpBeracid 
And mylyſt (hal be accomplyſſhed 
in delyte. Iwyl drawe my ſwerde in 
conſentyng. foꝛ certes right as a 
ſwerde departeth one ty two pecys. 
Kight ſo conſentyng departeth god 
from man. And thenne wylJ 
ſlee hym wyth my honde ty deth off 
ſynne. Thus ſayth the fende. For cer 
tes thenne is a man al dede in ſoule. 
And thus is ſynne complyſſhed By 
temptacion. by delyte and Bp conſen 
tyng. And thenne ſynne is cleped 
a meruaylle. Foꝛ ſoth ſynne is in 
two maners.cither it is Benpafor de 
defp ſynne. Sothly whan aman foz 
neth onp creature more than Iheſu 
Cryſte our creatour thenne it is dede 
fpfpnne, And venyal ſynne pf a 
man loue Iheſu cryſt leſſe than hym 
ought. Forſothe the dede of thie Bent 
al ſynne is ful perpfous for tt ame + 
nuſith the fouc that men ſhold haue 
fo good moze. And therfor pf aman 
charge more hym feff pth many fir 
che Senpaffpnnes. certic But if fo Be 
that Be diſcharge of them Bp ſhrift. 
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hep map welt fpabifp amenufe. ty 
bpm al the Lome that Ge hath to: Iheſu 

cryſte. And in thre wpfefEpppeth 
venyal ſynne in to the dedely jynne 

Foꝛ certes the moꝛe that a man char 
geth Gis ſowle wyth venyal ſynnes 
the moze is he inclyned to dedely ſyn 
ne. « therfoꝛe fect Be not Be necligent 
in diſchargyng Be of venyal ſynne. 
Foꝛ the pꝛouerbe ſayth many ſmale 
maleeth a grete. And herkene this 

enſample A grete wawe of (Ge fre co 
meth fomtpme wyth a grete a Vyo⸗ 
lence that it dꝛenchyth the ſhyp. 
And the ſame harme doo ſomtyme 
the ſmale dꝛopes of Water: That en⸗ 
tre thurgh a lytyl creuys in the thur⸗ 
rok and in the botom of the ſhyp pf 
mẽ Be fo neglygent p they dyſcharge 
hem not Bptpme, And therfore al 
(hough there Ge difference betwene 
tßyſe two cauſes of dꝛenchyng pet af 
gates the ſhyp is dreynt. ryght fo far 
rithe it fomtpme of dedely ſynne a of 
anoyous venyal ſynnes wha thep 
multeplye in man fo gretely that (he 
worldly thpnaes p Ge foucth thrugh 
whiche He ſynneth venyaly ts as gre 
fe in his herte as the loue of god oz 
more. And therfore the fouc of cuery 
thyng thats not Befet ne don prynci 
pally for goddes fare. Although a 
man loueth faffe than God . yet is it 
Beapalfynne. And dedely ſyune 
is Whã the fone of ony thyng weyeth 
in the herte of man ae moche ac the 
foucofgodormoze. Dedely ſynne 
as ſayth ſaynt Auguſtyn is whan a 

man torneth his herte from God WHE 
che that is Berep ſouerayn Bounte p 
may not Be hannged. And peucth 
Gis herte to a thyng thatmap chaun 
ge and flytte. And certes that is eue⸗ 
tp thyng ſaue god of heuen. Forforh 
pf that a man yeue his ſoue whiche 
He oweth to god wyth alhis herte Bit 
to a creature certes ſo moche of loue 
as he yeueth to ſuche a creature. ſoo 
moche bereueth he fio god. And 
therfore doth he ſynne. for Fe that is 
dettour to god ne yeldeth not alle his 
dette fo god that is to ſaye alle the fo 
uc of his herte. Now fpth aman Bie 
derſtondeth generally whicheis Ges 
nyall ſynne Than is it couenabſe to 
tellefpecyally of ſynnes whiche that 
many a man perauenture demeth 
Hein not ſynnys and ſhryueth them 
notofthefamefpnnes. And yet 
neuertheles they be ſynnes. And ſoth. 
fy ae cler kes wrpten this isto ſay p 
euery tpme that a man etcth dreyn⸗ 
Reth more thar fuffpfeth to fufies 
naunce of his Bodp certeyn Ge dot h 
ſynne. 2 Be whan Ge harkeneth not 
the compleynt of the poure mer. 
E Ke whan he fpeReth more than i€ 
nedeth it is ſynne Elꝛe whan he is in 
helthe of Body @ wyl not faſte whan 
other men faſte wythout cauſe reſo⸗ 
nable. Le whan Ge ſlepeth more 
than nedeth.o2 whan Fe cometh Bp p 
enchoſen to fateto chitcheorto other 
werkes of charyte £Re whan fe v⸗ 
ſith his wyf wythouten deſyre ſoue⸗ 
rayn of engendrute to (honour off 

ht 



Whe Perfous Wate 

god 02 forthentẽt to yelde hic wyf the 
dette of his body. Eke whan fe wyl 
not Bpfite the ſylee oꝛ the prpfoners 
whan Be map.£ Ke pf he foue wy ff 
or childe 02 ony offer worldly thyng 
more thas reſon requircth. 2 Re pf Be 
flatere or Blaundpfe morethan hym 
ought for ony neceſſyte. Z Re pf Kea 
menuſe o2 Wpthorawe the almes of 
He poure . Eke pf he aparapfe hys 
mete more delyciouſſy than nede is 
oretettto haſtely by ſychorouſnes 
Ehe pf he talke vanytees ay ehe chie 
che or at goddes ſernyſe or that He Ge 
a tafGer of pofe woꝛdes of foly or 
of Sploupe. Foꝛ Ge ſhal peuc acoun⸗ 
tes of it at the day of dome. Elbie 
Whar He behoteth or aſſureth to doo 
thynges that he may not performe 
Ske whan Be ſyghtnes of folyt miſ 
ſeyeth 02 ſcornyth hie neyghhour. 
£ Re whan he Gath ony wycked fuf 
pecion of thynh there Be woot of fit 
no fothfaftnes. Theſe thynges and 
moo wythouten nombꝛe be ſynnes 
as ſayth ſaynt Auſtyn. Now ſhal 
pe vndeſtonde that al be it ſoo that 
none erthly man may eſchewe al ve 
nyal ſynnes. pet may Ge refrene hym 
By the brennyng loue that he Kath to 
our lord Fhefucepfte. And By praz 
pers and confeffrory and offer Goode 
werkies fo that it (hal But fptpf are, 
uc. Foꝛ as fapth fapnt Auguſtyn 
pf a man foue god m fuche maneꝛ ᷣ 
af that-cuct he doth is in the loue off 
god 02 forthe fone of god. foRefow 
inp hp hat a drope of water that 

fallyth in a furneys fulof fyre att 
noyethz ot greueth fo mybyl anoy⸗ 
eth a venyal ſynne vnto a man that 
is perfyght in the loue of Ihũ criſt 
Wen map alſo refreyne Benpatte 

ſynne Bp the receyuyng of the prec 
ous Body of Iheſu Lryfte. By recep. 
uyng eke of holy water. by almes 
dede. by general confeſſpon of confy 
¢cor at maſſe and at prpme and com 
plyne. And by blyſſynge of byſſhop⸗ 
pys and of preeſtes. And by other 
good werkys. 

De ſeptem peccatis mortalibus 
Incipit de ſuperbia. 

Dw it is behoucly thynge 
u to tellyn whiche Ben dedelp 

ſpnnes .that is to ſaye cay⸗ 
tif of ſynnes. Alle they renne in to co 
fie but in dyuerce maner. Now be 
the cleped caytifs for ag. moche ac 
they Be chpef and ſpryngyng of alle 
other ſynnes Df the rote of thyſe Bit 
ſynnys te pryde the general rote of 
af harmps for of this rote ſpryngen 
cettepsy braunchis. as Fre. enupe.acz 
ridpe.o2ffouth. auarice. oꝛ couctpfe 
to comipn vnderſtondyng. glotonye 
and lecherye. And cuctiche of thyſe 
ſynnes Fath his Braunches and hys 
twygges as ſhalle be declared in het 
chapytres fofowptig.and though fo 
Bethat man Enowpth not Sttertp 
(ho nombre of the twygges and off 
the harmys that comen of pryde. pet. 
wl F (Fc we a partye of them as pe 



f 

The Perfone tate 

(hal vᷣnderſtonde ther is inoBedience 
auauntyng. ypocryſye defppre. arro 
gancye. Imprudence: ſmellyng of 
herte Inſolence. Elacyon. pertyna⸗ 
cye. veyn glorye. And other twyggis 
thatF cannot declare. Inobedy 
ent is he that dyſobeyeth for deſpyte 
fo the commaundement of god and 
fo fis foucrapne to his goſtly faz 
der. Auaũtour ia he that auaunteth 
Gym of tie harme oz of the Bountep 
he hath don. Ipocryſye is Fe that hy⸗ 
deth Co ſhewe hym fucheas eis. 
And ſhewed hym to thepepfeto feme 
fuche as he is not. Dyſpytous te Fe 
that hath diſdaign of his neyghbout 
that is to faye of his euen crypften¢ 
Hath dyſpyte to doo that hym ought 
todo. Arrogaunt is he that thinketh 
that he Kath that Bounte in hym that 
He hath not. or weneth that Ge ſholde 
haue it By hie deſerte. or ellys that Ge 
demeth that he Be that he is not. Im 
prudent is he that for his prpde Hath 
no ſhame for hiefprne, Swellyn⸗ 
Ge of herte is whan a man reiopſeth 
hym of harm that he Gath don. Inſo 

lent is he that diſpyſeth wy Gis Juge⸗ 
ment alle other folke as to the regat 
Of fie walewe and of fie conpnaec 
of bis ſpeleyng and of fie Berpnae. 
Elate is he whan he map nether fuf 
fte to haue mapfter ne fofowe . Im⸗ 
pactent is Ke that wyl not Be taught 
ne vndernome of fie Byres and By 
ffirpft warrpth ayenſt tcouth wetpn 
gly and defendeth his foly. Contu⸗ 
Map is he ỹ Hurah fie Indignaciõ 
is apenft euery auctoryte or power 

Of them hat Ben His ſouerapns Prez 
fumpfion 16 Whan a man taKeth 
an emprpfethat hym ought not fo 
d00.02 effpe Fe may it not doo. And 
that is caffpd ſurquydry. Itreueren 
(€ 16 whan a man doth not Honoute 
thcre ae hym ought to doo and wap 
(eth fo Be zeuerenced. Pertpnacy io 
Whan a man defendcth Hrs fofp and 
truſteth to myp& pl to Gre ower Witte 
Veyn Gforpe is for to Hate pompe 

and delyte in temporef hygnes and 
gloryfye hym in Worldpefiates, Fan 
gelyng is whan a may ſpeleyth to 
mylaylto fom folke ¢cdapppth ae 
amplfeand taketh no Kepe what 
Ge fapth. And therete peta preuy ſpy 
ce of ptpde that wapteth firft fo Be 
ſalewed or Ge fafcwe. aff Be he leſſe 
Worthy than that offer it perauctuc 
and ee he wapteth to ſytte or to go 
aboue hym in the wepe or keyſſe pay 
02 Be ſenſpd 02 Goo to offryng Before 
His neyghbour ¢ fuche a prisde deſp⸗ 
re to be magnefped ¢ Honoured Ber 
fom the peple. Now Bey ther two 
maners of prpde that one of (hem is 
wythin Che herte of a man: And that 
offer is Without. Df whiche forſaid 
thinges and moo than J haue fapde 
appertepnen fo the ptpdep 16 wythin 
the herte of man. And there Be alſo 
offer fppres of prpde p Be withouten 
Dut nevertheles one of thyſe ſpyces 
Of pupde is [pane Of that offer Kight 
as the gay leffel of tauernes is ſigne 
Of the wyn that is in the ſeler. And 
this is in many thynges as in ſpeche 
in contenaunce in outragcoufics . 
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ef aray of clothing Cryſt wolde not 
ſo ſone haue noted a fpoken of the 
clotyng of that riche man in the goſ 
pel but pf it had Befpune. Foꝛ as 
ſayth ſaynt Gregore. Pꝛecyous clo⸗ 
thyng is culpable for the derthe of it 
and for his ſtrangenes. for his dyſ⸗ 
guyſynges and for the ſuperfluyteor 
for the Inordynate ſcantnes. And to 
Ke fyrſt ſynne hat ts in ſuperfluyte 
Of clothyng. whiche that maketh it 
fo dere to harm of the peple tat on⸗ 
fy the coſte of the enbꝛo woyng. Zhe 
dyſgyſyng endentyng. or barryng. 
oundyng palpiig and ſemblable wi 
fc of clothyng in Banpte. There is af 
fo cofifer furryng in gownes And 
affo mpSpl pounſyng of chefel to 

- mae hoolys fo mpBpl dagapng 
-Of ſheris wyth the fuperflupte in fen 
Gthe of the forſaid gownys trapling 
an He dung and in (He mpre on Fors 
andcKe on foot as wel of mai as 
Of Woman Chat af that treylyngis 
veryly ac in effect wafted conſumed 
tredbare and roten wyth dung raz 
ther than it te yeuen to the poure. to 
grete domage ofthe forſayd poure 
follꝛe and that in ſondry wpfe. thys 
is to ſayn the more that cloth is waſ 
teo the more muſt it cofte for the ſcar 
fence, And furtheroucr pf thep wol⸗ 
de peucfuche pounſyd and dagapd 
clothis to the poure folRe . It isnot 
-consrettpent fo Were for Ber eftate ne 
ſuffycient to Ker neceſſyte. Dy Hat o⸗ 
Afer ſyde for to fpeKe of the diſhordy 
sat fcantues of clotyng ae Bry thyſe 
cutted ſloppis oꝛ Rafelines p thrugh 

her ſhortnes couer not the ſamefull 
membres of amar to wyckedenten 
te. Alas ſomme of them ſhewe in the 
Gap and the boos of the honyble 
ſwollen membꝛys that femen like to 
the mafadpeof hyrma uy the wraps 
pyng of her hoſyn and eRe the Sut z 
foB Gps of hem betzynd chat farery 
as is Were the hynderparte as a ſhe 
ape in the fulofthemone, And 
more ouer the wretchyd ſwellyng 
membꝛys that hep ſhewe in dyſgy⸗ 
ſyng ny depart ptig of Ger hoſyn whit 
and rede ſemeth that half the prety 
memBrps weren flepn. And fo by pᷣ 
thep departe their hoſen in other co 4 
fours ag is whyte and bla o2 whyt 
Adn Blewe 02 blacke and reed 
and fo forth. Zhan femeth itas By 
Sarpaunce of cafour that half the 
parte of his preup memBrps Ben coz 
2upt Bp the ſyre of fapnt Antonpe. 
02 By LanGer.o2 By other fuche miſ 
cHhauntes.pet of the hynderparte off 
Ger butto ks it is wel horꝛyble for to 
fee Forcertesin that partpe of her 
Body here as thep purgen her ſtyn⸗ 
Kyng ordure. chat full party ſhewe 
thep proudly to the people in deſpy⸗ 
fe of Gonefte, whiche honefte that 
Iheſu Lrift and hie frendes obfers 
ued Co ſhewe w Gis fpf. Now acto 
outerageous arap of Woman . god 
woote though the Bpfage of hem fez 
me ful chaſt ¢ debonayr. pet notofpz 
en hep in theyr arapeof a tyre . ſy⸗ 
choꝛouſnes and pryde. J ſaye potp 
honeſte in clotyng of man and wo⸗ 
man is Bucoucnable 
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Vut certes he ſuperfluyte or dyſoꝛdi 
nat fizarcete of cLotitig is reprouable 
Aiſo the fpnne of ornement 02 in aps 
pareyl as in thynges that appertey + 
Neto rydyng. ae in many delycat 
horſes that Be folder for defpte Bp 
cauſe thep Be fo fapr fat and coffe z 
we. and alſo manp vicious Enaue 
mapntencd by cauſe of them. And in 
curyous harneys asin ſadles. cꝛo⸗ 
pers.peytreſſys. and brydles coue⸗ 
xyd Wypth precious clouth and riche 
barres and plates of golde and (pts 
uer. For whiche god fayth Bp zaka⸗ 
tye the prophete. Jwyl confoũde the 
ryders on ſuche horſis Theſe foike 
taken lityl regarde of ridyng of god 
des ſone and hie tzarneys Whar Ge 
£000 Hpor an affe and Had none o⸗ 
ther harneys but the clothis of pote 
diſciples. Me We rede not that he rode 
euer on ony ather beſte. J fpek thus 
that of ſuperfluyte not for the honeſ 
fe whan reſon it requyreth. And fer - 
ther ouer certes pryde is gretely notp 
fyed in holdyng of grete meyne whã 
they Be of fptpfprouffyt.And name 
fp whan the mepne ie felonous and 
domageous to the peple Bp hardy⸗ 
nes of fet lordſhip 02 Bp wepcof ofs 
fpce For certes fuche lordys feller fer 
lorſhippes to the deuylof Helle. wht 
thep fuftepne he wyckednes of fer 
meyne oꝛ ellys whan thefe folk. ¢ off 
fowe deare as thep that holdẽ hoſtel⸗ 
tyes fuftepy theft Bp their hoſtelers < 
that is many maners of difceptes 
fuche maner of fole Ben the flyes p 

fofowen the hony. Or elſye the Fotis 
des that folower the careyn whiche 
forſayd follee ſtranglen ſpyrituelly 
Her lordſhip. For whiche dauyd (auth 
WpckKeones moot come on the lord⸗ 
ſhippis. And god gue that they mo⸗ 
We defcende doun wy Co helle. F02 ip 
fer houſes is inyquyte and ſhrew oz 
nes and not god of heuen. And cer⸗ 
tes yf thou doo no mendemẽt right 
as god yaf his blyſſyng to laban by 
cauſe of Jacob and fo Pharao for 
the ferupce Of Joſeph. Right fo wyll 
Goo pruc Fie matifor fo ſuche lordes 
that fuftepne the wyckednes of her 
ſeruauntes. But thecompn prpoe of 
the table apperpth eke fui ofte. Foz 

. certes riche men Be cfpydto feſtys ¢ 
poute folk Be put avwcp and rebu⸗ 
Ked. And there 16 exceſſe of dyuerſe 
metes and drynkes and namely off 
curpous mane: of baltemetis and 
of ſemblable waft fo that it is abu⸗ 
ſion foꝛ to thynke: And cRe in grete 
pꝛeciouſnes of veſſel and curioſite of 
mynyſtralcye by the whiche a man 
is ſtyred moꝛe to the delytes of luxu⸗ 
rye. yf fo Bc that Ke fette his hette the 
leſſe Bpon our ford Iheſu Cryſt cers 
teyn it is a ſynne. And certes the defp 
cate metps ¢ the defpte myght Be foo 
Grete in the caas p men myght the 
ſyghtlyer falle on hem in to dedely 
fprine. Zhe ſpyces p ſourden of pry⸗ 
de Sothly is whan hep ſourden off 
mafpre pmagpned and aupfed and 
forn caft 02 ellys of Sfaae. Ben cede s 
fy ſynnes it is no douBte.¢ wha they 

G itt 
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fourden By freelte Brraupfed fodepn 
fp. cfodepnfp wpthorawe agapn. af 
Be thep greuous ſynnes. J aef| ¢ fup 
pofethep Ge not dedefp. Now myght 
mien ape wherof that prpde fourdeth 
cfprpngets. And J ſay p fomtpme 
it ſpryngeth of goodes of nature, ¢ 
fomtpme of the goodes of fortune ¢ 
ſotyme of the goodes of grace, certes 
the goodes of nature ftdden in the go 
des of Body or of foule. certes the go 
des of the Bodp. Be hele of body ſtrẽth 
defpucrnes.Beaute .gentrye.¢ fraun 
chyſe. Zhe goodes of natuꝛe of the 
ſoule Ber good witte fKarpe Snider « 
ſtondyng ſubtil engenye. virtu naz 
turel good memorye. Goodes of for 
tune Ben ryches. hygh degres of ford 
ſhippis ⁊ prepfpriges of the people. 

oodnes of grace Beer fepettce.po 
Wer fo ſuffre ſpirituel trauayle. be⸗ 
dygnytecs. vertuous contemplacion 
wythſtondyng of temptacion g fem 
blable thynges. Df whiche foꝛſayde 
goodes certes it is a arete folye ama 
to pryden hym in ony of ther alle: 
Now as forto fpeke of goodes off 
nature God wote that fom tyme we 
Gate hem w nature ac moche fo ouꝛ 
domade ac fo out prouffpt. Ac for 
to ſpelꝛe of Bele of Body certes it paf 
{pth ful lyghtly. And eRe it is ful of⸗ 
‘te thenchoſon of the ſekenes of the 
ſoule For god Woot the fleſſh is a ful 
grete enemye to the foufe, And ther 
for the more that a Bodp is Hoof, the 
moze Be Wein parpfto fafle. Eke 
Ge pipde hym uy Bie ſtrengthe off 
Oop itis a grete folpe. For certes 

the fleſſß conepteth apenft the fpprite 
Ano euer the more ftrdger the fleſſhe 
is .the ſoryer may the foufe Be. And 
ouer al this ſtrength of the Bodp « 
worldly hardynes caufeth ful ofte 
many men to perylle and mynchaũ 
ce, Ehe for to pryde hym of his gen⸗ 
trye. it is ful grete folpe. For ofte tp + 
me the gentrye of the body begyn⸗ 
neth of the gentrye of the ſoule. And 
elze we Be affe of one faderand of 
one moder. And al we ben of one na 
ture r otyn and corrupt Both riche « 
poure. for foth a maner gentrye is 
foro pzpfep appareplicth mannes 
corage wyttz vertues oz mozalptecs. 
and mak pth hym a cryſten chylde. 
For trufteth welthat what ma that 
ſynne ouer mayſtryde is very choꝛll 
fo ſynne. Now Ben there thre gene⸗ 
taf thynges of gentylnes as eſche⸗ 
wyng of vyces or rybauldrye. And. 
ſeruage of ſynne in worde Werke 
in confenatice a Bipng vertu ag cur. 
teſye clenneſſe ¢ to Be lyberalle that 
is to ſaye large by meſure. Forthat 
(Hat paſſyth meſure is folye and fpr 
ne Another is hat he remembꝛe hym 
of the bounte that he of other folke. 
Hath recepupd. Another is to bening 
ne ouer fis fubgette. wherfoꝛe as 
fapth Seneke. There is nothyng 
moꝛe couenable to man of hygh eſ⸗ 
tate than debonaryte. a theſe fleſſh p 
men clepen Bees whan hep mae 
fer Lpna.thep cheſen one that hath 
non prycke wherwyth fe may fipns 
ge. Another isa man to haue a no⸗ 
Bfe herte and a dylygent tatteyn fo 
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hye vertuous thynges. Certes alſo 
Who that prydeth in he goodes off 
fortune he is ful fpRe a greet fofe. 
Forfomtpme aman ica full grete 
man Bp the morowe that is a weet z 
che ora captif or it be nyght. fomtp 
me defptes oe man Ben caufe of gree 
uous mafadpe thorugh whiche he de 
peth Lertes the commendacpon of 
the peple is ſomtyme ful fals « full 
Grotpt for to truft This day they prep 
fc.to mozowe thep Blame.god Woot 
Eke defpreto haue commendacion 
of the pepfe Fath caufpth deth to maz 
ny a man. Now certes a man fo pꝛy 
de hym in the qoodes of grace is eRe 
an outrageous fofpe for the pef 
tes of grace that (hold haue tourned 
hym Co Goodie ¢ fo medecpne four s 
nyth to Benpm and to confufton. as 
ſayth ſaynt gregore. Now ſyth that 
fo is that pe haue Bnderftonde what 
is pryde and Whiche Be the ſpyces of 
it And how mennys prpde fourdeth 
and ſpryngyth Now ſhal pe Bnderz 
ſtonde which is the remedye againſt 
prpde. And that is humylyte or me⸗ 
Genes fat ea vertu thruah which 
man hath Berp Rnovoleche of hym 
felf and holdeth of hym feff no deyn 
te ne no prpce a6 in regarde of his de 
ſertes conſyderyng ever his freelte. 
Novo Bev there thre maners of humi 
lyte. as Bumplpte in herte aud ano z 
ther in the mouth. And the thprde in 
werkps Lhe humylyte in herte is in 
foure maners that is whan a man 

holdeiß Gm (df as nought worch 

byfore god of heuen. Another is 
whan He deſpyſeth non offer man. 

Lhe thirde is. that he reckpth 
not hough men holdeßym nought 
Lhe fourth is whan he te trot forp of 
Gis zumylyacion. Alſo the humylya 
cion of mouth is in fou r thynges In 
attẽperat ſpeche a whã he Knowethz 
With is oWen mouthp Ge is ſuche as 
Be thinlre th p he is in his herte. Anos 
ther whan Ge preyſeth the debonayt 
te of another man Anda ffo nothing 
therof amenuſithh. Humylyte eRe up 
werl ys is in four maners Zhe firft 
is whan he put men before hym. 
The ſecond is to cheſe the loweſt pla 
ce. he thyrde is gladſy to aſſente to 
good counceyl. The fourth is gladly 
to ſtonde in obedyence of his ſoue⸗ 
rayn or of hym that is hygher in de⸗ 
are. Lertes that is a gꝛete wercke off 
tzumylyte. 

Sequitur de Inuidia 
Fer pryde wyl J fpeRe off 
a the foule ſynue of enuye. 

whyche (hat is ac By the 
wo2d¢ of he phplofophre forowe off 
other mennys pꝛouſſyt. And after 
the worde of ſaynt Auguſtyn it is ſo 
rowe of other mennys wele and Fo 
ye of other mennys harm. This 
foule ſynne is platly ayenſt the hoſy 
ghooſt. Al be it ſo that euery ſyn⸗ 
ne is ayenſt the holy ghooſt. pet for 
as moche as bounte apperteyneth to 
the holy ghooſte property. 
Mnd enuye cometh pꝛoperly of maly 
ce Therfoꝛe it is pꝛoperſy ayenſie the 
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bounte of the hooſy ghooſt. 
Now Hath malyce two ſpyces that 
is to ſaye hardynes of herte and wyc 
laednes or elſys the fleſſſe of man is 
fo blynde p he cõſideryth not p he is 
in ſynne. whiche is the hardynes off 
thedeupl That other ſpyce of en⸗ 
uye is whan a may warryth apenft 
trouth whan that he woote that itis 
troutß. And ohe whan he warryth 
the grace that god hath ycue to hys 
neyghbour. Andafthiets enupe 
Lertes than te enuye the werſt ſyn⸗ 
ne (Hat is. Foꝛ fothlp af other ſynnes 
Be ſomtyme ayenſt onc fpcpal Bertie 
But cerfes enuy is ayenſt aff maner 
vertues and af goodnes Fort is forp 
of af Bounte of his nepaf Boure. 

And in this maner it is diuerſe 
from al ſynnes For vnnethe te there 
ony ſynne (hat it ne Kath forme der 
Epte in hym ſaueonly enupe that euer 
hath uy hym ſelf anguyſſhe andſoro 
we. The ſpyces ofenuye 
ben thpfe There ts ferft ſoro we of o⸗ 
ther mennys goodnes. And of her pf 
peryte ought to be kyndly mater off 
lope Thene is enuye a ſynne ayenſt 
Rpnde The fecondefppce of euuye 
is Foye of other mennys harme. 
Df this fecondefppce cometh bacby 
tyng 02 detrattion that Hath two ſpi 
ces as thus Dom men prepfe Ger 
neyghbour Sp wycked entente. Foz 
Ge maketh afwap a wyched knotte 
at the laſt ende afwap fe ma Ket§ a 
But that ts ſigne of more Blame tha 
worth is af the preyſyng. zhefecond 
ſpyce is that may Be good atid do 
and fapea thyng to good entcnte. 

Lhe bacBpter wyl torne althe good 
nee Bp ſoo doun fo his ſyrewde en⸗ 
tente. Lhe third is to amenuſe tie 
bounte of his neyghbour. Lhe four 
the fppce of bacbytyng te this thatif 
men (pede godnes of a man the Bac 
byter wyl fape.perfap pet te ſuche a 
man Better thar Ge in dyſpreyſynge 

of hym that men prayſe. Lhe fpfthe 
16 fo conſente <p fo herkne the 
harme that men fpeKen of offer fols 
Ge. This ſynne is ful grete and By 
encreſyth after the Wpciked entente of 
fhe bacbyter. After bacbytyng coz 
myth grutchyng or murmuraunce 
And ſomtyme it ſpryngeth of Impa 
cyence ayenſt god and ſomtyme apes 
nſte man. Ayenſt god is whan a mã 
grutchyth agaynſt the peyne of helle 
oz ayenſt pouerte oz foffe of catel oz 
ayenſt raph 02 tempeſt. oꝛ ellys grut 
chet that ſßrewes haue profperpte.oz 
ellys that gode men haue aduerſyte 

And alle thyſe thynges ſhold men 
firffte pacientfp. Foꝛ they comen Bp 
the rightful Jugement and ordynaũ 
ce of god Somme tyme cometh grut 
chyng of auaryce as Judas grut⸗ 
chyd ayenſt chagdalene whan (he a 
nopnted the hede of our lorde Iheſu 
Cryſt wyth Ger precpous oynement 
This maner of murmur is fuche as 
WHan men arntchen of goodnes, off 
that men hem ſelf doon.02 (hat offer 
fofRe doon of fet owen catel: 
Domitpme cometh murmur of prps 
de as whan Spmon the Pharpfee 
grutchyd apenft chagdalene whan 
fhe approrhipd to Ihefu Lrpfte. 
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And wept at hys feet for her ſynnes 
And ſomtyme it ſourdeth ofen⸗ 

itye whan men dyſcoueren a man⸗ 
nys hatm that Was pryue or beryth 
hym on honde thyng that is fals. 
churmur is eke ofte amonge fer + 

uauntes whan her ſouerayns byd⸗ 
den Gem dco lecful thynges. 
And for. as moche as thep dar not oz 
penfp wythſaye the commatiooncnt 
of her mayſter. pet wyl they faye fat 
me and grutcheand murmure pry⸗ 
uely for very deſpyte. whyche wor⸗ 
des men clepe the dcuyls Pattrnos 
ſtet. Though ſo be the deuyl had ne 
uer Pater noſter. 
Dut that folRe peuc ſuche a name. 
ſomtyme it compth of Ire 02 of pry⸗ 
uc hate that notyſſheth rancoure in 
herte ac after F fhal declare. 
Thenne cometh eRe bytternes of her 
te Thrugh whyche bytterneſſe euerp 
Good dide of hys neyghbour femeth 
to hym byttet and vᷣnſauoꝛye. 
Than comyth dyſcorde that vnbyn 
detß alle maner of frenſhyp. 

Thenne comyth ſcornyng of hys 
nepasBour al doo he neuer ſo well. 
thenne comyth accuſyng as whan 
men ſe been occaſyon fo annoye hys 
neyghbour. whiche that is lyle the 
craft of thc deuyll that wayth bothe 
npaht and daye to accuſen Be affe . 

Thenne cometh mafpanyte 
thrugh whyche a man nopeth bys 
nepasBour pryuyſy pf he may. 
And yf he nought map algate fic 
wypced wyl ſhal not wante as for 
to Brenne hts fous prpuefp 02 em⸗ 

poyſen hym oꝛ ſlee hys beeſtys and 
ſemblable thynges. | : 

Now wyll J fpeBe of the reme⸗ 
dpe of thys foulfefpnncofentype, 

Ano the farft is the foue off god 
pryncypally and louynge of Kym 
felf and of bys neyghbour. 
For ſothly that one may not be with 
out that other. And cryſt wyllin 
the name of thy neyghbour p thor 
(Galt vnderſtonde thy Broder. Fox 
certes al Wwe haue one fader fleſſhly 
and one moder that is fo faye Adam 
and Eue. Andee one fader ſpi⸗ 
rytuel. that i to ſaye god of heuen. 

Thy neyghbour art thow holde 
for to loue and wyl hym alle good⸗ 
hes, And therfore ſayth god. loue thy 
neyghbour as thy ſelf that is to fap 
to fpf and to ſoule and ſaluacion. 
And more oner thor (Halt loue hym 
in Worde and Benpgne chere and 
monyſſhyng and chaſtyſyng in a 
voys to comfoꝛte hym and pꝛaye for 
hym wth alle thy herte. And in dede 
thou ſhalt loue hym in ſuche wyſe ỹ 
thou ſhalt do to hym in charyte as 
thou woldeſt were don fo thyn owe 
perſone And therfore thou ſhalt doo 
to hym no domage in Wpc Red wor 
de ne harme ty his body ne in his car 
tel ne in his ſoule By entpfing of wie 
Redenfampfle. Zhou ſhalt not defy 
te Bis wyf ne none of hie thynges. 
vnderſtonde eKe that in the name of 
thy neyghbour is comprehendyd hie 
enemye.certes amd ſhal loue his e⸗ 
nemye for the cmatidement of god. 
« fothh thy frẽde fhal thou loue l god 
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Ffape the enemye (Galle thou foue 
efoꝛ goddps fake By his commaun⸗ 
Qement. foꝛ it were refor aman 
ſhold Hate his cnemye For fot god 
wyl not receyue Be to Hie loue that 
Ben his enemyes Apenft thre maner 
wꝛonges that his enmye ooth to Gury 
he ſhal doo thre thpnaes as thus. az 
yenſt hate and rancoure of herte fe 
ſhal loue hym uy Gerte. apenft chy⸗ 
dyng and Wpcked wordes He ſhall 
prape for fis enemye. Apenft the wic 
Red dede of his enemye Ge ſhall d00 
Gym Bounte. For cryſte ſayth loueth 
pourcenemypes ¢ prapeth for hem p 
ſpelryth pou harme ¢ ee for therm p 
pow chafey and purfucnz dooboun 
te fo hem that pow hater . 
Lo thus commaunded vs our ford 
Jehſu Cryſte fo d0 to oure enewmspes 
for ſoth nature drpucth Bs to loue ou 
tc frendes. And perfep oure encmypes 
haue more nede to fouc than our fren 
des And thep hat more nede haue 
Lertes to hem (Kal we d00 goodnes. 
and certes in that dede haue remem⸗ 
bꝛaunce of the loue of Iheſu Cryſte 

“that deyde for his enemyes. And for 
ac moche ae that foue ts the moregꝛe 
uous to perfourme.fo moche is mo⸗ 
r¢ grete the meryte. And therfore the 
louyng of our enemye Hath confon⸗ 
ded the venym of thedeupl, foꝛ 
ryght as the deuyl is confpted By Gu 
myfpte. Kight fo ts fe wounded to 
the deth By the fouc of our enemye. 
Lertes thar ie foue medycine that 
chaſeth out the Benpm of enuye fro 
mannys herte. 

Sequitur de Fra 

Fler enuye wyl J decla 
re of the ſynne of Fre. 

a For ſoth he that Hath 
enuye Bpon His neygh 

Sour: Anon comynly wyl finde him 
mater of wrath in Worde or in dede. 
Apenft hym to whom he hath enuye 
for fot6ly Ge that is proud o2 enuy⸗ 
ous is rrapey Wwroth This ſynne of 
Fre after dyſcryuyng of fapnt Aus 
guſtyn is wycked wyll to Be auen⸗ 
gyd by worde oꝛ by dede. 
Fre after the Phyloſophre is the fers 
uent Bfoode of man p qupcKen in 
His herte thrugh whiche Ge wyl har⸗ 
me to hym that Ge hateth. 
For certes the herte of man By etre 
chafpng and meuyng of fis bloode 
weyyth fo troBledthat he is out of af 
Fugement of refons, Wut pe 
(Gul vnderſtonde that Ire is in two 
maners. Don of them te goode and 
that other is wycked. oY 
Lhe good Frere bp Jelouſye of god 
nes thrugh the whiche a may is wꝛo 
the with wyclꝛednes and agapy wic 
Leones. — Andtherfore fapth the 
wyſe man that pre is Better than pla 
pe.this Ire is wyth deBoneprte and 
itis Wrath wpthout Bptternes not 
woth agapnft the man. But wroth 
With the myſdede of the mã ac farth 

the ꝓphete. Iraſcimini ct nofite pecs 
cate. Now vnderſtode p wycked pre 
is in (Wo manere pis to fap fodepn 
pre oꝛ haſty pre wythout auyſement 
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and conſentyng of hys reſon. The 
meuyng and the ſenſe of this te that 
reſon of a man ne conſentith not to 
that ſodeyn pre. And than it is Benp 
al Another pre is that is ful wycleed 
that cometh of felonye of herte auy⸗ 
fed a caft byfore wyth wycked wyl 
fo doo vengeaũce. a therto hie reſon 
conſentyth ¢ ſothly this is dedely fix 
ne. This yre is ſo difplepfatit to good 
that it troublyth his hous and cha⸗ 
(ith the holy gooſt out of mannys 
ſoule and put in hym the ſelenes of 
the deupl and benymeth the man 
fꝛo god that is hie rah fulford This 
press a ful grete pleſaunce to the de⸗ 
uyl for it is the deuilles furncys that 
he enchaunſith with the fpre of helle. 
For certis as fpre is mozempaftpe. 
to diffrope erthly thynges hana noz 
ther cfement , Kight fo ire is myghty 
(0 diftrope alle ſpiritualle thynges 
Lole how that fpre of ſmale gledes 
p be almooſt dede vndre aſſſen wyl 
quyckꝛen ayen whan they Be touchid 
With brymſtone. right fo pre wol ez 
uirmore quycRen apen Whan itis to 
chyd With prpde p is couerpd in mas 
nys herte. forcertis prpde map nat 
come out of no thyng But if if were 
firſt in the fame thing naturally. as 
fyre is drawyn out of flyntes with 
ftcef. right ſo is prpde a mater of pre. 
right ae rancour is noriſſher ¢ Bez 
par therof Zhere ig amaner tree ae 
ſayth fapntFfodore. Bhat whan 
men make fite of that tre and coucr 
the cofps of Bit wyth aſſßen. Sothly 

the fyre therof wol laſte ala yere or 
more. And ryght fo farith it Bp ran⸗ 
cour. Whan feis ones concepued in 
the hertes of fommemen. Lertes it 
wyllaſte perauentnre from one efter 
dap Tylon other oꝛ moꝛe. Wut cers 
tes p man) is ful ferre ftom the mer⸗ 
cp of god althat wyle. In this forz 
fapde deuellys forneys thep forgen 
thre (§rewype. Pryde than Blowers 
and encreſyth the fpre Bp chydyng ¢ 
wycked wordes. Thenne fiondeth 
enuye and holdeth the yron vpon (he 
hertes of men, wyth a prayer of long 
tonges wyth longhe rancour. And 
thenne flont the ſynne of contynuell 
ſiryf and cheeſt and betith and for⸗ 
gyth the Bplapne reprouynges. Lee 
tes this curſyd ſynne anoyeth Goth 
the man hym (eff andeRe hie negh⸗ 
Cour. Foz ſothly almoſt af the harm 
that one man doth to bis nyghbont 
cometh of Wrath. For certes outra⸗ 
gcous wrath doth afthat cuct the ve 
uyl commaundeth hym For he ſpa. 
reth nether for Criſt ne foꝛ his ſwete 
moder in his outrageous anger and 
/re but ſpelꝛeth and ſllaudryth his 
neyghbour.this te a curſyd [pf whi⸗ 
che fpf (Gold Be debonayr ſpyrytu 
ef that (Fold Repefiefoule Certes 
thie pre ot wrath bynymeth Be cod 
dpe due ſordſhyp a (Fat to mannys 
ſowle t the fouc of his nygh bours. 
If ſtryuyth alway eRe aienſt trouth 
it reueth hym the quyete of Fie herte 
and ſubuertith his fowle Dfpre coz 
men thyſe fipnkpna engendrures. 
Firſt Kate pisolde wrath renewyd 
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thhrugh whiehe a may foꝛſalꝛceth 
Gis owen frend that he hath louid fo 
long. < thenne comyth werre ¢ euery 
maner of Wrong pa mary doth to 
Gis neyghbour in Body oꝛ in catef. 
Mf thie curſyd ſynne of Fre cometh 
eReman (laughter. And Bnoderfton z 
deth wel p manſlaughtet te in dyuer 
fe wyſe. Somme mane of manf z 
laughter is ſpirituel. And fom Bode 
fp Spyrituel manſlaughter is in Br. 
thynges. firſt Bp hate as fapth ſeint 
John Ke th at hateth his Broder is an 
homycyde.chanſlaughter ie elꝛe Bp 
bacbytyng of whiche bacbytour fat 
th ſalamon that they haue two ſwer 
dps wyth whiche they ſle Ker neygh⸗ 
Bours. Fo: ſothly as wycleed it is to 
‘Genpme hic good name as his lyff. 
homycide is elze in yenyng of wyc⸗ 
ed counceyl By fraude. or for to pez 
Ue councepf forto arepfe wꝛangfull 
cuſtomys and talagys of whiche fpe 
Keth Salamon. Lyon roryng and 
Bere hungry Ber lykenid to cruel for 
des In wythholdyng o2 abredapng 
Of the hyreor wagys of poure folke 
For whiche the wpfe man fapth Fez 
de pe hym that almoſt dpeth for hun 
Gte. For fothlp But pf thor fede hym 
thou ffceft hym. And al thpfe Ber de⸗ 
dely fpnnes. Bodely manflaughter 
is whan thou ficeft hym wyth thy 
tunge. Another maner is whan thou 
commaundeſt to ſle a man or effps 
peueft hym counceyl to flee amar 
Mãſlaughter in dede is wy four mas 
Hers, That one is By fawe,rpahtas 

aFuftice damped hym hat is culpa 
ble to the deth. but fete the Juſtice be. 
Waar that he do tt rightfully andp 
Be d00 it not for delyte to ſpille blood 
But for Reppng of rightwyſnes. Az 
nother homycyde is don for neceſſite 
a6 Whan a ma ffecth another his de 
fendaunt and that he ne map other: 
wyſe afcape fro Fie owen deth. But 
certeyn aud fe map efcape wythout 
ſlaughter of fie aductfarpe ¢ ſleeth 
bpm he doth ſynne. And he (Hai Bere 
penaunce ac foꝛ dedely ſynue. Le 
pfaman bp caas oꝛ auenture ſhete 
an aro we oz caſt a ſtoon wyth Wht z 
che Be ſleeth a man tt is homycyde. 
Lkepfa woman Bp neclpgence oz 
wer lyeth Ker chyl de in ſlepyng It is 
homycyde and dedelpfpnne. LKe 
whan a man deftropeth concepcion 
of a chylde or makipt§ a Woman 6a 
repr By drpn Bes of Kenymous hers 
Bes thrugh whiche (Fe may not con⸗ 
ceyue. De ficeth her chylde Bp depta z 
les. oꝛ ellys putteth cezteprn matery⸗ 
althyng tn her ſecrete place to fle Fer 
chylde Orellis doth vn kinde fpnne 
By whiche man or Woman ſſſedyth 
his nature in place there as a chylde 
may not Be conceyued. Oꝛ ellis yf a 
woman haue conceyued hurte Her 
felf a ſleeth her chyld. yet is it homy⸗ 
cyde What ſaye Wwe elꝛe of women p 
murdren Ker chyldren for orede of 
woꝛdely ſſame.  LertesiticeRe 
an horꝛyble hompcyde. - &Re 
pfaman aproche to a woman Bp 
deſyre of lecherye thrugh whyche the 
chylde is peryſſhed ellys ſmyleth a 
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woman Wet praty Hp which hee chil 
de is ſlayn Alle thyſe Ben homycides 
and dedely horrybly fyrines. pet co⸗ 
myn OF pre many moo ſynnes as in 
worde in thought in dede ae wel as 
He that arettetn vpon god oꝛ blaſphe 
myth god of whiche he is Hpi felf 
gylty or difppfeth god and alle his 
halo wes ag don ti ple curſyd Gafour 
dours in dyuerſe contrees. This cur 
ſyd ſynne do they whan they feylen 
ty Her herte ful wyckedly of god 
Gps halo wes Alſo whan thep treten 
vnwoꝛthely the facrament of the a⸗ 
wier Thzyllee ſynne is fo grete. that 
Bunethe may it Be relecid Gut p the 
mercy of God paſſyth fie werk pe, 
whiche mercy 16 Grete and benygne. 
There cometh alfo of preaterp an⸗ 
ger whzan aman is ſharply amonef 

{Gedy His ſhrift to forlete Gys ſynne 
ZThan wyl he Be angry and anf We z 
te okyrly angerly to defende or ep 
cuſyn his ſynne. by vnſtedfaſtnes of 
Hie fleſſh.or ellys he dyd it for to hol⸗ 
de company wyth fis felawes. er ef 
fis he fapth. the fende entyſed hym o2 
fips he dyd it for his pouath oꝛ ellps 
his compleppon is fo corageous p 
he may not forbere.ellys it is defty 
ne as he fapth vnto a certeyn age.or 

ellys he ſayth it comyth hym of gyn 
tylnes of his aucetꝛyes g ſemblable 
thynges Al thyſe maner of folGe fo 
wrappyn them in her ſynnes p they 
wyl not delyuer hem ſelf. Foꝛ ſothly 
NO wyght that excuſyth hym wilful 
‘fy of his ſynne. may Be delyueꝛd off 
his ſynne tyl he mekely beknowith 

fis ſynne After thenne cometh ſwe⸗ 
ryng that is eypres ayenſt the com⸗ 
maudement of god ¢ thre Be fallyth 
of anger cof pre. God farth thor 
ſhalt not take the name of thy Corre 
in popl Affo our ford Ihũ crpft faith 
By the worde of fapnt mathew. ne 
wyl pe to ſwere in al maner. neyther 
By heuen for it is goddys trone ney⸗ 
trer by exthe for it is te benche off 
his feet: ne By iheruſalem forrtis the 
cpte of a grete hynge. ne By ihyn he⸗ 
de. for tſou ne mayſt make an heer 
wyte ne black. But pour othe ſhal 
Be.pe.pe.nap.nap. And what hat ie 
imozecupf.chusfapth crpft. For criſ 
fes fake fwere pe not fo ſynſully in 
diſmem bꝛryng of Lrpft. Sp forte. Fer 
te. Bones. and Body. For ye thyn ke p 
the curfpd Jewes difinemBrpd hym 
not ynough Gut pe dpfinembre hym 
moꝛe And pf fo Be that awe compel 
fe pou to fwere thennercele pou af ¢ 
ter the fawe of god in pour ſweryng 
As fapth ſaynt Iherome the fourth 
chappptre. Thou ſhalt bepe 
thre condycions. Thou ſhalt (we 
te in trouth. in dome in rightwyſ⸗ 
ies. This ie to faye thou fhale 
f were foth. for euery leſyug te ayenſt 
Cryſte. for Cryſte is Bery trouth. 
And thy Re wel this that cuery grete 
ſwerer not compeffyd lauffulſy to 
fwere.the plaghe of Benaeaunce fal 
le not parte from hys hows whyles 
He Bfpth fuche Bnfawfulfwerpnge. 
hou ſhalt che fwere iy dome wher 
tho art cõpellyd By the domes mã bo 
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wytneſſe the trouthe. Elee thou ſhalt 
not ſwere for enuye. for ſauour. for 
mede but for rightwyſnys for decla 
ryng of trouth to the worſhip of god 
cto helpyng of thyyn eyen cryſten. ¢ 
therfor euery man that taR pth. god⸗ 
dis name in pole or falſſy fwerpth 
wyth his mouth. o2 ellys taketh on 
hym the name of crpft to Be callyd a 
cryſten mar and lpucth apenft crpfs 
fen lyuyng « Gis techyng. Al they ta 
Ke goddis name in pole. Loke eRe 
wiat faith faint peter actuum quar 
‘to .there1s none offer name vnder 
heuen yeuen to man in whiche thep 
moot Be ſauyd. That is to ſaye But 
in he name of Ihũ cryſt. Bae ke⸗ 
pe eke how that precious name off 
Ihũ cryſt as ſayth ſaynt Poule at 
philypenſes In nomine Ihůũ etc. 
That th thename of Ihũ euery lene 
of heuenly creature or erthly or of 
Helle (Fol lowen. For itis fo high « 
fo worfBppfulthat the curfpd fende 
in helle (Hold tremble for fo Gere ‘Hit 
named Char femcd it that men pf we 
te ſo horrybly Gis bleſſyd name that 
they deſpyſe tt moꝛe boldly than dyd 
the curſid Jewes p tremeleden whan 
they herde Gis name: Now cetes (pth 
P ſweryng But it Be d00 alfawfuifp 
16 fo hooly defenden moche werſe is 
foꝛ to ſwere falſely « eRenedefes. 
what ſaye we eKe of them that dely⸗ 
ter them in ſweryng and Golde ita 
gentryce or manly dede to ſwere are 
tc othis and What of then that of 
Herp vſage neceffite not to fwere are 
te othes and af the cauſe not worthe 

a ſtrawe. Lertes thie is hoꝛryble ſyn 
ne. Sweryng alſo wythout auyſe⸗ 
ment is eke ſynne. But late Be goo 
now fo that curfid and forpBfe ſwe 
ryng of adiuracion and conuraciõ 
as don thyſe fals enchauntours and 
nparomancers in baſyns fulof wa 
ter Drin a bꝛyght ſwerde. In a cir⸗ 
cfeorin a fpre.or in a fholdre Boon 
Of a ſheep A cannot fape But they do 
cuurfpdfp <dampnaBblp apenft criſte 
and alle the feith of holp chirche. 

What fape By then that belyuen in 
dpm naplis as Bp ſlyght or Bp nopfe 
Of Bprdps and of beſtys or Bp forte. 
by npgromancpe Bp dremes. Wp 
chyrchyng of dorys Bp gnawyng of 
tattps or crackyng of foufps and 
fuchemaner of wretchydnes. Lertes 
al thie thyng is defended of god and 
elke Golp chitche fox whiche they Be 
Curfpd tpl the come fo amendement, 
Pon ſuche fplthe fettetheir beleue. 
Charmys for woũdys < mafadpes 
of men 02 of Beftps. pf thep cake ony 
effect.rt map perauenture p god ſuf⸗ 
freth tt. for men (fold gyue the moze 
feyth ¢ reuerence to. fie name’ Now 

wyl F rpee of leſynges wtziche ge s 
nerally is fats ſignificaciõ of word 
wyth entent to difcepue his euen criſ 
ten Som leſyng there is of whiche 
cometh non auaũtage to no wyght. 
And ſom leſyng torneth to the eſe « 
pꝛouffyt of a man to domage of a 
nother may. Another leſyng for to 
faue his lyf oꝛ catel Another lefprg 
compth of delyte. They wyl 
forge a longe tale and peynte tt with 
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af circomſtaũcis Woherof at the groũ 
de is fals. Domme leſyng compth 
for he wyl ſuſteyne his worde. And 
ſommie leſyng comyth of recheliſnes 
wythouten auyſement and ſembla⸗ 
ble thynges. Lete Be now touche 
the vyce of flaterye. whiche cometh 
not gladly But for drede 02 for coue⸗ 
tyſe. Flatterpers generallp wrang⸗ 
ful preyſyng. Flaterers Ben the deuy 
fps noryces that noryſſheth his chyl⸗ 
dren wyth the mylke of loſengery. 
For ſoth ſayth ſalamon that flatery 
is worſe than detraction. for ſomty⸗ 
me de traction mak pth an hauntein 
man be the more humble for fe dre⸗ 
deth detraction Wut certepy flaterp 
maketh amar) fo enhaunce his herte 
and his contenaunce. Flaterers Ber 
the deupfles enchauutoure for thep 
maken a man to wenen hym felf Be 
fpRe. that he isnot fpRe. They Be (ph 
Judas Hat Betrayed god. And thyſe 
flaterers betraye a man to ſelle hym 
to this enmpe that is the deuyl. Flate 
ters Ber the deuylles chappeleynes 
that ſyngen euer placebo. FreKene 
flaterpe in Spas of Fre. For ofte tps 
me pf a mar Be wroth wrth another 
Zhenne wyl we flatere ſomme wy z 
ght to ſuſteyne hym in his quatelle. 
Sprehe we now of ſuche curfing 
as comyth out of yrous hertes. Haz 
fpfon map Ge fapd generalfp euery 
maner power of farm. fuche curs 
ſyng beteueth a mã the regne of god. 
As fapth ſaynt Poule And of fuche 
curſyng wrongfully retorneth ayer 
to hym that curfpth. Aga Byrde 

retorneth agayn to Ris owen neſtẽ 
And ower alle thyng men ought tef 
chewe to curſe Her chyldren andtope — 
ue fo the deuyl her engendrure ac fer 
forth as in hem is. Certes it is a 
grete perplandagretefprne. Lete 
Be ther (peBe of chydyng and repre 
uyng whiche Bey grete woundes in 
mannys herte. For certes vnnethe 
map a mã Be playnly accorded with 
hym that Ge Hath openfp reuyled. vee 
pꝛouyd and dyſclauudred thie 16 a 
fulgriffp ſynne. Ae Cryſte fapth in 
theGofpef. And take pe Repe now 
(Hat fe p reproupth his neyghboure 
Bp fame harme or By ſomme pepn p 
Re Fath in his body. as mefpf.crofed 
Garfote: 02 Bp ſomme ſygne tha he 
doff. Now pf he repreuyth hym 
By hann of peyne. thenne retorneth 
(Se repref to Iheſu Cryſte. For peyn 
is fent Bp the rightwys ſonde of god 
and Bp his fuffratice.Be i¢ mefeltpe 
oꝛ mayme oꝛ maladye. 
And yf he repreue hym vncharyta⸗ 
bly of ſynne. thou holour. thou dron 
kelewe harlot and foo forth thenne 
apperteyned it fo reioyſyng of (he de 
upl (Hat ever hath rope that men don 
ſynne. And certes chydyng map not 
come But of Bpfepnous herte. For 
after haboundaunce of the herte ſpe 
Reth the mouth fulofte. And pe ſhul 
Bnderftonde whan onp mar cHaftp 
feth another p he bewar fro chydyng 
oꝛ repreuyng. For trewly but he Be 
Waar fhe may ful lyghtly qupchcry 
the fore of anare and of wrath whi⸗ 
che that Ke ſhal not quencée. 
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And perauenture (fecth hym that Ge 
“yp 1088 2. Mpgit chaſtyſe wpth Benpgnyte. 

For as ſayth Salamon. he a 
myable tongue ie the tre of fpf.that 

KPa is to faye of fpf ſpyrituel. And a dif 
faue tongue fieth the ſpirites of hym 
that is repreupd. Lo what fapth 
ſaint Auſtyn There is no thing {ike 
the deuyllys chylde as Ge that oft hy 
deth. Saynt Poule ſayth eke. Iſer⸗ 
uaunt of god behoue not to chyde. 

ove Aad Who that chydyng is a vyleins 
thyna betwyyt affe maner fore. 

ey Pet vet is it certes moſt pᷣncouenable 
betwyyt aman and his wyf. For 

Cay Here is neuer reſte And therfor ſaith 
Salamon. An hous that is pncoue 
ryd in rayn and droppyng. and a 
chydyng wyf Be fp Re.a man that is 
in a drꝛoppyng Houstn many places 
thought he eſchewe the droppyng up 
one place itdzopppth on hym ty a⸗ 
nother place. ~ Do farpth it bp a 
chydyng wyf But fie chyde hym in 
one place (fe wyl chyde hym in ano⸗ 
ther place. And therfoꝛe Better is a 
mo ꝛcel breed wyth tope. than a hous 
fulof delytes wyth chydyng. Lo 
what Salamon and ſaynt Poule 
ſayn. ODype wommen Be pe ſub⸗ 
gettys to pour huſbondys as beho⸗ 
ueth in god. And ye men loue your 
wyuys. Afterward we pee off 
ſcornyng whiche is a WpcBed ſyn⸗ 
ne and namely whan he ſcorneth a 
may Bp hys goode werkips > For 
certeg ſuche ſcornes faren (phe the 
lout⸗ ode that may not endure to 
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ſmelle the ſwete ſauour of the wyne 
whan it floryſſhyth. Theſe ſcorners 
ben partyng felo wes wyth the deuyl 
for they haue Joye whan the deuyll 
wynnethz and ſory whan he leyſyth 
They ben aduerſaryes to Iheſu cryſ 
tc. Forthep haten that he loueth that 
16 C0 faye ſauacion of ſo wle. Speiie 
We now of the wycked councepi: 
for Ge that WpcRed dounceylle pe 

ucthisatreptour. foꝛ he dyſcey⸗ 
ueth hym that truſteth in hym. Biit 
neuertheles yet is wycked counceyll 

apenſt hym ſelf. For as ſayth tie 
wyſe man. Euery fals lyuyng hath 
His properte in hym ſelf. For Ge 
that wyl anope another mas) ano 2 

peth fitſt bpm felf And men (hat Bn 
derſtonde that a man ſhal not take 
fis couuceylof faffe folRene of anz 
tp fol or greuous folG ne of folR 
ploucn fpecpalfyp her owen proufpt 
ne to moche Worldly follꝛe name z 
fy in councepffpng of foofie. 
Now compth the ſynne of them that 
maken difcorde among folk. wht 
che is a ſynne that Cryſte hateth vt⸗ 
terly. And no wonder is. for he deyed 
foꝛ to maRe concorde · And moꝛe 
ſhame don they to cryſt thã dyd they 
that hym crucifyed. Foꝛ god loueth 
‘Better that frenſhyp Be among follꝛe 
than he dyd his owen Bodp whiche 
fe paf for vnyte. Therſoꝛe Be they fp 
Genpd to the deuylthat euer is abou 
teto.mae dyſcorde. Now compth 
the ſynne of double tongue for ſuche 
as (pce fapt Befom men and wyc⸗ 
Eedlp Befpnie. or effps thep make 
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ſemblaunt ae Hough hep fpeften of 
Good entericion .o2 effps in game « 
plepe. And thep fpeBen of wyched 
entente Now compth the wreyynge 
Of councepl . thrugh whiche may ie 
defamed vnethys may He reflore (Re 
domage. Now compth manace that 
is an oper) folpe. For fe hat opentp 
manaceth he threteneth more Henne 
he may ouertome ful ofte tyme. 
ow comen pole wordys f be wyth 
out prouffpt of hym that fpeBeth the 
Wordes and eke of hym that Ger » 
nyth the woꝛdes. D2 eſſys ydſe wors 
des ben tho that ben ncdefes 02 wyth 
outecntente of naturell pꝛouſſyt. 
And af be it that pole wordes Be ſom 
tyme Benpal ſynne. pet ſhalle men 
doubte hem. For we (Raf yeue reRe s 
nyng of fem before god. Mow cos 
myth Jangelyng at imap not con 
Wypthoutfpuncasfapth Sa⸗ 
famon Ftis a ſygne of appert folpe 
» And therfore a phyloſophte fapde 
Whana man axed hym How men 
fold pleſe And fe aufwerpddo ma 
np good werkys ¢ fpeRe fewe Jan⸗ 
aelynaes. After this cometh the ſyn⸗ 
hie of Japers that Been the deueyllys 
— —— fofBeto longe 
at her Japerye as folk don at gwa 
des of an ape. Duche Japers defens 
deth faynt Poule. Loe how that 
Bertuous woꝛdes and holy comfors 
toy hem that traueyllen in the ferup ⸗ 
cof Cryſt. Kyght ſo comfortey the 
Bylepns wordes and the Gnackps 
of Fapers hem that traucylch in the 
ferupce of the deuyl. All thyſe Ben the 

ſynnes of the tonge that coinpy cf 
prec of other fpnnes, The temedye 
apenft pre ig a vertu that cfeped ie 
manfuctude that is deboneyrte. atid 
ele another Berta that men clepes 
pacicuce. fapnt Iherome ſayth thus 
of debonaprte that it doth harme to 
no wyght ne ſayth none Farm that 
men hym d00 ne ſuyn ne chaungeth 
not apenft refor. This Bert cometh 
ſomtyme of nature. for as fapth 
the phyloſophre man tea qupcz 
thyng Bp nature deBonapt and treta 
Ble By goodnes. Hut whan debona⸗ 
prte is enfouned of arace fet is the 
moꝛe worthp· Pacpertceis another 
remedpe apenft pre and isa vertu fp 
mien fuffte ſwetly euery mannes god 
nes, ands not worth for none har z 
me that is don fo hym Zhe phplofos 
pher fapth that pacience te that Bers 
fu that fuffrets debonayrly af the ou 
trage of aduerfpte. and euery Wyr 
Redworde. This Sertu maketh a 
man fpReto god ¢makpth hym his 
owen dere chylde. As fapth cryſt thie 
bertu dpfcomfpteth thyn enemye. 
And therfore faith the wyſe man pif 
thou wolt veynquyſſhe thyn cnemype 
fee that thou be pacient. Suffraunce 
ts anotier Berti apenft Fre. Andp 
is whan fe fnffreth ſwetly alle anon 
aunce ¢ the wronges that men do a 
man outward . Thou ſhalt vnder⸗ 
ftonde that a man fuffreth four mas 
net of grisatice in out ard thinges 
A ienft which four he muſt haue fore 
remanerofpacére.the firft greuaũ re 
tewicked wordes. p greuaũce ſuffrid 

me | 
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Iheſu cryſt wythout gruteßyng wel 
pacyenlty whan the Hewes deſpyced 
Hym a repꝛrouyd hym ful ofte. Suf⸗ 
fre thou therfore paciently. for the 
wyſe mã faith pf thou ſtryue with a 
fooftf the fole Be wroth or though he 
Laugh. Algat thou ſhalt haue no reſt 
p other greuaũce oiuutward is to haue 
domage of thy catel. There apenft 
fuffred cryſt ful pacienſy whan he de 
ſpoyled was of al ᷣ  euer he Gad in 
this fpf and that nas But clothes. 
The third greuaunce is to aman fo 
haue greuaunce in his body That 
ſuffted cryſt ful pacienly in alle his 
paſſyon. The fourth greuauuce is in 
outrageous labour iy werleis wher 
fore Bap that follꝛ that maRer fer 
ſeruauntes ¢o traueylle to greiuouſſly 
oiet of tyme as in holy dayes. Doth 
fp they doo grete ſynne. here ayenſt 
ſuffryd Cryſt ful paciently ¢ taught 
Bs pactence whan he Bare vpon Gite 
bleſſpd (Hofdres the crofle Bpor wht 
che Be (hold ſyffte deſpytous deri. he⸗ 
re may men lerne fo Be pacyent. Foz 
certes not only cryſten men Be paci⸗ 
ent for the loue of Iheſu Cryſt ¢ for 
guerdon of the bliſſe of heuen and of 
the bleſſyd fpf that is perduraBle, 
But certes the ofde paynems hat ne 
wer Were cryſtenyd comendyd and 
Bfpd the vertu of pactence. A phplos 
ſophre Bpon a tyme that wold fave 
Geter Hie diſciple for His gtete trefs 
pade. foꝛ whiche fe was gretely a, 
meuyd and bꝛought a yerde fo ſcour 
ge the chyld Ard wßan tie chylde 

ſawe the yerde he ſayd to hie mapft 
What wyl pedo J wyl betthe qd the 
mafterfor thy corꝛectiõ for ſoth quod 
the chyld pe ought fyrſt conecte pour 
felf that hath foft pour pacyence for 
Ge gylt of a chylde: for fot ſaid the 
mapfter af wepyng thou ſeyſt ſoth 
Haue thou the yerde mp dere fore « 
coꝛꝛect me foꝛ myn Biipartence. Off 
pacience comyth obedyence thrugh 
wihziche a man is obedyent fo criſt « 
to alle them to whiche he ought too 
Be obedient to crpft. And vnderſton⸗ 
de Wel obedyence is parfyght whã 
men doo gladly and haſtely wyth 
good herte entierly al that he ſholde 
doo obedyence generally is to pee⸗ 
fourme the doctryne of god and fo 
his ſouerayns to whichehpm ought 
to Be obeyſſaunt in af rightwyſnes. 

Sequitur de Accidia 
fter the ſynne of wrath 7 

a wyl ſpeke of the ſynne off 
accidpe or flouth. foren⸗ 

ape blyndethz the herte of man. And 
Fre troubleih ama And accidye ma 
Keth hym heuy thoughtful and wera 
we Enuye cite maRen bitternes in 
herte. whiche bitternes is moder off 
accidye and benymet him the loue of 
alle goodnes. thenne is accide the an 
gre of a troble herle. And Saynt 
Auſtyn fayth It is anoye of goods 
nes and annoye of harme. 
Lertes this is a dampnable ſynne 
For it doth wronge to Iheſu Cryſ 

fe in as moche as he benymeth the 
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feruyce that men ought fo d0 to Fhe 
ſu LCryſte wyth afopfigence. 
As fapth Salamon. But accidye 
doth none ſuche dylpgence. He doth 

- alle wyth annope g wrawnes (fat 
nes. excuſacion dulneſſe and vnluſt 

For whiche the boo k ſayth acur⸗ 
ſpd be Ge that doth the ſeruyſe of god 
neclygently thenne is accidye enmye 
to euerp eſtate of man for the eftate 
of man teu) thremaners. Epther 
it is eftate of Innocence as Was (he 
ſtate of Adam Before or that he ſyl in 
ſynne in whyyche eftate he Was holde 
to worche as in heeryng and adou⸗ 
ryng of god. Another eſtate is 
eſtate of ſuperfluyte. In whiche eſta 
te men beholden to laboute in pras 
peng to God for amendement of her 

ſynnes. Another eſtate is uy the 
eſtate of grace. In whiche eſtate is 

he holden to doo werk ys of penyten 
ce And certes to alle thyſe thynges is 
accidye enemye and contrary for fe 

loupth no beſynes at alle. Mow 
certes this foule ſynne of accydye is 
elꝛe a ful grete enemye to the lyue⸗ 
fod of the Body. For it Fath no purue 
aunce apenft tempotel neceffpte. For 
it 16 ffouthyd and forſſoggyd and 
deftropeth alle goodes tempolell By 
techefefnes. the fourth thynge is that 
accydye is fpRe hem that Ben in the 
pepn of helle Bp caufe of ſſouth and 
ofheꝛ heuynes.  Forthey that be 
dampned Be fo Bounde that nether 
may thep d00 wel ne thypne wel. 
Df accpoye cometh firft hat a man 

is anoyed and encombryd to do onp 
goodnes and maketh that god hath 
abhompynacyon of ſuche accydye as 
ſayth fayntFofan. Now compth 
ſlouth that wyl fuffre no hardnes ne 
no penaũce for ſoth ffouth is ſo dely 
cate and ſo tendre as ſayth ſalamon 
that he wyl ſuffte non hardnes ne pe 
naunce and therfore he ſhendeth al ỹ 
he doth Apenſt this roten horyd ſyn 
ne of accydye or ffouthe ſholde men 
excercyſe hem to d0 good werk ys t 
manfp and vyrtuouſſy catcher cora 
gewelto doo. BAhpnRpng that 
our ford Iheſu Cryſte quyteth euery 
good dede Be it neuer fo lytyl Bfage 
Of it is a grete thyng. For it maketh 
as ſayth Dayne Bernard the labo⸗ 
ret to haue ſtrong armys and harde 
ſynewys. And ſloutß maketh 
hem feble and tendre. Than 
compth drede for to begynne to wer⸗ 
ony good werkys. Foꝛ certes he 
that is enclyned to ſynne hym thyn⸗ 
eth it is to grete an empryſe for to 
vndertale to doo werk ys of good⸗ 
nes as ſayth Saynt Gregore. 
Now compth wanfope that te dyſ⸗ 
payr of the mercy of god that comith 
ſomtyme ofto mpfpl outrageous 
forowe and fomtpme of mph pf ores 

de ymagynyng that he Hath doo foo 
moche that it wofde rot auaylle him 
though fe wold repente hym anddo 
goode. Thrugh whiche dpfpar oz 
drede. He aBoundeth his herte to eue⸗ 
ry maner ſynne. As ſayth Saynt 
Auguftpy. whiche pts dampnablt 

at 
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pfit contynue fo hie ende it is cfeped 

ſynnyng in the holy ghooſt. 
This hoꝛꝛyble ſynne is fo perryſous 

that Ge that is diſpeyred tyat there is 
no felonye ne no ſynne that he doub 
teth for to doo as ſſewed wel Bp Ju⸗ 
bas. Lertee thenne abouch affe 
is this ſynne moft dyſpleyſaunt and 
moſt aduerſary to Cryſt. Lertes he 
that dyſpeyreth is fpKe the cowarde 
champyon recrcaunt and nedeles dif 
peyreth. for certes the metcp of god 
is cuer redy to the penyteut. Hit is 

aboue alhis werkys. Alas can not 
a man bethyn ke bpm on the goſpel 
of ſaynt Luke. Luce pB. where as 
Lipft ſayth that ae wet ſhalle there 
Be moze Foye in heuen Bpon a ſyn⸗ 
ful man (hat doth penptence than Bz 
pon nyenty andiy. ryghtſull men p 

redy.afBe and haue. 

neden no penytence. Lo Ke ferther in 
the goſpel the Joye and the feſtis off 
the good man that had loſt his ſone 
whan his forte wyth repentatice was 
tetorned to his fader. Las they not 
remembre eke as fapth ſaynt Luke 
xvxiii. How that the thecf that was 
hanged beſyde Iheſu. Sayde [0rd rez 
membre on me whan thou comeſt 
fo thy tegne Foz ſoth ſaid Cryſt.this 
day ſhalt thou be wyth me in para⸗ 
dps. Lertes there is none foo horyble 
ſynne of man that it ne may in hys 
lyf be deſtroyed Bp penytence thrugh 
bertu of he paffponof Cryſte. 
Alas What nedeth mar thenne to Be 
dpfpepred ſythen Fis mercy is fo re⸗ 

Thenne coz 

meth ſompnolence hat is ſluggy 
ſtumbryng whiche mak pth a man 
to. Be heuy and dul in Body and in fo 
wle And this ſynne comer of ſlouth 
And certes the tyme as by weye off 
reſon mer ſhold not fiepe that is Bp 
the moꝛowe but pf it were cauſe reſo 
nable. for ſoth in tze morow is moſt 
coucnable aman to ſay his preyers 
@ for to tiipitZe on goo cto honou⸗ 
re God atid fo gyue almes to thc pou 
re that firft come ws; the name off 
crpft Lo what Dafamon fapth. 
Wijo fo wyl Bp the morowea wake 
to fee me he (hal fynde me. 
Lijenne cometh neclygence oz reche z 
fefnes that ꝛeckyth of no thyng. 
And how that Ignoraüce is moder 
of alle harme. Lertes neclpgence is 
tie noryce. neglygence doth no fore 
whan He ſhold doo a thyng whether 
he doo tt wel or Badly: Df the reme⸗ 
dpe of tipfetwo ſynnes ae fapth the 
wyſe man that he that dredeth god 
fparpt§ not to doo that hym ought 
to d00. And He that foupth god wyll 
do dilygence to pfefe god Bp His wer 
Eps and habounden hym {elf wpth 
at Ris myght wel forto doo. Thenne 
cometh ydlenes that is the pate of all 
harmys an pofe man is lyke to a 
place that hath no walfps the deuyll 
map entre on euery fpde. This poles 

nes is the thurro k of alle vyleyns ⁊ 
wycked thoughtes and of alle Jan⸗ 
glys.triflys ¢ al ordure.Lertes heuẽ 
1G yeuen fo hem hat wyl laboure ¢ 
not fo pote men. L Redaupdfayth. 
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Zhat thep Be not in the labour off 
mien nethep (Fall not Be whypped 
Wyth men thatis to ſaye in purga z 
torp Lertes théne ſemyth tt thep (hal 
Be tormentyd Wtf che deuyl in hel⸗ 
le. but pf they doo penytence. Then⸗ 
Ne compth the ſynne that men clepen 
trodytas as whan a man is ſo lettid 
and ſo taryed or he wyl turne fo god 
and certes that is a grete folye. he is 
Eye bpm that falteth in the dyche d 
wyl not aryſe. And thie Bice compth 
of fals hope that he hyn Beth that Ge 
ſhalle fpue long But that hope fayl⸗ 
leth ful oft, Thenne comyth aches 
that is he that whan he Beapnneth 
ony good Were anon he wyf forlcte 
it and ſtynte as doo thep that tzaue 
ony wyght fo gouerne and take off 
hym ne kepe. Anon as they fynde o⸗ 
ny contrarye or ony anoye. Thyſe 
ben the newe ſheepherdes that leten 
her ſheep wytyngly goo renne to the 
Wolf that is iy the breres and do no 
force of fer ower gouernaunce. Dff 
this compth poucrteand deftruction 
Both of ſpirituel and temporel thyn⸗ 
ges Thenue compth a maner of cofd 
nee that frefeth affe the herte of man 
ZThenne compth vndeuocion thrugh 
whziche aman is fo blont. As ſayth 
ſaynt Bernard and hath ſuche lan⸗ 
Gorn in his ſo wle that he ne map re⸗ 
de ne ſynge in holy chytchen e here ne 
thynke of deuocion ne traueyle with 
Gps hondes in no good werke but it 
is fo hym vnſauoꝛye and alle apal⸗ 
yd thenne wepith Fe fore ſluggyſſhe 
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atid flumBry ¢ foon wyl Fe Be wroth 
and ſoon te enclyncd to Bate and to 
enuye And thenne comypth the ſynne 
of worldfp forowe.that is cfeppd trif 
ticia hat ſleeth a man as faith faint 
Poute. for certes fuche forowe wer⸗ 
Kyth to the deth of the deth of the for 
Wie and of the Body alfo. for therof 
compth that a may 16 atioped of fie 
owen fyf for fuche ſorowe ſhortyth 
the lyf of many aman 02 that his tp 
mecome by waye of kynde Ayenſt 
(his horꝛyble ſynne of accidpe ¢ the 
bꝛaunchis of the fame there is a Ber 
tue hat is called fortytudo 02 ſtreng 
the that is affeccion thiuugh whiche 
man deſpyſeth alle other thynges no 
yous This virtu is fo myghty and. 
fo Spaorous that it dar wyth ſtande 
myghtyly ⁊ wraſtle ayenſt the ſaw⸗ 
tes of the deuyl and wyſeky kepe him 
ſelf fro parrellys that Bey Wycked. 
Foꝛ it enhaũſyth enforſyth the fuol 
Kight as accidye abateth it cmatuth 
it feble For thie fortitudo may endu 
te wyth long ſuffraunce the traueyl⸗ 
lys that ben couenable. This vertu 
Hath many ſpyces the ſirſt is cleped 
magnanymyte that is to ſaye grete 
corage. Foꝛ certes there behoueth are 
fe corage apenft accpope leſt that pit 
fwafowe the fowle By the ſynne off 
ſorowe or deſtroye if wpth wanhope 
This maketh folle to Bndertake 

Hard and greuoug thynges By her o⸗ 
Wen wyl wyſely and refonablp. And 
foꝛ as mocheas the deuyl fighteth a 
yenſt man more Bp queyntiſe and Bp 

| Hi 
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ſſleyghtthan By ſtrenthe therfore a 
man ſhal wythſtonde hym by wyt 
‘By ꝛcſon and by diſcrecion. Thenne 
Ben there the Bertuce of feyth and ho 
pe in god and in fis ſayntes to achyz 
‘ten and complyche the good wer Bie 
in Whiche he purpofeth fermly fo 6 
tynue. Thenne comyth fevocrte and 
fpRernes And that 16 whan a man 
‘doth and perfourmeth grete werRps 
of goodnes that fe hath begonne. 
And that is the nde why men (Folde 
doo good werleys. for in the com⸗ 
plſyſſhyng of good werk ps Leth the 
grete guerdon. Thenne is (he confit 
‘ce that is fiaBlenes of corage. 
And this (Gold Be wy Gerte by ſtedfaſt 
feyth and in mort} and in berynge 
in chere and in dede. Le there ben 
no ſpecyal thyngys and remedyes a 
yenſt accydye in dynuerſe werliys c 
in conſyderacion of He peptic of Helle 
and of the Fopeof feu. And in 
truft of the grace of the holy ghooſt 
tzat wyl yeue hym myght to perfurs 
me his entente. 

Sequitur de Auaricia. 

Fter Accidye nowe thyl J 
a  fpeReof auarice and of co 

uetyſe of whiche ſynne fatd 
Hapnt Poule. whe rote of af ſynne 
is couctyfe. £02 ſothly whan the Ger. 
te of a man is confounded ty Hit felf 
and troubſyd ¢ that they foule Gath 
loſt the comforte of god. Henne fez 
Reth he an pole fofas of woꝛdly thyn 

des. Auaryce after difcripfid-of ſaint 
Auſtyn ts a licherouſnes in herte ta 
haue erthely thynges. Somme other 
follee that auaryce is foꝛ to purchas 
ſe many erthly thynges and nothing 
peucto hem that haue nede. And Binz 
derftonde well (Gat auaryce is not 
only in good and in catel. But ſom⸗ 
tyme in ſcience and iy glorie andy e 
uery outrageous thynges is auary 
ce and couetyſe And the deſference Bp 
twene auaryce and couetyſe is thys. 
Couetiſe is foꝛ to coueyte ſuche thin 
ges as thou haſt not. And auarice is 
to wytholde and to Bepe fuche thyn⸗ 
ges as thou haſt wpthout ryghtfull 
nede. Dothlp this auaryce is a ſyn⸗ 
ne ful dampnabie for af holp wryt 
curfpth it cfpeRpth ayenſt it for hie 
doth Wong to Iheſu Cryſt. Forte 
bereuyth fro hym thefouc that men 
fo hym owen ¢ tornyth it bacward 
apenft affe reſon and mak pth that 
the auarous man hathe moze-fope 
in Hie catef thenne in Iheſu cryſt. 
And therfore fayth Saynt Poufe. 
That ay auarous man hath more 
Hope Fie thraldom of pdolatrye 
(Han in God. what dpfference is be⸗ 
twiy an poofaftreandan auaticy⸗ 
ous man. Derauenture ar poofaftre 
hath But one nawment 02 two. 
And the auarycious man hath ma⸗ 
np. for certes euery floreyn in Gye 
coffte is his Mawment. And certes 
the ſynne of mawmentrye god forbe 
deth in the tey cõmaundementis as 
beryth wytucs. Exo.xx cap. Thou 
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(Bait haue no fale qoddic Biforn me 
ne thou (halt maketheno grauyd 
thyng But an auarycious man lo⸗ 
uyth more His trefourforgpd. And. 
tyrugh thie fprne of auaryce ¢ of co. 
uetyſe compth thpfe hard lordſhippis 
thrugh whiche mer Beftrepned by ta 
lagpscuftome and carpagys more 
thar her dute or refon te, Dz ellys tas 
Ke tyey of her Bond mer amercemen 
fie. wtzyche myght moze reſonabſy 
be callyd eytorcions than amercemẽ 
fis. Df whiche amercemontis and. 
raunſonyngys of Bond men. Dome 
me lordys ſtywardpe ſayn that itis 
ritghful. Foꝛ as mykel as a choꝛle 
Gath no trmporel thyng that it ne is 
hys lordys as they ſayn. But certes 
thpſe lordſhyppis don Wrong that be 
ryuen her Bonde fofKe thynges that 
thep newer yaf fem, Auguftpnus de 
ciintate det libro ip. Sayth that foth 
te that the condycion of thraldom « 
the firft cauſe of thraldom is for fur 
ne. GenefieBS. Thus may pe fee p 
the gylte deſerueth thraldom and not 
nature. wherefoꝛ thyſe loꝛrdes (hold 

not glorye hem in her lordſhyppys 
ſyth that by naturel condycyon they 
Be not lordes of her thrallys But that 
thraldom come firſt Bp fprine.. And 
ferthermoꝛe there as the lawe fapth p 
temporeffordps of Bonde fofRe Ger 
the goodes of er forfhppppe pe that 
16 forto vᷣnderſtoude the goodys off 
fheemperout to defende hem in her 
right But not to robbe Hem ne to rez 

ne hem. And therfore ſayth Deneca. 

Lhy purdence (Hold fpue benygnely 
wyth thethraf.that thot clepeft thy 
thral Ben goddys peple. For humble 
follee Ben cryſtes frendes tbey Be cõ⸗ 
tubernyal wyth the loꝛd. Now cor 
myth diſceyt betwene matchaunt ¢ 
matchaunt And thor ſhalt vnder⸗ 
ſtonde that marchaundy ſe is in ma 
np maners. That one is bodelp and 
that other is ghooſtly. that one is leef 
ful and that other is diſhoneſte and 
Bnlecfful. That bodely marchayndy 
fe hat ts leefful ¢ honeſt is this. that 
there as god Hath ordeyned that a ro 
pame o2 a contre is ſuffycient to hym 
felfit is Goneft and leefful that the ha 
boun daunce of this contree map Gel 
pe another contrethat ismore nede⸗ 

fut: And therfor her muſt 
Be marchaundpfe to brynge frot 07 
ne contree to another thepr marchaũ 
dyſe That other marchaundpfe is ỹ 
men haunten fals othis wyth frau⸗ 
de trecherye and dyſceyte wyth leſin⸗ 
ges curſyd and dampnable Spyry⸗ 
tuel marchaũdyſe is properly ſymo⸗ 
nye. That is ententyf deſyre to thing 
ſpyrituel That is thyng that apper⸗ 
teyneth to the ſentwary of god and 
to the cure of ſoule. This defpre pf fo 
Bethat a may doo fis dilygence fo 
perfourmeit, alfe Be it that his defy + 
recake none effect. yet is it to hym a 
dedely ſynne. And pf Ge Be ordred Fe 
is Irreguler. Certes cymonye te cfes 
pyd of Symon mage chat wolde 
By temporell catef haue bought the 
pefte hat god Had yeuen By the holy 
ghoftto fepnt peter ¢ to theappofifie 

you 



Ehe Perfons Dale 

And therfoꝛe vnderſtonde pe hat Bo 
th he that fefipth and he (hat Byeth 
thynges ſpyrituel Ber cleppth fymioz 
nyak s. Bert catel Beit procurpng 
or By ffeffily prayers of his frendys 
oꝛ off ſpyrytuelle frendes. 
Fleſſziy in two maners as by Kyn 
rede anid By other frendys. Sothly 
Pf they praye for hym that is not az 
ble ne worthy. it is ſymonye pf he ta 
Ke the benefyce. And pf he Be worthy 
and aBfe if is none. That other mas 
ner is whan men 02 Women pꝛayen 
for follee to auaunce hem only for 
wycked fleſſhly affection that they 
haue to the perfones.that te foul fp z 
monpe. But certes in ſeruyce for 
woyhiche men yeuen thynges ſpyrituel 
Bnto Gee ſeru auntys it muft Be vn⸗ 
derſtõde that the ſeruyſe be honeſt or 
ellys not. And ehꝛe that it be wyth 
out bargaynyng and that the perſo 
ne be able. for as ſapth Saynt Da 
mac. Alle the ſynnes of the worſd at 
tegard of this ſynne Bern as thynge 
Of nought. For itis the arecteft ſyn⸗ 
ne that may Be after the ſynne of lu⸗ 
cifer and of antictpft. Foꝛ by thie 
ſynne god forleſyth the chirche a the 
ſoule that he Bought wyth his precy⸗ 
ous bloode by hem that yeuen chyr⸗ 
chis to them that be not dygne. 
Forthey put in theuys that ſtelen the 
fowlys of Iheſu Cryſt anddeftrope 
His patrymonye. Dy fuche Bnoiane 
preeſtys and curates haue men the 
{cffe reuerence of the factamentis off 
Gofy chirche. And fuche ycuers of 
chirches put out the chyldren of crpft 

and put in zo chirchys the deuyllys 
owen childrẽ. they feller the ſo wlys p 
ſhalle Repe the lambys to the wolf p 
ſtrongele hem. And ther fore fiat 
thep ucuer haue parte of the pafture 
of lambpys that 1s in the blyſſe of he⸗ 
Hen, Now compth haſardrye wyth 
His appertenauntps as tablys. quat 
des. and reuellys. Df whiche cometh 
dyſceyt fale othis.chidyngys. and af 
le raueyns blaſphemynges. renyng 
of G0d.fate of fie neyghbours. waft 
of goodys mpfpendpng of tyme. 
And ſomtyme manflaughter.Lers 
tes Bafardoure may not Be wyth⸗ 
out grete ſynne WH ples they haunten 
that craft. Df auaryce compth eRe. 
leſynges.theft. fals wptnes.and fale 
othes. Andpefhat Buderftandep 
theſe ery grete ſynnes and eppreffe 
ayenſt the commanioements of god 
as J haue ſayde. fate wytnes is eke 
in word and my dede. Fn Wordeas fo 
byreue thy neyghbours good.name 
Bp thy fale wytneſſyng or accufeft 
hym Bp (hy fate wytnes.or ellys ex⸗ 
cuſyſt thy felf falſely. wate pe queſt⸗ 
mongers and notaryes. Lertes for 
fals wytnes was ſuſanna in grete 
forowe and pepna many another 
mo, The ſynne of theſt is expreſſe al 
fo apenft goddys heeſt a (hatin two 

maners. temporel ¢ ſpprituel. Zhe 
temporel thefte is as for to tafe thy 
neyghbours catel ayenſt his wyl be 
it Be force.o2 Bp f(paht be it in meting 
o2rmefure. Bp ſtelyng Bp fale endyte⸗ 
mentisg por hym. t in boꝛowyng 
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Gp neyghbours catel in entent neuer 
to pape and ſemblable thynges. 
Spprytuel thefte is facrpleae pis to 
fape ontyng of holy thynges. or off 
thynges ſacred to Cryſt in two ma⸗ 
nets. By refon of the holy place. As 
chitcheperdps for euery vyolent ſyn⸗ 
ne that men doo in ſuche place map 
be clepyd facrpfege. Alſo they that 
falſely wytholde the ryghtes of holy 
chirche. and pleyn and generally faz 
crylege is to reue holy thynge out off 
holy place or BnGolp thyng out off 
holy pface.o2 holythyng out of info 
fp place. Novo 
(Galpe vnderſtonde that reuelynge 
of auaryce ts miferrcorde and pite 
largely taken. And men myght ave 
WHp Hac miſericoꝛde and ppte in tes 
uelyng of auarice, Lertes the auary 
cyons man ſhewed no pyte ne miſe⸗ 
ricorde to the nedefulman For Ge deft 
teh hym in Repprg of this trefour, « 
not in the reſco wyng ne in the rele⸗ 
uyng of euen Cryſten .And therfore 
ſpelie J firſt of miſericorde. 

Than is myſerycoꝛde as faith 
the phyloſophte a vertu bp whyche 
corage of md is ſtyred Bp the myſeſe 
of bpm pis mypfefed. Bpor the wiche 
muferprorde wytt ppte in perfouꝛ⸗ 

myng of charytable werRys of mer 
cp hzelpeth and conforteth hym that 
is myſeſed And certes thie meupth 
Amen to the mpferpcorde of Iheſu crif 
fe that hym feff ſuffryd forour gylt 
Hie fuffred deth for mpferpcorde and 
forpaf Be our orpgpnalfpnnes and 
therBp refecpd fro the pepne of helle g 

3 amenuſyd the pep of purgatorye 
The ſpyces of mifericorde Ben ag for 
fofcneandeRe for fo pene And for 
fo forpeucand for to refece. and for 
to haue ppte in herte and compaſſp⸗ 

on Of myſchyef of thyn euen cryſten 
And eRe chaſtyte there as nede ie. 
Another remedpe ayenſt auaryce is 
reſonable farges. But ſothſy her Be 
Houeth the confpderarton of out ford 
Fhefu Cryſt and of hte grace and 
of fis temporef goodpe and ce off 
the goodpe perdurable (Hat crift paf 
Bs. AndcKe to haue remembꝛaun⸗ 
of the deth that Ke (Hal depe and recep 
uc. And Fe woot not whan And eke 
that he (haf forgoon alle that he Gath 
dpfpendpd and goten in goodys. 
But for as moche ae ſomme follꝛe 
Ge vnmeſurable. men oughten eſche⸗ 
We foollargeſſe p men clepen waſte 

Levte fe that is foollarge he pes 
ueth pot hic catel But he leſyth his ca 
fe€ Lerfes what thyng that fe pe 
net for — as to minſtrals 
and to folke that Bere fis renome in 
the world Ge Bath d00 fpnne and no⸗ 
ne afines. Lertes Fe that leſyth fool 
fis qoodand feRpth no thynge But 
ſynne. Beis lyle to an Gore that fes 
f pth rather to drynlie dꝛoppy Water 
a trouBly thã water of the cfere welle 
ZTo hem appertepnen the malpfon f 
Cryſte (Gal yeue atte dap of dome to 
hem that (ful be dampned. 

Sequitur de Gula. 
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Fler auarpee comyth afoto. 
& nye. Whiche is eppreffea 

yenſt the commanoement - 
ef god, Glotonye tc vᷣnmeſurable 
appetpte to efe 02 to dꝛyn ke. or ellys 
to ete Bnemefnrablp ¢ out of tyme 
moze than nedeth 16 glotonye. This 
(pine conuptid al this worlde as is 

Wel ſhewyd in the ſynne of Adam c 
Eue.Lo eke what ſayth ſaynt pou 
(eof glotonye. hany men ſayth Ge 
Of whiche J haue oft ſayde you. and 
NOW fape it wepyng (Hat they be en 
hemypes of the croſſe of cryſt. Df wht 
che the ende is deth and of whiche her 
wombe is her god.and fer glorye in 
confuſion of hem that ſo ſeruyn er⸗ 
thelp thynges. He that is Bfaunt to 
this ſynne of glotonye. Hemapno 
ſynne wpthftonde He more be in fer 
uage of alle vyces for if is the deuyl 
lys Horde there he hydeth hym in and. 
teftpd. This ſynne hath many ſpy⸗ 
ces. Zhe firſt is dronRenes . that is 
the horꝛpble ſepilture of mannys re 
for: And therfore whan that mar 
is dron he he hath (oft His reſon and 
this is dedely ſynne. Hut certes wha 
a man is not Wont to ſtraunge dryn 
Ris ¢ perauerture bnowyth not the 
ſtrength of the dp Re 02 hath feble⸗ 
nes in his Hede or Hath traueylled thr 
ugh whiche he drynketh the more.all 
Be he ſodeynly caugh with dryn ke it 
is no dedely ſynne But venyal. he 
ſecond ſpyce of glotonye is. that the 
ſpiryte of a man waypth alle troble 
For don kenes bereueth hym diſcre 

cid of fis wyt Zhe third ſpice of gloto 
nye is whan a man deuoureth Spe 
mete and hath no rightful mane: of 
etyng. Zhe fourth 16 whan thrugh 
the grete habundaunce of fie mete. 
the Gumorre of hte Bodp Ben diſtem 
peryd The fyfthe is foryetefulnes by 
fomochedipnpng. for whichẽ a 
man forpetpth By the mozowe what 
Ge dpd ouer Lue: In another maner 
Ben diſtyncte the (pyces of afotonye 
after fapnt Gregore, Zhe firft is for 
to ete Before tpme. Lhe ſecõd is wha. 
aman getyth hym to defpcate mete 
Lhe thyrd is whan a mer taken to 
mykylouer mefue. 
Lhe fourth is curpofpte wyth grete 
entente to maken and apparapffe 
his mete. Zhe fpfthe is for to ete grez 
dyly. And thefe Ben the fyue fyngers 
of the deuyllys honde By Whiche he 
drawpythz follie to (pune. Apenft glo⸗ 
tonye is the remedye abſtynence off 
his Body and ſayth Galyene. but ỹ 
Golde J no¢merptorpe pf he doo Hit 
only for hele of hys body. Sapnt 
Auſtyn wole abſtynence Be do by 
vertu and wyth pacience. Abſtynen⸗ 
ce Ge faith ts lytyl worth But pf he ha 
ue good wyll. a But Ke Be enforcid by 
pacience ⁊ Bp charyte And pmendo 
It for goddys ſalꝛe. ¢ in hope to haue 
thc blyſſe in heuen The felawe of 
abſtynence ben attemperaunce that 
holdeth the mene in af thynges eRe 
(Game eſchewyth al dyſhoneſte ſuf 
fifaticep ſeketh no riche metys ne 
drynlies ne doth no force off none ou 
trageous appareylyng of mete. 



The Perfous Hale 

Alſo thar reyftrencth Bp reſon the 
delauye apetyte of etyng and dryn⸗ 
Kyng. Sobrenes alſo that reſtrey⸗ 
neth the outrꝛage of drynke. Spa⸗ 
ryng alſo that reſtreyneth the dylica⸗ 
te eaſe to ſytte long at hie mete. Wher 
fore ſomme folGe ftonder of fer o⸗ 
Wer wylle whan hep ete By caufe 
they wyl ete at faffe leyſer. 

Dequitur oe Lupuria. 

Fiter Glotenye thenne co + 
a@ smyth lecherye. foꝛ thyſe two 

ſynnys Ben ſo nygh cofpne 
that oft tyme they wyl not departe. 
God woot this ſyne is full dyſple⸗ 
ſaunt to god. frorGe fapde hym felff 
doo no fecherpe. And cherfore he put, 
teth gret pepnes apenft thre ſynne. 
Foꝛ in hold lawe if a woman thrat 
weretaken in thie ſynne fhe ſholde 
Be betyn wyth ſtauys to the deth. 
And pf fhe were a gentyl woman 
ſhe (hold Be ſlayn wyth ftones. And 
pf (Be were a byſſßoppys doughter 
foe hold Be Brent By goddps com 
maundement. Furthermore forthe 
ſynne of lecherye god dreynt affe the 
world, And after that he brent fyue 
cytees and ſan ke doun in to halle, 
Now fete Bs ſpelꝛe theane of the ſyn 
ne of fecherpe f men clepen aduoul⸗ 
trye thatis of weddpd fofRe that is 
to faye pf that one of hem Ber wed⸗ 
dpd 02 ellys Botfe. | 
Saynt Johan fapth thauowtrers 
ſhulle Bein aftpnRpng brennynge 

pptte of fyre and bremſton forleche⸗ 
rye is ly Kened to bremſtone for the 
ſtynkof Ger ordure. Certes the bere 
uyng and BreR png of thys Sacra⸗ 
ment is an horryblethyng. Hit wae 
made of God hym ſelf in paradpfe é 
confermed Bp Iheſu Lrpfte. 
As fapth Sapnt Mathew m the goſ 
pel A man ſhallete fader and moder 
and tae hym to hys wyf. And thep 
(Gal Ge two in onc fleſſh. This ſacta 
ment Beto heneth thr Rnpttpna to ap 
der of Lrpft holy chirche. ¢ not on 
fp that god forBad auowtry in de⸗ 
de. Dut eRe Fe commaunded p hor 
ſholdeſt not coucpte thy neygh bours 
wf. In this heeſt faith faint Auſtin 
Atmaner couctpfe to doo leeherye is 
forBoden. Lo what ſayth Saynt 
Wathew w the gofpef who fo feeth 
a woman fo couetyſe of hie luſt.he 
hath don lechery wyth her in his her 
te. Here may pe fe p not onfp the dede 
of this ſynne ie forBode but eRe the 
deſyte to do ſynne. This curſyd 
ſynne anoyeth greuouſſy hem that it 
haunte ¢ firft to the ſoule. For he ob 
figeth it to ſynne a to pepne of deth p 
16 perdurable. a to (he Bodp anopeth 
it greuoufly . For it drpeth hym. And 
of his Blood Fe mak pth facrafpfe to 
the fende of helle. hit waſtyth hie car 
tel and his fubftaunce.c certes pf hit 
Ge a foul thing aman to Wafte Kye 
catef or Women . pet is it a foufer 
China p Han for ſuche ordure wo⸗ 
mer) ſpenden vpon men Ger catell « 
fubftance. This ſynne as ſayth the 
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prophicte beꝛeueth aman ca Word 
Ret good fame and affe fer honoure 
And it is ful plapfaunt tothe deuyl 
For ther by wpnneth Ke the moft par 
Cpof this World. And right as a 
marchaunt delyteth hym mooſt in 
chaffare that he hath moſt auaunta 
ge of. Kyght ſo delyteth the fende in 
this ordure. This is that other hand 
Of the deuyl wyth fyue fingres to cat 
che the pepfeto thie vilonie The firſt 
fynger is the foule lo beyng of the fol 
woman that fleth right as the Gafify 
cok ficeth folie Bp the Benpm) of his 
ſyght foꝛ couctpfe of the eyen folo⸗ 
weth the couetyſe of the herte. The 
ſecond fynger te the Bplapns tou⸗ 
chyng in WpcRedmaner. And ther⸗ 
fore ſayth Salamon. That who fo 
touchyth and handelyth a woman. 
He faryth Cpe hym that handeleth 

the ſcorpyon that ſtyngeth and ſo⸗ 
deynly trap thrugh his enuenymyng 
02 as who fo touchyth pitche Be ſhen 
dyth his fyngrys. The third is foule 
worꝛdes that faryth lyke fyre p Bren 
nyth that right anon brennyth the 
herte. Zhe fourth is Bpff{pna.c trew 
fy he were a grete foole p wold baſſe 
the mouth of a bꝛennyng ouyn 02 of 
a furneys And more foofie Ber thep 
that Apf{ern in Bplonpe for p mouth 
is the mouthe of helle. . 

And namefy thyſe ofde do 
tardys holours pet wyl thep Kyſſe 
though hep may not do and ſmater 
hem Lertes they be fLpRe to houndys 
Foran Found whan he comypth By 
the Koſer or Bp other benchys pf Ge 

may not piffe pet wyl he heue Bp his 
legge and make contenaunce to piſſe 
And foꝛ that man wenyth that he 

may not ſynne fo lichorouſnes that 
he doth wyth his wyf. Lertes that 
opynyon is fals Good woot a man 
map fle him felf with his owen knif 
and make hym d:0nk wyth his o⸗ 
Wen forte, Lertes Beit wyf or chyld 
or woꝛldly thynge that he louyd Bez 
fore god it is his mawment. and he 
is an ydolaſtre. man ſhold loue his 

wyf Bp dyſcrecion paciently and at⸗ 

temperatly. a than is ſhe as though 

(Ge were his ſuſter. The fpftie fyn⸗ 
ger of the deuyllys honde is the ſtyn 
Kyng dede of lecherye. he gtppeth 
hym Bp the reynes for fo thro we him 

in to the furneys of Gelfe. thete as 
they Hal haue the fpre and the wor⸗ 
mys thatenct (fal Caftpn . Weppng 
a walyng.ſharpe hunger and thirſt 
Griſlynes of deuyllys that ſhul atte 
to trede hym wythout reſpite ¢ wyth 
outen ende. Df fecherpe as Jſayd 
ſourden dyuerſe ſppres as fornyca⸗ 
cion pis Betwopy mar and Woman 
that Ber not marped ¢ thie is dedely 
ſynne ¢ apenft natute ¢ diſtructiõ to 
nature is ayenſt nature Perfey the te 
for teſlyth hym eRe that it is dedely 
ſynne for as moche ac god forbad fe. 
cherpe.¢ faint Poufe peurcth him the 
tegne pic dtteto ho wpahe .Butto 
Hemp dono dedefp finne.anothe ſyn 
of lecherye is to bereuen a mayde off 
her maydenhede. for certes he p fo dot 
Ge catchid. a mayde out of the hieſt de 
gre pis in thie preſent lyf. ¢ Bevineth 
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her that pꝛetioiis frupt chat the Bok 
clepeth (he hondred frupt.F can fape 
it none offer wyſe m Engliſſh. Gut 
in latyn te hyght centeſimus fructꝰ 
Certes he that fo doth is cauſe of 
many dommages ¢ vyloneys moo 
thay onp man cayteRene. Ryght 
as fe fomtpme is cauſe of affe dom⸗ 
magys that beſtys d00 in the felde p 
BreBeth the hedge of the coffute thru 
ghe whiche Ge diftropeth p map not 
Be teftorpd. Foꝛ cettes nomoꝛe map 
mapdenfede Be reftored. (hah an ar⸗ 
me that is ſmyten fro the Boop map 
retorite ayen to Wepe. She may haz 
uc mercp (his woot F wef. pf fhe do 
penptence. But neuer ſhal it Be:but p 
ſhe is corrupt. And af Beit fo that J 
haue fpoke ſomwhat of auoultrye 
itis good to ſhewe mo perilſys that 
longen to auoultrye for to eſchewe 
the fonle ſynnys of aduoultrye. In 
latyn it for to ſaye thapprochyng of 
another mannys Bed thrugh which 
they that were one fleſſß habounden 
Ber bodyes to otfer perfones. Df 
this ſynne as fapth the wyſe man co 
me many harmys.fitſt bꝛe la yng off 
fepth.¢ certes feyth is keye of cryſtẽ⸗ 
dome. And whan that heye is bro⸗ 
Ben c fom certeyn cryſtendom flan + 
deth wythout frupt. This ſynne is 
eRe theft forthefte generally to ſpe⸗ 
Re of .is for to teue a thpng of ama 
apenft hie wyl. Lertes this is the 
fouleſt thefte that map Be whan a, 
woman ftefeth fer Bodp from fer 
huſbond ¢ peucth it to her holour to 

) 
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defoule it. and ſteletßz Het ſoule from 
cryſt and yeueth hit ¢o the deuyll. 
This ts a foule theft for to ftele and 
Brefie the chatis. for thpfe aduout 
treris BreGen the tempfe of god fpert 
tuelly and ſtelen the Bef{elof grace. 
Bhat te the Body and the forte. Foz 
whiche Cryſt ſhalle deffrope hem as 
fapth fapnt Poule. Dothlp of this 
thefte doubtyd gretelp Joſeph. whan 
that his lordes wyf prayed hym off 
Bpfortpe whan fe ſayde. Lo my lady 
ow my fordve hath take to me vn⸗ 
dcr mp Warde aff that he Fath Bnder 
thie woꝛſde. Meno thyng is out of 
my power Gut onfp pe p Be hys wyf 

And how fold Ithenne d00 thre 
WwpceRedhes and ſynne foo horryble 
ayenſt god. Afas af to ſytyl tc fiche 
froutfenow J Hunde. Zhe thytde 
harme is, the fylthe thrugh whiche 
they Bree the commaundement off 
God and defoute the cuter of Fer ma 
trymonye that is Cryſt. Foꝛ certe⸗ 
in fo myleyl as the ſacremẽt of mas 
ryage ts fo noble and fo dpane foo 
moche tt is (he gretter fynne (o bre⸗ 
Ge it for god made marpage in pa 
radyſe in the ftate of Innocencye to 
mufteplpe ma inde fo the feruice of 
god. herforets the brelꝛyng therof 
greuous. Df whiche brekyng come 
fals heytes. often tyme p wrongfulſy 
occupyen folkes herytages. ⁊ therfo 
re wylcriſt put Hem out of fe regne 
Of heuen that is herptage to good fof 
Re. Of this BreRpna comyth 
eGe that folRe Snwaar wedde. D2. 
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ſynne wpth her owen Kynrede. And 
namely the herlottis that haunten 
boꝛdellys. Thyſe fool women mowe 
be lylened to a comyn gonge where 
as men purhe her ordure. What ſaye 
we eRe of putriers that lyuen By the 
horryble ſynne of putrye. and con z 
ſtreyn wommen. ye ſomme her owen 
wyupys 02 his chylde as don thyſe ba 
wopsto pelde her a certeyn rente of 
her bodely putrye. Certes thyſe Ber 
curſyd ſynnys. Vnderſtonde pe eGe 
that aduoultrye is ſetle comynly in 
the ten commaundementis betwene 
theft and manſlaughter. for it is the 
gretteſt thefte that may Be. Forit te 
thefte of body and of ſo wle And it is 
lpke to homycyde. Foꝛ it leruyth a 
two hem that firſt were made one 

fleſſh. 
ſhold Geflapy. But neuertheles By 
the lawe of Iheſu crpft that is the la 
We of pyte whan fe ſayd to the wo⸗ 
man (hat Was founde in auoutrye. 
and ſhold haue be ſlayn wyth ſtones 
after the wyll of the Jewps ae was 
her lawe. Goo quod Iheſu cryſt and 
haue ro moꝛe wylle to. doo fpnne. 
Dothlp vengeaunce of aduoultrye 
is awarded to the peyne of helle. 

But it be dyſtourbyd wyth penaũce 
pet ben there mo ſpyces of thie cue 

ſyd ſynne as whan that one of therm 
is reſpgyous 02 ef fps bothe. or of fol: 
Ke that Ber entrid m to ordre as fub 
delyn. oꝛ delkyn. preſt or Fofpitaters 
And euer the hyer that Ge is in ordre 

the gretter is the ſynne. For thep ha⸗ 
ue made grete vo wys to kepe chaſty 

And By the olde lawe they 
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= te... This ſynne of brekyng offhys 
auo we of chaſtyte is whan he recey⸗ 
cd order. And ſoth itis that holy or⸗ 
der is chyef of alle the treſour of god 
and is a ſpecial ſygne and marke of 
chaſtyte which that is the mooſt prez 
cpous fpf thatis.. AndeRe this or⸗ 
dꝛed fol lee Ber ſpeciallytitled to god 
for whiche whan they doo dedely ſyn 
ne.thep ben the ſpecial traytours off 

god and of fis peple. For they lpue 
By the peple to pꝛaye for the peple. 
And wiples they Be ſuche traytours 
her prapere auaple not fo the people 
Preeftps Ber as aungellys as By the 
myſterp of fer dpanpte. Dut forſoth 
Sapnt Poule ſayth hat fathanes 
tranſfourmeth hym in an aungel of 
lyght Sothſy the preeftthat haun⸗ 
tyth ſynne he map BefpRenyd fo an 
aungel of derlenes traunf{fourmed 
in to an aungel of lyght. He femeth 
an aungef of pat. ut forfoth fe 
is an aungefof derlenes. Duche pre 
ſtis Ben the fone of hely as is ſſewed 
in the Boo of kynges that they wes 
te the ſonys of Befpal. that is the de⸗ 
uyl. Welpalisto fape wptheuter 
Fuse. And fo faren hep. Hem thyn⸗ 
eth that thep Ge free and haue noo 
Tugs nomore than hath a free Bole 
that taR pth whpchecowethat Bp 
fpGeth in the toun. Do faren thep Bp 
Women. For right as a 
free bole is pnough for affe a toun. 

Kyght ſo is a corrupte Preeſte y⸗ 
nougßh for alle a pariſſhe or a con⸗ 

tre. Th yſe preſtis as ſayth the Book 
know not the myniſtery of preſthod 
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to the people ne to god ne they holde 
hem not apayed as fapth the Booke 
Of fodery fleyſſh (hat was to hem of⸗ 

fryd but thep taBe By force the fest 
that is rawe. Leries right fo thyſe 
ſhrewys holde hem not a payed off 
roſtyd fleſſh and ſoden wyth whirhe 
the peple feden hem in grete reueren⸗ 

Ce But they wyl haue rawe fleſſhe 
as follꝛys wyuys and fer dough⸗ 
ters, And certes theyſe women that 
conſentyng to Ger harlotys do grete 
Wrong to crpfte and to holy chyrche 
to afte halowys and to alle fowtys. 
$02 thep bereuen hem alle that ſhold 
woꝛrſhyp cryſt and holy chitche And 
alſo to prayen foꝛ alle cryſten ſoulis 
And therfore haue ſuche preftps and 

her lemmans that conſentyng fo fer 
lecherye the malyſon of the cꝛyſten 
court tpl they come to amendement. 
The thirde ſpyce of aduoultry is ſom 

tpme betwyyx a nan and his wyf. 
And that is Whar thep ta ke noo tes 
Garde in theyr aſſemblyng But onfp 
for fleſſiy defpte ac fapth fapnt Fhe s 
tome and reche of nothyng But thep 
Be affemBlpd by cauſe they Be marys 
€d. ALis good p uough ac thpnReth 
fofcm. Butt in fuche folke Fath 
the deuyl power ac fapde the aungel 
raphael to Tobye. For in Her affem 
blyng thep put Iheſu Lrpfie out off 
Ger Ferte .and peuc hem ſelf to afor + 
dure The fourth ſpice is of hemp aſ⸗ 
ſemblyn By fer Kynrede o2 of hem p 
Ben of one affynyte. Dr effps wpth 
Gein WptG wor Her faders had de 
fyd wpth the ſynne of fecherpe, This 

ſynne mak pth hem lylie houndes p 
talen none hede of kynrede. And cee 
tes parentela is in two manets. or 

ghooſily. fleſſßly. ghooſtly is for to 
delyn wpth her goſſphs. Foꝛ right 
fo as a godfader is Ger fader ſppry⸗ 
duel, Foꝛ Whiche a woman map in 
no leſſe (pune ſemble wpth her sof + 
ſyb than Wpth herowen Broder The 
fyfthe ſpnne is h abhomynable ſyn⸗ 
ne of whiche no man ought to ſpe⸗ 
Gc of tte wꝛyte. neuertheles it ts open 
fp refer (edn Golp wryt. Lertes holy 
wept map not Be defoufed more (he 
the fonne (hat ſhyneth on a donGple 
Another ſynne appertepneth to leche 
rpe Chat cometh in fleppng. And thie 
ſynne cometh ofte to Gem that Ber 
mapdens andeBe to hem that Ber 
contept. And this ſynne is cleped pol 
lucpon. That cometh in foure mans 
ners.’ Somtpme it cometh of lang⸗ 
uyſſhyng of the Body of man, Som 
tyme it cometh of Infirmpte for the 
febfenes of the vertue retentif as phi 
{ph mak pth mencpon. Somtyme 

of furfete of mete and dorpnGe. And 
para rh Bpofente thoughtis Hp 
Ben encloſyd in mãnys mynde wha 
he goth to ſlepe. whiche map not Be 
Wpthoutfpine For whiche men 

Repehem wyſely. oꝛ ellps map they 
ſynne greuouſly. Now cometh reme 
dpe apenft fecherpe.c Pie generally 
chaftpte c contynẽce that teftepneth 

afdpfordpnate meuyngys p compn 
of fleſſhly talentys. And euer the 
gretter merpte ſhalle he hane chat ves 
freynettz moſt the wyclaed buffing 
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2 ardenre of this fpune. And this is 
in (Wo maners that is to faye chaſ⸗ 
tyte of manpage and chaftpte of wy⸗ 
dowsede. Now ſhalt thou vnderſtõ 
de that matromonye ie lefful aſſem 
blyng of man and woman that tes 
ceyuen the Bertue of the ſacrament. 
The bonde whiche that may not be 
departyd in al her lyf. thys is to fare 
Wiples they lyue bothe This is as 
ſayth the boole a ful grete ſacrement 

od made it us Jhaue ſayd in pas 
radyſe and wold hym ſelf Be Bom in 
marpage. And for fo halo we marya 
Gehe was afte weddynge where he 
tourned water in to wyn. 
Was the firſt myracle phe wꝛought 
asp erthe fo fore his dyſciples. The tre 
We effect of marpage clenſyth fomypes 
cacomxceend replenyſſheth holy chpes 
che of gaod lygnage. For ac the ende 
of maryage chaungyth dedely ſynne 
in to venyal bytwene hem that Beery 
weddyd ¢ ma Kyth the hertes al one 
as Wel of hem as the bodyes. This 
is Berp maryage that is ſtablyſſhed 
by cod o2 that ynne Began whan 
naturel lawe Was in his right point 
ih paradys And it was ordeyned h a 
woman (hold haue but one man.as 
ſayth ſaynt Anſtyn by many refons 
Fpyrſt that maryage is fygured Bes 
twene cryſt and holy chirche. And 
another is that a man is hede of the 
womã afeg ite By ordenauce it ſhold 
Ge alſo For yfa Woman had mo mẽ 
Han one. thenne ſßold he haue moo 
Heedrs (Han one. And hat were ay 

wßiche 

torryblethzynges Geforegod. And 
eRe a woman myght not plefe mas 
ny folReattonce. And alſo there 
(Golo neuer Be pees ue recft amonge 
Betsy fox eucrich wold afke his owen 
fipng. And forther more noman 
ſhold Bnawe fis owen engendrure 
ne Whe (hold haue fis erptage. And 
the woman fold Ge faffe louyd fro 
thetpinep [He were commppt wpthz 
manp, Now compth foba mean 
(hold Gere hym wyth His wyff and 
namely in Ce thyngys pis to ſaye ĩ 
ficffratice t in reuerẽce ¢ this ſſewpd 

fyrſt Cryſt whan he fytſt woman 
For he made her not of Adame Heed. 
Foꝛ ſhe (Fold not haue to grete fords 

ſhpp For there as the Woman hath 
the maſtrye fhe makith to moche dif 
aray. There nede none enſaumplys 
of this. Theyperpence that we haue 
dap Bp dap ought to ſiffyce. Alſo cet 
tes ne he made not the woman of the 
feet of Adan. For fhe ſhold not Bee 
holde to lowe Fo2 fe can not pacieut 
fy (uffte ut god made woman off 
the Ryb of Adam. for woman 
fjofd Ge folowe vnto man. Wan 
(Gold Bere fp to Gps wyf. in faytz 
i trouth ¢ in loue As faith faint poule 
and that men (fold foue fie wyf as 
cryſt dyd holy chirche that louyd it fa 
Wet ỹ he deped for it. Do ſhold a ma 
for hie wpf yf it were cde, Now 
how fa woman ſholde be ſubgetto 
her GufBond ptelfpth Saint Peter t 
eRe as ſayth the decre.A woman as 
fong as fiers a wyf. (fe Gath none 
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auctoryte to ſwere ne to Bere wytnes 
wythout leue of her huſſond. And 
alſo ſhe ſhold be honeſt and attempe 
rat of aray. J wote wel that they 
{Hof fette her entent to pleſe Ger huſ⸗ 
bond. But not Bp queyntiſe of fer a⸗ 
rape. Dapnt Iherome fapth chat wp 
ups Ben aparaylled in fpfRe and in 
purpure map not clothen hem in ihũ 
cryſt. Dapnt Gregore ſayth eGe p 
no wyght ſeketh no precious araye 
But only veyn gloꝛie fo Be honoured 
the moze beforn the peple. it is grete 
foſye a waman to haue grete ataye 
outward ¢ her feffto Be foul inward 
A wyf (Guld eRe Ge meſurable. in fa 
Kyng ·in beryng and in lawyng « 
dyſcrete in al her wordes and Her des 
des And aboue all worldly thynges 
fhe ſhold haue her huſpond wyth aff 
her herte and to hym Be trewe of Ger 
Bodp.Do fhold euery hulbond eRe 
Be trewe to fie wyf. Fo2 fpthen alle 
the Body te the huſbondes foo ſhold 
her herte Ge alſo. oꝛ ellys there is be⸗ 
tpn Hen two no parf igh manage 
ac in that. Zhan fhalle a man vn⸗ 
derſtonde that for thre thynges a mã 
and fie wyf mowe aſſemble. Zhe 
fitft for thentent of gendrure of chyl 
dren fo the ſerupſe of god. Foꝛ certes 
that is the caufe of matrpmo 
ny. That other is to yelde eueryche of 
hem the dette of her body: For nether 
of hem hath power of Gis owen bo⸗ 
dp. Zhe third is for theſchewe leche + 
tye and vylonye The fourth forfoth 
is dedefp ſynne. As to the firft itis 

metptorpe. The ſecond alſo for 
the decre fapth fe hath meryte forp 
(6c pefopth to Ket huſbond the dette 
of fcr Bodp. pe though it Be apenft 
her ſykyng and theluſt of Ger herte. 
Che third maner whiche te teſchewe 
lecherpe. Jholde it no dedely ſpnne. 
But many of thyſe Ge not wythout 
venyal ſynne for the corrupcion and 
delyte therof. BWhe fourth maner is 
to vnderſtonde yfthat they aſſemble 
only for amerouſe ſoue and for none 
Of tHe forfapd cauſys But for taccom 
plyſſh the bꝛennyng defpte they recRe 
newer Gow ofte. Dothlp it is a dedefp 
ſynne⸗And pet wyth forowe ſomme 
follke wyl peyne hem moꝛe to do thã 
her apetit ſuffyſeth. The ſecond maz 
net of chaſtyte is to be clene wodowe 
to eſchewethe braſyng of man and 
fo deſyre thembraſynge of Iheſu 
CLryſt Thyſe Ber tho that haue Ber 
wyuys and haue forgoon her huf⸗ 
bondes. And eke woman that haue 
doon fecherpe. And Be releuyd By pe s 
naunce. And certes pf that a Wif ean 
Kepe fer alfe chafte by fpcence of Ger 
huſb ond. fo p ſhe gaf no caufener 
none occafpon that he agplted, 
Hyt were to her grete meryte. Theſe 
maner of Women p obſeruen chaſty 
te muſt Be cfene in herte as wet as in 
Bodp and in thought and meſurable 
in clothyng and ty contenaunce aB z 
fipnentfp etyng and in dxpnBpnge . 
In ſpelyng and in dede. And thenne 
ic fhe Beffel of the Bowe of the bleſſid 
chaudeleyn that fulfylle holy chuche 

ki, 
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ful of good odour. The thyrd mas 
nec of chaſtyte ie itgynyte 
And it Befoupth that fhe be holy in 
Herte and cleneof Bodp. Thenne is 
(Ge the ſpouſe to Iheſu Cryſte. And 
ſhe is the lpf of aungeffps . ſhe is the 
preyſyng of this world and ſhe is ae 
thpfe martirs in Regalye. She hath 
in her that tunge may not telle. 
Vprgynyte Bare our ford Ihũ Criſt 
And virgynyte was hym felf. Ano: 
ther remedye ayenſt lecherye is ſpecy 
ally to wythdrawe ſuche thynges as 
xeuyn occacion fo that Hplonye as e⸗ 
tyng and drynkyng. For certes 
whan the pot boyleth ſtrongly. Zhe 
Heft remedpe is to wpthorawe the fp 
re. Slepyng long in grete qupete is 
eke a grete noryce to fecherpe. Ano, 
ther remedye apenft lecherye ie that 
@ woman oꝛ man eſchew companye 
Of fem Bp whiche Ge demeth to Be 
temptpd for affe Be tt fa that the dede 
Be wythhſtonde pet is there grete temp 
tacion. Sothly a whyte wal al thou 
GH it bꝛene not fully By the ſtyn Ling 
of a candel. pet is the Wal Black off 
the lyght. In lylee wyſe oftetpmes 
fuche perſones haue euplf name By 
caufethep drawe in Bicious compa 
nye. welofte tyme haue F redde that 
no mas truſt in Gis owey perfection 
Gut he Be ſtrenger than Samſon. 
Holyer thay Dauyd. wyſer than 
Salamon. Now after as J haue de 
claꝛed pow as Ican of the vii. dede⸗ 
fp ſpnnes and ſomme of fer braun⸗ 
ches and Ke remedpes. Sothly pf J 

coude FI wold teffe pore the ey com s 
maundementis butſo hygh a doce 
tryne Jlete to dyuynes. Dut neuer⸗ 
theles Jtruſt to god they Be touched 
in this tretpfeeucriche of hem alle. 

Ad hue fecunda pare penitencic. 

Dw as to the fecond par: 
n te of penptenceit font in cõ 

feſſpon of mouth as J Bev 
gan ty Ge ſecond chapptte to fore. 
Daynt Auſtyn fapth ſynne is in e⸗ 
uery worde and in euery dede. And 
alle that men coueten apenſt the la⸗ 
we of Iheſu Cryſt And thie is for to 
ſynne in herte in mouth atid in dede 
By the fpue wpttpe. that Ben ſyght. 
Geerpng ſmellyng.taſtyng 02 ſauo⸗ 
ryng attd ſelyng. Now isit Good to 
vnderſtonde (he circumſtaũcis that 
agrudgen mpB yl cuery ſynne. 
Thou ſhalt conſydere what thou art 
that doſt the ſynne. wheter thow Be 
male oꝛ female. yong oꝛ olde. gentyl 
02 thral. fre oꝛ ſeruaut. wyſe oꝛ fool. 
Goof 02 fpBe. wedded oꝛ ſingle. ordred 
o2 vnoꝛdꝛed.clercla oꝛ ſeculer. yf 
ſhe Be of the kynrede bodyly oꝛ ghoo 
fifp or none. a mayden or Mone, in 
maner of homicide o2 none. hoꝛryble 
grete ſynne or ſmal. and how longe 
thou haſt contynued in ſynne. 
he thyrd Circumſtaunce is the pla 
re Where thou haſt don ſypnne. whe 
ther in other mennys howſis oz in 
thyn owen. In felde o2 in chirche o2 
in chyryerde. Fn chirche dedycate oꝛ 
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_ ton. Foꝛ pf the chirche were halowed 
and man 02 woman ſpylle hys Kyn 
de wythin (at place bp wep of ſyn⸗ 
neor Bp wicked temptacion the chir⸗ 
che Were enterdyted tyl it were recon 
ciled By the Bp(fjop: And the preeft 
ſholde Be enterdpted that dyde ſuche 
Bploripe. terme of his lyf and heſhold 
nomore ſynge maffe.and pf he dpde 
he ſhold d00 dedely ſynne atte cuerp 
tyme that he ſong maſſe. The fourth 
carcumſtaunce is Bp fuche medpa z 
fours ac Sp meſſangers or for enty⸗ 
ſement or for cdfentement to Bete cz 
patipe wyth felawſhyp. Formas 
np onc foz to Gere felawſhyp wyl go 
to the deuyl of helle. Foꝛ thep that 
eggyn 02 conſentyn fo the ſynne Ben 
parteners to the ſynne ¢ of the damp 
nacion ofthefpnnar, The fpfthe 
ts how matty tymes that he hath ſyn 
ned and it Be in his mynde. and how 
oft he hath falfe. for hethat ofte 
fallyth in ſynne he defppfeth the mer 
Cp Of god and cricref pth Gis ſynne. 
Andis Buk pnde fo god And Ge wep 
pth the more feble to wythſtonde ſyn 
ne. And ſynnethz the more lyghtly. 
And the Cater arpfeth . and the more 
efcheweth for to ffrpuchpm. And 
namely to hym that hath Ber Gis cõ⸗ 
fef{our For whiche that fofRe whan 
thep falle ayen in Ker ofde folpes thep 
forfetery Fer ofde confeffours af Ster 
fy. D: elſys thep departen her ſhrifte 
in dyuerſe places. Dut fothlp fuche 
departyd ſhryfte deferupth no mercp 
of godforficfpnnes. The ſyxte 

circumſtaunce ia this Why fa mary 
ſynneth. as Bp what temptacion. 
And of bpm ſelf procure thylla temp 
tacpon.oz By excytyng of offer folk 
02 pf (hore ſynne wyth a woman By 
force 02 Bp Her owen aſſent. Dz pfa 
waman madre her heed Katte Ge en⸗ 
forced 02 not. Whether for couctypfe 
02 poueꝛte. Allthis (Halt thor tefle:« 
pfit was her vrocurpng o2 no and 
alle ſuche maner thynges. The ſe 
uenth circumſtaunce is ty what ma 
her Ge Hath doon his ſynne. or ho w p 
(Be hath ſuffryd How folRe haue don 
fo her. and of the fame ſhalle the mã 
telle afte the circumſtauncis. 
And pf hat Ke aue ſynned wyth cos 
myn boꝛdel women 02 none. in fafz 
tyng typmes or none.oꝛ doon His ſyn 
ne in holy tymes o2 none. oꝛ beforn 
bys ſhryft. oꝛ after hys fatter (hrpfte 
t Gath pauẽtur therfor bꝛo Re his pes 
naũce eniopned. Bt whos help cwhos 
counceyl. by ſorcery o2 craft.al muſt 
betolde thyſe thynges after that they 
be grete or ſmale and grudge the con 
ſcience of mary or woman . And eRe 
the preeft that is the Fuge map the 
Better Beaupfpd of hys Fuaemene . 
In yeuynghys penaunce. and Chat 
foal Be after fiscontrpcion, foꝛ 
Buderftonde wel hat after tyme p 
aman hath defouled fps Baptpfine 
By ſynne. yfhe wyl cometo ſauaciõ 
there is none other weye but penaun 
ce and ſheyft and ſatyſfaction. And 
namely Bp the two. pf there Bea ron 
feſſour to whom He may ſhryue him 

k 
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And that he firft be Bervp contrp 
te and repentaunte And the thprd pf 
Ke hauclpf fo perfourme tt. Thenne 
ſhalle man lolee and confpdere pf he 
wylmaRe a trwe and a proffytable 
confeſſyon. there muft Be foute con, 
dictions. firſt it muſt Be m forowful 
bitterneſſe of herte as ſayd the Rpng 
£2echye to god J wyl remembꝛe aff 

the perps of mp ſyf in the bytterneſſe 
of my Herte. This condycion of byt⸗ 
ternes hath fyue ſpgnes. The firſt is 
that confeſſion muſt be ſhamefaſte 
stot for to couetyn ne to hyde his ſyn 
ne ut for Fe hath agylted Gis god ¢ 
defouled fis foule.And herof fapth 
Saynt Aufipy. Dhe herte traueileth 
for flame of hys ſynne. And for Ge 
Hath grete ſßamefaſtnes. he is digne 
to haue grete mercp. whiche was the 
confeffion of the puplycane p wolde 
not lefte Bp Hie epen to heuen. For he 
Offendpd god of feucn. For whiche 
ſhamefaſtenes Ge fad foft anoone 
the mercy of god.  Andtherfore 
fapthfapnt Auſtyn. That ſuche ſha⸗ 
mefaſt ſollꝛe ber next foryeuenes g 
remyſſyon. That other ſynne ie haz 
mplite of confeſſpon of whiche ſayth 
ſaynt peter Humbleth pou vnder the 
myghty honde of god in confeſſpon 
For therby god foryeueth the ſynnes 
for he allone Fath power. This hu⸗ 
mylyte ſhal Be in herte and in ſygne 
outwarde. For ryght as he hath hu⸗ 
mylite to god in his herte Right ſoo 
ſoold Ge humble his bodoiutward to 
the preeft hat ſytteth in goddes place 
For whiche m no maner. ſythnys p 

cryſt is foucrepi and the preeſt mene 
and medpatout bytwene crpfiec the 
fonnar. And the ſynnar is leſſe bp 
weye of reſon. Zhan (Gold not the 
ſynnar ſytte as hygh as his confeſ⸗ 
four. Gut hnele Bpforn hym 02 at hie 
fect But pf maladye deſtourbe it. 
Foꝛ he ſhal not take Bepe who fpe 
there But in whos place he ſytteth. 
A mas that hath trefpaced to a ford 
and compth for fo apemetcp ¢ mas 
Ke fis accorde and fette Rpm) doun a 
non Bp theford. Wen wold holde 
hym outrageous and not Worthy fo 
fone to haue re myſſyon ne mercy. 

The thprd ſygne is thatthe (Gtpf 
fe (fold Be foul of teris pf man map 
Wepe. And pf aman map not 
Wepe wyth His bodely eper lete hym 
wepe in his herte. Duche was the 
confeſſpon of Saynt Deter. 
For after he had forfake Iheſu Criſ 
te he went out and wepte ful bitterly 

The fourth ſygne is that he lete 
not for ſhame to ſhryue hym and ſhe 
We hym hys confeffpor. 
Was the confeſſpon of chawdelene. 
Gat fpared for too ſßame of hem 
that were atthefefte. Foꝛ to goo 
fo Dur Lord Iheſu Lrifte and Ge s 
Gnowe to hym her fpnne, 
The fpfte ſygne ie that man and wo 
man Ge obepſaunt to receyue thhe pe⸗ 
naunce that te enioyned hem. 
Foꝛ certes Iheſu Cryſte for the gylte 
of one md Was obedyent to the deth 
Efe fecond condycion of verry cons 
fef{pon is that it be haſtelp doon. 

For certes yf a man had a dedeſp 
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wounde etter the fender he taryed 
to waryſſhe Hpi). the more Wolde Fit 
compte cnd haſte hym fo hys deth. 

And eRe the wounde be the woꝛſe 
forte hele. Ryght fo faryth ſynne 
that longe tyme is in a mary vnſhe⸗ 
wed. Certes a man oiight haſtely to 
ſhewe fic ſynne for many caufes , 
And for drede of deth that cometh 
oft tyme fo ſodenly and ia in no cer z 
teyn what tyme it Hal be ne in what 
place And eke the lenger he tarpeth 
the ferther tc he fro Lryſt. And pf Ge 
abeyde vnto fie faft dape. ſcarcely 
map fe ſhryue 02 amende hym for 
hys fpiip) o2 repete hym for the gre 
tous maladpe of fis deh. And for 
a6 moche ae Ke Gath not his fpf her 
Genpd Iheſu Cryſte whan Ge hath 
fpo Ber vnto hym Ge (hal crpe Bito 
out Lord at hie laſt day and (Rar - 
cely He (halle Ker Ren hym vnderſton 
dep his condpcion muft haue foure 
thpnace fieſt hat hy ſhryfte be pur 
ueyed a fore and auyſed. And that a 
man can ſhryue hym of hys ſynnes 
Be it of pꝛyde oꝛ of enuye t foo forth 
wyth the ſpyces and citcumftarncis 
And that he haue comprefendpd in 
His mynde the nombꝛe and the grete⸗ 
nes of his ſpnnes and how longe fe 
Hath leyen in ſynne and eRe that fe 
be contrpte of fic ſynnes and Be in 
fiedfaft purpoos Bp the grace of god 
neuer efte to falle apen in to ſynne fo 
whyche Geis enclyned Alſo thou ſhal 
ſtzryue the of alle thy ſynnes to one 
man ⁊ not parcelmele fo one man a 

parcelmele to another. Than is it to 
Be vnderſtonde in thentent to parten 
thy confeſſpon ac foꝛr ſhame or dꝛede 
foꝛ it nys but ſtranglyng in the fou 
le. For certes Iheſu Cryſt is al good 
in hym te none Imperfection: And 
therfore he foꝛyeueth af parfyghtly. 
and ellys neuer a deel. J ſaye not pf 
thou be aſſyned to the penetauncer 
for certeyn ſynne that thou art boun 
de fo ſhewe hym althe remenaunt of 
thy ſynnes of whiche (Gow haſt Be 
fixpuer of thy curate But pf it fpRe 
the of thyn humylyte. this 16 no de⸗ 
partyng of ſhryft. ne J fap not there 
as J fpcke of deupfyon of confeſſyõ 
that yfthou haue lycence fo f6rpue 
the to a diſcrete ¢ an Goneft preeft « 
Where the fpGeth.. and Bp the lycence 
of (hp curate. p thou nemapft well 
fGrpue thc of al hy ſynnes. But leet 
No Blot Befipnde, feteno fpnne Be vn 
tolde ac fer as thon Haft remẽebraun 
ce, And whan thou ſhalt be (Frpuery 
of thp curate. teffc hym eRe al the ſyn 
hee that thou haſt don ſyth thou we 
te faft ſßreuyn. Affo he Serp ſhryfte 
af pth certepy condycions. firſt 

tor (att (prin the By chy fee wylt 
not conſtrened ne for fhame of folRe 
ne for maladye 02 ſuche thpnaes. for 
itis reſon p He that trefpaccth By hys 
ftce wyl confeſſe his trefpaag.ne nos 
ne other man ſhal telle hys ſynne. ne 
wrath hym apenft the preeft for fipe 
amoneſſhyng te fete hys fynne. The 
fecond condpcion te that hp ſhryfte 
Belavoful.f is to fap.thou ſhriueſt 

he fu 
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fhe. fe the prceft that heryth thy cd 
feſſyon Ben Gerelp uy the fepth of so z 
fy chitche. and that a mean Be not de, 
ſpeyred of the mercy of Iheſu Lrpft 
as Lapin and Judas were, And ehe 
a man muſt accuſe hym (elf of hys 
Orn treſpaas g not another. Out 
He ſhal blame and wyte hym ſelf off 
Of his owen malice and of fis ſynne 
and none other. But neuertheles yff 

another man Bp encheſon of enty⸗ 
ſyng of Gis ſynnes.or pf the eftate of 
a perfone Be ſuche Bp whiche hisſyn 
ne is agredgyd 02 ellys that Be map 
not pleynly ſhryue But Ge telle the 
perſone whicke Hath ſynned wyth. 
thenne map Ke telle. Do that his en⸗ 
tente be not to bacbyte the perfone . 
bitt only to declare ips confeſſpon. 
Thou ſhal eke make no fefprugery 
thy confeſſpon for humiſyte Pera⸗ 
uen ture to ſaye that thou haft doon 
ſynnes of whiche thou were neuer 
Gpltp. For ſaynt Auſtyn ſayth. yf 
thou By cauſe of humylyte mak pft 
a leſyng of thy ſelf though thou we⸗ 
re not in ſynne afore. pet art thou ty 
ſynne thenne thrugh thy fefpnge. 
Thou Halt eke ſhewe thy ſynne bp 
thy propre mouth byt thou be dombe 
And not By fetter, for thou that Haft 
d0 ſynne thou (halt haue the (Game 
of thy confeſſyon. Thou (Galt not e⸗ 
Re peynte thy confef{pon By fapre ¢ 
ſubtiſ wordes to coucre the moze thy 
ſynne For thenne begyleſt thou thy 
felf.and not the preeft.thou muſt tel 
Git pleynly be it neuer fo horryble ne 

ſo fout. Zhou ſhalt elꝛe ſßryue the to 
a preeft hat is diſctete to counceyll 
the. AndeGethou (alt not ſhryue 
fhe for Bepn alorpene for ppoctpfpe 
ne for no cauſe But onſy for the doub 
te of Ihũ Lrpft ¢ the hele of thy fou, 
fe. Zhou (Halt not eRe renne ¢o the 
preeft af fodenfy to telle hym lyghtly 
thy ſynne ae who teflpth atape ora 
tafe But aupfeolp wyth grete deuocy 
on and generall to ſhryue the ofter 
than onys of ſynne whiche thou haſt 
Be ſhreuen of. it is the moze meryte. 
For as ſayth fapntAuftpyn. Thou 
ſhalt haue the more ſyghtly refere « 
grace of god. Both of ſynne and off 
peyne. And certes onys apere at the 
left weye it is fa ful for to Be houſe⸗ 
fyd. For ſothly ones a pere al thyn⸗ 
Ges renouelyn. 

Incipit tercia pare penitencie. 

Dw haue Jtolde of very 
n confeſſyon pie the ſeconde 

part of penitẽce The third 
parte is fatiffaction. And ſtondeth 
generally in aſmes dede and in Bode 
lp payn. Now Ben there thre maner 
of almeſſe contricton of herte where 
a man offtyth hym felf to god. Ano 
ther is to haue pyte of defaute of bis 
neyghbours The thyrd is in yeuing 
Of good counceyl and comforte bode 
fy and ghoſtely where mer haue ne⸗ 
de cnamelp in ſubſtaũce of mãnys 
ſood. And tale Bepepa man hath 
nede of theſe thynghe generally Fe 
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Hath nede of food of clothynge aud 
tzerbero wy. he Gath nede of charita⸗ 
ble counceyllyng and viſytyng in 
pꝛpſan.a maladye and fepulture off 
dede Bodpes. And pf thou mapft not 
Bpfpte the nedefut wpth thy perfone. 
Bifite him with Hp meffage and thy 
peftes. Theſe Ber the general almeſ⸗ 
fes of werkys of charite of Fern that 
Hauc tempore richeſſe or diſcrecion in 
coũcey. lyng: Df thefe werkkce ſhalt 
thou here at the daye of dome thys 
almeffe ſyol deſt thou doo of thy p20 
pre thynges and haftely and prpue z 
fp pf thors mayſt. ut nenerthetes if 
thou mayft not doo it prpuelp thou 
ſhalt not forbere fo d0 aimesthough 
men fee if. fo that it be not do for thaz 
Ke of the worfd .Gut onſy for to ha⸗ 
uc thank: of or (02d Iheſu Lrpfie. 
For as wytneſſyth Saynt PBathew 
A cpte map not Ge hyd that is fete v⸗ 
poy a mounteyn. Me men ſyght not 
a lantern and put it vnder a buſſhel 
But ſytten it Spor a candelſtycke to 
lyghten the men in fhe hous. Kight ſo 
{Gal pour ſyght. ſyghten Before men 
that ticp mowe fee pour good wer⸗ 
Kys and gloryfye pour fader that is 
in Fetter). Now as for to for Ke of Boz 
dely pepr it ſtond in praytrs. in wa⸗ 
Kyng. in faſtyng and ny vertuous te 
chyng of orpfons. pc (haf vnderſton 
de that oryſons o2 prayers 16 for fo 
faye. Appctous voys of herte that ts 
redreſſyd in god and eppreffing it Be 
Worde oufwarde fo remicue Harme 
ful thynges and to haue thynges 
ſpyrituel and durable and ſomtyne 

tentporet thynges. Df wht 
che oꝛpſons. in the oryſon of Pater nẽ 
hath Iheſu criſt encloſyth moſt thyn 
gee. Certes it is pryuyleged of thre 
thprigce iy his dignyte faz whiche it 
is more digne than any offer prayer 
for (hat Ihũ cryſt hym ſelf made hit 
and itis (Fort fez it ſſolde Be coude 
the more lygtly. and for to wytholde 
more eſely uy herte. and helpe hym 
ſelf the ofter wyth tyoryſon. And fox 
aman ſhold Ge the leſſe wery to faye 
it. c foꝛ a man map trot eyxcuſe hym 
to lerne it. it is fo ſhorte c fo efp. And 
for it comprehendith in hym ſelf alle 
good prayers Zheppoficpon of thie 
Holy prayer that te fo eycellent ¢ ſo⸗ 
dpane FH Betake tothe mayficre off 
theologye. Daue thus moche wylf F 
fape. Zhat whan thor. prapeft that 
god ſholde foryeue the thy gyltes as 
thou foryeueſt hem hat haue agyl⸗ 
ted the. Be wel ware pÿ thou be not 
out of charite This holy oryſen ame 
muſyth eRe venyal ſynne. And thers 
fore it apperte yneth ſpecyally to pe⸗ 
nytence. This pꝛayeꝛ muſt Be truely 
ſayd in very feyth. and that men pra 
pe to God ordynatly. diſcretely. a de⸗ 
uoutſy. Alleway a man ſhalput hie 
wf to Ge fubrect fo the wyll of god 
(61s ouſon muft eRe Be fapde wyth 
grete humblines ¢ fulpurec Goneft 
fy.c not to the anoyfatice of ony mã 
02 woman Hit mufte eRe be contynu 
ed wyth werkis of charyte. it auuy. 
(eth elee apenft the Bpces of the foute 

Foꝛr as fapth Saynt Iherame. 
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By faſtyng Be ſauyd the Byres of the 
fleſſß. and by prayers the Bpcis off 
the ſowle. After this thou (Halt vn⸗ 
derſtonde that Bodefp peyn ſtont in 
walzyng. Foꝛ Iheſu Cryſt fayth 
wake pe anid prape pe that pene en⸗ 
tre in to wycked temptacion. ye ſhal 
Brrderftonde that fKaſtyng ſtandeth 
én thre chynges. in forberyng of Bode 
fp mete and drine. and in forbeꝛing 
of woꝛldſy Jolytees. And in foꝛbe⸗ 
ryng of dedefp ſynne wyth alle Gps 
myght And thou ſhalt vnderſtonde 
(hat god ordeyned fafipng.< to fafz 
tyng apperteyneth four thynges. Car 
genes to poure fofRe.qfadnes in her 
fe ſpitituel not Be angryd ne to Be a⸗ 
noyed ne to grutche for Ge faftets . 
And affo refonable Gour forto ete 
By meſure p isto fap pa man ſhold 
not ete in vntyme ne fptte the fenger 
at his taBle for he faſtyth Thne (Haft 
thou vnderſtonde hat Bodelp pepr 
ſtondyth in diſcyplyne o2 techyng Bp 
Wrpting.o2 Bp enſaumple. Affo in 
weryng of hper 02 of ftampn . 02 of 
an habergeon on fer naked fleſſhe 
for Cryſtis fae. and that fuche ma 
her penauncis ne make not thy her⸗ 
fe bytter or angry ie anoped of thy 
fel. for Betteris to caft away thyn 
heyre thar fo caft away thc ſwetenes 
of our lord Iheſu Cryſt. And therfo 
re ſayth fapnt Poule. Lfothe pou as 
thep that Ber choſen of godin herte. 
DF mypferpcorde . deBonaeprte. fuf z 
fraunce and ſuche maner of doth z 

czyng. In whziche Iheſu Cryſte is 
more apayed than in an heyr o2 ha⸗ 

bergeon. Than is diſciplyne eBe in 
knockyng of thy breſt in ſcourging 
wyth yerdisin Knylyng. in tribulaci 
ouus. in ſuffryng pacyently wronges 
p Be doto him 7 eRe uy paciẽt ſuffting 
of maladyes. oꝛ leſynges. oꝛ worldfp 
catel. or wyf. or chylde or othet fren⸗ 

dys. Thenne ſhalt Hor vᷣnderftonde 
Whiche thynges deſtourben penaun 
ce. And thie te in thre maners that is 
drede⸗ſhame and warehope that ts 
defperacion And for to fpeRe of dre⸗ 
de for wiziche Ge doeneth he may ſuf⸗ 
fte no penance, there apenft is teme 
dpe for tothynle that Bodel’p penait » 
ce ts But fort atte vegarde of helle 
that is cruefandfoo longe that it laſ 
tyth wythouten ende. Now apenſt 
(Game (hat a mã Fash Co ſhryue him 
Shold a man thpuke Hp waye of re 
ſon That he hath not be aſchaned to 
doo foule thyng. Lertes hym ought 
not fo Be aſchamed fo doo feit thyn⸗ 
gys and good thynges And that is 
confeſſpons Aman (Gold thynke 
that god woot alle hys thoughtis 
and hys werleys and to hym maye 
nethyng be hyd ne coueryd. 
Men (Gold eke remembꝛe hem of the 
ſhamethat is to come at thedap off 
dometo hym (Gat Ber not penytent 
in this prefent fpf. For al the creatu⸗ 
ris in heuene and in erthe and in hell 
ſtzul ſee appertly al that they hyden 

in this World. Now forto ſpele off 
hem that Ben fo neclygent and flowe 
fo ſhryue Geln.it ſtondeth in two ma 
nets. Bhat one is that he hopeth to 
ſlyue lonÿye z forto durchache moche 
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ryches for his delyte. And thenne wil 
— hym as Ge fayth . Ge map 
ae ßym femeth tymely prow come 
to —— — is the ſurquydrye 

Cryſtes mercy. And 
cei ie ff — honke ouve 
ttre in no ſykernes. Andeke that 

the riches of the world is in auẽ⸗ 
ture and paſſyng asa ſhadowe on 
a wal, As abi fapnt Gregore that 
—* tothe grete tightwiſ⸗ 

cof ob at neat alte pep 
ſtynte of them p nevect wold worth 

rawe hem fro ſynne Ger thanKys 
par A sg in fpnne. For that 
perpetuel wyl to do ſynne that. hep 
haue uel peyne. Wanfope ic 
— The genni 
18 —— tothet is 
that they 
fitft wanhope compth of chathe des 
weth Chat He hath ſynned fo gretfp 
fo ofte.and fo fonge leyn in ſynne ᷣ 
he ſhal not Be faupd Lertes apenft 
Ghat csrfpd wanhope he ſhold thyn⸗ 

be 
—R— —* 
of the deuyl map no thyng doo But 

men Wot fuffre hym. And eke Fe ſhal 
haue firenthe of god and of affe ys 
chirche and of the *— of aun⸗ 

onde Whatie 0 
— t after the word of Ahů cof 
It ie endefes blyſſe of heuene Gere 
tope hath no — of wee 
ne greuaunce there aff ¢ harmys Be 
baftof this prefent fpf tec as te fpr 
Rernes fto the peyn⸗s of helle. there 
ac is the blefſyd companye —— tes 
iopfen euuermore eueriche oftopes Fo 
pe.thiere ac the Body of sit that top 
fom w8s foul t derGe is more cfere 

than the * = cat ae — the 
Bodp was felke and freel. Febel 
mortal Is i nmoꝛtal ¢ foo —* t 
foo hook that thermap noth pig en⸗ 

papte it. there aa nether is hungecne 
thrift ne cofde. Gettacrs fatto 
nefliyd wych the ſyghi of the pars 
fyght nowyng of the trinyte. afte 

regne map many purchace Bp 
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